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My dear friends in Christ,

As the glorious time of Christmas draws near, remember 
that Jesus is at the heart of this beautiful season. God sent 
His only begotten Son to inspire and encourage us in our 
spiritual lives. The Incarnation, God taking on flesh in Jesus, 
touches lives all around us and gives life a fuller meaning 
and purpose. We experience this presence in the innocence 
of a newborn; a youngster who discovers his or her gifts and 
talents; a student returning home for the holidays; the single 
person who has found they really make a difference; the love 
of a newly married couple; an older couple at peace with life 
and each other. The Incarnation, that powerful gift of God 
made present, is here for all of us. Celebrate Emmanuel, God’s 
presence with us. Please know that you will be remembered in 
our Masses and prayers this Holy Season.

Rev. Timothy W. Gareau, Pastor Colleen Maher Sara Seybold
Rev. James T. Winings, Parochial Vicar Maureen Mayer Bill Sheehan
Deacon Mark Cunningham Ken Mitskavich Nancy Sullivan
Deacon Larry Gregg Tom Pussel Anna Synek
Susan Andregg Candy Reese Terri Telepak
Keith Benya Kyle Rosser Pat Terry
Joanne Gill Mary Sak Bill Toler
Zak Jester Diane Schreiber Kelley Tonegato
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hey are clothed in camouflage, armed with a Holy Book, 
forbidden to carry or fire weapons.  They live as men and women 

of peace, yet associate with an organization dedicated to warfare.  
Military chaplains, both men and women, accompany our troops 
during months of training, years of deployment, and lengthy tours of 
duty across the U.S. and the world.  What motivates them?  What do 
they do?  How do they deal with other Christian denominations and 
other religions?  

I spoke with three Chaplains: LCDR Stephen Scott, U.S. Navy, 
Presbyterian Chaplain stationed in Columbus, Ohio at the Navy 
Recruiting Command; Reverend Tony Hartman, U.S. Army Ret., 
Episcopalian Chaplain; and Captain Joe Brankatelli, U.S. Army, 
Roman Catholic Chaplain, now Parochial Vicar at St. Clare Church, 
Lyndhurst.  All three men had different military postings with similar 
experiences.

Chaplain Scott was ordained in the Presbyterian Church in 2010 and 
began his career as a civilian Pastor of a church in Pensacola, FL.  The 
area has a strong military presence, so he drew his inspiration from 
that.  He has been a chaplain for 12 years, and was deployed as “Wing 
Chaplain” with a Marine aviation unit in the Persian Gulf.

Reverend Hartman was always focused on a military career.  He 
attended the Merchant Marine Academy and became a Surface 
Warfare Officer (SWO).  After his obligatory years of service, he 
entered the seminary and was ordained in the Episcopal Church.  
Still interested in a military career, he has been variously a Navy 
Reserve Chaplain, a Navy prison Chaplain, an Air Force Chaplain, 
and finally an Army Reserve Chaplain.  His Army stint included two 
deployments to Iraq.  

Fr. Joe Brankatelli didn’t consider a military career until he was 
challenged by a family friend who had been deployed. He told Fr. 
Brankatelli that he had gone six months without the celebration of 
the Eucharist due to a lack of priests in the war zone. Fr. Brankatelli 
was ordained in 2008, and entered the U.S. Army in 2012.  He served 
10 years, with deployments to Eastern Europe, South Korea, and 
Afghanistan.  

The mandate of the chaplain is three-fold: to “provide without 
compromise,” that is, to minister to the members of one’s own faith 
tradition; to “facilitate,” to attend to the spiritual needs of others; to 
“care,” to serve as pastor to any military member. Military Chaplaincy 
is NOT a church or a parish; it is an Institutional Ministry. They 
conduct prayer and worship services and Masses and offer basic 
sacraments like Confession, but rarely have an opportunity to offer 
Bible Study classes or RCIA. Fr. Brankatelli also noted that the military 
uniform is a little different from his civilian dress code, and at his 
parish, there’s no required 6 a.m. Physical Training.  
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marriage with its extended training and deployment 
demands. Fr. Brankatelli noted that he counseled 
emotionally fragile young soldiers who were dealing 
with unresolved family issues that were interfering 
with their military roles. In addition, chaplains advise 
their Commands on moral and ethical issues; while in 
the Persian Gulf, Chaplain Scott counseled against a 
mission being conducted during Ramadan.  

All chaplains are ordained and endorsed by their faith 
groups, and receive additional training at Chaplain 
School. Numerous chaplains are stationed at each 
large base in the U.S., but many fewer with troops on 
deployment, with about one chaplain for each battalion 
of 400-500 personnel. Chaplain Scott and a colleague 
served between three ships in the Persian Gulf. Fr. 
Brankatelli was one of eight chaplains for 3000-4000 
soldiers in Eastern Europe. The Army has about 1600 
active-duty Protestant chaplains, 70% of whom are 
Evangelicals; 80 priests; 12 rabbis; a few Muslim imams 
and non-Christian faith leaders. Very few are women. 
The Navy has 880 active-duty chaplains, about 80 of 
whom are women.

