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an you believe it?  It’s almost time for 
Christmas in July!  If you’re new to 

the parish you might wonder, who really 
celebrates Christmas in July?  Our parish 
celebrates Christmas in July every year 
thanks to an idea brainstormed between 
parishioners, Michelle Walsh and Judy 
Cornelius.  Thirty years ago the two friends 
realized that food banks were filled to 
overflowing and the spirit of giving was 
in abundance from Thanksgiving until 
New Year’s Day - but hunger doesn’t take 
a vacation.  It didn’t take much of an effort 
to discover that food banks are often quite 
low during the summer months.  With so 
many summer activities, many people often 
don’t find time to think about donating to 
charitable organizations.  

Michelle and Judy decided to remedy that 
situation and began to organize a group of 
parishioners who would participate in a 
campaign to fight hunger during the summer.  
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Ever since their discussion thirty years ago about doing 
something extra for low income folks in the summer, St. 
Raphael has been celebrating Christmas in July.

Michelle explains that they didn’t want their fight for 
hunger to be associated with a hugely funded campaign 
but wanted a smaller project, a gesture which would come 
directly from the hearts of the people of St. Raphael parish.  
It’s easy to jump on the bandwagon when everyone else is.  

Michelle and Judy decided to form a special group willing to 
contribute time during the heat of the summer to organize, 
advertise, collect and distribute donations to several hunger 
centers.  Now, every July the Social Concerns Ministry offers 
us this time to help those in need.

Summer can be a difficult time for those who must budget 
every penny due to low income.  Children are home from 
school, so there are no school breakfasts and lunches.  
Children of working parents need someone to care for them 
and this can be expensive.  Often money can’t be found for 
healthy meals.  Hunger can cause a huge amount of stress in 

“Imagine what would happen if 
every family and every single adult 
in the parish gave a few items.  If 

this happened, we would surely fill 
the food banks’ empty shelves!”
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Save the Date! July 26,
Cleveland Indians Watch Party!

The purpose of this article is to 
explain how your charitable intent 
towards St. Raphael Parish can be 
implemented through the use of 
beneficiary designations.  Many 
potential charitable donors are 
deterred from completing this 
critical part of their planning 
because of time and cost 
constraints.  For example, to amend 
a Will or trust to include or change 
beneficiaries requires cost and 
time to meet with an attorney.  
By contrast the preparation of a 
beneficiary designation typically 
does not require an attorney and 
takes very little time.  Generally, 
any beneficiary designation is 
changeable so long as the donor is 
living and competent.

As an example of the flexibility of 
a beneficiary designation, please 
consider changes you may wish 
to make to the persons or charities 
you have named in your IRA or life 
insurance policy.  If you wish to add 
St. Raphael as a beneficiary, you 
would typically contact the insurer 
or IRA custodian and request a 
beneficiary designation form.  Once 
received, you would make the 
change and deliver it to the proper 
party.

Continued on page 7



Getting to Know Cameron Popik, 
Seminarian by Joy Horvath

What you don’t know about Cameron Popik, our 
summer seminarian, will surprise you!  He has a unique 
background which he shared with me one recent sunny 
afternoon.

He’s a sports fan, especially soccer, which he still plays on 
an adult team - but he likes the Indians too.  He’s Irish and 
Slovak, and likes pizza and burgers, but really likes a good 
bratwurst.  He enjoys Westerns and war movies like Band 
of Brothers and Saving Private Ryan because they are stories 
about heroic men and women who “fight the good fight.”  
Currently, his reading list includes books on Scripture and 
spirituality.  His playlist includes Irish and folk music and 
Alt-Rock.

Cameron is 28 years old, and grew up in Berea.  He is 
the 4th of 10 children in his family - 8 boys and 2 girls!  
Current ages range from 40 down to 10.  That’s quite a 
household!  However, on top of that, his parents chose to 
home-school the entire brood.  His mother has personal 
contacts with “specialists” who taught the children Latin 
and advanced literature and composition outside of the 
home, but for the most part, Mom handled (and still does) 
most of the curriculum.  Cameron and his brothers played 
soccer for an independent league, and reports that they 
were undefeated when he was a senior.

