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ur parish is very fortunate 
to offer Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament on a weekly 
basis. Parishioner Melissa 
Pillari is the contact person and 
organizer of the program. Every 
Friday morning from 10:00 a.m., 
throughout the day and night, 
until 4:00 p.m. Saturday, anyone 
may visit with Jesus in the 
Franciscan chapel. This program 
has been in existence for fifteen 
years. Two people are scheduled 
to be present for each hour. All 
are invited to participate. You do 
not need to register to visit; just 
walk in and stay as long as you 
desire.

Our Adoration program is a 
perfect way to participate in the 
three-year Eucharistic Revival 
which began on the feast of 
Corpus Christ in June 2022. It 
has been estimated that only 
30% of American Catholics 
understand the meaning of the 
Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist, thus missing a closer 
connection and relationship 
with Our Lord and Savior.  The 
Revival was initiated by the 
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The Franciscan Chapel in St. Raphael Parish

By Dianne Borowski

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, who hope and pray that 
Catholics will be inspired to encounter Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

It is a movement which aims to inspire, educate, and unite Catholics in 
our country via various activities and gatherings. Through a carefully 
planned timeline of events, the US Bishops hope the Revival will “renew 
the Church by enkindling a living relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the Holy Eucharist.”

In conclusion, I would like to share with you some thoughts from fellow 
parishioners who have attended Eucharistic Adoration:
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“It is like resting in the arms of Jesus.”

“One hour ALONE and uninterrupted with God.”

“I go to Adoration because it helps me charge my spiritual 
batteries.”

“Adoration has deepened my personal relationship with Jesus, 
providing a sense of peace I’m unable to experience anywhere 
else.”

“My holy encounter with our Lord.”

“I love visiting with Jesus during Adoration. I find the deepest 
sense of peace being in His presence.”

Sound good? If you would like further information about the 
Adoration program, please call Melissa at 440-785-9087. Adoration 
takes place in the Franciscan Chapel from 10:00 a.m. Friday until 4:00 
p.m. Saturday. The program does rely on two volunteers an hour. 
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St. Raphael

The recently hired Director of Evangelization and 
Outreach for St. Raphael parish is Tom Pussel, a 
convert to Catholicism. It makes good sense that a 
convert would be chosen for this job because he’s 
a person who recently found his path to worship 
Jesus in the Catholic Church, and his reasons for 
doing so are fresh in his mind.   

Tom defines his job as, “Sharing and engaging with 
people in the beauty, truth and goodness of Jesus 
Christ and his church.” 

Tom and I met in his office in the parish office 
building. It was Dr. Andy Kereky’s office until 
Dr. Andy retired recently as Director of Spiritual 
Development at St. Raphael. Pussel (rhymes with 
Russell) and I sat at a small round table. He began 
our meeting with a prayer. 

Welcome Our New Director of 
Evangelization and Outreach!

Tom grew up in Westlake and was educated in Westlake 
city schools. He graduated from Westlake High School in 
1993.  He was born and raised in the Lutheran tradition 
and feels fortunate to have been given that foundation by 
his parents.

After high school, Tom was off to Wittenberg University 
in Springfield, OH, where his higher education began. 
At Wittenberg Tom earned a degree with a dual major 
in Business and Spanish. Then Tom attended Xavier 
University in Cincinnati where he earned master’s 
degrees in Health Services Administration and in Business 
Administration. He completed his formal education at 
Dallas Theology Theological Seminary with a master of 
theology degree. 

Tom moved to Houston for a job and started attending 
a Southern Baptist Church. One night in 1999, while he 
was out to dinner with friends from that church, he met 
his future wife, Ross. They started seeing each other, but 
after just about four months, doctors told him he had 
Stage 4 cancer of the bone marrow, with a poor prognosis. 
He said, “I saw the end of my life at the beginning of 
my life.” He began intense chemotherapy and stem cell 
transplantation. Tom lost his hair, and it slowly grew 
back in. His first haircut after chemotherapy came on 
his wedding day, February 3, 2001. Thankfully, after 
treatment, doctors told Tom he was cancer-free.

