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xpect the unexpected.”  In his Easter homily, 
Fr. Tim repeated this phrase a number of 

times as he walked us through Salvation History 
and illustrated God using the “unexpected” to be 
conduits of His Divine life.  Over these past three 
years of priesthood, if I have learned anything, 
I have learned to expect the 
unexpected.  Priesthood is an 
adventure.  As a parish priest 
called to serve a large parish 
community, no day is the 
same.  Each day offers new 
challenges, new adventures, 
new joys, and new sorrows.  
On the afternoon of March 
16th a new challenge was 
presented as we received word 
that public liturgies and other 
Church gatherings would be 
suspended for the foreseeable 
future.

Over these past few weeks Fr. 
Tim and I have joked about 
the fact that somehow both he and I must have 
missed the class in the seminary on how to be 
a priest during a pandemic.  We spent the days 
following the announcement of the suspension 
of Masses scrambling around, trying to figure out 
how we could reach our people during this time 
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and spread the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.  Reality 
set in during our first daily Mass without the People of 
God, whom we love so dearly, present at the Mass.  As 
I received Eucharist that day my eyes filled with tears, 
I longed to be with you all but more importantly I 
longed for you to be with our Eucharistic Lord.  I have 

united myself daily to you all in 
receiving the Eucharist and have 
asked that Jesus be with all those 
who at this time cannot be with 
Him.

In the days following the 
announcement, we received 
a number of emails from 
parishioners who were letting us 
know how much they enjoyed the 
livestream.  To our surprise, the 
numbers continued to grow and 
the emails continued to increase.  
As time went on, I soon came 
to realize that even though the 
pews were empty, the Church 
was present.  The Church was 

present in your homes and is present as you gather as 
a community of love, a family.  “Where two or three 
gather in my name, there I am to be found” (Mt. 18:20).  
God is present as you go to your, “inner room,” (Mt. 
6:6) and as you worship Him in sprit and in truth (Jn. 
4:24). 
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One of the phrases that I have continued to repeat is, “different 
does not mean that it is not real.”  Church has looked different, 
priesthood has looked different, and your lives as families have 
looked different.  But it is my hope that this very different time has 
opened your heart to sensing and experiencing the Father’s love 
in unexpected ways through the unexpected graces that have been 
given.  I know for certain that during this time God has done a 
number on my heart and has revealed to me just how much I need 
to depend upon Him and that apart from Him I can do nothing (Jn. 
15:5).  He has revealed that my identity is not based in what I do but 
in who I am as His Beloved Son and His priest.

None of us expected this pandemic.  The unexpected situations 
of life present challenges, but they also present opportunities for 
grace.  The only thing that we can expect during the unexpected is 
that God remains the same and is constantly laboring to love.  He is 
Emmanuel, He is God-with-us.  And thanks be to God that He has 
been with us throughout this very unexpected time.

Continued from Page 1

Dear Generation Z*,

How many times have you heard in the past 
month that these are “unprecedented times’? How 
many times have you heard instructions on the 
importance of hand washing and social distancing?

Even though you are not the population at most 
risk to contract Corvid-19, you are listening and 
trying your best to obey. You are identified by 
Pew Research as the “techie generation” who have 
held cell phones and looked at computer screens 
from birth. It has also been said that you are the 
most accepting generation of others, as you live in 
the most multi-cultural and multi-racial America 
that has ever existed. However, it could be this 
Covid-19 pandemic that I believe will define your 
generation.

In your world, you are now a homeschool student. 
You have had to give up seeing your friends and 
your grandparents.  Some of you may miss your 
prom or your graduation ceremony. Many of your 
parents work at home, and some of you have had 
to negotiate your lessons on your own. If your 

parents are healthcare professionals, emergency 
workers, or police officers, you are experiencing their 
sacrifice and heroism in trying to save the lives of 
people they don’t even know.