Because of his strong academic preparation and massive 
soccer skills, he was offered a soccer scholarship to Ave 
Maria University near Naples, Florida.  He majored in 
Biology with an eye on some healthcare-related career.  
After graduation, he decided to work for a while before 
the next step.  A friend from Wyoming recommended that 
he try working in the oil fields of North Dakota, where he 
could possibly use his biology degree as an ecologist.  That 
worked out fine for a few months, until there were job 
cuts, including his.  So he finished a full year working as a 
roustabout in the same area, doing “grunt labor.”

All this time, he was praying, listening, observing.  God 
had been calling him for a long time, he says, but he 
admits he resisted.  “Not me!  Maybe I want to be married 
and have a family!”  At last, he decided to enroll in St. 
Mary’s Seminary, and he has now finished his second year 
of studies.  He’s spending the summer in residence at St. 

St. Raphael
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Raphael, getting a feel for priestly life and 
parish life.

What were some influences on his decision 
to enter the seminary?  He cited several.  He 
gave a big nod to his parents and college 
friends.   Fr. Barry Gearing, pastor (at the 
time) of St. Adalbert, encouraged Cameron 
to get involved in Teens Encounter Christ 
(TEC).  During his college years, he went 
on a mission trip to Haiti, and worked with 
Catholic missionaries.  In college, several of 
his classmates entered the seminary.  When 
he finally arrived at St. Mary’s, Cameron’s 
younger brother was a student there for a 
time, and so they overlapped studies for a 
year.

Continued on page 7



Vacation Bible School | July 22 - 26, 2019
n late July, our Parish campus will be overflowing with 
excitement, teeming with children, and ROARing with 

joyful noise as Vacation Bible School (VBS) once again comes to 
St. Raphael.  You’ve probably seen the publicity in the weekly 
bulletins, and by this time if you have little ones, I hope you’ve 
registered them for this terrific week.  To understand just what 
goes on during VBS, I spoke to Terri Telepak, able coordinator, 
chief arranger and enthusiastic cheerleader.

First of all, note that St. Raphael’s VBS is the largest program 
in the Diocese and in the state of Ohio.  It’s also one of the 
largest in the nation!  200 little ones are shepherded throughout 
the sessions by 100 teens, and taught by 30 adults.  Pretty 
impressive!

The Program:  Many of us remember Protestant churches 
sponsoring summer Bible schools. In recent years, the Catholic 
Church has focused on reaching children at an early age.  
Terri thinks that St. Raphael Church has been doing VBS for 
about 20 years.  Many Christian formats and materials for 
VBS are available, but only one is “totally Catholic.”  That 
is, the program has been enhanced with Catholic tradition 
and theology.  This year’s theme is “ROAR-Life is wild - God 
is good.”  The setting is the African savanna, and each of the 
five days of VBS features a theme animal, a saint, a Catholic 
theological point, and a Bible story.  A craft activity, music, a 
snack, and outdoor games are tailored to that day’s message.  
Registration also includes a special t-shirt, a character of the day 
figurine, and a music CD.

The Children:  Participants range in age 
from 4 years old (by June 30) to students 
entering grade 5 in the fall.  Also included 
are special needs children and those with 
physical challenges.  Children new to 
the parish can make some friends before 
school starts in the fall.  Children come 
from many area schools.  All are welcome 
and included!   As they register, children 
are assigned to “crews” of 12.  Each crew 
includes multiple ages, both genders, 
and multiple abilities.  Each crew is also 
assigned three teen escorts, who remain 
with them for the entire time, through all 
activities.  In effect each crew becomes a 
little family travelling together between the 
PAC, the lunchroom, and the sports fields.  
There’s lots of bonding and mutual support 
in these little groups.