Each chaplain described memorable experiences. 
Chaplain Scott remembers flying by helicopter between 
ships in the Persian Gulf, and conducting worship 
in the Arizona desert. Reverend Hartman recalled 
his involvement with a visitation program for Iraqi 
detainee families, and the distribution of toys, clothing, 
and educational supplies to their children, donated by 
Americans, many from northern Ohio. Fr. Brankatelli 
remembers when incoming mortar fire disrupted 
a Lenten Mass at FOB Shank in Afghanistan. He 
continued Mass in the bunker, preaching to a “captive” 
congregation of soldiers and Afghan workers. After 
the “all clear,” the group emerged, and he carried on 
with the Eucharist. He also mentioned that at a Chrism 
Mass at the Italian Embassy in Kabul, he renewed his 
priestly vows with the only Protonotary Apostolic (a 
non-Bishop Papal representative) in Afghanistan, who 
happened to be an Italian priest at the Embassy.

Of note is the fact that our own Fr. Tim was an Air 
Force chaplain for two summer tours, the first in 
Charleston, South Carolina at Charleston Air Force 
Base and the second at Patrick Air Force Base in Florida.

Military chaplains are dedicated men and women who 
follow God’s call to minister to our troops in the U.S. 
and abroad, in safe times or war zones.  They deserve 
our praise, gratitude, and support.

All three men addressed the paradox of their 
military role. The military has an obligation to 
defend the citizens and the constitution of the 
U.S.; and military force should be used as a last 
resort. Then there’s the joy of serving God and 
our country, wherever that call may lead. Since 
chaplains do not carry weapons even in a war zone, 
they are assigned a Religious Affairs Specialist 
whose role is driver, assistant, publicist, and 
bodyguard.

Chaplains deal with interfaith issues in 
an atmosphere of mutual respect, offering 
“cooperation without compromise.” For example, 
Christian chaplains will set up facilities for 
Jewish services. Never are they asked or forced 
to go against restrictions imposed by their 
own faith traditions. During worship services, 
some adjustments are made for Protestant 
denominations: the shorter Apostle’s Creed is used 
in place of the longer Nicene Creed. A Catholic 
chaplain will participate in a prayer service but not 
a worship service, as it is not the Mass. During non-
denominational prayer services, the terms “Jesus,” 
and “Christ our Lord,” are avoided in favor of 
“Heavenly Powers.”

While deployed in Iraq, Reverend Hartman 
worked closely with Muslim detainees and their 
families through translators. One Muslim woman 
was curious enough about Christianity to ask him 
questions and attend various worship services. 
Eventually, she was baptized. Reverend Hartman’s 
translator also became a Christian after observing 
our troops. And yes, Reverend Hartman prayed 
with Muslim families, noting that the Muslims 
he encountered were not “freaked out” when he 
referred to Jesus, as they regard Him as a prophet. 
When he prayed with them in the presence of a 
translator, he always suggested that they pray 
according to their Muslim tradition, and he would 
pray according to his Christian tradition.

Aside from religious services, chaplains provide 
intervention, counseling, and guidance. They are 
often the first or only lifeline for those with mental 
health issues. Suicide is a major problem, and the 
chaplain is asked to perform risk assessments on 
soldiers or sailors and refer them on to medical 
care if needed. Fr. Brankatelli also mentioned 
counseling for marital issues. Young men may 
not be fully committed to marriage and family, 
while young women have little concept of military 



his time of year is when many begin to 
contemplate certain financial planning 

decisions, including those of charitable gifts. 
Perhaps you are one of those persons, and are 
prayerfully considering a charitable gift to St 
Raphael Parish given its importance to you, 
your family and the community. There are a few 
ways to give a charitable gift, each with different 
advantages and features.  

Gift of cash
You can simply write a check payable to St. 
Raphael Parish and send it to the Parish before 
December 31, 2022. Alternatively, you can visit 
the parish website at www.saintraphaelparish.
com and select “Online Giving.” 

Gift appreciated securities
Charitable gifts of long-term appreciated 
securities (i.e., securities you have held for 
longer than one year) can also be advantageous. 
You simply transfer your long-term appreciated 
security from your brokerage or custody account 
directly to the parish. You may receive an 
immediate charitable income tax deduction of the 
full fair market value of your contribution, and 
most significantly, any capital gains tax will have 
been eliminated. Please consult with your tax 
advisor to determine if this type of charitable gift 
is right for you. 

T Individual Retirement Account (IRA) Distributions
If you have an IRA and are over 70 1/2, you may make 
a tax-free charitable donation directly from your IRA to 
a qualified charity (Qualified Charitable Distribution 
or QDC). Please direct your IRA custodian to make 
your distribution directly to Saint Raphael Parish.  
You can exclude up to $100,000 of QCDs from your 
gross income. Rules regarding IRA distributions and 
gifts are complicated. Please consult your tax advisor 
to determine if you qualify and for specific advice 
regarding your tax situation.

Please remember that the weekly offertory contributions, 
along with our Christmas and Easter collections, are the 
principal sources of our parish operating income. This 
year you also have the opportunity to make a charitable 
gift to our Pray, Gather, Play Capital Campaign.