This is what some call “the American spirit” and what 
we call “Loving one another as Jesus has loved us.” 
You have seen a mobilization of the United States 
government and many businesses, the public and the 
private sectors working together to try to prevent the 
spread of this deadly virus. Not only in our beloved 
state and country, but around the world.

You are witnessing your parents and many others 
putting their own needs and fears aside to do what 
they have been trained to do, to use their “gifts” for 
the good of others regardless of the inconvenience 
or threat to themselves and their loved ones. You 
are seeing and hearing stories of adaptability and 
resiliency in our community. You notice that many are 
making great sacrifices and many others are publicly 
expressing their appreciation and gratitude.

A Message to Generation Z during the Covid-19 Crisis
By Stephanie West

The Church in the church; 
the churches of the Church
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COVID-19 Notice

Please check the parish website at: 

www.saintraphaelparish.com for the latest updates on 
how the COVID-19 pandemic is impacting our parish.

Another aspect of your life during the pandemic 
is that you have had the opportunity for “quality 
time” with your parents and siblings. Perhaps 
you’ve had to relearn quality time, not just an hour 
or so a day, but now ALL DAY, with the joys and 
the challenges that “too much” togetherness may 
bring. You’ve had to be creative with finding things 
to do other than your extracurricular activities like 
organized sports activities or arts programs. 

You’ve spent more time going for a walk, riding 
bikes or just enjoying the good old out-of-doors 
this spring than you ever imagined. You’ve 
gathered around the computer or television to 
watch Sunday Mass, realizing that “being together 
in prayer” is so needed and brings us peace 
amid uncertainty. You have gotten to know and 
appreciate your family more than you ever thought 
you would.

So what’s ahead? For you, Gen Z, I contend that 
you have learned lessons about life that will serve 
you and the world well as you grow to adulthood. 

Continued on Page 8
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The Church in the church; the churches of the Church
by William Toler

Did you ever wonder why the word church is 
capitalized sometimes and not others?  What do we 
mean when we talk about the Church, and how do 
we use the word church?

Our English word Church traces back to the Old 
English circe (or cyrce), related to the Dutch kerk and 
the German Kirche, based on the medieval Greek 
kurikon, from the ancient Greek kuriakon meaning 
“Lord’s house.”  Ultimately the roots of this word 
find their way back to the familiar Greek word 
used in the liturgy, kyrios (“Lord,” as in Kyrie, 
eleison – “Lord, have mercy.”)  

The Latin word for “Church” is ecclesia, a loan 
word from the Greek ekklesia, which refers to an 
assembly of people called together for a specific 
purpose.  In ancient times, the word was often 
used when a civic project needed to be completed.  
In U.S. history, the Civilian Conservation Corps 
could’ve been called an ecclesia using the ancient 
definition.  Once the work was completed, the 
assembly would disperse.  As this word ecclesia 
found its way into the Catholic community of 
faith, it retained that meaning.  The Church is an 
assembly called forth for a specific task.  We, the 
baptized through all ages, are called into a special 
assembly and charged with the task of proclaiming 

the gospel in every moment of our lives.  Of course, 
this task will never end!  

When we talk about the entire community of believers, 
we capitalize the word Church.  “Christ dwells in His 
Church;” “the Church has a unique and vital role 
to play in the modern world;” “she became a fully 
initiated member of the Church.”  When we talk 
about a building that is a house of worship, we do 
not capitalize church.  “The wedding guests entered 
the church through the main doors;” “the church 
was completed in the 1950s;” “the architecture of that 
church is inspiring.”  In the hymn, “The Church’s One 
Foundation,” we are talking about Jesus Christ being 
the foundation, not of a building, but of the community 
called together in faith, hope, and love.

The two words are also tied together in an important 
way: the church is a central place where we learn 
how to be the Church.  It’s where we celebrate the 
sacraments.  The connection between the two is 
beautifully explained in the document created by 
the Church to assist parishes in the construction of 
new worship spaces (and which we followed here at 
St. Raphael in 2015).  That document is entitled Built 
of Living Stones; the bricks and mortar are nothing 
more than a physical representation of the faith of the 
Church, present in a local area.  The great cathedrals 
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The Church in the church; the churches of the Church

of the world give witness to the faith of generations of 
Catholics who sacrificed to erect churches to glorify God.  

