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ext year, our pastor, Fr. Tim Gareau, will be 
celebrating an important birthday - turning 

60! - and also marking 20 years shepherding us at 
St. Raphael. So much has 
happened in two decades, 
and it’s worth looking back 
to appreciate all that God 
has done for our parish and 
our pastor. 

Father hails from the “musical 
streets” neighborhood of 
Westlake, where he grew 
up with his fraternal twin 
brother Terry and 10 other 
siblings. His father was a 
police detective for the city 
of Cleveland and went on 
to be lawyer and his mother 
devoted herself to the 
mission God gave her with 
raising her large family. 
After he was ordained to 
the priesthood in 1988, he had several assignments, 
from St. Mark’s in West Park all the way to St. 
Vincent de Paul in Elyria to St. Angela Merici in 
Fairview Park.  Each of his assignments kept him 
safely on the west side, however. “The Diocese 
didn’t want me to get lost!” he laughs. 
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Fr. Tim arrived at St. Raphael as parochial vicar 
and later was made pastor.  Today the Parish 
has more than doubled in size, but retains a 

tight-knit, small-parish 
spirit. Father says it’s 
important for us to know 
how to welcome people; 
and that no matter how 
big our parish family may 
be, he wants everyone to 
experience St. Raphael as 
a home where they can 
belong and grow closer to 
the Lord.

His favorite part about 
being a priest is celebrating 
the sacraments, especially 
the Eucharist, and taking 
care of his parishioners. He 
also enjoys fellowship with 
his brother priests. In the 
rectory chapel where they 

often meet to pray the breviary, Father keeps a 
basket near the altar with prayer cards from the 
funerals of parishioners and their loved ones. 
Long after the funeral rites are complete, our 
pastor doesn’t forget the people we’ve lost and 
how much we miss them.
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Father is especially moved by the fact that all of the priestly 
prayers for the sacraments are prayed in the first person. When 
he celebrates Mass or absolves sins in the confessional, a priest 
is acting as what the Church calls “in persona Christi” - in the 
person of Christ.  The prayer says “This is MY body, given up 
for you.”  Father notes. “I want to pour my life out for people 
in the person of Christ, our Lord.”

Over the years, the Diocese has entrusted Father Tim with 
helping to form the next generation of priests, whether serving 
as the first pastor for newly ordained parochial vicars (like 
Fr. Eric) or hosting seminarians who are learning about the 
priesthood and parish life, like Cameron Popik, who was 
here this past summer. There are several young men from St. 
Raphael who have entered formation for the priesthood. 

Speaking of vocations: “We’ve especially got to pray for strong 
marriages,” says Father. He recommends participating in 
Eucharistic Adoration, which St. Raphael offers from Friday 
morning to Saturday afternoon. 

It’s true that the last 20 years have had plenty of challenges, 
too. Building the new church, for instance, was a bittersweet 
experience. As Father points out, “I didn’t build the church, we 
built the church!” At one point, he celebrated his own beloved 
mom’s funeral in the Parish Activity Center as construction 
was underway. In the end, the new church feels much like 
home, as we reused the stained glass, altar, crucifix, and other 
elements from the previous building. “There is not one thing I 
would change,” he says. 

The culture we live in is different from 20 years ago too. Father 
points out that even in Jesus’ time, His radical message of love, 
mercy and repentance was not easily accepted by many people. 
We must keep presenting the Gospel, something Father tries to 
do even in small ways, like greeting people after Mass.  One 
of his favorite sayings is “Difficulties are God calling you to 
Himself.”

When he first came to St. Raphael, a parishioner came up 
to him. “I’ll be praying for you every day,” the parishioner 
said. “What do you want me to pray for?” After thinking just 
a moment, Fr. Tim replied, “Pray that I never lose my joy in 
being a priest.” A pastor and a parish are meant to be a gift to 
each other, and for St. Raphael, we can say that is the case!

Have You Ever Imagined 
Becoming Catholic?7
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Welcome soon, November. Your dark skies and brisk 
winds seem to announce the coming of winter with its 
endless cold, damp, dreary days and long nights. For 
some, winter is amazing but I much prefer the brightness 
and warmth of the other seasons.

November has always seemed a sad month to me even 
though it begins and ends upon a joyful note. For me 
Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays and, 
of course, November 1, All Saints Day, gives us an 
opportunity to remember and be thankful for all the 
saints, those men and women who taught us so much 
about God’s goodness and love for us - and at times 
fought for and often gave up their lives in defense of their 
faith. My special saints, Francis of Assisi and Therese, 
the Little Flower, have been my faithful companions 
throughout the journey of my life. The saints have been 
my role models since childhood. I believe the lives of 
the saints to be the most perfect models of what it is to 
be Catholic.