The Teens:  According to Terri, teen 
volunteers are crucial for the week’s 
success.  “We couldn’t do it without them.”  
Teen helpers are entering 6th grade through 
high school, and come from many area 
schools.  Some are even college students!  
The teen volunteers enjoy their time so 
much that many have returned year after 
year.  They are assigned as companions and 
escorts to small groups of children, which 
allows some wonderful opportunities for 
leadership and service.  They’ve added 
their own creative spin to the program by 
unilaterally creating Funny Hat Day and 
Crazy Sock Day.  Terri is excited to see what 
they’ll do for St. Nicholas Day.

“It is wonderful to see teen helpers who 
genuinely care about the little ones, and 
that they make VBS a comfortable and 
fun experience even for the youngest of 
participants.” -- Michele, a three-time adult 
volunteer, has enrolled both her son and 
daughter in VBS for several years.
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The Adults:  The overall directors of the VBS program 
are the Parish staff: Terri Telepak, Andy Kereky, 
Bill Toler, Nick Gresko, and Rachel Brusky.  The 
teachers are Parish volunteers, many of whom are 
PSR and preschool religion teachers during the school 
year.  Like the teen volunteers, they commit to early 
preparation and training, setting up and cleaning up, 
and attending for the entire week.  Some volunteer 
teachers are arts and crafts directors, others are sports 
instructors.  Still others tell Bible stories or supervise 
snack preparation.  Child care is provided for those 
volunteers with children ages 2-3.  There are many 
other behind-the-scenes helpers who shop, decorate, 
prepare crafts—there’s a job for every volunteer!

“VBS is a great way for young children to connect with 
their faith while having fun.  I’ve been a participant, 
teen volunteer, and have now moved on to a supervisor 
role because I love seeing the joy that this fun-packed 
week brings to those who participate.  In my new role, 
the passion and dedication of those who volunteer and 
enjoy this week is more evident than ever.  I’m looking 
forward to another great VBS summer!” -- Allison

If you want to help, but can’t commit to a full week, 
you can watch for the “wish list” in the bulletin and 
contribute or loan something.  One year, someone 

loaned a boat that was parked in Good Shepherd 
Square and filled with canned goods for food pantries!

Family Benefits:  There are positive effects of VBS on 
children and families.  First, children will be presented 
with an age-appropriate awareness of God.  Through 
Bible stories and saint stories, they can see that, though 
life can be difficult, unfair, and scary at times, God is 
always holding them close to Him.  The art projects 
and the holy cards they receive will be concrete 
reminders of what they’ve heard during the day.  Each 
family receives a CD with the music that the children 
sing during the day; the caregiver can pop the CD into 
the car system on the way home, and the child can 
sing and teach the song.  At the dinner table, the child 
can be encouraged to retell the Bible lesson for the 
day, much as tribes in the savanna gather around the 
campfire and retell familiar stories.

If this all sounds marvelous, but you haven’t enrolled 
your child yet, you still have until July 10 to register.  
Contact the Parish Office for more information 
at (440-871-1100).



A SWEET WAY TO HELP END CHILDHOOD CANCER! 

ICE CREAM 

TRUCK

Save the Date! Cleveland Indians 
Watch Party!
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by Maggie Brady

Are you an Indians fan, or just a fan of having a good time?  Then 
grab your calendar and consider hanging out with your St. Raphael 
family on the evening of Friday, July 26, as we take in a Tribe game 
and enjoy being with each other!

The watch party kicks off at 6:30 pm, located mainly in the Parish 
Activity Center.  There will be classic, delicious ballpark fare like hot 
dogs, popcorn, and soft drinks on hand for only $1, and beer will 
be available for purchase, too, making this the perfect outing for the 
whole crew.  Games and activities for kids will entertain the younger 
ones while you connect with your parish family. Best of all, the Prayers from Maria ice 
cream truck will be paying us a visit!  The sale of these tasty treats will benefit the Prayers 
From Maria Children’s Glioma Cancer Foundation.