In these last weeks, we have been involuntarily 
reminded of the distinction between church and Church.  
Our sanctuary is a place of joy, hope, refuge, comfort, 
and the abiding faith of our parish community.  We have 
been blessed to be able to join together as a parish family 
through the blessings of technology, livestreaming 
and reaching out to one another during this period of 
physical distancing.  We long for the time when we can 
once again assemble in the church.  But our foundation 
can never be shaken; our foundation is Jesus Christ, who 
is the foundation of our Church!  

As we plan for and adjust to whatever the “new normal” 
will look like for our world, we know that the incredible 
and beautiful faith of our Saint Raphael parish family 
(the Church) will continue to be a witness to God’s love 
in the world.  We are called, perhaps now more than 
ever, to be the Church working in the world.   We long 
for the day when we can once again carry out the work 
of the Church with the strength, grace, and power that 
comes from being together in the church.  

May that day come quickly, and may it be for us a day 
of great rejoicing.  The psalmist reminds us that “one 
day within your courts is worth more than a thousand 

elsewhere.” (Ps. 84:10)  Connect with the liturgy 
that continues uninterrupted in the church 
through livestreaming, and draw on the strength 
and spiritual communion to be the Church each 
and every day!

William Toler, 
Director of Liturgy and Adult Education
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Esther 4:14 says that “Perhaps you were born for such 
a time as this.” What does that verse mean to you?  I 
think to Father Tim it means that God has put him on 
this earth at this time and in this place to be with the 
people who need him the most.

In continuation of the first part of this story about our 
Pastor, I sat down with Father Tim to get his thoughts 
on issues that are near and dear to him.  As a pastor 
of over 14,000 souls, Father Tim is a very busy man, 
but he does not let that stop him from putting 100% of 
himself into everything that he does.

The COVID-19 virus has kept us from socially 
gathering.  But when we are told we can no longer do 
something we love, it challenges us deep to our core 
and has been difficult to adjust.  This virus has been, 
to him, like a virtuoso pianist told they can no longer 
play the piano.  Accepting this has not stopped him 
from improvising and discovering ways to do what 
he loves to do: and that’s to minister to his flock the 
best way he can given the limitations he is faced with.  
It troubles him that he has to   celebrate Mass in an 
empty church, and can no longer witness weddings or 
lead prayers at funerals. He can’t even attend a wake 
to comfort family and friends, and he worries about 
the 90 employees of St. Raphael Parish.

Emails and phone calls along with live streaming has 
made it possible to reach those who need him and 
need the Holy Spirit to inspire their hearts and their 
lives.  He has received an increase of emails, some 
from parishioners searching for meaning in their lives; 
the majority of the emails he gets are offering him 
words of encouragement and appreciation for how 
the parish is reaching out during this pandemic.

The challenges he faced as a Pastor before the 
virus are still the same today, but needs have to be 
addressed in different ways.  I asked Fr. Tim “what 
are some of the challenges he sees for our parish?”.  
He said, “I am constantly challenged about how we 
can reach our young families of the parish.  I pray 
that they come to grow with the community of the 
faithful and that God’s love for them becomes a 
source of rejuvenation in their spiritual lives.”  At the 
last men’s retreat, Fr. Tim noticed that the attendance 
was composed of mostly older men.  He knows these 
men would love to share their faith with younger 

men if given an 
opportunity.  How 
can we encourage 
them to take a greater 
interest in their faith 
and experience what 
they may never have 
another opportunity 
to do?  “For that 
matter, how can 
we get them to 
participate in the 
life of the parish 
more consistently?”  
He feels the key is 

getting all young people to develop a personal 
relationship with Christ, Jesus!  “This can be 
done through prayer, reading scripture, daily 
contemplation, Eucharistic Adoration, and full 
participation in the Mass.”  Father believes that 
young people have so many amazing gifts and 
vibrancy to offer along with tremendous energy.  
He emphatically said that they are an incredible 
blessing and the Church needs them now more 
than ever.  If we can encourage them to take more 
of a leadership role, then other young families will 
be more inclined to join in as well!

