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r. Michael Woost is currently an instructor 
at St. Mary Seminary, where he has taught 

sacramental and liturgical theology for decades. 
He is one of seven brothers, two of whom are also 
priests: Fr. Dave Woost, pastor of Divine Word 
Parish in Kirtland, and Fr. Tom Woost, pastor of 
St. Brendan Parish in North Olmsted. A fourth 
Woost brother is in the discernment program for 
the permanent diaconate.

The bishop-elect is a son of St. Mary of the Falls 
Parish in Olmsted Falls and graduated from St. 
Ignatius High School before attending seminary. 
After his ordination in 1984, he served as 
parochial vicar at Immaculate Conception Parish 
in Madison and did graduate studies at Catholic 
University of America. He also was appointed 
diocesan vocation co-director. “I told [then] 
Bishop Pilla he should have made our mom the 
vocation director,” Fr. Tom Woost told Northeast 
Ohio Catholic magazine.

“This announcement is great news for the 
Diocese of Cleveland,” says our ordinary, 
Bishop Edward Malesic. “I am grateful to the 
Holy Father Pope Francis for the appointment of 
Bishop-elect Woost as an auxiliary bishop. He is 
a highly respected, capable and faithful man who 
will be a good helpmate with me in shepherding 
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the wonderful people of our diocese. I look forward to 
working closely with Bishop-elect Woost and ask our 
people to pray for him as he prepares to be ordained as a 
bishop of our Church.”

As is customary, the appointment was kept private, 
including from the appointee, until a surprise phone call 
from the apostolic nuncio, Archbishop Christophe Pierre 
– the Vatican’s ambassador to the United States. “I’m 
very grateful to God and humbled and grateful to the 
Holy Father for the appointment,” says the bishop-elect, 
who also described himself as “stunned.”

Fr. Woost’s episcopal ordination at the Cathedral of St. 
John the Evangelist is scheduled for August 4th, the feast 
of St. John Mary Vianney, patron saint of parish priests. 
That’s a nod to his many years of work in priestly 
formation. 
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Insights on the Sea of Galilee

Christ in the Storm on the Sea of Galilee. Ludolf Backhuysen, 1695

The Sea of Galilee is the setting for many of Jesus’s appearances and 
miracles. There, He called some disciples from their fishing boats to 
follow Him. He walked on the Sea’s waters, and calmed the storm. He 
preached from a fishing boat, and divided the loaves and fishes on the 
shore. His third appearance after the Resurrection was by a cooking fire 
on the shore. What was the Sea of Galilee like then, and what is it like 
now?  

The Sea of Galilee is also known as Lake Tiberias, Lake Gennesaret (St. 
Luke’s Gospel), and Lake Kinneret (modern Israeli name). It is about 
13 miles long and 8 miles wide, situated in northeastern Israel like an 
upside-down pear. The circumference is 33 miles, and area is 64.4 square 
miles (the combined area of Bay Village, Rocky River, Westlake, Avon, 
and Avon Lake). Fed by the Jordan River to the north, runoff from the 
surrounding hills, and underground springs, it empties into the Jordan 
River in the south, and eventually into the Dead Sea farther south. Since 
the Six-Day War in 1967, the Sea has been totally surrounded by Israel, 
with the Golan Heights area to the east. In Jesus’s time, it shared borders 
with what is now Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon. At almost 700 feet below 
sea level, it is the lowest fresh water lake in the world.

It is, and always has been, an area of blue-collar workers, far--about 100 
miles--from the political and religious center of Jerusalem. Farming and 
fishing were and still are the main occupations, but today’s agriculture 
includes bananas and boutique wineries. Still, the verdant hills and 
valleys probably look more like what Jesus would have seen than today’s 
cosmopolitan Jerusalem. In the 1st Century A.D., Josephus recorded 230 
active fishing boats on the lake. Jesus would be surprised, I think, to see 
tour boats similar to the Goodtime II now plying the lake’s waters. 

