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n October 6, 1946, a mere six weeks after the 
first Mass of the newly-formed St. Raphael 

Parish, Fr. Zwilling called a meeting of parish 
women to form what he called his “right arm” of 
workers. Sixty women stayed after Mass; twelve of 
them formed a committee to launch the Guild. The 
first event was a card party on October 24, with 
election of officers. When Fr. Zwilling installed 
the newly-elected Board, he charged them with a 
four-part mission: support the Parish, care for the 
sanctuary, assist the school and its teachers, and 
offer fellowship for women. That first year, there 
were 93 members. 

For the next 75 years, the activities may have 
changed, but the focus has remained the same. The 
following is by no means an exhaustive list. How 
can one summarize so many busy seasons in such 
a small space? Because the notes for the early years 
have been so detailed, I have focused on events 
from 1946 through 1980. 

Over the years, the Guild has financed many 
purchases and improvements for the church and 
rectory. They provided the first collapsible organ 
for the traveling mass, then purchased a used 
organ ($25) when the first church opened. They 
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replaced that one ten years later, then in 1972 raised 
$10,000 for a piano. In 1977, the Guild purchased a 
snowblower and installed a water fountain in the 
hallway. The kitchen has always been the Guild’s 
domain, so over the years they have replaced the stove, 
installed cabinets, bought linens, appliances, and 
dishes. 
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May is for May Crowning
I believe one of the most beautiful traditions during the month of May is 
the May Crowning. Toward the end of the eighteenth century May was 
officially dedicated in honor of the Blessed Mother, Mary. May is known 
for its beauty. It is the promise of spring fulfilled. New life can be found 
everywhere. During May we celebrate Mother’s Day. I believe it is fitting 
that May also honor Jesus’ Mother, Mary, our Blessed Mother.

May is traditionally considered the month during which Mary visited 
her cousin, Elizabeth, who was pregnant with John the Baptist. Mary is 
greeted by Elizabeth who proclaims “Blessed art thou among women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb” (Luke 1:42). At this time Mary prays 
her famous and beautiful Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55). This visit sets the 
stage for John the Baptist’s role in Jesus’ future life and emphasizes the 
importance of the month of May in Mary’s life.

May crowning can be celebrated in several different ways. It can be done 
in the home with family members participating. It may take place inside 
or outside and can be accompanied by a special meal. Parish churches 
and schools are the usual

places for celebrating May crowning. Our parish celebrates two May 
crownings during the month, one for the parishioners which will take 
place Monday, May 10 at 7 p.m. in the church and the other will be 
held Friday, May 14 at 2 p.m. for the school. It will also take place at the 
church.

Traditionally the First Communicants from that year wear their First 
Communion clothing and participate in the procession to the statue. 
Hymns are sung and prayers are recited during the ceremony. 

All are cordially invited to attend our parish May Crowning on Monday, 
May 10, at 7 p.m. in the church. Bring the entire family. It is a beautiful 
and moving experience. Hope to see you there.

by Dianne Borowski

“Well Done” to the Sfeirs for 12 
Years of Fish Fries!



St. Raphael
Hate
by Mike Manco
From Britannica.com : “Seven deadly sins, also 
called seven capital sins or seven cardinal sins, 
in Roman Catholic theology, the seven vices that 
spur other sins and further immoral behavior. First 
enumerated by Pope Gregory the Great in the 6th 
century and elaborated in the 13th century by St. 
Thomas Aquinas, they are (1) vainglory, or pride, (2) 
greed, or covetousness, (3) lust, or inordinate or illicit 
sexual desire, (4) envy, (5) gluttony, which is usually 
understood to include drunkenness, (6) wrath, or 
anger, and (7) sloth.”

From Wikipedia.com: “Wrath (Latin: ira) can be 
defined as uncontrolled feelings of anger, rage, and 
even hatred. Wrath often reveals itself in the wish to 
seek vengeance. In its purest form, wrath presents 
with injury, violence, and hate that may provoke 
feuds that can go on for centuries.”

I single out the word wrath because this old and 
seldom used term is replaced now with anger, rage 
and hatred. 

Which brings me to the point of concern for us as 
Catholics, for we are seeing more and more of this 
in our secular world especially in our politics. I am 
worried that we as Catholics can get wrapped up in 
the political turmoil this country is going through 
when we see hate and anger displayed constantly by 
the news media and our elected politicians.

I can understand why the left or right does not like 
(insert hate) the opposite side. We have legitimate 
differences of opinions as to what this country 
needs (or doesn’t need). It is natural to feel worried 
and concerned for our country; our children; or our 
society in general. Our elected politicians seem to 
care about their electability first, their party position 
second, and us, the voting citizens a distant third. 
Constantly putting down the opposing side makes 
for great talking points in the evening news (which 
isn’t in the evening anymore but all day long).

