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Christmas is more than one day! In the Catholic 
Church, the liturgical season lasts through January 
9, 2023, The Baptism of the Lord. In fact, before the 
reform of the Roman Missal, Christmas lasted 40 days 
and ended on February 2, the feast of the Presentation 
of the Virgin, also known as Candlemas. Keep your 
Christmas celebration going, even if you feel obligated 
as a neighbor to take your Christmas lights down.

The anticipation of waiting for the birth of Our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ is over. He has arrived to free 
us all from our sins.

It has always been easy for me to connect with Jesus at 
this time of the year. Who wouldn’t be able to take the 
precious Infant Jesus into their heart and communicate 
with Him and think about Him and love Him?

Christmas is a peaceful, joy filled season of the year 
for most of us and certainly Christmas is the perfect 
time to emphasize Jesus’ love for us to our children. 
Christmas is such a special holiday, especially for the 
little ones. Parents can take this time to speak about the 
wonders of Christmas and how important Jesus is in 
our lives.

I’ve been thinking about Christ and the Eucharist, 
about how easily I connect to Jesus during the 
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Christmas season. Perhaps if I spent a little more 
time reading the New Testament and really 
thinking about all the gifts Jesus brought into my 
life maybe I will be able to connect more easily to 
Jesus in the Eucharist. I will realize how much of a 
gift the Eucharist has been and is in my life. For me 
it’s worth the extra time spent reading about Jesus’ 
life.

Wishing each and everyone a glorious Christmas 
and a healthy, happy, blessed New Year!

By Dianne Borowski
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o you ever wonder what became of that Sister who taught you in 
5th grade? Or grades 1st through 12th? Do you remember her 

fondly since she taught more than just geography and math? She taught 
us what today’s educators call “character lessons.” Above all, love of 
the Lord and respect for others. She was a model of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, especially knowledge and understanding and how to focus on 
prayerful intentions. Those Sisters lived by those gifts. And they were 
eager to pass them on to generations of children. 

Today, there are at least 20 religious orders in Ohio alone! These Sisters 
are teachers, nurses, social workers, lawyers, whatever the leadership 
of the order is in need of, according to their charism. A “charism” is a 
gift given by God to an individual or a group, meant to be used for the 
sake of others. Certainly, the foundations of most orders or congregations 
focused on education. Many founders came from Europe and established 
schools for immigrants. Indeed, the first American-born saint was 
educator Mother Elizabeth Seton.

Some terms to clarify: What is the difference 
between Sisters and nuns? 
A Catholic Sister is a woman who lives, ministers, and prays in the world. 
A Sister’s life is often called “active” because she is engaged in the works 
of mercy and other ministries that take the Gospel to people, wherever 
they are. She professes perpetual simple vows living a life of poverty, 
celibacy, and obedience. 

A Catholic nun is a woman who lives a contemplative life in a monastery 
which is usually cloistered (or enclosed) or semi-cloistered. Her ministry 
and prayer life are centered within and around the monastery for the 
good of the world. She professes perpetual solemn vows, living a life of 
poverty, celibacy, and obedience. We are so fortunate to have a monastery 
of Poor Clare Colettines in Cleveland. 

What guides these women is that special charism, a supernatural grace 
given by the Holy Spirit for the good of the church. As an example, for 
the Sisters of Notre Dame, this means “A deep experience of God’s 
goodness and provident care to be a hope-filled presence in the world.” 
For the Notre Dames, and so many other religious communities, that is an 
invitation to serve others, especially the poor.

More Local Examples
The Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine are living out their religious life 
in community, prayer, and service each day. They have carried forward 
a faith-based legacy of high-quality, care. They attempt to reflect as a 
Congregation a unity of purpose achieved through their ministries of 
health care, social service and education. The Sisters strive to follow 
God’s call with the motto, “In All Things Charity.” 

Humility of Mary Sisters are called to respond to the needs of the times 
by “bringing more abundant life to God’s people, especially the poor.” 

A Sister’s Life is Ministry
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The Poor Clare charism is their unique call from God 
to live their vocation within the Church. God has called 
them to a contemplative life which is dedicated solely 
to the praise and worship of the Lord. Their vows of 
poverty, chastity, obedience, and enclosure are gifts 
from our Lord that they dedicate to His love. The Poor 
Clare nun offers herself to a life of prayer and penance. 

The Sisters of St. Francis say, “We are Catholic women 
who desire to live according to the Gospel and to 
spend our lives extending the reign of God. Inspired 
by the lives of St. Francis and Clare of Assisi, we live in 
simplicity, hospitality, and love.”

“As Franciscans, our lives focus on three great loves: 
the Incarnation of Jesus, which reveals the goodness of 
all creation; the Passion of Jesus, wherein we discover 
the immense love and compassion of God; and the 
Eucharist, by which we are united with the whole 
Body of Christ. Our diverse ministries are marked by 
a Franciscan appreciation of the integrity of creation, 
peacemaking, and concern for those in need.”

