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My Dear Friends in Christ,

 Thanksgiving, 2018!  As 
the years move along, this 
special day reminds us to 
pause and be grateful for life, 
family, friends and the many 
freedoms we enjoy which are 
not available to many in our 
global human family.

 Our rootedness reminds us 
we are a people called to be of 
hope and invited to a deeper 
faith in God and one another.  
In gathering around the table 
with family and friends, we 
pause to give thanks for all 
that has graced our lives - 
joys of friendship, laughter 
and good health, the painful 
events which promoted deeper 
growth and gave greater 
insight to the importance 
of faith in our own gifts of 
goodness and talent and that 
of our family and friends, and 
knowing we have a God who 
loves us more than we could 
ever imagine.

 As the chosen of God, then, 
the holy people whom He loves, 
you are to be clothed in heartfelt 

compassion, in generosity 
and humility, gentleness and 
patience...
and may the peace of Christ reign 
in your hearts, because it is for 
this that you were called in one 
body.  Always be thankful. 
(Col. 3:12, 15)

 On this special day it is my 
prayerful hope that you and 
your family celebrate the gift 
of life you are, and that you 
bring to one another.  We are 
connected to one another.  No 
one of us called ourselves into 
being - we have been gifted by 
a loving God who has called 
us to manifest His love in the 
service we give to one another.

 I thank God each day 
that you are a member of our 
St. Raphael Parish Family 
- persons of deep faith, 
filled with much hope and 
compassion.  You are among 
the blessings I celebrate!

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Timothy W. Gareau Pastor
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ocial Concerns Ministry has been offering op-
portunities for our parish to share their faith 

through actions and words for over 30 years. We 
would like to say THANK YOU to the parish for 
your most generous donation in the Social Con-
cerns Ministry envelopes. These monetary do-
nations benefit the many works of our ministry 
during the year. The envelopes for the near west 
side hunger centers have also continued, and the 
centers are most grateful for the donations.

 The Pancake Breakfast has supported our hol-
iday programs. This year the breakfast will be on 
December 2nd. Join us for a fun-filled morning 
with a delicious breakfast, children’s crafts, Santa 
and his elves from 8:30 until Noon. Volunteers are 
needed for setup, cooking and cleanup. We ho-ho-
hope to see you there!

 Many hearts will be blessed this holiday season 
by sharing with others our time, treasures and tal-
ents. Many opportunities are available to make a 
difference in our world.

 Thanksgiving Helping Hands Food Drive be-
gins at the end of October and continues through 
November 14th. This ministry will be collecting 
a variety of non-perishable food items for peo-
ple in need who live and work in our community 
as well as those in our surrounding near west side 
and Lorain church communities. With your gener-
ous support, the parish will be able to fill over 200 
food boxes. Watch for the leaves hung on the board 
in the Gathering Space and Good Shepherd Square 
starting the last weekend in October. Select a food 
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S item that you want to donate and return it to the bins 
in Good Shepherd Square by November 14th. Drivers 
are needed on November 14th.

 Pumpkin Pies will be delivered to area hunger 
centers and churches that serve a Thanksgiving meal. 
On November 10th & 11th two hundred pie crusts 
and pumpkin fillings will be available in Good Shep-
herd Square. The SRS 6th graders bake 70 of these 
pies. Pies should be baked, frozen, wrapped with foil 
and returned to the lunchroom freezer by November 
16th. Donated homemade pies are wonderful and 
welcome too. Thanks to your donations in the SCM 
envelopes, we will be able to purchase 150 additional 
pies.

 Mitten Tree collection starts December 1st. Win-
ter is cold and we need your help with collecting 
adult and children’s hat, gloves, scarves and mittens. 
The items are collected on a tree in Good Shepherd 
Square. Items are taken to centers for distribution.

 The Guild’s Coat Collection is on November 
10th & 11th and December 1st & 2nd.  Poinsettia 
plants will also be for sale in the Lunchroom.  The 
Advent Evening of Reflection with Father Michael 
Stalla is December 6th.