Because of the fresh water and the north-south orientation of the Jordan 
River, the Sea of Galilee was on a principal trading route between Egypt 
and the Northern Kingdoms. Many small villages and settlements existed 
all around the lake, including Capernaum, a center of Jesus’s ministry. 
Most of these settlements have disappeared over time. Capernaum itself 
was abandoned, and only rediscovered by archeologists in 1838. In 1968, 
a house was uncovered which is thought to be that of the Apostle Peter. 
Plaster fragments with the names Peter, Simon, and Jesus indicate that 
the house may have been an early Christian meeting place. A Franciscan 
Church now stands over the site. Churches and monasteries enclose 
many places tradition holds to be where Jesus spoke the Beatitudes, cast 
out demons, multiplied the loaves and fishes, and was transfigured.

Until recently, most of Israel’s fresh water was taken from the Sea of 
Galilee, but prolonged drought conditions and overuse threatened 
the lake and forced the government to change its policies. In the 1990’s 
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desalination plants on the Mediterranean Sea 
were built, and efforts were made to pump some 
fresh water back into the Sea of Galilee. Today, 
only about 10% of Israel’s fresh water comes from 
the Sea of Galilee. Since a 1967 agreement, Israel 
has supplied Jordan with fresh water from the 
same source. The Sea’s water is slightly brackish 
because some of the underground springs are 
salt water, so the coastal city of Tiberias has a 
desalination plant to process the water, making it 
more suitable for human use.  

In the 1950’s Israel built a dam at the southern 
end of the lake at the Jordan River for a 
hydroelectric project, but abandoned it in 1967. 
The power plant is gone, but the dam remains 
as part of an effort to control the fluctuating lake 
levels. There is a two mile section of the Jordan 
River just below the dam that is kept in pristine 
condition because of its religious importance—
the site of the baptism of Jesus. Today, there are 
small pools available for ritual baptisms. Because 
of a series of dry years, however, little water has 
been left to flow into the river beyond, leading to 
a brackish, sewage-filled waterway downstream.  

There are 27 species of fish in the Sea of Galilee, 
four of which are the most numerous: catfish, 
sardines, biny (a type of carp), and tilapia. 
Ichthyologists and historians agree that St. Peter’s 
net was full of Galilean tilapia. These fish can 
grow to over 4 pounds, but most are smaller. 
Coastal restaurants serve “St. Peter’s Fish,” 
grilled tilapia, to crowds of tourists. This fish 
was most likely not caught locally, as the Sea has 

been overfished, and severe restrictions have been placed 
on recent harvests. In fact, the government actually stocked 
600,000 tilapia in 2019 in hopes of reviving the fishing 
industry. 

The Israeli government is cognizant of the large number of 
Christian tourists who come to explore the Holy Land, and 
has been eager to facilitate visits. Parks and trails abound 
around the lake, as well as hotels and campgrounds.  There 
is a recently-opened 38 mile “Gospel Trail” from Nazareth to 
Capernaum, which you can drive, bike, or hike. Jesus would 
have appreciated the paved path!

Experts agree that tilapia was the fish that likely 
filled St. Peter’s net in the Sea of Galilee.

The Sea of Galilee (top right) is now referred to as 
Lake Kinneret in modern-day Israel.
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It’s not certain, but by the time you read this newsletter, 
the U.S. Supreme Court may have published a ruling in 
a court case called Dobbs v. Jackson, overturning Roe 
v. Wade. The Catholic Church has been on the forefront 
advocating for human rights and equality for unborn 
babies. What do we need to know?

The ruling won’t make abortion illegal.

State laws would take precedence. In Mississippi, the 
law that sparked Dobbs v. Jackson simply bans abortion 
after 15 weeks of pregnancy, with exceptions allowed 
for medical emergencies or when the baby has severe 
abnormalities. In Ohio, the so-called “Heartbeat Bill” 
would still allow abortions before the baby’s heartbeat 
can be detected, typically at six or seven weeks gestation. 
The law is currently blocked by a federal court, but state 
leaders have said they’ll ask the court to unblock it if Roe 
v. Wade falls.

