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It’s Time to Come Home to St. Raphael!
Bishops Lift Dispensation From Sunday Mass

“A
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s we move beyond the worst of the 
coronavirus pandemic and access to the 

COVID-19 vaccine has become more widespread, 
the time has arrived for the good of all the faithful 
when the general dispensation from the obligation 
to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation is no longer necessary.

Together, the Bishops of Ohio have decided that 
the general obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days of Obligation (including the 
Saturday/Vigil Mass) is to be reinstated (CIC, 
can. 1247). This will take effect in each of the 
Dioceses of Ohio the weekend of June 5-6, 2021. 
As has always been the case, those who have a 
serious reason are exempt from attending Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, 2181). This includes those 
who are ill, have significant health risk factors or 
care for someone who is immuno-compromised 
or ill, as well as those who have significant fear or 
anxiety of contracting the coronavirus in a large 
group of persons. Nevertheless, these persons 
should observe the Lord’s Day (CIC, can. 1247) 
and are encouraged to spend time in prayer on 
Sunday, meditating on the Lord’s passion, death 
and resurrection; an appropriate way to do this 

is through viewing a broadcast of the Sunday Mass. 
Masses that are broadcast through various media 
are not intended as a substitute nor do they fulfill the 
obligation for the persons who are able to gather for a 
Sunday celebration and other Holy Days of Obligation. 
Instead, they are intended for the sick, homebound, 
the imprisoned, etc., who are unable to attend Mass in 
person. Kindly consult your pastor with any specific 
questions regarding the obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.
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It’s Time to Come Home to St. Raphael!

The book of Exodus reminds us to keep holy the Sabbath day (Exodus 
20: 8-10). As Catholics, we are invited by God to gather together in 
community, and participate fully in the Sunday Eucharist, which is the 
“source and summit of the Christian life.” “Participation in the communal 
celebration of the Sunday Eucharist is a testimony of belonging and of 
being faithful to Christ and to his Church. The faithful give witness by 
this to their communion in faith and charity. Together they testify to 
God’s holiness and their hope of salvation. They strengthen one another 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 2182).

Continued from Page 1

“Well Done” to the Sfeirs for 12 
Years of Fish Fries!

The obligation to attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days is not something God asks of us out of his own 
necessity to be worshipped, but rather a gift to the faithful for their spiritual well-being, eternal salvation and 
formation in our relationship with God and one another. To that end, St. John Vianney rightly asserts, “There 
is nothing so great as the Eucharist. If God had something more precious, He would have given it to us.” The 
Eucharist is the greatest gift Christ left to the Church — the gift of Himself. There is no substitute for Mass 
celebrated in person.

We are profoundly grateful to our pastors and all of the faithful for their flexibility, fidelity and great 
generosity in support of the mission of the Church throughout this unprecedented time. As we prepare for the 
reinstatement of the obligation to attend Mass, we are excited once again to gather together in person without 
restrictions in our parish churches, most fittingly on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. 
As we reflect on our Lord’s goodness and mercy in the midst of the sacrifices made during the coronavirus 
pandemic, we ask St. Joseph to intercede for us, that through his fatherly protection and care, we may 
experience a renewal of faith in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.

We welcome you back with great joy and eagerness!”

The Most Rev. Dennis M. Schnurr
Archdiocese of Cincinnati

The Most Rev. Edward C. Malesic
Diocese of Cleveland

The Most Rev. Robert J. Brennan
Diocese of Columbus

The Most Rev. Jeffrey M. Monforton
Diocese of Steubenville

The Most Rev. Daniel E. Thomas
Diocese of Toledo

The Most Rev. David J. Bonnar
Diocese of Youngstown
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St. Raphael

Fr. Daniel Schlegel

Encounter Mary and the Rosary!
By Dianne Borowski
On Sunday, June 13, at 7 PM in the church, the 
second of this year’s Encounter Mary and the Rosary 
series will take place. Father Dan Schlegel is the 
presenter. Father’s topic is Mary, Mother of the 
Church. Since Pope Francis has declared May 21st 
as the Feast of Mary, Mother of the Church, Father 
Dan will examine different images and models 
for Mary as Mother of the Church as well as offer 
encouragement to pray the rosary in order to grow 
closer to Jesus and His mother.

Father Dan was ordained on May 28, 1988. After his 
ordination he served as vicar at St. Leo the Great, 
Holy Cross and St. Christopher parishes. In 2002, he 
was appointed administrator to the newly formed 
Holy Angels Church in Bainbridge, Ohio. In 2010 
he was made pastor. He is currently serving as the 
Secretary and Vicar for Clergy and Religious for 
the Diocese of Cleveland. He was appointed to this 
position on January 29, 2018.

