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n Sunday, October 17th, at 2:30, St. Raphael 
parishioners will have a chance to celebrate 

a communal Anointing Mass, with a reception 
afterward. Of all seven Sacraments, the Anointing 
of the Sick is perhaps the least familiar to Catholics 
in the pews. What is it, and how can it help us?

Long ago, anointing most 
commonly occurred when a 
Christian was on his death bed.  
The ceremonies commonly 
called the “Last Rites” involve 
confession, Viaticum (Holy 
Communion for the dying), and 
finally, anointing with the “Oil of 
the Sick” blessed by the bishop 
on Holy Thursday. You may have 
even heard stories of Catholics 
superstitiously, and tragically, 
refusing to be anointed because 
of the sacrament’s popular 
association with imminent death.

But Anointing of the Sick is 
actually meant for healing for 
the living. It’s not intended as a 
sacramental farewell. Not only 
can anointing be an occasion for God to heal the 
sick physically, it can also strengthen us spiritually 
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“St. Peter Healing the Cripple at Lystra”
Karel Dujardin, 1622-1678

so that illness and suffering doesn’t undermine our 
hope, our gratitude for life and our belief in God’s love 
for us. The sick are united with the Passion of Christ 
and, through the grace of the sacrament, contribute 
to the holiness of the whole Church by patiently 
embracing the cross.  Scripture records how important 

Anointing of the Sick was for the 
very first Christians; in the Letter 
of James, they are told, “Is any 
among you sick? Let him call for the 
presbyters of the Church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord; 
and the prayer of faith will save the 
sick man, and the Lord will raise 
him up; and if he has committed 
sins, he will be forgiven,” (James 
5:14-15). 

Only a priest or bishop can 
administer the anointing; he lays 
hands on the sick person, prays for 
them, and anoints their forehead 
and hands with the blessed oil. 
As to who is eligible receive the 
sacrament, the Catechism says, 
“As soon as anyone of the faithful 

begins to be in danger of death from sickness or old 
age, the fitting time for him to receive this sacrament 
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has certainly already arrived… It is fitting to receive the Anointing of 
the Sick just prior to a serious operation. The same holds for the elderly 
whose frailty becomes more pronounced.” While not appropriate for a 
young person with a head cold, neither should we dither about whether 
a seriously ill person is sick “enough” for the sacrament. Waiting until the 
last moment of the last illness to take advantage of this opportunity for 
grace means missing out on a chance for the Holy Spirit to help you in 
your life, not just your death. 

Please consider joining us on October 17th!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

The latest information from federal, state and local public health agencies 
informs us that the Delta variant of the COVID-19 virus is surging in 
our area, causing increased illness and hospitalizations at levels not seen 
since the spring. For the safety of all who worship at Catholic parishes 
throughout the Diocese of Cleveland, I strongly encourage you – whether 
vaccinated or not vaccinated -- to wear a face mask while attending Mass 
indoors. All who want to attend Mass, and who are otherwise vulnerable, 
should feel safe and welcome inside our sacred spaces. Please use charity 
and patience with those who do not wish to comply with this strongly 
stated request. You also might want to consider wearing a face mask for 
other indoor gatherings, especially for those not yet fully vaccinated. 
Wearing masks outdoors is not generally required except for activities 
involving close contact with others who are not fully vaccinated. 

Those who are ill, have significant health risk factors or care for someone 
who is immune-compromised or ill, as well as those who have significant 
fear or anxiety about contracting the coronavirus in a large group of 
persons are not obliged to attend Mass. 

Pope Francis recently offered a message of hope and unity to the world 
in an effort to continue increasing confidence in the COVID-19 vaccines, 
specifically in communities disproportionately affected by the virus. 
“Thanks to God’s grace and to the work of many, we now have vaccines 
to protect us from COVID-19,” the pope said. “Getting the vaccines that 
are authorized by the respective authorities is an act of love. I pray to 
God that each one of us can make his or her own small gesture of love; no 
matter how small, love is always grand.” 