Ross is a native of Houston, where she was raised Catholic. 
Her dad was a Houston police officer. Tragically, her mom 
and dad were killed in a motor vehicle accident when she 
was 15. Tom said, “She is no stranger to adversity, and 
an incredible woman of faith.” After her parents passed 
away, she moved in with an aunt and uncle. After high 
school she went off to Boston University to study Physical 
Therapy, and while she was there, she stepped aside from 
her Catholicism. Later, she began attending a Baptist 
church. 

After Tom graduated from Dallas Theology Seminary, he 
started working in churches. In 2006 Tom was ordained 

By John C. Saccany

Tom, his wife Ross, and kids Lily, Brennan, 
and Charlotte (Charley)

Continued on Page 8



Fifth Graders Study Ignatian 
Spiritual Exercises For Children
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by Joy Horvath

How exciting it is to be at the forefront of a 
spiritual movement for children!  Since 2008, the 
5th grade students of St. Raphael School have been 
taught the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises for Children, 
developed by Dr. Andy Kereky.  He believes his 
is the only program in the U.S. Catholic Church 
that teaches the Ignatian principles for elementary 
school students.  This is NOT a dumbed-down 
version. Rather, Dr. Kereky presents the concepts in 
a way that children can understand.  

The inspiration for this came from Dr. Kereky’s 
time at St. Mary Seminary, where he perceived 
his calling to ministry as a layperson.  He was 
leading retreats for elementary school children 
at St. Christopher (Rocky River) and St. Raphael, 
when he began his Doctoral project of adapting 
the Spiritual Exercises.  His first efforts were in 
both 5th and 6th grades; he found that 5th grade 
students were more receptive to the course.  In 
2008, then-principal Ann Miller saw the value of 
the program and enthusiastically supported its 
implementation in St. Raphael School.

The time frame and principles are similar to 
adult Spiritual Exercises retreats, yet tailored for 
children.  Dr. Kereky mentioned four concepts 
he emphasizes:  God’s Creation is beautiful; 
sin entered and damaged Creation, and each 
person contributes to sin; Jesus wants to have a 
relationship with us, and loves us in spite of our 
sins; the Passion and Resurrection are pivotal to 
our faith. 

The Spiritual Exercises are offered once a week 
over a nine-week period, scheduled so that the 
seventh session happens during Holy Week 
because the Passion is the topic.  In each session 
Dr. Kereky presents an aspect of the Exercises, and 
gives Scripture readings and “homework” for the 
ensuing seven days.  Students are asked first to 
focus on the nature of prayer and the awareness of 

God’s presence in it.  The Ignatian Examen, a kind of self-
reflection exercise, is explained and practiced.  Children 
are introduced to “Prayerful Imagination” to encounter 
Jesus, that is, immersing themselves in the Gospel stories 
about Jesus’s life—the sights, sounds, smells—then 
envisioning themselves as one of the individuals in the 
scene.  The culmination of imagining is experiencing The 
Passion and Resurrection.  Small faith-sharing student 

All students use the Break Through Bible for Young 
Catholics, which is provided for each 5th grade 

student in the Day School and PSR classes.
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groups frequently “check in” with each other:  How is it 
going?  How do you see God speaking through or using 
you?  

Finally, Dr. Kereky asks them to think about going 
forward in their faith practice.  Use the Examen to reflect 
on their day; an easy exercise is to name three things 
they’re grateful for, and one do-over they’d like.  Speak 
with God throughout the day to discern His will and 
role in their decisions.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer slowly 
or backward to encourage thoughtful recitation.  And 
finally, attend the celebration of the Mass as often as 
possible.   

