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My dear friends in Christ,

Thanksgiving, 2021! As the years move along, this 
special day reminds us to pause and be grateful 
for life, family, friends, and the many freedoms we 
enjoy which are not available to many in our global 
human family.

Our rootedness reminds us we are a people called 
to be of hope and invited to a deeper faith in God 
and one another. In gathering around the table 
with family and friends, we pause to give thanks 
for all that has graced our lives – joys of friendship, 
laughter and good health, the painful events 
which promoted deeper growth and gave greater 
insight to the importance of faith in our own gifts 
of goodness and talent and that of our family and 
friends, and knowing we have a God who loves us 
more than we could ever imagine.

As the chosen of God, then, the holy people 
whom He loves, you are to be clothed in 
heartfelt compassion, in generosity and 
humility, gentleness and patience...and may 
the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, 
because it is for this that you were called in 
one body. Always be thankful. 

(Col. 3:12, 15)

On this special day it is my prayerful hope that you 
and your family celebrate the gift of life you are, 
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and that you bring to one another. We are connected to 
one another. Not one of us called ourselves into being 
– we have been gifted by a loving God who has called 
us to manifest His love in the service we give to one 
another.

I thank God each day that you are a member of our St. 
Raphael Parish Family – persons of deep faith, filled 
with much hope and compassion. You are among the 
blessings I celebrate!

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Timothy W. Gareau

Pastor
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New: The Our Lady of Fatima 
Traveling Pilgrim Statue
By Maggie Brady
The people of St. Raphael Parish have a remarkable opportunity 
emerging in our midst: New parishioner Patty Shumiloff is helping 
coordinate the journey of the Our Lady of Fatima Traveling Pilgrim 
statue.

What’s it all about? Bottom line, the Blessed Virgin wants to be with her 
faithful children. We have the chance to honor Our Lady in a special way 
in our homes, spending time with her and experiencing the countless 
graces that flow from a sincere devotion to Jesus’s mother. 

It all began after Our Lady appeared in Fatima, Portugal in 1917. Sister 
Lucia, who was one of the children who saw the Blessed Mother, 
described to sculptor Jose Thedim what she looked like. He created the 
International Pilgrim Virgin statue which was first brought to the United 
States in 1947, subsequently traveling throughout the country and the 
Western hemisphere to huge throngs of faithful eager to receive her. 
Amazing miracles, including medical cures and spontaneous religious 
conversions, have been reported and attributed to the statue’s presence. 
Most famously, the “Miracle of Tears” has seen the statue appearing 
to weep real human tears on multiple occasions. Since then, beautiful 
replicas have been made, including the one now touring our area.

Our new parish family member Patty Shumiloff first experienced the 
Traveling Pilgrim statue about 30 years ago, when she was a teacher 
living in Kent. In the midst of the pandemic, Patty 
moved to Avon to be near her daughter who just 
became a mother herself. She fell in love with St. 
Raphael parish via our livestream! It wasn’t long 
before she was hearing God’s insistent call while 
praying the rosary: “You need to bring the statue 
here.” Patty didn’t feel worthy of starting such a 
ministry, but Our Lady has always led her on to 
the next person, starting with the Legion of Mary. 
The statue even visited the rectory this summer.  

The statue of Our Lady stays in the homes of the 
faithful for two weeks, with the only stipulation 
being to not place it on the floor. Everyone in the 
home has a chance to consciously spend more 
time with the Blessed Virgin, and live ordinary 
family life while recollecting her maternal care. 
Many of us may never have the chance to make 
a pilgrimage to Fatima, but here is a chance to 
receive Our Lady’s message without leaving our 
community.

If you or the members of your group would love 
to welcome Our Lady in your homes, please 
contact Patty Shumiloff at 330-842-7204.
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St. Raphael
The North American Martyrs
by Ashley Herzog
In the gathering space of this parish, there’s an artwork 
titled “North American Martyrs.” We’ve all seen it, 
but few people know the story behind it. As a lifelong 
member of St. Raphael, I decided to find out about the 
eight Jesuit priests murdered in the 17th century by 
Iroquois, Huron, and Mohawk warriors.

Continued on Page 8

The North American martyrs arrived from France 
in what is now New York, Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. They arrived with the goal of spreading 
the gospel to the Native tribes living in the area. 
Unlike other European settlers, Jesuit missionaries 
did not enslave any of the indigenous people 
or attempt to seize their land. The eight priests 
included:

• Saint Rene Goupil,  

• Saint Isaac Jogues, 

• Saint John de Lalande,

• Saint Anthony Daniel, 

• Saint John de Brebeuf,

• Saint Charles Garnier,

• Saint Noel Chabanel and

• Saint Gabriel Lalemant.

Have you been living in survival mode for the last 18 
months? Haven’t we all? This is the year to reconnect 
with the heart of your family. St. Raphael has some 
great opportunities to do just that!