Do you see the commonality of all these women in 
their commitment to serve people who are poor? Do 
you hear the clarion call for justice in speaking up and 
making a difference?

However endearing our habit-forming teachers were, 
they certainly made an impression on us young souls. 
They were our parents at school, and that fact was 
either met with elation or terror. Especially at parent-
teacher conferences.

I sincerely thank God for those models of grace who, 
together with our folks, built the foundation of the 
Catholic Church in modern times.

Want to participate more fully and share in one of 
the Sister’s charisms while offering your own? Many 
of these orders welcome new members, even men. 
Associate status is a blessing with monthly faith sharing 
opportunities and a focus on our “Good and Provident 
God.” Contact each order to inquire.

Writers’ note: These mini biographies and limited 
explanations of the nine orders representing 
remarkable women were found on the websites of the 
individual sisterhoods.

The eight orders selected above are among the most 
familiar in Cleveland, Ohio.

Colleen Lanning
News from the Pews

This requires them to open their hearts to give and 
receive God’s light and love. Mary’s humility inspires 
others to lead. They join other religious women around 
the world through the Leadership Conference of 
Women (LCWR). 

The Sisters of the Incarnate Word represent their 
charism by living and proclaiming the Incarnation 
of the Word made flesh, Jesus. They strive to achieve 
selflessness as they practice works of mercy with 
simplicity, graciousness, and prayer. 

Congregation of St. Joseph + Sisters of Saint Joseph: 
Both groups are the same, with a local diocesan order 
that became associated with other CSJs and became an 
apostolic order.  

The Sisters of St. Joseph is the order of sisters that St. 
Mary MacKillop established to minister to the poor 
and vulnerable of her time. She took her vows as a 
nun on 19th March, 1866. This day was the Feast of St. 
Joseph, hence Joseph is one of the significant figures 
who guided Mary’s life as a nun.     

The Ursuline Sisters’ vision and charism lives on in 
all that they do today. As an Ursuline community, 
these women of deep faith, have a strong belief in the 
development of the whole person and a focus on the 
individual. The Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland’s mission 
is to transform lives through contemplation, justice, 
and compassion.

St. Catherine of Siena and the Beggar
Giovanni di Paolo, 1460. 

On display at the Cleveland Museum of Art.



Recently, a disturbing trend has grabbed 
headlines. Pop culture figures from musicians 
to basketball stars to talking heads are dabbling 
with anti-Jewish themes, with increasing 
openness. Unfortunately, one of the louder voices 
belongs to a live-streamer, Nick Fuentes, who has 
dragged the Catholic faith into his Holocaust-
denying presentations. His more printable 
comments include, “You’re either a Catholic or 
you’re with the Jews… when are Catholics gonna 
start asserting their control?… I want this country 
to be run by Catholics, not Jews. I want this to 
be a Catholic occupied government, not a Jewish 
occupied government.” 

In this environment, it’s important to refresh 
what the Church actually teaches us about the 
Jewish community. Armed with the truth, we can 
protect ourselves, our friends, and our families, 
from being poisoned by malicious influencers.

The Foundation

Our contemporary approach to inter-religious dialogue 
was founded with the Vatican II document, Nostra aetate. In 
this 1965 text, the Council Fathers declared, “The Church 
acknowledges that, according to God’s saving design, the 
beginnings of her faith and her election are found already 
among the Patriarchs, Moses and the prophets...  The 
Church keeps ever in mind the words of the Apostle about 
his kinsmen: “theirs is the sonship and the glory and the 
covenants and the law and the worship and the promises; 
theirs are the fathers and from them is the Christ according 
to the flesh,’” (Rom. 9:4-5).

The Fathers went on to debunk the theory of Jewish 
deicide (which unjustly blamed Jesus’s death on all Jews, 
collectively) and expressed a desire to build stronger bonds 
between Catholic and Jewish communities. “The Church, 
mindful of the patrimony she shares with the Jews and 
moved not by political reasons but by the Gospel’s spiritual 

The Catholic Church’s Teaching on Judaism and Anti-Semitism
By Maggie Brady

Pope Francis meeting with the Center for Jewish-Christian Understanding and Cooperation (CJCUC) Central European Director, Rabbi Josh 
Ahrens on April 6th, 2017. Pope Francis strongly condemns anti-Semitism, stating, “A Christian cannot be an anti-Semite.”



The Catholic Church’s Teaching on Judaism and Anti-Semitism
love, decries hatred, persecutions, displays of anti-
Semitism, directed against Jews at any time and by 
anyone,” they added.

