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id you know, the entire month of February is 
traditionally dedicated to the Holy Family? 

Little is known about Jesus’ childhood and transition 
to young manhood. Of course, we believe Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph lived a life typical of the family of 
a carpenter so many years ago. Mary’s role would 
have been to keep a traditional Jewish household and 
to nurture and care for her son. Joseph, as the foster 
father of Jesus, was responsible for Jesus’ religious 
education. Joseph would teach Jesus scripture and 
would educate Jesus in Jewish culture and tradition. 
Jesus might have attended classes in the school, or 
“bet sefer,” which was attached to the synagogue in 
Nazareth. 

St. Luke tells us that the Holy Family traveled to 
Jerusalem each year to attend the feast of the Passover. 
It was on one such occasion that a particularly 
momentous event occurred in their family life. 

“Each year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for 
the feast of Passover, and when he was twelve years 
old, they went up according to festival custom. After 
they had completed its days, as they were returning, 
the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but 
his parents did not know it. Thinking that he was 
in the caravan, they journeyed for a day and looked 
for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 
but not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to 
look for him. After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening 
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to them and asking them questions, and all who 
heard him were astounded at his understanding and 
his answers. When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why 
have you done this to us? Your father and I have been 
looking for you with great anxiety.” And he said to 
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them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must 
be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said 
to them. He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 
obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart. 
And Jesus advanced [in] wisdom and age and favor before God and 
man.” (Luke 41-52).

Can you imagine how Mary must have felt – misplacing the child 
announced to her by the angel St. Gabriel? Any parent who has lost 
track of a little one at the grocery store or Target knows that feeling of 
dread and panic. Their family was holy, but that didn’t mean life went 
smoothly! 

Our Lord Jesus most likely participated in the trade of carpentry as 
He was known as the son of the carpenter and probably followed in 
His foster father’s footsteps. He likely worked as a carpenter until He 
entered public life. When Jesus began His public ministry around age 

30, Mary stayed near Him but kept in the background. She most likely was there, from His first miracle at the 
wedding at Cana to the foot of the cross, carrying her grief alone and in silence. It is assumed Joseph died 
before Jesus entered public life as no further mention of him is made in scripture.

The Holy Family is a model for all 
families. We look to Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph for guidance in our own lives. 
On the outside, the Holy Family 
appeared to be a typical Jewish 
family who lived a simple, practical 
life, working diligently to earn a 
living. They were by no means 
wealthy. When examining the family 
closely we see the love and devotion 
of a close-knit household animated 
by a deep love of scripture. Jesus’ 
birth changed Mary and Joseph’s 
life dramatically, taking their family 
in a direction they never could have 
expected. 

Instead of clinging to their 
expectations, the couple embraced 
their roles as Jesus’ parents and 
began their journey into the 
unknown as the mother and foster 
father of Our Lord and Savior 
willingly and with great love. We 
honor them for their commitment 
and faithfulness in raising Jesus 
and keeping Him safe until He was 
ready to begin public life.
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Did You Know...?          by Maggie Brady

• Spouses can bless each other, and parents can bless their children. 
Simply make the sign of the cross on your loved one’s forehead 
and say, “May God bless you, and may He be the Guardian of 
your heart and mind – in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.” Try doing this in the morning as the family 
leaves for the day, or at night when sending the kids off to bed. 
St. Ambrose says: “You may not be rich; you may be unable to 
bequeath great possessions to your children; but one thing you 
can give them — the heritage of your blessing. And it is better to 
be blessed than to be rich.” 

• The Second Vatican Council says that the family is a “Domestic 
Church.”1 Like the Church, it’s a holy place where we first learn 
to pray, evangelize, and have a relationship with Jesus. And 
like the Church, it’s not supposed to be an exclusive social club! 
The Holy Family was not closed in on itself like an island, but 
constantly reaching out to share the Good News with the world. 
Just as at the end of Mass, we leave the sanctuary hearing “Go in 
peace, glorifying the Lord by your life,” we are called to do the 
same within our families. Can you think of ways your family can 
be missionaries this month? Perhaps through prayer, action, or 
making a sacrifice?

1 - Lumen Gentium #11
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St. Raphael

On Saturday, February 29, women in our community will have a chance to grow their relationship with the 
Mother of God as we embark on this year’s Lenten journey.