Happening Weekly:

Children’s Adoration – Parent-led worship time, 
learning and praying through Eucharistic Adoration. 
Most school Fridays from 3:30-4:00 in the Franciscan 
Chapel beginning October 14, 2021. All ages and little 
siblings are welcome! Questions? Nervous about 
bringing your l it t le ones? Contact Katie Zorc at 
Zorc@saintraphaelparish.com for answers and 
reassurance. 

Raphael Hoopsters – Adult pick-up basketball, most 
Sundays from 8-10 pm in the PAC. Contact Ben 
Campbell for information: b0013@hotmail.com 

Special Events:

Theology of the Body – Jen Riccard from Cleveland 
Theology of the Body (www.tobcle.org) and Fr. Jim 
will continue speaking on the foundations of TOB 
and touch on current culture, geared towards parents, 
November 10 at 7:00 p.m.

Family Bash – Fun for the whole family, June 17, 
2022. Details TBA!

For Couples:

Post Cana – meetups that let you focus on 
marriage, with the help of a speaker – and 
babysitting!  January 7, April 8, and September 30, 
2022

For Moms:

Faith Study – once a month meeting to study 
an aspect of our faith. Babysitting included! 
Takes place the second Wednesday of the month 
during the school year. Contact Karen Campbell, 
kscampbell25@gmail.com, for more information.

November 10, December 8, 2021

January 12, February 9, March 9, May 11, 2022

Also coming soon: Mom’s Night Out! Monthly 
social events to give you a break to connect with 
other moms in the parish. 

Family Connections: Save the Dates!
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The 75th Anniversary Mass 
of St. Raphael Parish

Bishop Edward C. Malesic (Center)
Reverend Timothy W. Gareau (Left)

Reverend James T. Winings (Center Left)
Reverend Edward F. Weist (Right)
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Highlights from Bishop Malesic’s Homily 
for the 75th Anniversary Mass
“Always remember that this parish is a gift. Sometimes 
we’re good at complaining about what we don’t have 
or what we don’t like. Remember this is a gift we need 
to be thankful for, it is handed on from one generation 
of people to other generations. It’s not just for us. It’s 
given to us, and it’s going to be handed on by us. Your 
legacy in many ways is your faith… 

“A parish should become a home in the midst of 
homes. A home with open doors to welcome others… 
The genius behind the Church’s 2000 year history 
is that it’s always welcomed the child in baptism, the 
stranger in friendship, and the lost who are seeking a 
home. People are out there wandering around, having 
no idea where to find help, where to find community, 
where to find hope, and we have the answer right here. 
Tell them!

“Take some time to think of all that has happened 
here over the last 75 years, most of it done together as 
a parish family. Like every family, your community 
has seen times of great joy: births, weddings and other 
celebrations. And times of sadness: death, tragedies 
and other woes. And you came together, you stood 
together, supporting one another with love and faith, 
and you have held to what is good and true and 
beautiful. That is what we lift up: the true, the good, 
the beautiful. And ultimately those things lead us 
to God, who is all good, all true, all beautiful. Even 
during the worst of the pandemic you have celebrated 
the sacraments and proclaimed the Word. Even when 
no one was in here, that altar was being used… 

“A pastor is only as good as the advice he gets from 
parish leaders and the support the gets from his 
parishioners, so thanks for making Fr Tim look good! 
He is a good pastor… 

“We can’t limit God’s blessing to what happens to us 
inside the walls of our churches and our schools and 
our social halls… it has to spill out. In Pope Francis’s 
encyclical, The Joy of the Gospel, he called for a 
pastoral and missionary conversion. He wants us to see 
the Church in its very nature as missionary. 

“He said that our communities must be places where 
we are strengthened to go out to into the world, even 
to the peripheries, to proclaim the good news of Jesus 
Christ risen form the dead. The basic message of the 
Church: a dead man has come back to life! We have 

met Him, we know Him and we love Him, and He 
wants to love you too. Jesus is risen form the dead.

“So in addition to taking care of your own needs by 
gathering together as a parish, you also have the need 
to become a witness to Christian life, by going out of 
these walls to bring the help of Jesus to all those He 
wants to put in our way.

“If you’re a blessed person, and looking around, 
you look pretty blessed, it’s not just for you. It’s for 
someone else, too. That could be a spouse, a child, 
your neighborhood, or someone who needs your help 
that you have the ability to give. We have much to do 
outside. The world needs the leaven of Christ to rise up. 

“Think about Raphael who restored light to that 
man, Tobit. This parish should be like Raphael: we 
have a light that the darkness fears. Do not be afraid 
to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit that you received at 
confirmation to calm a troubled world. Why did you 
receive wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, 
knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord? Not so you 
can “graduate from Church” but so you can become 
witnesses in the world. That’s why you get those gifts. 
So you can do something with it! And bring some 
peace in the midst of so much violence and division.

