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he 75th anniversary of our parish is upon us.  
While there is no one left who remembers that 

first Mass at Bay High School with the movable 
altar and the drive-in attendees, there are a number 
of parishioners who still recall the “Zwilling Era” 
and some of the early groups and activities.  I was 
honored to speak with a few of them, and can share 
their reminiscences with you.

Parishioner Don Zwilling carries the illustrious 
name of our founding pastor, Fr. Francis G. 
Zwilling, and has some wonderful personal 
memories of his second cousin.  Don grew up in 
University Heights, but would meet Bay Villagers 
who would ask if he were related to their well-
respected priest.  
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In Don’s own words:

Fr. Zwilling served in WW II as a chaplain in a POW 
camp in Wisconsin and then in the Aleutian Islands 
of Alaska.  When he settled back in the Cleveland 
Diocese in 1946, he and another priest met with Bishop 
Hoban, who wanted to start two more parishes to 
meet the growth of the Baby Boom generation.  The 
Bishop indicated the two new parishes would be in 
Bay Village and on Harvard Ave. in Cleveland. The 
Bishop further told them the names he had chosen 
were St. Raphael and St. Henry. Bishop Hoban told Fr. 
Zwilling that he would be going to Bay Village, and he 
could choose first, as to which name he preferred for 
his parish. Fr. Zwilling chose St. Raphael. 

Fr. Zwilling wanted to buy land and build at the south 
east corner of Dover and Wolf Roads. The city fathers 
did not approve the location.  He came upon the 
current property further south on Dover Center Road. 
The large parcel stretched east from Dover Center 
Road all the way back and included the property 
which is now Henry Road. He bought all this land for 
$15,000. He then sold the Henry Road property to a 
developer for $15,000, essentially recouping his entire 
investment. Fr. Zwilling may have missed out on a 
different calling.
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Easter is quickly drawing upon us, and we, as a faith community, 
look to celebrate God’s saving activity in the gift of the Resurrection.  
How deeply we long and yearn for our God who loves us 
unconditionally.  Jesus is risen, just as He foretold!  This new and 
everlasting covenant has been established by the blood of His cross 
and remains with us forevermore!  What a blessing, what a gift!  May 
we continue to be drawn more deeply into the mysteries of our faith 
and the miracle of Easter this year.

During these final days of Lent, be sure to take the opportunity to 
spend some quality time with Our Lord.  Let us openly walk with 
Jesus through Holy Week and fully embrace the passion, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus through the ceremonies that are made available 
to us.  The mystery of Passion Sunday with the palms reminds us 
of the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, the city where He 
gave His life for us; Holy Thursday, which recalls the institution of 
the Eucharist (the source and summit of our faith) and the gift of 
priesthood (the source of service in Jesus); Good Friday, which asks 
us to follow the path of Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross and 

embrace the redemptive value that the cross holds out to us; and Easter, the culmination of these days of grace 
and strength.  

Please join us during Holy Week, Easter and well beyond.  How important it is to gather as a faith community 
to remember and celebrate what God has done for us.  All are welcomed and encouraged.

The Pastoral Staff here at St. Raphael extends a heartfelt “thank you” to all of our parishioners.  Your 
dedication, support, and love for the Lord encourage us in our ministry.  You are an Easter People!  You live in 
the light and the love of the Lord and inspire us greatly!  May we continue to work together in building God’s 
Kingdom and extending Easter joy to all those we meet.  May the grace of the Risen Christ be with you and 
your loved ones.  God bless and keep you!
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St. Raphael

Confessions
Sunday, March 7 

9:15 am - 9:45 am
11:15 am - 11:45 am

Sunday, March 21 
9:15 am - 9:45 am
11:15 am - 11:45 am

Wednesday, March 31 
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Good Friday, April 2 
12:30 am - 2:00 pm

No confessions on Holy Saturday
Passion Sunday, March 28

Saturday Vigil Mass, March 27 
4:30 pm

Sunday Masses, March 28
8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

Monday, March 29
Mass

9:15 am

Tuesday, March 30
Mass

9:15 am
Chrism Mass at St. John Cathedral

7:00 pm (Limited Seating)
Wednesday, March 31

Mass
9:15 am

Confessions
5:00 - 7:00 pm

Tenebrae
8:30 pm

Holy Thursday, April 1
(No Morning Mass)
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