 The Christmas Toy Drive will be December 8th 
& 9th. Please bring new or like new toys into Good 
Shepherd Square. The toys collected are given to par-
ents to provide Christmas presents to their children, 
which they could not otherwise afford to do. Adult 
drivers and student volunteers are needed for deliv-
eries on December 9th at Noon.
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This Issue:

St. Raphael School Is Building an 
Innovation Center for STREAM 
Education

Meet Rachael Brusky
Administrative Assistant for Religious 
Education & Sacramental Preparation

4

5

6

2



 The Adopt-A-Family program 
provides Christmas gift assistance 
to individuals and families in need 
from near west side parishes and 
agencies, as well as from our own 
parish and local communities. This 
year the tags with the gift wishes will 
be on the board on November 17th in 
the Gathering Space and Good Shep-
herd Square. All wrapped gifts are 
due to be returned by December 7th. 
Volunteers are needed on Saturday, 
December 8th, and Sunday, Decem-
ber 9th. Drivers are needed to deliver 
on December 12th.

Written by Michelle Walsh

For information or volunteering see the 
bulletin for details or send an email to:

socialconcernsministry@saintraphaelparish.com 
(we will forward to the chairperson of the appropriate ministry)

Helping Hands Food Drive: Jen Hengelsberg
Thanksgiving Pumpkin Pies: Kelly Corrigan and Hilary Keberdle

Mitten Tree: Karen Kozsey
Breakfast With Santa: Toni Mullee
Christmas Toy Drive: Tom Fattlar

Adopt-A-Family:  Emily Giovannazzo and Colleen Maher

St. Raphael
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A Heartfelt Thank You From the 
Agencies We Support



s the summer ends and the fall season 
begins, this time of year is when many 
begin to contemplate certain financial 

planning decisions, including their annual 
charitable gifts.  Perhaps you are one of those 
persons, and are prayerfully considering a 
charitable gift to St. Raphael Parish given 
its importance to you, your family and the 
community.  There are a few ways to satisfy a 
charitable gift, each with different advantages 
and features:

 Gift of cash.  Giving cash is easy.  You  
can either simply write a check payable to St. 
Raphael Parish and send it to the parish before 
Dec. 31, 2018, - or, alternatively, you can make 
a one-time cash gift by visiting the parish’s 
website at www.saintraphaelparish.com and 
selecting “Online Giving.”

 You may be entitled to a charitable income 
tax deduction for the full value of the gift on 
your 2018 income tax return, but you should 
consult with your tax advisor to help make that 
determination.

 Gift of long-term appreciated securities.  
Charitable gifts of long-term appreciated 
securities (i.e. securities you have held for longer 
than one year) can also be advantageous.  You 
simply transfer your long-term appreciated 
security from your brokerage or custody account 
directly to the parish.  You may receive an 
immediate charitable income tax deduction of 
the full fair market value of your contribution, 
and most significantly, any capital gains tax will 
have been eliminated.

 You should consult with your tax advisor to 
determine if this type of charitable gift is right 
for you.

Are You Considering 
A Charitable Gift 
This Fall?

 Using a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to 
make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD).  If 
you have attained age 70 ½, you may likely be faced 
with an RMD from your IRA.  You can make a QCD 
of up to $100,000 of your RMD, to St. Raphael Parish 
without including the distribution in your income.  The 
rules applicable to QCDs from IRAs are very specific.  
Before you decide whether you should make such 
a gift, please consult your tax advisor to determine if 
you qualify, and if such a gift makes sense given your 
particular situation.

 If you wish to learn more about gifting strategies 
to St. Raphael Parish – including information on what 
you can do now and also how you can remember St. 
Raphael in your estate plan - please visit the parish 
website at www.saintraphaelparish.com, or contact 
Kris McGivney at 440-871-1100, or via email at 
legacysociety@saintraphaelparish.com.
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What is STREAM Education?

STREAM is a framework for creative 
instruction that uses technology to advance 
the learning experience. STREAM is 
an acronym for Science, Technology, 
Religion, Engineering, the Arts and Math. 
Our mission as a Catholic school is to 
educate the whole child. STREAM has the 
same principles as STEM with the infusion 
of religion and the arts across all subjects to 
provide students with the creative thinking 
skills to help prepare them for successful 
careers in a 21st century workforce.

Over the past several years, St. Raphael 
School has implemented STREAM 
education to the curriculum. It has 
enhanced our students’ outstanding 
education. The School’s initiative this year 
is to expand the STREAM curriculum 
by renovating the existing Library area 
to create an Innovation Center. This 
Innovation Center allows the school to 
keep its competitive edge and raises the 
bar of the curriculum.

On Giving Tuesday, November 27, 2018, please consider helping our dream become a reality 
by making a donation to the St. Raphael School Innovation Center. Together, we can prepare 
our students to be innovative lifelong learners at St. Raphael School and beyond.