I am fully vaccinated and recommend the same for my family and 
friends. In consideration of others, I also am wearing a mask during 

About  Masks: A Request from Bishop Malesic

Continued on Page 8
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Evening Prayer with the Liturgy of the Hours
by Joy Horvath

It’s a little before 5:30 on Tuesday evening.  The small 
group gathered in the Franciscan Chapel chats 
comfortably with Deacon Larry Gregg, who has 
introduced everyone.  The sun streams in through 
the wall of brightly colored stained-glass windows, 
turning the chapel into a virtual jewel box, throwing 
shards of ruby, emerald, and sapphire light on the 
white altar cloth.  The atmosphere is serene, the chairs 
are comfortable, and the gathering is relaxed.  

At 5:30, Deacon Larry opens his Breviary to the 
designated page, and we follow the evening Liturgy 
of the Hours, or Vespers.  There is some flipping 
back and forth in the sizeable book, but many of the 
responses are familiar. 
Even with Deacon Larry’s 
helpful commentary, the 
readings, meditation, 
and prayers last no more 
than 20 minutes.  Those 
minutes, though, take us 
away from our earthly 
worries, obligations, and 
intentions, and bring us 
back to a central focus on 
our relationship with our 
Heavenly Father.

“Liturgy of the Hours?  I don’t know what that is.”  It is 
a structure of prayer using the Psalms, scriptures, and 
familiar prayers like “The Magnificat” and the “Glory 
be…”  The “Hours” came from our early Jewish roots, 
as noted in Ps. 119:164: “Seven times a day I praise 
you.”  When the Israelites returned to Judea and rebuilt 
the temple, the people were invited to pray with the 
priests morning and evening, in addition to Third, 
Sixth, and Ninth Hours (9 a.m., noon, and 3 p.m.)  
The day concluded with Night Prayer.  The Psalms 
were used as a basis for contemplation.  These are the 
prayers that Jesus would have prayed in the Temple!  

The early Christians continued this prayer habit.  The 
monastic tradition recognized the Psalms as a perfect 
form of prayer, so used them as a basis for the Liturgy 
of the Hours.  Some groups tried to read the entire 
Psalter (150 Psalms) every day, but that practice was 

eventually abandoned in favor of a weekly cycle 
built around certain hours of the day.  These daily 
formal prayer sessions were often quite lengthy.  
The contemporary Liturgy cycles through the 
Psalms in 4 weeks.  

Over time, a common list of readings was 
developed (Breviary), a common liturgical order 
was developed, and a streamlined structure was 
imposed.  It is important and impressive to note 
that, in spite of this modernization, the basic 
structure of the Liturgy of the Hours has been 
relatively constant since the 11th Century!  

Deacon Larry emphasizes 
that the order and 
readings of the Liturgy 
of the Hours are the same 
in all native languages 
in the Catholic Church 
around the world, and that 
someone, somewhere is 
ALWAYS praying for the 
Church.  Even if you’re 
praying this by yourself, 
you are not alone in your 
prayers. Isn’t this truly the 
Universal Church!

“Isn’t that just for priests and religious?”  No.  
Certainly, ordained and religious men and 
women are obligated by their vows to pray the 
Liturgy of the Hours (The Divine Office).  Vatican 
II documents also encourage us, the laity, to 
participate more fully in the Church’s liturgy by 
undertaking this discipline.  Deacon Larry says 
that for him this prayer time is not an obligation, 
but rather an honor, as it takes him out of the world 
and places him with Christ.  

“HOURS!  I don’t have time for that.”  This liturgy 
is nothing like that of the early monks!  Deacon 
Larry says each session lasts only about 20 minutes, 
but of course your personal meditation could be 
longer.  
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hit with a bang! The COVID-19 pandemic 
became worldwide. By March it reached 

Ohio and the governor mandated protocols to help stop 
the spread. Most public spaces were closed including 
our church and the school. We learned to social distance 
and keep 6-feet apart. Masks became a new fashion 
statement. 