When asked “what it’s like to minister to such a 
large parish as St. Raphael, with its many needs 
that arise each day?”, Father’s response is that our 
size offers both a challenge and an opportunity!  He 
wants to continue to include people and keep the 
small parish feel that we currently have.  There is a 
warmth here and a beautiful spirit of welcome.  He 
wishes that he knew more of our parish members 
by name and is sometimes hesitant to ask their 
names.  He told me that one person questioned 
how could he not know his name since he was the 
priest who baptized him over 25 years ago!   Let me 
suggest that the next time you see Father Tim or 
Father Eric, introduce yourself first by telling them 
your name!  Let us conclude this article, how we 
began:  “Perhaps you were born for such a time as 
this!”  Esther 4:14.
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Not being able to attend Mass with our St. Raphael 
community is cause for sadness, albeit temporary. 
Luckily, we are blessed to be one of the few 
parishes in the diocese that live-streams its Masses. 
We’ve been live-streaming Sunday Mass for over a 
year and began streaming daily Mass on March 18 
in response to the temporary closure of the church.

Live-streaming our Masses has been part of our 
ministry to the homebound to help them remain 
connected to the community. We’d average 30-50 
devices connected during and after our Sunday, 
10:00 AM Mass. That is, some chose to watch Mass 
live while others “tuned in” later to watch the 
recording.

Then, when the church was required to close due 
to the Coronavirus pandemic, parishioners began 
taking advantage of our live-streaming in order to 
remain connected to the liturgy and community. 
These graphs display Sundays since March 15. The 
most significant statistics to keep in mind are the 

numbers and growth. The numbers represent “unique 
devices.” That might be smartphones (iPhones or 
Androids), tablets (iPad, etc.), or computers (Windows, 
Macs, etc.). Around any device may be one or more 
individuals viewing the Mass. My experience from 
talking with parishioners is that it’s usually more than 
one person. If we conservatively assume 2-4 persons 
viewing on a single device, then the second graph 
shows the estimated number of individuals watching. 

Yet another amazing statistic is where our viewers 
are located. We’ve had viewers from all 50 states! 
In addition, we’ve had viewers from 22 countries 
including Mexico, Sweden, Ireland, Germany, 
Philippians, India, United Kingdom, Hungary, Spain, 
Australia, and others.

We are humbled and grateful that so many of you 
have taken advantage of our live-streaming capability. 
Feel free to pass the word and continue to remain 
connected to your St. Raphael Parish community.

St. Raphael Community Grows 
Nationally and Internationally
By Dr. Andy Kereky

Dr. Andy Kereky, 
Director of Spiritual Development
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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Continued from Page 2
You are learning to teach yourselves – and not just 
your school lessons. You are learning what you really 
like to do as you have time to entertain yourself. You 
have discovered the beauty of northeast Ohio in early 
spring as you enjoy the out-of-doors more than ever. 

You are learning more about the technologies that 
connect us with Zoom and Skyping those you love.  
You are accepting of others and will work for causes 
you believe in, not in a scornful way but with respect, 
reason, and compassion. You have learned that 
what’s most important in life is your family, your 

faith in God, and the belief that our “good life” will 
return, as you, Gen Z, commit to making it so.

With hopefulness and love,

The Silent and Boomer Generations

*Generation Z is identified as children born beginning in the 
late 1990s. The Silent and Boomer Generations were born before 
1964 according to Pew Research.

Written by Stephanie West, a Boomer and 7th grade PSR teacher 
at St Raphael Church for many years.

A Message to Generation Z during the Covid-19 Crisis