Abortion mills will go out of business.

A New York Times analysis found about 40 percent 
of young women would have their closest clinic close. 
That’s because laws that make expensive later-term 
abortions illegal or harder to perform will hit their 
bottom line. It’s important to understand that abortion 
clinics are an industry that profits from families’ 
misfortune, fear, and desperation. Clinics aren’t able 
to charge enough for early abortions to stay profitable, 
even though they’re the bulk of the business: they rely 
on procedures that allow them to harvest $500, $1,000, 

or more from patients each time. Abortion businesses 
know from their own market research that the 
families they see are likely spending money needed 
for rent or childcare at their facility, allowing the 
crisis of an unwanted pregnancy to reverberate long 
after the clinic supposedly “ended” it.

Listening is better than arguing.

There’s a time for debate, but for most of us, arguing 
with someone is unlikely to change their mind. Pro-
choice arguments typically come from a place of fear, 
frustration, grief, or hurt. For those of us who believe 
in equal rights, we can become exasperated trying 
to force people to face the science about heartbeats, 
brain activity, and individual DNA that all logically 
indicate human life. That’s because we are using 
an intellectual approach, when actually, a heart 
approach is what’s needed. Actively listening means 
we shouldn’t wait as a pro-choice loved one speaks, 
mentally preparing a volley of facts to counter his 
argument. Instead, respond by prompting him 
to share how he feels about the topic and then 
acknowledge those feelings as real and powerful. 
Caring about someone is the best invitation to a 
personal revolution. 

The Church asks us to pray.

Our leaders have invited us to fast and pray the Holy 
Rosary, invoking the aid of Our Lady of Fatima for 
the following intentions:

What’s Next After Roe v. Wade Falls (Maybe)
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• For our nation, for the integrity of our judicial 
system, and that all branches of government 
be dedicated to seeking the common good and 
protecting the dignity and rights of the human 
person, from conception to natural death.

• For the overturning of Roe v. Wade and Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey in the Supreme Court’s final 
decision in Dobbs v. Jackson.

• For the conversion of the hearts and minds of those 
who advocate for abortion.

• For a new commitment to building an America 
where children are welcomed, cherished, and cared 
for; where mothers and fathers are encouraged and 
strengthened; and where marriage and the family are 
recognized and supported as the true foundations of 
a healthy and flourishing society.

• For Our Blessed Mother’s intercession and guidance 
as the Church continues to walk with mothers 
and families in need, and continues to promote 
alternatives to abortion, and seeks to create a culture 
of life.

Feel Conflicted?

A certain percentage of parishioners reading this 
may feel the Church is wrong on this issue. This is 
understandable, because our personal experiences 
are all different and can affect how we think about our 
faith and our values. Also, conversion is a process that 
begins at our baptism and continues all throughout our 
life’s pilgrimage! If you’re in this situation, lean into the 
discomfort you feel when the Church teaches on the 
subject (or any subject). Resist the urge to be defensive 
or try to mentally refute what you hear, point by point. 
The Bible calls that “hardening your heart” and it doesn’t 
help! Instead, make an effort to encounter the Church’s 
teaching, again and again. Fill your social media feed, 
your bookshelf, and your podcast queue with thoughtful 
pro-life Catholics. Ask the Holy Spirit for courage and an 
attitude of curiosity. 

Speaking from my own experience, engaging with the 
teaching helps wear down the anger and alienation we 
all feel when we are contradicted about something we 
feel strongly about. For me, anger is often my conscience 
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kicking against being poked. It’s a practice in 
humility to give the Faith a chance to form our 
hearts and change our minds.

Statement from United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops leaders:

“As our nation awaits the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, we join together in prayer and 
expectant hope that states will again be able to 
protect women and children from the injustice of 
abortion. As we affirm the value of every human 
life, we welcome the possibility of saving countless 
unborn children as well as sparing women and 
families the pain of abortion.