St. Raphael
St. Raphael School Is Building an 

Innovation Center for STREAM Education
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In his apostolic exhortation “On Catechesis In 
Our Time,” Pope St. John Paul II wrote, “The 
name of catechesis was given to the whole of 
the efforts within the Church to make disciples, 
to help people to believe that 
Jesus is the Son of God, so that 
believing they might have life 
in His name, and to educate 
and instruct them in this life 
and thus build up the Body 
of Christ. The Church has not 
ceased to devote her energy to 
this task.”

One person in our parish who 
has made that mission her own 
is Rachael Brusky. Rachael 
joined the team at St. Raphael in 
April 2018 as an administrative 
assistant for religious education 
and sacramental preparation. She is always on 
the go making it easier for parents and PSR 
teachers to pass on the faith – even teaching 
a class herself. “There’s not a boring day or a 
boring time!” she says with a smile.

Rachael grew up in Avon Lake and met her 
husband, Grant, while banquet serving at Avon 
Oaks Country Club. Her educational journey 
took her from St. Joseph School, to Magnificat 
High School, to Miami University, and finally 
to Old Dominion University in Norfolk, 

Virginia, where she obtained a Master’s Degree 
in Education with a specialization in reading.  
Her travels didn’t end there as her husband’s 
career as an active duty military pilot took 

the couple around the United 
States. Meanwhile, Rachael was 
busy as an educator teaching 
first grade at a Catholic school 
in Virginia Beach.

While visiting the Cleveland 
area for the holidays, Rachael 
and Grant dropped in at St. 
Raphael with a family member.  
“As soon as we walked in we 
said, ‘When we move home, 
this is it.’  It just feels alive here. 
It feels like home to us,” she 
says.

Rachael spends her days near the heart of that 
vibrancy helping the over 500 children served 
by the St. Raphael PSR program. Mondays are 
her busiest day. She gets into the Parish Office 
in the morning to focus on administrative 
tasks, and leaves later in the evening after 
teaching second grade PSR.  Since she began 
her new role, she’s helped the parish get ready 
to celebrate First Holy Communion, aided with 
Vacation Bible School and currently is helping 
students prepare for First Reconciliation.

Meet Rachael Brusky
Administrative Assistant for Religious Education and Sacramental Preparation
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“The name of catechesis 

was given to the whole 

of the efforts within 

the Church to make 

disciples, to help people 

to believe that Jesus is 

the Son of God, so that 

believing they might 

have life in His name...”



“We rolled out online PSR registration, and 
new this year we have the ability for parents to 
pay with a check online or a credit card. We are 
getting a really positive response and I think 
it’s working out for everybody,” she says.

Rachael has also made it possible for PSR 
parents to report their child’s absence online 
instead of having to call in.  The online form 
generates an email to Rachael, who makes sure 

Meet Rachael Brusky
Administrative Assistant for Religious Education and Sacramental Preparation
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the child’s PSR teacher gets a copy of the form 
in his or her mailbox.

She even created a page for her fellow 
catechists on the St. Raphael website, “The 
Catechist Corner”.  The webpage includes links 
to resources for PSR teachers like important 
forms, blogs, and teaching ideas.

Rachael may have always been meant to work 
at St. Raphael – her confirmation name is 
Michelle, in honor of another archangel. “I love 
St. Michael. I feel like he watches over me and 
protects me,” she says.

In her spare time, she enjoys spending time 
with family, traveling, and Pure Barre, a high 
intensity workout that resembles a mix of 
Pilates and yoga, with a ballet barre thrown 
in. “It’s low impact but it tones all the muscle 
groups that you have. You feel stronger 
mentally and physically when you’re done 
with it.”

St. Raphael is blessed to have dedicated and 
passionate catechists like Rachael in our 
community!

Written by Maggie Brady

Rachael Brusky with her husband, Grant.
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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Cleveland, OH

44101
Permit No. 703

C H U R C H

mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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Helping Hands Food Drive: Jen Hengelsberg
Thanksgiving Pumpkin Pies: Kelly Corrigan and Hilary Keberdle

Mitten Tree: Karen Kozsey
Breakfast With Santa: Toni Mullee
Christmas Toy Drive: Tom Fattlar

Adopt-A-Family:  Emily Giovannazzo and Colleen Maher

For information or volunteering see the 
bulletin for details or send an email to:

socialconcernsministry@saintraphaelparish.com 
(we will forward to the chairperson of the appropriate ministry)
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www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Let’s Join In As Disciples of Christ Sharing His Goodness!