I can remember not too long ago having a real 
conversation with a friend who was on the opposite 

side of my beliefs and opinions. After a round of golf 
we sat down and had lunch and talked for over an 
hour about our political differences. All I wanted to 
know is how he felt, and why he believed it was the 
correct position.  My approach was to ask a question, 
but not challenge. If needed, I asked for further 
clarification and examples. Even if I knew “the facts”, 
my goal was for him to express his feelings openly 
and without fear of repercussion. Conversely, he 
began to ask me to explain my position also without 
fear of starting a debate.  In the end, we both agreed 
that there were a few issues which separated us, 
but the degree of separation was very small in 
comparison to the rhetoric that was being promoted 
in the 30 second sound bites of the day.

I bring this issue up for two reasons. First, if you 
really have a hard time understanding the opposite 
side, please sit down with them and ask honest 
and open questions. Don’t challenge, but instead 
ask more probing question to determine the depth 
of knowledge/belief they possess. Above all don’t 
debate, but instead, try to understand their point of 
view. Secondly, it is so common and easy for our 
feelings to migrate to the point of hate, but we have 
to constantly check our feelings and replace hate 
with something else. (I know that the word love 
would be too much of a change.) Try sympathy; 
forgiveness; or compassion. Anything but hate. And 
especially, ask for God’s forgiveness when hate is on 
your mind.
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sgr. Ritty continued the efforts to implement 
the Vatican II directives. The Administrative 

Board was transformed into the Parish Council 
as it exists today, with Zone Representatives and 
Parish Commissions. The parish celebrated its 25th 
anniversary in 1971. Bishop Issenmann celebrated 
along with former associate pastors and Fr. Zwilling.

Spiritual formation continued to be a focus of the 
parish. In the fall of 1971, the parish sponsored men’s 
and women’s Cursillos, a program aimed to show 
Christian laypeople how to become effective Christian 
leaders. Adult education classes were added. Youth 
retreats and “Come to the Wedding Feast” Christian 
renewal for married couples were held.

Disciples of
the Lord

The 1970s
St. Raphael parishioners became more involved 
with social justice concerns. “Action for a Change” 
sessions were held, parishioners organized 
weekly help for Sr. Henrietta in the Hough area, 
Thanksgiving clothing collections were organized, 
and in 1976 the Knickerbocker Apartments opened (a 
collaboration of the churches in Bay Village).

The liturgy also changed. Mass was now celebrated 
in English, not Latin.  Women no longer had to cover 
their heads in church. Guitar Masses began and a 
contemporary music group/choir was formed. A 
weekly bulletin column, “Let’s Celebrate,” helped 
parishioners better understand and participate at 
Mass. The bulletin also began to carry the weekly 
liturgy “program,” the precursor of the weekly song 
sheets. Nineteen men were installed as Eucharistic 
Ministers; the laity could now distribute communion.

Religious education was enhanced. A religion 
coordinator was named and parent education 
classes were formed to prepare for Baptism and First 
Communion. The first Summer Bible School was held 
in 1971. It was taught by teens and 150 children ages 
4 – 9 attended. Teacher formation sessions began for 
CCD (today’s PSR). Preschool religion classes were 
held each Sunday during the 11:00 Mass.

Msgr. Ritty resigned as pastor in October, 1974, due 
to deteriorating health. Bishop James A. Hickey 
named him “Delegate for Retired Priests” and 
in December appointed Fr. Nelson J. Callahan, 
Professor of Theology and Chaplain at St. John 

Men’s and Women’s 
Cursillos formed 25th Anniversary of the Parish

Msgr. Ritty resigns          
Fr. Nelson Callahan 
named third pastor

Knickerbocker Apartments open

Fall 1971 Fall 1971 Oct. 1974 Spring 1976

M

The Holy Family. One of the two side altars 
created from the Vatican II renovation.



College, the third pastor of St. Raphael Parish. Fr. Callahan brought 
to the parish his educational background with lectures on the 
theology of the church and weekly Lenten lectures. 

The church still needed to be renovated to better conform to the 
liturgical changes of Vatican II. Design and construction began in 
1976. The altar was turned around to face the people, our current 
crucifix was donated and hung on the back wall with stenciled 
designs surrounding it, the communion rail was eliminated, pews 
were replaced, and carpeting installed. Two side altars were created; 
one to the Holy Family and the other to the Jesuit Martyrs of North 
America. On October 1, 1977, Bishop Hickey celebrated Mass for the 
rededication of the renovated church; the homily was preached by 
Fr. Andrew Greeley. 