It all kicks off with Mass in the Church at 8:30 am. Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, SND, a noted speaker and 
author, will talk about who Mary is and who Mary is for us, stressing that Mary is a flesh and blood woman 
we can identify with. Sister will propose three essential ways to imitate our Blessed Mother, the first and 
best Christian, drawing on events in her life, some of which we ponder about as we pray the Mysteries of the 
Rosary.

The retreat will motivate the participants to deepen their 
spirituality. It will touch hearts and offer some personal 
applications, especially since the retreat is at the beginning of 
Lent. 

All participants will receive a copy of Sister Kathleen’s 
comprehensive book about Mary, The Catholic Companion to 
Mary, and several other books written by Sister Kathleen will be 
available for participants to purchase. The cost of the program 
is $30 and includes a continental breakfast and lunch. The 
program will conclude at 4:30 p.m. 

Women from other parishes and churches who wish to come 
to know Mary better are also welcome. Invite your friends, and 
look for an information flyer and retreat registration form in a 
future parish bulletin!

In the Footsteps of Mary in Lent
The 2020 Retreat for the Women of St. Raphael Parish

Men of the parish are invited to the St. Raphael’s Men’s Retreat, 
taking place from 6 p.m. on Friday, February 21st to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, February 22nd. The guys will gather at the Jesuit 
Retreat House, 5629 State Road in Parma. Retreatants will enjoy 
presentations from our pastor and retreat director Fr. Tim Gareau, 
Fr. Ned Weist, and Bill Toler on the topic of “Living a Catholic Life 
in a Secular World.” 

Bishop Nelson Perez will join them on Friday evening as a special 
guest. Space is limited for Bishop Perez’s talk and reservations are 
required, so don’t delay! Cost is $110, but cost is not a deterrent 
to attendance. Please contact Carl Feldkircher, 440-892-7812, or 
Deacon Larry Gregg, 440-871-1100, for more information. 

Living a Catholic Life 
in a Secular World
St. Raphael’s Men’s Retreat

by Nancy Czupik



problems.  Has anyone ever decided to call off a 
wedding because of these sessions?  No, but Fr. 
Eric has told couples that they need to work on 
certain issues before he will conduct a marriage 
ceremony.

The engaged couple is also required to attend 
a Pre-Cana marriage preparation retreat before 
their wedding.  St. Raphael Church is one of many 
parishes that offers this day, and engaged couples 

Engaged! Now What?
Congratulations to that loving couple who just got 
engaged!  You want to be married in the Church, with 
family and friends surrounding and supporting you.  
What’s involved?  How long is the process?  What’s the 
reason for the expectations of the Church?

First and foremost, “marriage preparation” is 
NOT marriage therapy.  Any couple having major 
relationship problems should not expect to work them 
out during this process.  

Fr. Eric spent a few minutes with me outlining what 
the engaged couple should expect while they prepare 
for their wedding day.  The Church would like at least 
a six-month period for preparation.  No, this is not so 
you will have time to match napkins and bridesmaid 
dresses, fun though that is!  During this time, the couple 
will meet with the person preparing them at least 
six times, and then attend a Pre-Cana Day, a sort of 
marriage retreat.  

Working with Fr. Tim, Fr. Eric, Deacon Larry, or couple-
to-couple peer ministers, the happy pair will focus 
on four parts of commitment in marriage: free, total, 
faithful, and fruitful.  Is each of the partners free to 
enter into sacramental marriage?  Is there any coercion 
or prior commitment that would prevent full dedication 
to the marriage?  This includes the annulment issue.  
Is each partner totally committed to the other?  Does 
each partner intend to be faithful to the other?   Does 
the couple intend to be fruitful in the marriage?  This 
means not just accepting and nurturing children, but 
also becoming witnesses in the world to God’s charity 
and love.  Every Catholic Christian couple has the duty 
to be a sign of God’s love in the world. 