The Catholic Church has a long history of service 
to those who are most vulnerable and remains 
the largest private provider of social services in 
the United States. Through the sacrificial efforts 
of faithful Catholics, the Church serves millions 
through diocesan ministries and agencies, Catholic 
hospitals and healthcare systems, immigration 
clinics, shelters, and Catholic schools and parishes. 
From religious communities to pregnancy care 
centers, from refugee resettlement services to foster 
care and adoption agencies, and from maternity 
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homes to parish-based ministries, the Church 
consistently bears witness in word and deed to the 
beauty and dignity of every human life—including 
both mother and child.

As the chairmen of committees serving the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, we proclaim a 
vision for our society that upholds the truth that every 
human life is sacred and inviolable—a society in which 
the legal protection of human life is accompanied 
by profound care for mothers and their children. 
We exhort our nation to prioritize the well-being of 
women, children, and families with both material 
resources and personal accompaniment so that no 
woman ever feels forced to choose between her future 
and the life of her child.

In that effort, we recommit our committees and urge 
our dioceses, parishes, and Catholic agencies and 
institutions:

• To redouble our efforts to accompany women 
and couples who are facing unexpected or 
difficult pregnancies, and during the early 
years of parenthood, offering them loving and 
compassionate care through initiatives such as 
Walking With Moms in Need and countless others.

• To ensure our Catholic parishes are places 
of welcome for women facing challenging 
pregnancies or who find it difficult to care for their 
children after birth, so that any mother needing 
assistance will receive life-affirming support and be 
connected to appropriate programs and resources 
where she can get help.

• To help Catholics recognize the needs of pregnant 
and parenting moms in their communities, 
enabling parishioners to know these mothers, 
to listen to them, and to help them obtain the 
necessities of life for themselves and their children.

• To be witnesses of love and life by expanding and 
improving the extensive network of comprehensive 
care including pregnancy help centers, maternity 
homes, and Catholic health care and social service 
agencies.

• To proclaim with a clear and united voice that our 
society can and must protect and care for both 
women and their children.

• To redouble our advocacy for laws that ensure 
the right to life for unborn children and that no 
mother or family lacks the basic resources needed 

to care for their children, regardless of race, age, 
immigration status, or any other factor.

• To continue to support and advocate for public 
policies and programs directed toward building 
up the common good and fostering integral human 
development, with a special concern for the needs 
of immigrants and low-income families.

• We are deeply conscious that, after nearly half a 
century of legalized abortion, more than 65 million 
children have died from abortion and an untold 
number of women, men, and families suffer in the 
aftermath. Recognizing this pain and loss, we also 
recommit our committees and urge our dioceses, 
parishes, and Catholic agencies and institutions.

• To proclaim God’s mercy after abortion and 
compassionately accompany women and men who 
are suffering after an abortion.

• To expand our diocesan abortion healing 
ministries, most often called Project Rachel 
Ministry, so that women and men receive 
forgiveness, healing, and spiritual renewal through 
Christ’s infinite mercy.

• To transform our parishes into what Pope Francis 
calls “islands of mercy in a sea of indifference” by 
raising Catholic awareness of the great struggle 
involved in an abortion, and the guilt, pain, and 
grief that follow.

In all these ways and more, the Catholic Church 
witnesses to the sanctity of all human life, from 
conception to natural death, and works to build a 
true culture of life in our nation. May a renewed 
commitment to life overflow into increased protection 
of unborn children and expanded support for their 
mothers and families.

José Horacio Gómez. President of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and Archbishop of Los Angeles. (Photo 2011)



Texas Catholics Win a Victory Against the Death Penalty
by Ashley Herzog

A photo of Melissa Lucio. Credit: The Innocence Project
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It’s every parent’s worst nightmare: a toddler, left 
unattended for under a minute, dies in an accident. Tragic 
accidents strike families of all kinds, and they are the 
leading cause of death in children under age four—as 
evidenced by the thousands of children who die each year 
from accidental drowning or in car accidents with a parent 
behind the wheel. Some, like 2-year-old Mariah Alvarez of 
Texas, fall down the stairs. 