Fr. Tim had previously encouraged developing the live-
streamed Mass so that those who could not attend in 
person were able view Mass. Sunday 10:00 Mass and 
weddings and funerals were available for broadcast. 
Now, no one could attend in person, but St. Raphael 
Parish was ready. It did not miss a beat and began 
to livestream not only all weekend Masses, but daily 
Masses as well. Since its first broadcast in 2019, the 
livestreaming ministry has reached an audience of 82,000 
viewers throughout the United States and in 75 foreign 
countries. 

The school had to complete the academic year with 
virtual learning as students ZOOMED in each day 
with their teachers and classmates. Since the church 
was closed, arrangements had to be made for 8th grade 

One Spirit,
One Church

The 2020s & Today
graduation and First Communion. Graduation 
was recorded with each student receiving his/her 
diploma individually and then broadcast to the 
families. First Communion was held later in the 
summer when the church reopened. Each family 
chose a Mass to participate at since there could be 
no group Mass.  

The Diocese had 
dispensed people 
from attending Mass 
in person, but in 
June, we were able to 
reopen the church at 

about 25% capacity. Red and yellow dots helped 
us maintain our social distance and the Welcome 
Wing guided us to our seats. The PAC was 
always ready for people when the church was at 
capacity. The Pew Crew was formed to help the 
maintenance department clean the church after 
each Mass. Hand-sanitizer was always available. 
Ministries could not 
meet on campus 
and became creative 
in keeping in touch 
with their members. 
Outdoor meetings 
in parks and ZOOM 
meetings were held.

The Parish continued its day to day operations to 
serve parishioners in any safe way that it could. 
Fr. Tim and Fr. Eric continued to visit the sick 
and assist the families of those who had died. 
Parishioners continued to support the parish 

COVID-19 pandemic 
hits,  church and school 

are closed

Church reopens at about 25% 
capacity, red & yellow dots helped 

us maintain social distance

School opens for 
in-person learning

Mar. 2020 June 2020 Fall 2020

2020



75th Anniversary Mass 
celebrated by Bishop 

Edward Malesic

Oct. 2, 2021

financially and no staff was laid off - again, a tribute to 
parishioners rising to the needs of the Parish.

As summer passed, it was time to address the question of 
whether students could attend school in person. Fr. Tim 
made the decision to have in-person learning beginning 
the first day of school. Desks were spread farther apart, 
individual Plexiglas dividers were provided for students, 
and masks were worn. The large sixth grade was moved 
to the Zwilling and Community Rooms. When school 
started, daily temperature checks were taken and daily 
cleaning efforts were enhanced. The Parish and school 
staffs, teachers, students and parents worked together and 
the school did not close for even a day during the school 
year!

Today we work to rebuild and reclaim our One 
Spirit. Our Parish has over 3,700 families and 
almost 11,000 people. Over 90 ministries are 
available to meet the needs of our parishioners. 
More than 100 people are employed by the 
Parish and its annual operating budget is 
greater than $5.0 million.  The day school 
educates 600 students and there are another 400 
in the PSR program.

Parishioners continue to be generous in caring 
for others through the Social Concerns ministry, 
Catholic Charities, special collections, and 
Heart of a Shepherd campaign.

Our 75th Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 
by Bishop Edward Malesic on October 2, 2021.

What does our future hold? We hope to 
continue the same spirit established by Fr. 
Zwilling and the first parishioners. That same 
spirit was shown again and again throughout 
the 75 years. That same spirit continues today 
with Fr. Tim and all of you. 

Dispensation removed and all were 
again able to attend Mass in person

June 2021

Vaccines were finally available at the beginning of 2021. 
Over 90% of the Parish and school staffs were vaccinated. 
As more and more age groups became eligible the number 
of COVID cases dropped. 