The six sessions include one for getting to know the 
couple.  Three are focused on “Prepare and Enrich,” 
incorporating healthy communication and conflict 
resolution.  One session is centered on “Spiritual 
life, prayer, and intimacy,” and the final meeting is 
for planning the ceremony.  Fr. Eric uses interactive 
exercises and role play to target and resolve potential 
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Engaged! Now What?
by Joy Horvath

may attend any diocesan Pre-Cana program, 
depending on dates and convenience.  Our event is 
on Saturday, March 14 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  On 
average, our event serves fifteen to twenty couples 
each year.  Some of the attendees are first marriage 
Catholic couples, while others are second marriage 
or mixed-faith couples.  Some are in their 20’s, 
while others are in their 40’s.  

Ana Wichmann, dedicated Pre-Cana team leader, has 
been involved with the program for 10 years.  As she 
described the day’s plan to me, she is emphatic that 
couples realize they’re not just preparing for a day, 
but for a lifetime.  She makes sure that the program 
addresses long-term concerns and questions. The Pre-
Cana Day is a preparation for a Catholic sacramental 
marriage, and so the agenda is totally based on Roman 
Catholic theology of marriage and family.  Guidelines 
for the day are provided by the Cleveland Diocese, but 
the implementation is left to the creative team in each 
venue.   For example, when speaking of finances, the 
presenter is not a financial advisor addressing how to 
invest, but rather a husband and wife asking couples 
what goals they have as a family:  Catholic schools?  
Charitable giving?  Lifestyle spending?  Another session 
involves prayer: How will a spouse handle challenges 
and difficulties such as a partner with cancer?  One 
of Ana’s favorite presentations concerns joys and 
difficulties of the first years of marriage.  

A dedicated team of volunteers facilitates the program, 
leads the discussions, and tends to hospitality.  Four 
to five married couples present materials; one pair 
of presenters last year had more than 50 years of 
successful marriage under their belts.  Others prepare 
lunch and snacks.  At the end of the program, an 
intimate candlelight dinner is served to each couple to 
complete the day.  Not only does the engaged couple 
reflect on their upcoming commitment, but Ana believes 
the day is a gift for her also, a time for her to reflect on 
her own marriage.

Every couple wants to have a great marriage.  You 
dream about your wedding day, your honeymoon, 
and growing old together.  What about everything in 
between?  Marriage preparation and Pre-Cana give an 
engaged couple the opportunity to consider practical 
issues, and the tools for a happy, lasting, and faith-filled 
marriage.
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When you come to Mass at St. 
Raphael, you will hear the sounds of 
the organ and the piano throughout 
the liturgy.  Occasionally, you’ll hear 
the choirmaster who’s playing those 
instruments and sings as well.  That 
choirmaster is Bill Toler.  For the past 
26 years Bill has been the Director of 
Liturgy.  In that role, he is responsible 
for choosing the appropriate music 
for each day’s Masses, forming and 
directing the parish choir and cantors, 
and coordinating with others involved 
in other aspects of the liturgy.  

But Bill has a second main responsibility 
at the parish, and that’s his role in 
Adult Faith Formation.  He is active 
in developing activities designed to 
educate and form adults in our faith.  
The one program that I am most 
familiar with is the Bible Study he leads 
on Thursday mornings when school is 
in session.  From 10-11:30 the class of 
about 40 are enthralled with the depth 
of Bill’s knowledge and his ability to 
dive deeply into the meanings and 
history of Scripture.

Hidden away in the myriad of activities 
on our parish calendar are some other 
evenings of adult learning.  Most of 
these were described in Joy Horvath’s 
August 2019 newsletter article.  While 
the evenings have no official name, Bill 
has created these once-monthly sessions 
designed to take everyday activities 
and tie them to our faith.  As I have just 
learned about these, I am intrigued by 
how Bill is able tie activities like card 
playing, bird watching, astronomy, and 
even the history of calendars to our 
faith.

Let me tell you a little more about this 
man.  Growing up in Westlake, he 

attended St. Raphael School and then went on to St. Ignatius 
(’90).  After graduation and a year at Miami University he 
entered monastic formation at St. Meinrad Archabbey, a 
Benedictine monastery in southern Indiana.  He entered 
deeply into life as a monk, and returned home to continue to 
discern his vocation before entering into an intense year of 
formation, relatively secluded from the outside world.  During 
that time, he fairly quickly was hired as our music director in 
1993.  He finished his undergraduate degree in Church History 

Meet Bill Toler
by Mike Manco



with a minor in philosophy from John Carroll 
University.  Bill has since completed a Master 
of Arts degree in Theology from Saint Mary 
Seminary here in Cleveland.