I find November 2, All Souls Day, to be bittersweet. On 
this day we pray for all souls, especially those souls in 
purgatory, that they might soon be united with God in 
heaven. It is also an opportunity for us to remember our 
loved ones who have died in our prayers. My circle of 
family and friends has grown much smaller at this time 
of my life. I miss those who stood by me and have gone 
before me. At times I am lonely, and I pray for acceptance 
of my losses, knowing God has a reason for all things.

On Tuesday, November 5, our parish is going to have 
its annual Mass of Remembrance for those parishioners 
who have died during the past year. It will be held at 
7:00 p.m. Those families who have lost a loved during 
the past year have been personally invited by Father 
Tim and the Bereavement Ministry to attend this Mass. 
Special readings are said during the Mass, memorial 
candles are distributed and Mass programs are 
provided. It is truly a remarkable and beautiful service. 
All are welcome to attend to support the grieving 
families and also to reflect upon our own losses, be 
they recent or many years ago. This Mass can be a very 
healing experience.

I am including Father Tim’s prayer for the grieving. It 
is a beautiful way to pray. I have mine tucked into my 
Bible and pray it frequently. I thank Father Tim for this 
awesome gift, a prayer both moving and practical.

A Time to Remember Those We’ve Lost
by Dianne Borowski

A Prayer For Comfort
Ever loving and gentle Shepherd,

I come before You open and receptive to Your 
presence. At this moment, I need Your love and 
friendship. The loss that has touched my life is all 
consuming and my heart aches. 

What used to be has now changed; and I feel, at 
times, lost and alone. Lord, You know my heart 
and its way. Hold it in your gentle care. 

Help me to trust in Your promise of a life to come, 
eternally in Heaven. Help me to understand that a 
future that looks dark and bleak will unfold with 
hope and peace. Guide me through my fear and 
loneliness; my doubt and uncertainty.

Help me to continue with courage and strength.

Lord, please, just hold me in Your loving embrace.

Consume me with the gift of Your Holy Spirit.

Help me to see through the pain and and focus 
on Your grace. Love me where I am. Guide me to 
where I need to be. Bless me toward where You 
need me to go. I love you, Lord. I thank you, Lord.

Heal me by Your grace and and bless my loved 
one with Your gentle touch.

Amen.

– By Father Tim Gareau
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Introducing the Innovation Center
by Joy Horvath

spark of an idea, two 
years of planning and 

preparation, a successful 
fundraising push, and a fast 
track construction project 
have finally produced The 
Innovation Center at St. 
Raphael School!  Whose idea 
was this anyway?  What is 
STREAM?  How does this 
new classroom enhance 
instruction? 

About two years ago, Ann 
Miller, then-Principal of 
St. Raphael School (SRS), 
Roger Andrachik, Assistant 
Principal, and various faculty members were 
brainstorming ways to incorporate Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) more fully into all classes and grade 
levels at SRS.  STEM education, a national 
movement, is a concerted effort to train today’s 
students in technologic subjects crucial for 
preparing them for jobs of the future.  STEM 
education incorporates scientific inquiry and 
technological design through project-based 
learning, and hands-on problem-solving. 
STREAM (Science, Technology, RELIGION, 
ARTS, Mathematics) is our Diocesan 
interpretation of this educational goal, including 
The Arts and Religion in the mix.  The Arts 
promote creativity and a rich imagination, and 
Religion incorporates our Catholic morality.

A committee was formed to gather information 
from other schools, search for an appropriate 
space in the building, and raise funds for the 
construction.  After the faculty had decided on 
the details, generous donors made the Center 

a reality.  Fast-tracked construction was begun in 
June, 2019, just after the end of the school year, and 
was mostly completed before school resumed at 
the end of August!  SRS already has an up-to-date 
computer lab, and 6th through 8th grade students 
are issued personal Chromebooks for classwork 
and homework.  iPads are available for younger 
grades.  The Innovation Center gathers up all these 
components, integrates some advanced technology, 
and concentrates it all in one beautiful space near 
the school library.  

The large glass-walled room seats about 30, with 
large tables and lots of floor space to facilitate 
group projects.  Individual computers are available, 
and there are 3-D printers, copiers, printers, a laser 
cutter, and a large poster printer. Look up toward 
the loft, and you’ll see a “green screen” used for in-
house video production. For younger classes, there 
are Legos, big plastic gears, PlusPlus blocks (a kind 
of jigsaw set for 3-dimensional construction), Kēva 
blocks (small wooden rectangles for balance and 
construction), and Makey-Makey (for electrical 

A
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circuitry).    There’s also a Tower Garden, a 
hydroponic planter that will be used in plant 
studies.