7:30 pm
Eucharistic Adoration in the 
Parish Activity Center until 11:00 pm

GOOD FRIDAY, April 2
(No Masses)
Stations of the Cross

12:00 pm
Confessions

12:30 pm - 2:00 pm
Celebration of Our Lord’s Passion

3:00 pm
HOLY SATURDAY, April 3

(No Morning Masses/Confessions)
Blessing of Food 

1:00 pm
Easter Vigil Mass 

8:30 pm
EASTER SUNDAY, April 4

Resurrection of Our Lord 
Mass

8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

Holy Week 2021
Masks and Social Distancing Required

A worthwhile Holy Saturday tradition at our parish and 
at many parishes throughout the diocese is the Blessing 
of Food. The faithful bring baskets to the church, stuffed 
with delicious items intended for Easter brunch (or 
dinner). The priest or deacon then imparts a special 
blessing on them. Long ago, in the European countries 
where this tradition originates, it was a chance for 
women and girls to show off their decorating skills – 
covering their baskets with colorful ribbons or beautifully 
embroidered linen. 

Many of the food items traditionally included in a basket 
have a special meaning related to the Easter celebration.

• Bacon – A symbol of God's abundant mercy.
• Bread – A reminder of Christ, the “Bread of Life.”
• Butter – Symbolizes the richness of our salvation. 

It makes a great centerpiece for the table when it's 
shaped into a lamb with two black peppercorns 
for eyes! If your food sculpture skills are lacking, 
Heinen's often has lamb-shaped butter for sale in the 
dairy aisle as Easter approaches. Plastic or wooden 
lamb butter molds can also be found online.

• Candy and Chocolate – A sign of the 
sweetness of eternal life that awaits us

• Eggs – Hard-boiled, dyed, decorated or 
plain, they represent the new life we have in 
the Resurrected Christ.  

• Salt – Reminds us to be “the salt of the earth” 
as Jesus said (Matthew 5:13). 

• Wine  – Recalls the Precious Blood spilled 
out for us during Jesus's Passion on the cross.

The question is, does blessed bacon taste 
better? There's one way to find out. This year, 
St. Raphael's Food Blessing will be at 1 p.m. on 
Holy Saturday.

The Meaning Behind Your Easter Meal
by Maggie Brady
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he population of Bay Village continued to grow 
and had more than doubled to 6,000 people when it 

became a city on January 1, 1950. There were now more 
than 500 families in the parish and almost 200 children 
in the four room school. Each classroom held two 
grades. St. Raphael School was bursting at the seams. 
Classrooms needed to be added and more room was 
needed for our worship space.

Fr. Zwilling met with several parish lay leaders and 
developed plans to build a new gymnasium (present day 
lunch room) to serve as a new temporary church so that 
the space being used for the current church area could 
be turned into classrooms. In 1951, he began his famous 
“dime-a-day” program to raise funds to supplement 
the parish income and to begin to raise funds for new 
buildings. A parishioner who was a general contractor, 
stepped forward and, accepting no profit, built a 6,000 
square foot gymnasium for $39,000. He was able to save 

We Are the
Church of God

The 1950s

money by negotiating with the trade unions to 
allow parishioners to volunteer to help with the 
construction. This gymnasium was converted to 
our new temporary church and Masses began on 
August 5, 1951. The worship space in the school 
building became additional classrooms.

The parish continued to grow. It did not take 
long to determine that the need for a permanent 
church was necessary. The general contractor 
again stepped forward and committed himself to 
build the church at cost. Ground was broken on 
April 26, 1953. The cornerstone was blessed and 
laid by Auxiliary Bishop Floyd L. Begin on 
July 20. 

The new church would face East with a long 
middle aisle leading to the sanctuary. At that time 
the altar was positioned on the front wall and 

CCD (Parish School of 
Religion) begins

Gymnasium (current lunchroom) 
is completed

Groundbreaking for 
the new church

Auxiliary Bishop Floyd L. Begin 
blesses the new church corner stone

Sept. 1950 Aug. 5, 1951 Apr. 26, 1953 Jul. 20, 1953
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the priest celebrated Mass with his back to the congregation. The 
altar, ambo and communion rail were constructed of Markina black 
marble. The nave ceiling was almost 40 feet tall with our familiar 
arch design as supporting beams. The floor was light and dark tiles 
laid in a diamond pattern. The church was air-conditioned, a rarity 
at the time, and could seat about 800 worshippers. 