Through mutual friends, Bill was asked by 
Cantor Kathryn Wolfe Sebo to sing in the high 
holy day choir at the Temple-Tifereth Israel, 
and eventually went on to serve as Music 
Director.  He continues to serve as High Holy 
Day Music Director, and his rich experience with 
our Jewish sisters and brothers influenced his 
graduate work, which focused on Old Testament 
Scriptures, and his Bible Studies at the parish.

Bill and Mary Lou Toler were married at St. 
Raphael in 1997.  They met when Mary Lou was 
a sixth-grade teacher at St. Raphael School when 
she wanted to teach her classes to sing Dona 
Nobis Pacem as a three-part round.  That led to a 
beautiful relationship, yet Bill was still discerning 
a call to monastic life.  Mary Lou insisted that 
Bill return to make a retreat at St. Meinrad to 
continue that discernment.  During that retreat, 
surrounded by the beauty of the monastic life 
that Bill felt called to, he sat in the Eucharistic 
Chapel and experienced the strong sense of the 
Presence of God in a way he never has before or 
since.  Filled with the vision and knowledge that 
he didn’t see Christ more clearly anywhere in the 
world than in Mary Lou’s eyes.  Bill and Mary 
Lou engaged and then married, and now live in 
Bay Village.

Mary Lou can (mostly) laugh when she claims 
that Bill “picks up a new hobby every week”.  
He enjoys competitive bridge, birding, stamp 
collecting, astronomy, cross stitching, games of 
all kinds, and has many other interests.  Bill has 
a voracious love of learning.  His mind is always 
interested in new things.  If he could talk to you 
individually, he would wish for you that as an 
adult you discover and nurture a passion for 
learning about the richness of our Catholic faith.

St. Raphael

Plan to start off the season of Lent by attending an 
Ash Wednesday service at St Raphael! There will be 
Masses at 7:30 am, 9:15 a.m., and 7:00 p.m., as well 
as a prayer service in the Church at 4:30 p.m.

The day is also a day of abstinence and fasting. 
Abstinence means that Roman Catholics over 
the age of 14 must not eat meat; fasting applies 
to adults under age 60 and traditionally means 
having two meals and no snacks. The rule doesn't 
restrict fluids, so we can drink as much water as 
we like. Pregnant or nursing women, sick people, 
or other common sense exceptions are allowed. 
These individuals who can't abstain or fast can 
easily substitute another appropriate sacrifice 
to participate in the penitential spirit of Ash 
Wednesday. 

Check out the parish cookbook, Table of Plenty II, 
available for purchase at the parish office, in which 
you'll find many recipes for vegetarian soups, 
salads and main dishes to help you plan meals for 
Ash Wednesday and throughout Lent.

Mark Your Calendar: 
Ash Wednesday is February 26

Ash Wednesday Facts:
• The ashes we'll receive on our foreheads are 

usually made by burning palms from the 
previous Palm Sunday. 

• Ash Wednesday is technically not a Holy Day 
of Obligation, meaning we aren't required to 
attend Mass. It's still a beautiful way to mark 
the beginning of Lent, and one of the busiest 
days for Catholic parishes in the year.
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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Join Us! Saturday, February 22nd 
St. Raphael’s Annual Family Fest

St. Raphael’s annual Mardi Gras Family Fest will 
take place this year on Saturday, February 22nd 
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  This event offers tons of 
family fun for all members of the community 
and includes games and prizes for children of 
all ages, as well as an exciting raffle full of items 
donated by area businesses and parishioners 
and school families. If you are able to donate 
(monetary contributions, sports tickets, gift 
certificates, or prize items), please contact us at 
srshomeandschoolmardigras@gmail.com. 

We appreciate any donations so that we can make 
this event as successful as in years past.

Raffle tickets for raffle items will be sold after 
Masses on Saturday, February 8th; Sunday, 
February 9th; Saturday, February 15th; and 
Sunday, February 16th in the Lunchroom. We 
look forward to celebrating another year of 
Mardi Gras with you!