Ellen Skonce, knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
STREAM Coordinator, talked about the kinds 
of lessons students might experience in the 
Innovation Center.  Science and Math classes have 
obvious uses for experiments, pre-engineering 
activities, robotics and computer coding.  But 
how about Language Arts?  Students can read a 
passage, analyze characters, make inferences, and 
build a setting or a room.  For Social Studies, Ellen 
has laid out the Nile River on the floor using blue 
tape, and students have constructed pyramids, 
temples and monuments in geographic position 
and to scale.  The various blocks and building 
systems like Lego and PlusPlus come with 
“challenge cards”: build something that will float, 
make a machine where the ball will plink three 
times on the way down, or build a house with one 
door and two windows.  Ellen says that even the 
youngest students can conceive of and construct 
something appropriate.  Layered over all work is 
our Catholic morality: Why should we be good 
stewards of the earth?  What choices do we make 
that will help rather than harm others?  

The faculty’s goal is to give every student access 
to the Innovation Center as often as possible, and 
Ellen plans to issue STREAM challenges each 
quarter, so that individual students can work at 
their pace and to their interests.

So what happened to the “old” library since 
this new space was carved out?  The library has 
been reconfigured with new soft seating in the 
story area, some computer stations, and restyled 
shelving. There’s a row of study cubicles for 
individual work.   About 30% of the books were 

purged because of obsolescence, (“Man may 
someday go to the moon.”), and new versions 
purchased.

Long before now, SRS had been in the forefront of 
enhanced STREAM/STEM education.  In August 
2019, The Ohio Academy of Science awarded 
the Thomas Edison Award for Excellence in 
STEM Education to St. Raphael School and five 
of its teachers:  Amy Hoffmeister, Lyndsay Moro, 
Michelle Wise, Carla Licastro, and Andrea Ruda.  
The award recognizes schools and teachers who 
stimulate scientific student research and extend 
opportunities beyond traditional classroom 
activities.  This is the fifth year in a row that SRS 
has received this recognition, and SRS was one of 
only 54 schools in Ohio to be so honored in 2019.  
Congratulations!

As of this writing, finishing touches are being 
added to the Innovation Center, and Ellen Skonce 
believes that the space will be fully usable by 
the end of September.  She’s looking forward to 
holding an Open House so she can showcase the 
marvelous technology and exciting equipment 
available to students.  Watch the bulletin for 
details – you won’t want to miss this!
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Do you ever feel like time is slipping away from 
you? The rapid pace of modern life makes it easy 
to get a form of amnesia – to forget that we are here 
on a mission, and that our lives are one chapter in 
a  bigger story about God’s redemptive love. One 
solution for remembering our story and who we 
really are is to slow the days down by observing 
the Church’s calendar. It gives us times for feasting 
and fasting, and something to remember and pray 
about every day of the year.

When society was less secular, there were many 
traditions for marking “the Christian year,” as the 
liturgical calendar is called. As Catholics in the 
United States have become more assimilated, many 
of these traditions have been forgotten, but in other 
parts of the world they are still thriving. Even in 
America, our culture has retained practices that 
echo the liturgical year on holidays like St. Patrick’s 
Day and Mardi Gras.

If you’d like to go deeper but aren’t sure where 
to begin, try checking out The Catholic All Year 
Compendium: Liturgical Living For Real Life by 
Kendra Tierney. Kendra is a blogger and a mother 
with her tenth child on the way, but her book makes 
clear that you do not have to have a zillion children, 
or any children, to take part in the rhythm and rich 
traditions of the Church’s liturgical year.

Counting the Days the Catholic Way
by Maggie Brady

The best way to incorporate liturgical living, of 
course, is to participate in the Church’s actual 
liturgy, specifically the Mass and the Liturgy of 
the Hours. However, incorporating additional 
practices can be great for making memories, 
and even used as an evangelization tool – your 
neighbors might not be ready to accept an 
invitation to Mass, but they would probably 
come to your backyard bonfire on Midsummer 
Eve (the feast of the nativity of St. John the 
Baptist).