Father Dan has many interests and talents from 
cooking to music. Father is also an advocate for the 
disabled. He speaks openly about the challenges 
experienced by persons with disabilities and their 
families and challenges us to advocate for the 
disabled. Father authorized and encouraged a 
program which would provide respite, an evening 
out, for parents of handicapped children in his parish 
4 times a year. This program has been well received 
and quite successful. It is known as “Breathe.”

Father Dan is also 
known for his love of 
cooking. He initiated 
Holy Angels Lenten 
fish fries. He speaks 
of the fish fries as real 
community-bui lding 
events which attracts 
volunteers of all ages. 
The dinners attract 600-
800 people per week but 

have had as many as 1000 people pass through their 
doors. Father always worked along with volunteers 
in the kitchen wearing his colorful apron which 
reads: Executive Chef and CEO Father Dan. The fish 
fries were very successful parish fundraisers.

Several of Father Dan’s homilies can be found on 
You Tube and you can also follow him on Facebook. 
He has been interviewed by cleveland.com and 
numerous other news sources. He has been featured 
in Northeast Ohio Catholic Magazine. Father has a 
great sense of humor. You most certainly will enjoy 
hearing Father’s thoughts and insights on Mary, 
Mother of the Church. Mark your calendar as you 
do not want to miss his presentation. If you cannot 
attend in person the program will be live streamed 
from the parish web site and you can view from the 
comfort of your home.
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he 1980’s was a decade of social change. In 1964 the 
average age of people getting married at St. Raphael 

was 21 for women and 23 for men; in 1984 it was 26 
for women and 29 for men. Many mothers were in the 
work-force on a full time basis. Catholic education was 
changing. In the past 20 years, 47 new parishes were 
established in the Diocese, none with schools. Financial 
reasons were cited as the primary cause.

United in
One Spirit

The 1980s
When Fr. Zwilling established the parish in 1946, 
he immediately built a school and began a Parish 
School of Religion (PSR) program. This commitment 
to Catholic education has always been supported and 
endorsed by the parish. The education curriculum 
and methods of teaching were changing. Once again, 
the parish renewed its commitment to “Excellence in 
Education” and undertook to build an educational 

Construction of new entrance 
from parking lot begins

Zwilling Room dedicated in 
honor of our founding pastor 35th Anniversary of the parish

1980 Aug. 28, 1981 Sept. 1981

T



center. This new space would include a new library, 
media center and studio, art room, computer lab, 
science lab, and teacher’s lounge. The project was 
announced in the spring of 1987 and the entire parish 
responded with a successful capital campaign. The 
Parish Educational Center was finished for Bishop 
Anthony M. Pilla’s blessing on the feast of St. Raphael, 
September 29, 1988. 

Other changes in the school curriculum included 
departmentalizing the junior high (grades 7 and 8) so 
that the six teachers each taught one subject. Music, art, 
and computer all now had full time teachers. Spanish 
was added to the curriculum in 1989 for the junior 
high. Another milestone for the school occurred in 
1988 when Mrs. Beverly Nemec was named the first 
lay principal. For the first time, the school had all lay 
faculty. 

Fr. Callahan’s background as an educator contributed 
not only to the school but to the entire parish. Fr. 
Callahan, along with invited nationally recognized 
speakers and authors, offered lectures in theology 
to parishioners. Parent preparation programs were 
added for First Communion and Reconciliation to help 
parents serve more effectively as the primary educators 
for their children. St. Raphael School and the PSR 

Remodel of the church Ground breaking for 
Parish Education Center

Mrs. Beverly Nemec named 
first lay principal

Bishop Pilla dedicates the 
Parish Educational Center

1986 Aug. 1987 July 1988 Sept. 29, 1988

Students in the new library

Students performing at the dedication of the 
Parish Education Center (Opposite)

began using the same religion curriculum and texts. 
Parish staff positions were created to strengthen the 
PSR program and preparation for Sacraments. Pre-
school religion began on Sunday mornings. Convert 
classes became the “Journey of Faith” and were 
transformed into the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA). The parish mission returned in 1989.

The rest of the campus also saw changes. In 1981, 
construction included a new entrance off the parking 
lot and a meeting room dedicated in honor of Fr. 
Zwilling. In 1986 the church underwent a minor 
remodel including refinishing the pews. The outside 
canopy over the Dover Center entrance was removed.

Parish Education Center (Above)
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In recent days, we have entered another stage in 
addressing the global pandemic. While cases rise to 
new levels, vaccines approved by the US Food and 
Drug Administration are on the horizon. Both of these 
issues raise questions and concerns. Of particular 
concern to many Catholics are various issues related 
to application of the Church’s moral teaching to the 
development, distribution, and reception of vaccines. 
We take this opportunity to outline the most important 
principles.