All students use the Break Through Bible for Young 
Catholics, which is provided for each 5th grade student 
in the Day School and PSR classes.  It is a highly-
recommended Bible for adolescents, incorporating 
easy-to-understand language, notes on history, colorful 
illustrations and drawings, time lines, and imaginative 
interviews with Biblical figures.  Our young people use 
this version through their 8th grade religion studies.

Props and visual cues are also attention-getting tools.  
To bring the Passion of Jesus to life, Dr. Kereky shares 
custom-made, historically authentic iron spikes and a 
mallet, along with a railroad tie.

St. Raphael
Because of time and curriculum restraints, PSR 
students experience a shorter, two-session instruction 
from Dr. Kereky in the Spring.  He teaches the 
5th graders how to look up Scripture verses and 
pray with the Bible.  In addition, Dr. Kereky has 
conducted annual retreats for all other grade level 
students, both in the Day School and PSR classes.  

Dr. Kereky’s goal and hope is that children at all 
age levels begin to develop a personal relationship 
with Jesus, one that is above and beyond simply 
knowing the Bible stories.  Not every student is 
ready to continue the Exercises on his or her own, 
he acknowledges.  However, the seed is planted, and 
he believes that children can and will find blessings 
from the experience.  He has received letters from 
former students and parents of former students, 
thanking him for his efforts and reporting that the 
Examen and daily prayer are still a part of their daily 
lives.  

What about the future of this program?  Even though 
he has retired, Dr. Kereky hopes to continue to lead 
some sessions at St. Raphael School and PSR.  In 
addition, he is writing a book about the Spiritual 
Exercises for Children, for parents and their children, 
a kind of do-it-yourself manual.  Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to see this spread throughout our Diocese, 
and beyond!

Dr. Kereky’s goal and hope is that children at all age levels begin to 
develop a personal relationship with Jesus, one that is above and 

beyond simply knowing the Bible stories.
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By Ashley Herzog

team, the Confirmation team, High School Ministry, 
and school activities. Kyle plans to preach occasionally 
at Mass.

“Parishioners will have the opportunity to give me 
feedback on my preaching and my overall ministry 
while at St. Raphael,” Kyle said. “I will also be heavily 
involved in sacramental preparations as our second 
graders prepare for their First Holy Communion 
and our eighth graders prepare for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation as well as religion classes for the day-
school students. I will be present at many baptisms, 
weddings, funerals, and other occasions for the life of 
the parish community.”

Kyle said his goal is to “interact with as many 
parishioners as I can,” and “learn their story and their 
relationship” with God.

“It was not I who chose St. Raphael; ultimately it was 
God who put me here at St. Raphael,” he said. “Each 
seminarian intern is assigned to a parish which the 
seminary believes will be a good fit but also challenges 
and stretches the seminarian to conform his life ever 
more to the life of Christ. One of the things which 
makes St. Raphael unique is its large size and vibrancy. 
Under the leadership of Fr. Tim, St. Raphael seems to 
be a parish which produces disciples on fire for the 
faith and driven by the Holy Spirit to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ with the world.”

Welcome to Our New Seminarian Intern!
Kyle Rosser, St. Raphael’s seminarian intern from 
September 2022 through May 2023, found his calling 
when he was a junior high school student.

“I first felt God’s call to the priesthood when I was 
in seventh grade,” Kyle said. “I had begun to serve 
at Mass as an altar boy and after a few months of 
learning the ropes, I felt a sense that I could do what 
the priest was doing. The following year as I prepared 
for Confirmation, I spoke with a priest at my parish, 
St. Peter in Lorain, who really inspired me because 
of the reverence with which he celebrated Mass. 
Being in eighth grade, there was not much that I 
could do, so I put the idea to the wayside as I entered 
Clearview High School. By my junior year, the idea of 
the priesthood re-entered my mind and my heart, so I 
began to visit the seminary in Wickliffe.”

After graduating from Clearview High School in 
Lorain, Kyle enrolled in the seminary at John Carroll 
University. 