Among other tips, Kendra shares the best day 
for writing to the Pope (and his address), how 
to figure out the date of your “name day,” 
the greatest excuse to eat waffles, and how to 
impress your neighbors with the most authentic 
Halloween costume of them all.  Along the way, 
she tells the stories of saints, clues the reader into 
theology and history, and most of all connects 
us with our Catholic heritage.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI once wrote, 
“The one who has hope lives differently.1” 
By celebrating the Christian year, we can be 
reminded that we have a reason to hope, and be 
inspired to live differently every day.

1. Spe Salvi, “Saved in Hope.”  Encyclical by Benedict XVI



We as Catholics should be sensitive to the reality 
that half of our children will abandon the faith by 
the time they reach the age of 201.  Additionally, 
only 22% of us who profess to being Catholics 
attend Mass regularly2. Disheartening though 
these facts may be, there is good news, as there 
is an ongoing inflow of young adults who for 
various reasons have elected to become Catholic. 
I find that reality encouraging for the future of 
not only our faith, but the parish as well.  

These “candidates” and “catechumens” as they 
are called, begin a formation process through 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(R.C.I.A.), a program developed by the Catholic 
Church for converts to Catholicism. Participants 
are gradually introduced to all aspects of 
Catholic beliefs. “Candidates” are those who 
have already been baptized in another Christian 
tradition; “catechumens” are what we call those 
unbaptized persons who are seeking to join the 
Church. The Vatican’s Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
promulgated RCIA in 1972, and ideally, there 
is an RCIA process available in every Roman 
Catholic parish. 

For those who join RCIA, the experience is 
a period of reflection, prayer, instruction, 
discernment, and formation. Those who enter 
the process are expected to begin attending Mass 
and get involved in faith activities and parish 
life. Priests have the responsibility of attending 
to the pastoral care of the participants. 

At St. Raphael, the RCIA program is under the 
direction of Father Eric.  He has developed a 
well-organized schedule of weekly meetings 
that usually starts in September and concludes at 
Easter.   Father stresses the “3 C’s” (Conversion, 

Catechesis, and Communion). The objective is 
to instruct the candidate in the Church’s beliefs, 
and also stresses the camaraderie and fellowship 
among all the candidates, their sponsors, and 
parish members. 

In just the last two years, the 
St. Raphael RCIA program has 
brought 20 candidates into full 
communion with the Catholic 
Church.  These are men and 
women who each have their 
own individual reasons 
for making the decision to 
become Catholic.  This is an 
intentional life decision they 
have made.  They want a 
personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ and feel that they 
can best achieve that via the 
Catholic Church.

I would like to introduce you to one such recent 
participant in the St. Raphael RCIA program.  
Jasmine Mihalski is a 19-year-old nursing student.  
She grew up in a non-religious family, but after 
watching her older sister Monique convert because 
of the witness of a good friend who was Catholic, 
Jasmine started to attended Mass with her sister. 
She was moved to desire what she saw not only in 
her sister, but in the St. Raphael community.  

Most members of Jasmine’s class were between 
the ages of 19 to 40.  All had a variety of reasons 
for their conversion, but Jasmine felt that the most 
common reason was to prepare for embarking on 
the vocation marriage.

Jasmine’s mom and dad are very supportive of 
both their daughters’ decisions and their mother is 
seriously considering becoming a Catholic as well.  
We sometimes don’t realize how our behavior 
as Catholics is seen by others.  We can be a good 
representative of our faith as well as our parish.  

If you are interested in pursuing the “learning and 
loving” process of RCIA, contact Fr. Eric at the 
parish office, 440-871-1100.

Have You Ever Imagined Becoming Catholic?
by Mike Manco

1. Pew Research Center
2. Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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NOTICE: New Parish Directory
St. Raphael Church will be publishing a printed 
directory of all parishioners at the end of this year, 
to include family name, street address, and home 
phone numbers.  If you do NOT want your family 
to be listed in the directory, please contact Deacon 
Mark Cunningham in the Parish Office: 440-360-7763 
(mcunningham@saintraphaelparish.com). 

This directory is intended for use by parishioners, and 
your contact information will not be provided to outside 
sales organizations.

If you have received a copy of this newsletter via the 
U.S. Post Office, then we have your address and you 

are likely to be included in the directory – unless you 
opt out by contacting Deacon Mark.  Parishioners 
who have had their photographs taken for the 
directory this summer will automatically be listed in 
the directory using the contact information provided 
at the time of the photography.

Meet Maggie, Our New Editor!
We’re excited to announce the parish newsletter has 
a new Editor!  Parishioner Maggie Brady has been 
taking on the role since the September issue.  Thank 
you, and congratulations Maggie! Have a topic you'd 
like to see addressed in the newsletter? Send ideas to 
margaretbrady@protonmail.com.