The Holocaust

What does the Church say about the Holocaust? 
In We Remember: A Reflection on the Shoah, published 
in 1998 by the Pontifical Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews, we find:

“This century has witnessed an unspeakable tragedy, 
which can never be forgotten: the attempt by the Nazi 
regime to exterminate the Jewish people, with the 
consequent killing of millions of Jews. Women and 
men, old and young, children and infants, for the sole 
reason of their Jewish origin, were persecuted and 
deported. Some were killed immediately, while others 
were degraded, ill-treated, tortured and utterly robbed 
of their human dignity, and then murdered. Very few 
of those who entered the Camps survived, and those 
who did remained scarred for life. This was the Shoah 

[Holocaust]. It is a major fact of the history of this 
century, a fact which still concerns us today… 

“The fact that the Shoah took place in Europe, that is, 
in countries of long-standing Christian civilization, 
raises the question of the relation between the Nazi 
persecution and the attitudes down the centuries of 
Christians towards Jews… 

“Despite the Christian preaching of love for all, even 
for one’s enemies, the prevailing mentality down the 
centuries penalized minorities and those who were 
in any way “different.” Sentiments of anti-Judaism in 
some Christian quarters, and the gap which existed 
between the Church and the Jewish people, led to a 
generalized discrimination, which ended at times in 
expulsions or attempts at forced conversions… 

“The Church in Germany replied [to the rise of the 
Third Reich] by condemning racism. Already in 
February and March 1931, Cardinal Bertram of Breslau, 
Cardinal Faulhaber and the Bishops of Bavaria, the 
Bishops of the Province of Cologne and those of 
the Province of Freiburg published pastoral letters 
condemning National Socialism, with its idolatry of 
race and of the State.  In the wake of the Kristallnacht, 

Continued on Page 6

The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in 1943 was the largest Jewish resistance 
against Nazi Germany in World War II. It was to resist an effort to 
transport the remaining population to the Majdanek and Treblinka 
death camps. Here we see captured Jews by Nazi occupiers.

Synagoga and Ecclesia in Our Time. A sculpture at St. Joseph’s 
University in Philadelphia. It was commissioned to mark the 50th 
anniversary of Nostra Aetate, stating it was “a new artwork to 
reflect Catholic teaching that both communities can learn about 
God by studying their sacred texts together.”
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Bernard Lichtenberg, Provost of Berlin Cathedral, 
offered public prayers for the Jews. He was later to 
die at Dachau and has been declared Blessed…

“As Pope [St.] John Paul II has recognized, alongside 
courageous men and women, the spiritual resistance 
and concrete action of other Christians was not 
that which might have been expected from Christ’s 
followers. We cannot know how many Christians 
in countries occupied or ruled by the Nazi powers 
or their allies were horrified at the disappearance 
of their Jewish neighbors and yet were not 
strong enough to raise their voices in protest. For 
Christians, this heavy burden of conscience of their 
brothers and sisters during the Second World War 
must be a call to penitence. We deeply regret the 
errors and failures of those sons and daughters of 
the Church...

”At the end of this Millennium the Catholic Church 
desires to express her deep sorrow for the failures 
of her sons and daughters in every age. This is an 
act of repentance (teshuva), since, as members of 
the Church, we are linked to the sins as well as the 
merits of all her children. The Church approaches 
with deep respect and great compassion the 
experience of extermination, the Shoah, suffered 
by the Jewish people during World War II. It is 
not a matter of mere words, but indeed of binding 
commitment.

“We pray that our sorrow for the tragedy which 
the Jewish people has suffered in our century will 
lead to a new relationship with the Jewish people. 
We wish to turn awareness of past sins into a firm 
resolve to build a new future in which there will 
be no more anti-Judaism among Christians or anti-
Christian sentiment among Jews, but rather a shared 
mutual respect, as befits those who adore the one 
Creator and Lord and have a common father in 
faith, Abraham.

“Finally, we invite all men and women of good will 
to reflect deeply on the significance of the Shoah. 
The victims from their graves, and the survivors 
through the vivid testimony of what they have 
suffered, have become a loud voice calling the 
attention of all of humanity. To remember this 
terrible experience is to become fully conscious of 
the salutary waning it entails: the spoiled seeds of 
anti-Judaism and anti-Semitism must never again be 
allowed to take root in any human heart.”

Continued from Page 5

A Star of David on a gate at the Dachau Nazi 
concentration camp in Germany.
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Remember us, O God;

from age to age be our comforter.

You have given us the wonder of time,

blessings in days and nights, seasons and years.

Bless your children at the turning of the year

and fill the months ahead with the bright hope

that is ours in the coming of Christ.

You are our God, living and reigning, forever and ever.

R/. Amen.

New Year Prayer
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
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and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Do You Want to Write for the Newsletter?
Do you want to share the Good News about Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection with others? Would you like to 
support our St. Raphael parish family? Do you enjoy writing 
and have good interpersonal skills? Consider writing for 
this monthly newsletter! Contributions are approved and 
edited for content and length. Please email Maggie Brady at 
margaretbrady@protonmail.com if you are interested in 
contributing regularly!
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