The first Mass was celebrated in the new church 
on February 26, 1954, and on May 9, Archbishop 
Edward F. Hoban dedicated the new church, the 
third in less than five years. Archbishop Hoban 
presented a painting, Raphael and Tobias, by the 
15th Century artist Andrea Del Sarto as his gift to 
the parish. The painting hung above the altar. The 
parish finally had a permanent home.

During construction, Fr. Zwilling celebrated his 
Silver Jubilee on May 24, 1953. In his first seven 
years as Pastor he guided the parish through 
formation, construction, and establishment of a 
school. He always believed that the lay leadership 
should be a part of the planning as evidenced 
when he established at the beginning of the parish 
a Council to consult with for all matters including 
financial.  His leadership would continue for many 
years to come.

The school enrollment continued to grow and 
classrooms were created and partitioned in any 
space available including the gymnasium which 
housed seven classrooms. The teachers’ efforts to 
educate in such conditions can only be described 
as “heroic.” More permanent classrooms were 
needed. 

First Mass in new church Archbishop Edward F. Hoban 
dedicates the church

Fr. Zwilling celebrates 
his Silver Jubilee

School addition of 8 classrooms 
completed and opens

Feb. 26, 1954 May 9, 1954 May 24, 1954 Sept. 1957

Once again, Fr. Zwilling appealed to his parishioners 
to raise $225,000 to reduce the parish debt, enlarge the 
convent, and construct a school addition. Parishioners 
responded to the need and the necessary funds were 
raised. Construction began and in 1957 the school 
addition with eight new classrooms was completed. 
With great foresight, the building would be able to 
accommodate a second future floor. The school now 
had 720 students.
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Following his retirement as Pastor in 1969, Fr. Zwilling 
moved to Florida in 1971, along with his friend Neil 
O’Connor (uncle of Joe O’Connor). Many people remember 
Neil O’Connor’s Flower Shop at Knickerbocker and Dover 
Center.  Neil and Fr. Zwilling moved to St. Pete/Clearwater. 
Neil built a single-floor duplex for them, where they each had 
their own private unit, but with a connection between the 
two. Neil even included a small chapel where Fr. Zwilling 
could say Mass.

As he aged, his health began to decline. In 1992 he relocated 
from Florida to Cleveland, to St. Augustine Manor on 
Detroit Avenue. He passed away Feb. 16, 1992. At age 90, 
he was the oldest priest in the Cleveland Diocese at that time.

Jean Schlotman and her family arrived in our parish 
in the early 60’s from Michigan, and immediately felt 
very much at home.  The parish was welcoming even 
though, as Jean says, “we weren’t Clevelanders.”  New 
members registered at the parish office in the Rectory, 
as there was no separate administration building.  She 
was pleased that her four young children could all 
go to the same school, which at that time was staffed 
mostly by nuns.  She remembers attending annual 
“Pantry Showers” for the Sisters at the beginning of 
each school year; families would contribute kitchen 
staples and household supplies for the convent.    Jean 
has experienced four pastors, including the legendary 
Fr. Zwilling, and innumerable renovations.  During 
renovations, she remembers attending Mass at Bay 
High School.  There were just a few organizations; the 
Guild was already one of them, with a gourmet group 
and a golf league.  The “Raphaels”, a seniors group, 
held a luncheon each year at the Dwyer Center, and 
she remembers that a young Bill Toler, home from 
college on vacation, played piano for the group.  Who 
knew that he’d end up here?!  

Laverne Madigan’s memories also go back as far as Fr. 
Zwilling.  She remembers him as a wonderful, humble 
leader who believed that the people made the parish, 
and so was willing to ask for help and advice from a 
very active Parish Council.    

Parish social groups were few but active.  Laverne 
was among the small group of women to form the 
backbone of the Marthas, formally organized under Fr. 
Callahan.  As they do today, these women decorated 

the church for holidays, and cleaned and organized 
the sanctuary.  She remembers making wreaths for 
the windows, and ironing wax out of the carpet 
around the altar.  The Raphaels (seniors group) 
became involved with West Bay Nursing Home 
because Fr. Callahan’s mother was a resident.  They 
also took Communion to shut-ins after the 9:30 
Mass.