Any vaccine must be developed in a morally 
acceptable manner. This means that the development 
must respect all human life, created in the image 
and likeness of God, from conception to natural 
death. We know that cell lines derived from babies 
aborted many decades ago have been used and, in 
some cases, continue to be used at various stages 
of development of some vaccines. Taking innocent 
human life to harvest such cells and create cell lines 
which can be scientifically propagated over time is 
morally unacceptable. However, “as for the question 
of the vaccines that used or may have used cells 
coming from voluntarily aborted fetuses in their 
preparation, it must be specified that the ‘wrong’ in 
the moral sense lies in the actions, not in the vaccines 
or the material itself” (Note on Italian Vaccine Issue 
of the Pontifical Academy for Life, July 31, 2017). The 
Academy concludes, “The technical characteristics of 
the production of the vaccines most commonly used 
in childhood lead us to exclude that there is a morally 
relevant cooperation between those who use these 
vaccines today and the practice of voluntary abortion. 
Hence, we believe that all clinically recommended 
vaccinations can be used with a clear conscience and 
that the use of such vaccines does not signify some sort 
of cooperation with voluntary abortion.”

Catholics are obliged to advocate for vaccine 
development to be done in a morally acceptable 
manner throughout every stage. This remains true 
even when, for the common good and lack of an 
available alternative, we feel compelled to receive a 
vaccine the production of which is in some way linked 
to morally unacceptable means.

The vaccines developed by Moderna and Pfizer 
to combat COVID-19 may be taken without moral 
reservations. The Chairmen of the US Bishops’ doctrine 
and pro-life committees said in a November 23, 2020, 
statement that it is not immoral to be vaccinated with 
the vaccines being developed by Moderna and Pfizer. 
They went on to say in the statement, “Neither the 
Pfizer nor the Moderna vaccine involved the use of cell 
lines that originated in fetal tissue taken from the body 
of an aborted baby at any level of design, development, 
or production…They are not completely free from any 
connection to abortion, however, as both Pfizer and 
Moderna made use of a tainted cell line for one of the 
confirmatory lab tests of their products. There is thus a 
connection, but it is relatively remote.” The statement 
goes on to reference Vatican documents relevant to 
this issue from the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith and the Pontifical Academy for Life. They 
conclude by stating, “These documents all point to 
the immorality of using tissue taken from an aborted 
child for creating cell lines. They also make distinctions 
in terms of the moral responsibility of the various 
actors involved, from those involved in designing and 
producing a vaccine to those receiving the vaccine. 
Most importantly they all make it clear that, at the 
level of the recipient, it is morally permissible to accept 
vaccination when there are no alternatives and there is 
a serious health risk.”

Catholics are also obliged to advocate for the just 
distribution of a vaccine so that those most vulnerable 
may have access. It is often the communities which 
are poor and without adequate resources that are hit 
hardest by disease due to lack of financial wherewithal 
(including insurance) or medical resources. Any 
distribution plan must take this disparity into account 
and correct for it.

As the situation continues to unfold and more 
information becomes available the bishops and 
Catholic medical ethics experts will continue to 
monitor and evaluate the morality of options available 
to us. We pray that the Lord will guide us as we strive 
for the common good of all in limiting the spread of 
serious disease.

Guidance from the Church Regarding 
COVID-19 Vaccines
A Statement from the Catholic Bishops of Ohio, including Bishop Edward Malesic of Cleveland:



7

On the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 Vaccine: A 
Statement from Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-
South Bend, chairman of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Doctrine, and 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City in 
Kansas, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life 
Activities:

“The approval of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 
vaccine for use in the United States again raises 
questions about the moral permissibility of using 
vaccines developed, tested and/or produced with the 
help of abortion-derived cell lines.

“Pfizer and Moderna’s vaccines raised concerns because 
an abortion-derived cell line was used for testing them, 
but not in their production. The Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine, however, was developed, tested and is produced 
with abortion-derived cell lines raising additional moral 
concerns. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the 

Faith has judged that ‘when ethically irreproachable 
COVID-19 vaccines are not available … it is morally 
acceptable to receive COVID-19 vaccines that have 
used cell lines from aborted fetuses in their research 
and production process.’[1] However, if one can 
choose among equally safe and effective COVID-19 
vaccines, the vaccine with the least connection 
to abortion-derived cell lines should be chosen. 
Therefore, if one has the ability to choose a vaccine, 
Pfizer or Moderna’s vaccines should be chosen over 
Johnson & Johnson’s.

“While we should continue to insist that 
pharmaceutical companies stop using abortion-
derived cell lines, given the worldwide suffering that 
this pandemic is causing, we affirm again that being 
vaccinated can be an act of charity that serves the 
common good.”
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7
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For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Prayer to St. Raphael
May the Archangel Raphael, called God’s Healer, bring consolation and 
healing to those who are sick and protect us from all ills. May Raphael, the 
Angelic Companion, accompany us during all life’s journeys, preserve us in 
peace and tranquility, and, at the end of all our travels, bring us safely to our 
eternal home. Amen.