The school was consistently 
one of the largest schools in the 
diocese. Students excelled and 
performed well on testing. The 
sports programs grew as well 
as band and choir. Scouting 
programs were active. The 
Home & School Association was 
formed to support the school 
administration and to provide 
a means for parents to become 
involved within the school 
community. 

In February 1978 Fr. Callahan celebrated his 25th Anniversary of 
Ordination and on June 2, 1978 Fr. Zwilling celebrated his 50th.

Restructuring of the 
sanctuary to conform 
to Vatican II changes

Rededication of the church Fr. Callahan celebrates 
his 25th Anniversary

Fr. Zwilling celebrates 
his 50th anniversary

1976-1977 Oct. 1, 1977 Feb. 25-26, 1978 June 2, 1978

The liturgy welcomed Guitar Masses, as well as 
forming a contemporary music group and choir.

Jesuit Martyrs of North America. 
The second side altar created from 

the Vatican II renovation.

Re-Dedication of the Church 
Liturgy Program
Sept. 29 - Oct. 2, 1977

The crucifix, as part of the renovation was 
donated to St. Raphael Parish, and still hangs 

behind our altar to this day.
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The Guild cared for the sanctuary until the Marthas 
group was formed in 1970. In the early years, they 
furnished altar candles and flowers, and baked 
sacramental bread. Members of the Sewing Committee 
made all the altar cloths, including the red velvet drape 
that hung behind the altar at the first Christmas Mass. 

The Guild assisted the school and the Humility of 
Mary nuns until the Home and School Association 
was founded in 1976. Members hosted an annual 
Pantry Shower for food items for the nuns. (In 1953 it 
was noted that they wouldn’t need pickles or olives 
for many months.) They funded furnishings for the 
convent, including a sewing machine. Money was 
raised to furnish two classrooms, support the fledgling 
library, and grant high school scholarships. A bicycle 
was raffled off to buy playground equipment. 

Donations and collections for needy groups have 
always been important: Catholic Charities, Urban 
Community Schools, nursing home bingo prizes. In-
kind collections went to Sr. Henrietta in Hough. In 
1968, a collection of clothing and medicine filled 24 
boxes, and was sent to South Vietnamese orphanages 
and refugee centers.

The Guild provided a strong social program for 
members. Fr. Zwilling proposed the first Day of 
Recollection (now Evening of Reflection) in October, 
1947. In one form or another, it has been offered every 
year since then. Members were avid card players--
singles bridge, couples bridge, pinochle, card parties, 
dessert bridge, bridge-a-rama. (In 1950, a bake sale/
white elephant sale enabled purchasing of card tables. 
A 1960 inventory indicated the Guild had 194 decks 
of cards.) There were luncheons with speakers, style 
shows, demonstrations, or card parties. (A 1949 
cooking demo featured “flaked beef, creamed, served 
on biscuits” and Nescafé.) Sr. Maureen, principal of the 
school, had a sister who was a choreographer in New 
York, so for several years, the Drama Committee had 
great support. The Book Discussion group started to 
meet in 1974.

Dances and parties included husbands. Favorite 
venues were Springvale, Aquamarine, Melody Grove, 
Wagner’s. For the Silver Anniversary Dance in 1972, 
tickets were $7.50 each for dinner and dancing at 

Wagner’s. Six hundred three people attended, and 
some were forced to eat in the hallway because of 
fire regulations. A Ford Torino was raffled off, and 
the Guild raised $10,000 for a new piano. In the mid-
70’s the St. Pat’s Party was hit by a blizzard. It was 
held in the lunchroom, with corned beef and beer for 
200 hardy partiers. However, the band was snowed 
in on the East Side, and couldn’t make it. Some of the 
parishioners who 
were musicians in 
high school and 
college offered to 
improvise whatever 
they could. Some 
even walked home 
in the storm to get 
instruments. 

The Guild organized many receptions for priests. 
Fr. Schorr was an associate priest in the 70’s. As he 
was leaving for his next assignment, he apparently 
speculated about the Pope’s litter, and how it must feel 
to ride above the crowd. Some men of the parish built 
one, and succeeded in carrying him in to his farewell 
reception.

Over the years, invited speakers have reflected societal 
changes. Some topics were just fun, while others were 
serious. In the 40’s and 50’s, some programs included 
welfare, housing, Russia and Communism, the Space 
Race, hats, and Dorothy Fuldheim. In the 60’s, Baby 
Boomers heard about adolescent development, juvenile 
delinquency, international affairs, Vatican II, furs, 
wigs, and “Mod” fashion. In the 70’s, some programs 
featured Women’s Lib pros and cons, social justice, and 
Arianne (Mrs. Sam) Shepherd.