“This parish has been a center of outreach to the 
community for 75 years. Think about this. Here the 
invisible God becomes visible under sacramental signs, 
especially in the Eucharist. In the Mass, the glorious 
and risen Christ is made visible under the signs of 
bread and wine. We should be able to say with the 
disciples on the way to Emmaus that we have come to 
see Jesus in the breaking of the bread.
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“So many – even Catholics, I hate to say – either don’t 
know, or don’t believe, that what Jesus said is absolutely 
true: That “I am the bread of life, he who eats my body 
and drinks my blood will live forever, for my flesh is 
real food and my blood is true drink.” He didn’t mean 
that allegorically. Here the risen Christ, the glorious 
Christ, the Christ who went through doors after the 
Resurrection, the Christ who ascended into heaven, the 
Christ who sits in front of the Father, is the Christ who 
is here mystically, sacramentally, and substantially. Why 
else would we genuflect before Him and call him our 
Lord? Because He’s here… 

“We must make Jesus visible. After we receive Jesus 
here we must share him. We must be His body and His 
blood in the world. This parish, its people, are sent from 
this gathering each Sunday to put flesh on God’s word. 
That’s why you’re called here…  

“Be like Raphael, and bring God’s healing of body and 
soul to those you meet along the way. Sometimes  you 
bring God’s life to someone else without you ever even 
knowing it/ But that person, and God, knows what you 
did. Because you are Christian and took some of heaven 
from in here to out in the world…  

“God is the author of every life including our own. 
Because of that we have a dignity that comes to us from 
God Himself. I look out here and I see children of God, 
dignified because God is the author of your life. Our 
dignity comes to us when we are conceived, our dignity 

remains with us when we live, and our dignity is 
taken with us into eternity when we die. Every life 
has worth and all life must be defended, supported 
and loved – all life. 

“If we could look at each other with the eyes of God, 
we would see in each one of us the spark of our 
Creator who is Love itself. That’s why we treat each 
other with respect. Don’t shout all the time, don’t 
always talk about claiming our rights without talking 
about our obligations to one another… 

“We can not walk out of this Church the same way 
we come in. Pope Francis has said the parish must 
be mission-oriented, and that includes not only 
social outreach, but also evangelization. We must 
not only live the faith, sometimes we must speak 
the faith. We must share the good news and talk 
about our relationship with Jesus, which must be a 
personal relationship but should never be a private 
relationship. We should not keep Jesus to ourselves, 
or this parish. 

We must invite others to experience what we have 
experienced here: the celebration of Word and 
Sacrament. Someone once asked a person who was 
non-Catholic, who had gone through 12 years of 
Catholic school and had a great reverence for the 
Catholic Church: “After 12 years in Catholic school, 
why didn’t you become a Catholic?” And the person 
said, “Because no one ever asked me.” 

Sometimes we must ask, invite, and encourage. We 
need to learn how to say, “Would you like to know 
more about my faith? Would you like to come and 
meet the Jesus I have come to know?” 

Do not be afraid to tell people you are a person of 
faith and that you belong to this parish.

I know it’s hard to say “I believe in God” sometimes, 
with some people. It’s harder to say “I’m Catholic.” 
Let me tell you, it’s hard to say I’m a Catholic bishop! 
They take aim right away. But, that’s what I am! 
That’s what we are.  

“You have much to offer a soul here. And many 
souls could benefit from your parish. Emphasize the 
positive over the negative. Yes, like every family, we 
have things that we can grumble about… but this 
family has Jesus at the head of its table. Be thankful 
for that. Invite others to that table. There are seats 
available. Invite them to join us.

In fact, as this parish has done for 75 years, go and 
announce the Gospel of the Lord.”
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7
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The North American Martyrs

All eight men were kidnapped and murdered over 
an eight-year period, with Goupil disappearing first 
in 1642 in New York state. According to the Catholic 
News Agency, “Saint Isaac Jogues, after thirteen 
months’ imprisonment by the Mohawks, had several 
fingers cut off of his hand. He went back to Europe, 
but returned again to North America and was killed 
by tomahawk blows at Ossernenon, now called 
Auriesville, in New York State. Saint John de Brebeuf 
declared before he died, ‘I have a strong desire to suffer 
for Jesus Christ.’” Goupil reportedly cried out “Jesus, 
Jesus, Jesus!” as he was killed by the Mohawk Indians.

But the brutal details of these Jesuit men’s deaths 
are not what matters about this story. What 
matters is that, for being willing to die for their 
faith, the men became Catholic saints. They were 
canonized in 1930 by Pope Pius XI, and their feast 
day is celebrated on October 19.

As the 34-year-old Saint Isaac Jogues said before 
his death in 1642, “My confidence is placed in 
God who does not need our help to accomplish 
His designs. Our single endeavor should be 
to give ourselves to the work and be faithful 
to Him (God), and not to spoil His work by our 
shortcomings.”

Continued from Page 3