Except, in this case, Mariah’s mother, Melissa Lucio, was 
sentenced to death by lethal injection. The state of Texas 
planned to execute Lucio on April 27. But thanks in part to 
Catholic anti-death penalty advocates, Texas granted a stay 
of execution on April 25, just two days before Lucio was 
scheduled to die.

“Melissa’s case highlights the serious flaws in our justice 
system that allowed her to be condemned to death on the 
basis of a dubious conviction,” the Texas Conference of 
Catholic Bishops said in a statement. Sister Helen Prejean, 
the author of the book Dead Man Walking, reacted to the 
news with an “Alleluia!”

The case against Lucio had major flaws from the 
beginning, starting from the day in February 2007 she 
called 911 to report that her toddler wasn’t breathing. 
Lucio, a victim of childhood abuse herself, was questioned 
by a Texas Ranger for seven hours straight with no 
attorney. Lucio stated more than 100 times that she had 
never abused Mariah, a statement backed up by her older 
children. Finally, Victor Escalon, the Texas Ranger who 
grilled Melissa for seven hours without food or water, said, 
“Right now, it looks like you’re a cold-blooded killer. Now, 
are you a cold-blooded killer or were you a frustrated 
mother who just took it out on her?” He also claimed “we 
already know” Mariah died in a homicide—a lie, inasmuch 
as no autopsy had been conducted at that point. Finally, 
Lucio said, “I guess I did it. I’m responsible.”

Despite the circumstances, this statement was taken as 
a confession. Lucio’s other children denied their mother 
had ever physically abused them, and one of her young 
sons told investigators he saw Mariah fall down a flight 
of stairs. Regardless, prosecutors claimed Lucio had 
beaten the child to death and charged her with first-degree 
murder.

The cards were stacked against Lucio from the beginning. 
She went to trial in 2008, the height of the media hysteria 
over “monster moms.” For instance, for months, the 

public got to watch pop singer Britney Spears’ “mental 
breakdown” during her custody battle for her two 
toddler sons. Despite the fact that such cases are 
relatively rare, an irresponsible media offered wall-
to-wall coverage of the Casey Anthony case and other 
grim stories of mothers killing their children. But 
Melissa Lucio was even worse off than the women at 
the center of these sinister media frenzies. She was too 
poor to hire a team of high-powered attorneys to fight 
the charges, something a more well-off Texas family 
could have done with ease. 

Today, nearly fourteen years after Lucio’s conviction, 
Catholic activists are calling for Lucio’s conviction to 
be overturned. Granted, Lucio was no “mother of the 
year,” as her lawyer admits: she admits she struggled 
with drug addiction throughout her adulthood, 
testing positive for cocaine shortly after Mariah’s 
birth. However, Lucio’s other children stand by their 
testimony that their mother did not abuse them and 
did not kill their sister. They say Mariah died the way 
Lucio said she did: in an accidental fall down a flight of 
stairs. 

“Since her imprisonment 14 years ago...Melissa Lucio 
has become a new person in Christ,” the Texas Catholic 
Conference of Bishops said in a statement. “Her 
conversion is a profound witness to God’s love and 
mercy. May Melissa’s story be a catalyst for our civic 
leaders to consider more deeply the need for reform of 
our laws and practices regarding criminal justice.” 
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7
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For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
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Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. | Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. | M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. 

Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. | Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Cleveland, OH

44101
Permit No. 703

St.Raphael
C H U R C H

525 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, OH 44140

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Do You Want to Write for the Newsletter?
Do you want to share the Good News about Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection with others? Would you like to 
support our St. Raphael parish family? Do you enjoy writing 
and have good interpersonal skills? Consider writing for 
this monthly newsletter! Contributions are approved and 
edited for content and length. Please email Maggie Brady at 
margaretbrady@protonmail.com if you are interested in 
contributing regularly!