The Guild members were 
energetic fund-raisers. From 
1952 to 1969, a gift shop 
in December and January 
sold religious articles, and 
aprons made by the Sewing 
Committee. Rummage sales 
were quick and profitable. 
At one fateful sale held in 
Ann O’Connor’s garage, her 
custom-made drapes that had 
just been returned from the 
dry cleaner were sold for $20. 
Oops! At the 1954 Fall Festival 
the raffle prizes were hams, 
turkeys, and a live parakeet. 

St. Raphael Guild Celebrates 
Diamond Anniversary
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Today, the St. Raphael’s Guild continues the traditions 
of service and community established by our Founding 
Mothers. The annual Day of Recollection/Evening 
of Reflection continues. The Book Discussion group 
still meets. Luncheons, style shows, evening speakers 
remain popular. The Cookie Extravaganza, poinsettia 
sale, and other efforts still raise funds for charitable 
causes. Halloween costumes, household necessities, and 
hundreds of coats are collected for the West Side Catholic 
Center. Nursing Home Bingo and Christmas gifts have 
meant even more to the residents in this pandemic year. 
Even though the Marthas have assumed the care and 
decoration of the sanctuary, and the Home and School 
Association has become the main support group for our 
school, the Guild still contributes funds, high school 
scholarships, and helping hands. 

The St. Raphael’s Guild’s past achievements are 
humbling and inspiring. Here’s to a magnificent 
future!

(Many thanks to Laurie Tierney and Chris Curtis for 
sharing their memories of the Guild in the 1970’s, and 
to LuAnn Hinkel and Pat Krajcik, current Guild co-
presidents, for their generous help. Information was 
also gleaned from the detailed notes and reports of 
the Board members beginning with the first meeting 
in 1946.) 

Liz Sfeir, the owner of Well Done Catering in Westlake, 
has been a member of Saint Raphael parish for twenty 
years. Way back in 2009, Liz casually mentioned to 
Father Tim that she was surprised such a large parish 
did not host a Lenten fish fry.

“It is actually me and my husband, David, that started 
it,” Liz said. “Years ago, we mentioned the idea of a fish 
fry to Father Tim. He said as soon as the new kitchen 
was installed, we would have one. I think he started 
having ideas then!”

Liz and Dave invited Father Tim to a small fish fry at 
their house during the Lenten season in 2009. With the 
new kitchen complete, Father Tim asked the Sfeirs if they 
would be willing to cater an event at St. Raphael’s on a 
volunteer basis.

“We said ‘absolutely,’ and now here we are 12 years 
later,” Liz says.

The Sfeirs even managed to keep the weekly fish fry 
going during the COVID-19 pandemic, adjusting the sit-
down event into a drive-through service.

“We were able to do two full dinners, and then the 
COVID shutdown happened on the third Friday,” Liz 
says of the 2020 lockdown. “But since we had already 
thawed fish for 800 Dinners, we put together a drive 
through system and it worked like a charm! We did the 

drive through for all six fish fries this year. We all 
wore masks and gloves in the kitchen during the 
dinner prep.” 

The Sfeirs’ three children all attended Saint Raphael 
School. The youngest, Daphne, is about to finish 
eighth grade. 

“We said we would volunteer until our last child was 
at Saint Raphael,” Liz says. “Daphne will graduate in 
June this year.”

After twelve years of Lenten service, the Sfeirs 
are handing the reins to their friends and fellow 
parishioners, Marty and Jennie Mace. Liz says her 
favorite part of running the fish fry was “the people.”

“The volunteers were amazing and we had a lot of 
them with us for all 12 years!” she says. 

“Well Done” to the Sfeirs for 12 Years of Fish Fries!
by Ashley Herzog
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. | Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday 9:15 a.m.

Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. | Eucharistic Adoration: Suspended until further notice
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

COVID-19 Notice
Catholics in the state of Ohio continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Our bishops 
urge those who are most vulnerable to coronavirus, and their caregivers, to continue in prayer from home. St. 
Raphael will continue to live-stream daily and Sunday Masses. As the diocese of Cleveland returns to public 
worship, important new guidelines will be in effect to help us protect each other. “We thank you for your 
patience, understanding and cooperation as we implement this gradual return to the public celebration of Mass,” 
the Ohio bishops’ statement says. The full statement can be read at https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/covid19.

Please continue to access our website, www.saintraphaelparish.com, for updates on St. Raphael’s re-opening 
plans and procedures.