Laverne remembers that some of the Vatican II 
changes caused consternation in the congregation.  
The altar was moved forward; the communion 
railing was taken down, and its beautiful black 
marble was used in the Zwilling Room.  Six statues 
were removed—two flanked the altar, and one was 
in the area that subsequently featured a “Martyrs 
of North America” mural.  Face-to-face confession 
was new and difficult for many.  For music, guitars 
became popular, to a mixed reception.  When Holy 
Spirit parish was built in 1965, there was much 
concern over a “theft” of parishioners.

Her sons attended St. Raphael School, which was 
staffed mostly by nuns.  Some older nuns wore 
habits, but the younger ones dressed in street 
clothes.  One son was a member of the Audio-
Visual Club, and set up slide and movie projectors, 
and delivered record players to classrooms.  
Laverne was a “story lady,” and volunteered in 
the first-to-third grade library which was in the 
large hallway by the double doors on Dover Center 
Road.  Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts were popular, 
and Laverne’s husband was a Scoutmaster (and 
also School Board member), and her son Dave was 
a longtime Scoutmaster also.

Ken Howe and his son were father/son servers for 
a few years.   He has fond memories of Fr. Zwilling.  
Even with so much necessary construction, the 
Pastor was reluctant to ask for contributions.  Ken 
says that, once, Fr. Zwilling was at the pulpit 
presenting a fundraising plan, stammering, and 
admitting, “I hate this, but I have to talk about 
money.”  The first rectory/church office was a 
house on Bruce Road.  Because of the generosity of 
the first parishioners, in less than 20 years, we had 
a new church, school, convent, and rectory.  The 
house on the corner of Dover Center and Osborn 
was purchased and demolished to complete the 
parish property.



Rudy’s Traditional Easter Paska
by Lisa Shutack

Looking to add something new to your Easter dinner tradition? Try baking paska, a bread associated with 
Eastern Europe. It's especially appropriate for celebrating the Resurrection, because the dough “rises” several 
times during the baking process. Here's a recipe from Table of Plenty II, a parish cookbook put together by the 
St. Raphael Women's Guild. 

Ingredients
1 tsp. sugar
1 c. lukewarm water
1 pkg. granular yeast
3 c. scalded milk, lukewarm**
5 c. flour
6 beaten eggs
1 c. sugar
½ c. melted butter
1 tablespoon salt
1 c. golden raisins
Orange and lemon zest
9-10 c. sifted flour
Egg wash (1 egg white whipped with 2 tablespoons water)

Directions
Dissolve sugar in lukewarm water and sprinkle on yeast. When yeast activates, combine in large bowl with 
milk and 5 cups of flour. Mix until smooth dough forms. Cover with cloth and let rise in warm spot until 
dough is light and bubbly.

Add eggs, sugar, melted butter, salt, raisins and zests to risen dough, mixing thoroughly. Stir in enough flour 
to make dough that is slightly firm but not too thick. Turn dough onto floured board and knead until it's a 
smooth and satiny ball. Place in large oiled bowl and cover, letting rise until double in bulk. Punch dough 
down and let rise again. 

Place dough on floured board and cut into three portions (two large and one small). Shape large portions into 
round paska loaves and place on well-oiled sheet pan. On lightly floured surface roll out small portion to make 
ornaments, two crosses, leaves, rosettes. Place these on loaves. Brush with egg wash. Set loaves in warm spot 
and let rise until double in size. Meanwhile, heat oven to 375 degrees. Bake loaves for 45-50 minutes or until 
golden brown. (Check after 35 minutes to make sure tops of loaves are not too brown. If this occurs, shield tops 
with loose covering of foil). Let cool on wire rack before serving. 

**To scald milk, heat it slowly in a small pan until tiny bubbles appear around the edge, but before milk boils. 
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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. | Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday 9:15 a.m.

Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. | Eucharistic Adoration: Suspended until further notice
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

COVID-19 Notice
Catholics in the state of Ohio continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Our bishops 
urge those who are most vulnerable to coronavirus, and their caregivers, to continue in prayer from home. St. 
Raphael will continue to live-stream daily and Sunday Masses. As the diocese of Cleveland returns to public 
worship, important new guidelines will be in effect to help us protect each other. “We thank you for your 
patience, understanding and cooperation as we implement this gradual return to the public celebration of Mass,” 
the Ohio bishops’ statement says. The full statement can be read at https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/covid19.

Please continue to access our website, www.saintraphaelparish.com, for updates on St. Raphael’s re-opening 
plans and procedures.