In June, the church could reopen! The Diocese rescinded 
the dispensation for not attending Mass in person. We 
began to see signs of returning to “normal.” People 
came back to Mass. There were funerals, weddings, and 
baptisms to be performed for those postponed during the 
previous 15 months. The summer of 2021 proved to be 
very busy for Fr. Tim and our new Parochial Vicar, Fr. Jim 
Winings. 

As we write this story, more and more are attending 
Mass in person, the school year has begun, and ministries 
are beginning to meet in person. However, we find that 
different strains of COVID have surfaced and we are not 
out of the woods yet. We pray that everyone will continue 
to work together to create a safe environment for our 
parish.
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Pro-life demonstration in Washington. Jan. 27, 2018 
(Courtesdy “FamilyMan88”. WikiMedia Commons)

Abortion In the News: How We Can Respond As Catholics
by Maggie Brady

Have you heard about the new pro-life law in Texas? 
It bans abortions after the development of a baby’s 
heartbeat, but it also forbids government officials 
from enforcing it. Instead, the statute allows ordinary 
citizens to sue abortion doctors for damages, hitting 
providers in the pocket book. Women themselves who 
suffer an abortion can not be sued. The law, which will 
likely save the lives of thousands of babies, has led to a 
lot of headlines, and maybe contentious conversations 
in your circle of influence. Here’s how we as Catholics 
can respond to this moment in history. 

1. Insist that boys and men respect women: Although 
many men feel they can’t speak up about abortion 
because it’s a “women’s issue,” that couldn’t be farther 
from the truth. Every unplanned pregnancy is begun 
by two people, and one of them is always a man. 
Imagine the abortion rate in a country where every 
man honored his partner, and himself, by reserving 
intimacy for marriage. Consider what our society 
would be like if each man appreciated the importance 
of full, enthusiastic consent before sex, including 
within marriage. The Church teaches us that chastity is 
for everyone, whether single, married, male or female, 
but too often our culture assigns sole responsibility for 
chastity to women and girls.  And many of our efforts 
to prevent abortion focus only on women, as though 
a mysterious and unknowable force was causing 
unplanned pregnancies. “Boys will be boys” does not 
appear in the Catechism. On the contrary, the message 
is clear: Men, be men! The responsible leadership 
and sacrificial self-control at the heart of authentic 
masculinity can change the world. 

2. Know the facts: The pro-choice research center, 
the Guttmacher Institute, ironically provides a great 
deal of data that shines a light on just how inadequate 
the status quo is. They’ve found that about half of 
abortions every year are actually repeat procedures, 
with women showing up at clinics a second, third, 
fourth time or more. If terminating a pregnancy is 
meant to positively change the trajectory of women’s 
lives, these results speak for themselves. Yearly CDC 
data shows how the procedure is rapidly losing its 
place in American life: Since the 1990s, the number of 
terminations has plummeted by half. The profile of a 
mother at risk for losing her baby to an abortion defies 
stereotypes. On average, she is an adult in her 20s, with 

a college degree or at least some college coursework, 
and children already in her home. About 1 in 7 are 
married. 

3. Recognize the dignity of all: A common complaint 
about the anti-abortion movement is that it is allegedly 
“pro-birth” and not really “pro-life;” once the baby is 
born, critics accuse us of losing interest in struggling 
families and their new children. We can answer that 
complaint with our actions. The Church explicitly 
teaches us that healthcare, food and shelter, education 
and employment are all human rights, and we must 
insist to our leaders in government that these rights 
be protected. Many secular women’s groups revolve 
around promoting abortion access, yet abortion is not 
what matters most to women. Affordable medical care, 
housing, education, safety, and dignity for ourselves 
and our children are all more important, although few 
of those topics will ever feature in a fundraising email 
from national women’s groups. When we take these 
rights seriously we gain so much credibility and the 
trust of families in crisis pregnancies. 