Then at 8:15, the main event gets started – the Cleveland Indians face off with their 
Central division rivals, the Kansas City Royals!  This away game will be shown on the 
big screen inside the Parish Activity Center so we all can see the Tribe storm to what will 
no doubt be a “royally” decisive victory in comfort.  This means there will be no need to 
apply more sun block or stay vigilant to keep bees off your hot dog!  Astute Indians fans 
agree that one of the most memorable meetings between these two clubs is the May 16, 
2011 so-called “Vin Mazzaro game.”  During this contest at Kauffman Stadium in Kansas 
City, the Indians clobbered Royals pitcher Mazzaro for 14 runs in a little more than 2 
innings, eventually winning with a final score of 19-1 and setting multiple remarkable 
records in the process.  It could happen again!  And win or lose, rooting for the Indians is 
always more fun in the company of friends and family.

That, of course, is the best thing about the watch party: it’s an opportunity to come 
together, greet each other, and catch up with friends both old and new.  That’s what 
summer is all about!

This fun event is being brought to us by the St. Raphael Parish Stewardship Committee.  
They are always looking for volunteers willing to lend a hand.  If you would like to get 
more information or enlist to help out, please contact Jenni Dixon at 216-403-5350.
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At the seminary, he has found great friends and good experiences.   The students pray together, discuss 
and think about their faith and how to put it into action.  He enjoys the challenges in the classroom.  Daily 
Masses are truly inspiring, he says, because everyone participates fully - there are some great singers and 
musicians!  On the flip side, there are many sports fans, so game days are pretty wild.  

Cameron’s goals for the summer are two-fold.  He wants a realistic view of priestly life.  He also wants to 
see the “goodness” of parish life, its challenges and rewards.  He wants to use this time to get a taste of 
how God is working in people’s lives.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?  “I want to be present to people.  I want to be able to bend over 
backward to help others.”  

Cameron, I’m sure you’ll achieve your goals!

Beneficiary designations can also be used for securities (transfer on death or “T.O.D.”) and bank 
accounts (payable on death or “P.O.D.”) in the same flexible and efficient manner as for the IRA and 
life insurance discussed above.  Such a bank account designation could be:

P.O.D. to St. Raphael Church for its unrestricted use. 

Even though the beneficiary designation is created while the donor is alive, the beneficiary has no 
ownership or other rights until the donor has died.  A T.O.D. designation for securities is similar in all 
respects.

Regardless of the asset involved and the form of beneficiary designation used, a designation of St. 
Raphael Church could be as follows:

A percentage of the asset (say 10%)  or a fixed dollar amount (say $1,000) 
payable to St. Raphael Church (or the endowment fund) followed by instruction 
for the balance of the asset to be paid  to family or other charities.

It is always appropriate to discuss these matters with your personal advisors.

If you are interested in creating a beneficiary designation for the benefit of St. Raphael and would like 
to discuss the process with a member of the Legacy Society Committee, please contact Kris McGivney 
at the Parish Office (440-871-1100) or via email at legacysociety@saintraphaelparish.com.  Neither this 
article nor any discussion with a committee member is intended to be legal or tax advice.

From Page 3
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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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From Page 1
a family.  We can surely help just by going through 
our groceries and putting some aside to bring to 
church.

Beginning in late June, lists of items needed will 
be posted in the church Gathering Area and 
Good Shepherd Square.  Stop by and take a look.  
Imagine what would happen if every family and 
every single adult in the parish gave a few items.  If 
this happened, we would surely fill the food banks’ 
empty shelves!  

The food banks we serve are St. Patrick on Bridge 
Ave., St. Malachi, St. Augustine in Tremont and 
the West Side Catholic Center.  Bins will be 

placed where the lists are posted sometime in early 
July. Please, only non-perishable food products can 
be accepted.  If you would like to make a monetary 
donation, place it in an envelope marked “Christmas in 
July” and drop it at the Parish Office.  

Donations can be dropped off until July 21.  Any 
questions, please call Michelle Walsh at 440-871-7609 
or Judy Cornelius at 440-871-4020. An added note: The 
Social concerns Ministry will sponsor a Back to School 
Drive in August.  This ministry is very busy and helps 
many people both in and outside of the parish.  

They are amazing.  If you are looking for something 
rewarding to get involved in, the group can always use 
an extra set of hands.