“After graduating from Clearview, I entered Borromeo 
Seminary and John Carroll University to begin my 
studies in the seminary. Though my freshman year 
in the seminary was great, I left the seminary after 
that first year and continued full time at John Carroll 
University,” Kyle said. “While at John Carroll, I met 
many great friends, professors, and priests who 
inspired me in my faith. I came to fall deeper in love 
with God, with my faith, and with the Diocese of 
Cleveland through my work and studies. By the end 
of my time at John Carroll, I truly felt that God was 
calling me back into the seminary to study to become 
His priest here in Cleveland.”

During our interview, Kyle noted that a college degree 
is not necessary to become a seminarian. Regardless, he 
graduated from John Carroll University in 2020 after 
pursuing three majors and two minors: “I graduated 
from John Carroll University in May 2020 with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree, majoring in Philosophy, 
History, and Italian Studies as well as minoring in 
Catholic Studies and Theology.” 

The primary goal of the pastoral internship is to draw 
closer to Jesus through the witness, ministry, and 
experience of the people and priests at St. Raphael 
Parish, Kyle said. He will be involved in the RCIA 
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Recognizing Divine Grace
When our local grocery store switched to using numbered 
tickets at the deli, ones that announce what place in line 
customers held, I was a little sad.

No longer could we rely on a small, but important, 
friendly encounter with another shopper.  Exchanges such 
as, “I think I was supposed to be served after you.  Please, 
go ahead.” Or even, “How about those Browns?”

That little interaction could be the only one of the day, 
person-to-person. This can be especially poignant if the 
customer is older and perhaps doesn’t venture outside 
often. It is unlike young moms with children, where there 
is plenty of “conversation” about lots of topics. Those little 
family members find everything interesting, from an apple 
to an avocado. 

Shared experience at the store, however simple, draws out 
our neighbors and friends.

And isn’t it reminiscent of the village well that the Holy 
Family gathered around thousands of years ago?  Do we 
need a special pass, a numbered ticket to draw from the 
well?

I recognize these brief encounters as ‘divine grace’. 
They are an opportunity for sharing in that special dyad 
between an individual soul and his loving Creator. 

“Grace is a sharing in the divine life,” writes 
Deacon Douglas McManaman.  “It is the 
infused presence of God.”  A presence that 
shares his providential goodness.  Divine Grace 
is an unmerited gift from God to us.

This gift from God shows the Father’s 
willingness to extend His favor in the salvation 
of sinners. It is the divine influence for all 
people to know that God delights in bestowing 
this gift of divine grace on us. It seems to me 
that: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
offer so many routes to salvation, freely given, 
we are truly blessed. We do not have to earn 
grace.

So, while sharing the everyday tasks of 
shopping for dinner, picking up the kids from 
school, going to work, or doing yard work, 
express a little kindness in word or deed along 
the way. With so much help from God, and you 
don’t need a ticket!

Where do you recognize divine grace in your 
life?  Thank God!

View from the Pews
Colleen Lanning
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7
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Welcome Our New Director of 
Evangelization and Outreach!
Continued from Page 3

a Protestant minister, and was sent to Louisville to open a 
mission church with another pastor. After five years in 
Louisville, Tom moved to the Cleveland area to start another 
church in Lakewood, named “Prodigal Church” after 
the Gospel passage It was during this time that he began 
exploring Catholicism. 

One day when he was working on his sermon, he drove 
past St. James Church in Lakewood. The front doors of the 
church stood open, and the Saturday vigil Mass on Pentecost 

was underway. Tom went in and was “blown 
away” by the Holy Eucharist, the liturgy, the 
entire Mass. Thus began his long and difficult 
road to Catholicism. 

Ross returned to the church on Palm 
Sunday, 2018. Their children, Brennan, 13, 
Lily, 11, and Charlotte (Charley), attend St. 
Christopher School in Rocky River. The three 
are baptized Catholics. 

Please permit me to extend a warm St. 
Raphael welcome to Tom and Ross and to 
their children. God bless you all and God 
bless you, Tom, in your work.