We also must respect the dignity of those working 
against pro-life laws like the one in Texas. Many of 
our most vociferous opponents are hurting and may 
have complicated histories with sex, pregnancy, and 
parenting. As we work and pray for justice we can’t 
lose sight of the people God made, loves, and forgives 
– all of them. Gentleness in the face of fury requires 
a lot of courage and self-discipline, but a consistent 
commitment to peaceful words and deeds attracts 
admiration, and imitation. 
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Pro-Life Organizations:

Womankindcleveland.org – Headquartered in 
Garfield Heights, Womankind provides access to 
ultrasounds, prenatal care, counseling and more. 

NewWaveFeminists.com – An organization for 
feminists dedicated to consistent non-violence, 
“from the womb to the tomb.”

Birthrightofcleveland.com – Locations in Cleveland, 
Parma and Lakewood to serve women in 
unplanned pregnancies.

Statement from Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
of Kansas City in Kansas, chairman of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-
Life Activities:

“As chairman of the Pro-Life Committee of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, I wish to echo 
the words of the Texas Catholic bishops who expressed 
gratitude for the growing network of support for 
pregnant mothers and their families in Texas. Recently, 
the Texas legislature increased support for low-income 
mothers by 25 percent through their Alternatives to 
Abortion program, in addition to expanding Medicaid 
coverage for new mothers.

“Another new Texas law, which has elicited far more 
controversy, seeks to use civil rather than criminal law 
to protect the lives of vulnerable children in the womb. 
Tragically, the President, Speaker of the House, and 
other public officials have responded with statements 
that ignore our nation’s sacred interest to protect the life 
and health of both mothers and their unborn children, 
instead responding with radical pledges to mobilize the 
full force of the federal government to block all efforts 

to protect the life of the child in the womb. And they 
seek to enshrine into federal law the failed policy 
of Roe v. Wade, which pits the welfare of mothers 
against their children.

“As Catholics, we are committed to working and 
praying for the conversion of minds and hearts so all 
people will respect the dignity of the human person 
from conception to natural death. Our national 
outreach, Walking with Moms in Need, helps 
parishes to identify and help provide the full range 
of needs for mothers and their unborn children, not 
only during pregnancy, but for years to come. We 
stand with Pope Francis, who reminds us that killing 
a child is never a solution to a problem. We advocate 
for surrounding both mother and her child with love 
and practical support as the humane response to a 
difficult pregnancy.”

“What is a Breviary, and do I have to have one?”  The 
Breviary (from Latin for brief or summary) is the guide book 
for the Liturgy of the Hours, with psalms, prayers, and a 
calendar of ordinary and feast days.  And, no, you don’t need 
one.  Deacon Larry will make sure you have a copy to use on 
Tuesday evenings.  You can also access the day’s readings for 
each of the hours at DivineOffice.org.  

“Not interested.”  Okay.  This is just one way of praying, like 
the rosary, the Ignatian Examen, or daily readings.  There’s 

no one “right” way for anyone.  However, people 
change over time, and you may be looking for a 
new way to connect to your spiritual life.  

You might enjoy joining Deacon Larry on 
Tuesday evenings at 5:30 in the Franciscan 
Chapel.  Come once, come many times, come as 
your schedule permits.  All are welcome!

Evening Prayer with the Liturgy of the Hours
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

About Masks: A Request from Bishop Malesic
Continued from Page 2

the distribution of holy Communion and I strongly 
encourage those distributing holy Communion at Mass 
to wear a mask while distributing as well. 

Remember that the situation seems to be ever changing. 
This request to wear face masks is temporary and 
will be changed once this current level of increased 
coronavirus cases is over. Stay connected to information 
coming from national, state and local health authorities, 
and stay home and get tested for COVID when you are 
not feeling well. Following these recommendations will 

go a long way in helping to keep you and others 
around you safe. 

We are all tired of this pandemic, but we must 
not forget that we are called to care for the health 
of others in times of crisis and must continue to 
protect our healthcare system and medical workers. 

May God bless and watch over us in our time of 
need. 

– Bishop Edward C. Malesic 