Thank you for your continuing
gifts to the Parish. 

Are You Considering A Charitable Gift This Year?
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Campaign Pledge
Each parishioner has unique financial circumstances; therefore, it is a 
personal decision when determining how much to contribute.  The following 
gift chart provides a few examples of how timing pledge payments can 
help to achieve different pledge amounts.  Please keep in mind these are 
examples, that actual amounts can be above or below these levels, and that 
you can structure your gift and make payments in a manner that best suits 
your situation.

A pledge form is included.  Please return this form with your pledge 
commitment as soon as possible.  You may also make your pledge online.  
Use the above QR code or visit the Parish website (saintraphaelparish.com) 
and click the Pray, Gather, Play icon.  Please remember that contributions 
paid this year bring us closer to being able to begin construction in spring 
next year.  

Your Timely Response is Requested!

Raphael $50,000 and Over
Seraphim $25,000-$49,999
Cherubim $15,000-$24,999
Archangel $5,000-$14,999
Guardian Angel $500-$4,999
Angel up to $499

Pledge 
Amount

3 Annual 
Payments

12 Quarterly
Payments

36 Monthly 
Payments

Daily 
Sacrifice

$25,000 $8,333 $2,083 $694 $23.15
$10,000 $3,333 $833 $278 $9.26
$5,000 $1,667 $417 $139 $4.63
$3,600 $1,200 $300 $100 $3.33
$1,000 $333 $83 $28 $0.93
$500 $167 $42 $14 $0.46
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Pray, Gather, Play
Our vision to redesign the “backyard” of the campus is becoming a reality. A pavilion 
will be built that can be used for the parish gatherings, ministries meetings, and can 
serve as an outdoor learning area. It will have both fans and heaters. Wi-Fi will be 
available. An adjacent green area can accommodate any overflow. The playground 
will be expanded and its 20-year-old equipment replaced with adventure and 
imaginative play units that are inclusive for children in grades K through 8. The 
surface will be a rubber-based product. It is being designed with a focus both on 
safety and fun and will allow entire grades to utilize the playground at the same 
time. The back field will be redesigned to have a rosary garden (a space with pavers 
as the beads of the rosary) and other circles for play and meeting. Benches will be 
placed throughout for contemplation and prayer. A walking path will lead from the 
pavilion area to the back field. A new storage building will be built. This building 
will be used by the maintenance department, Scouts, Athletic Commission for 
storage as well as have space available to store playground equipment and pavilion 
needs. Two new ADA restrooms with outdoor access will be built adjacent to the 
Raphael Center. A new fence will surround the property.  

Estimated Construction Costs
The cost of construction has increased significantly over the past two years and the 
lead time for obtaining materials is long. As of today, our best estimate of the cost 
of this project is $2.6 million. We will continue to review and update as necessary.  

Capital Campaign
A Capital Campaign is being conducted to raise funds to complete this project. Our 
hope and prayer are to cover all of the estimated costs with pledge commitments. 
In the event that additional funding is needed, short-term financing may be sought.
We would like to break ground in the spring of 2023. Prudent planning calls for us 
to have 65% of the project costs in hand before construction begins. If necessary, the 
project will be completed in phases.

Every parish family is asked to consider making a contribution of time, talent, and 
treasure to our campaign. “Equal Sacrifice, Equal Giving”  We are confident that with 
a sacrifice from all of our parishioners together we can reach our goal. 

Should you have any questions, please contact the Parish Office.  440-871-1100

Your timely response is requested!
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Saint Raphael Parish
Pray, Gather, Play Contribution Form
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Ways to Give
ONLINE

 

CASH OR CHECK

TRANSFER OF 
SECURITIES

Visit the Parish website – saintraphaelparish.com
Click on the icon Pray, Gather, Play

Place in the collection basket or drop off at the Parish Office
Please make your check payable to: Saint Raphael Parish

Please contact Kris McGivney 440-871-1100

In honor of    In memory of  

Name:   
Address:  
  
Phone:   
Email:   

For Office Use

ID   Date  

Received $   Initials  

Schedule
Monthly
Quarterly
Semi Annually
Annually
Other

Comments   
Will your contribution be matched by your employer?  Yes  No

Duration
One-Time
One Year
Two Years
Three Years
Other

If you would like to pay over time, please indicate the method below:

Amount of Pledge  $ 

Down Payment  $ 

Balance  $ 

Please use the following name(s) in the commemorative book:

 

Signature    Date  



Your Taxes. Their Tuition. 
Our Future.

NEW OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT OUR STUDENTS!

Ohioans can now receive a 100% tax credit 
of up to $750 ($1500 if married filing 
jointly) for cash donations to the Angel 
Scholarship Fund.  The aim of this 
tax-credit scholarship program is to 
award scholarships for elementary 
and high school students. This is a 
great opportunity to provide tuition 
assistance for families who wish to 
send their children to our  
Catholic schools. 

It’s Quick. It’s Easy. We are here to help!
CALL: 216-902-1312 ONLINE: WWW.CATHOLICCOMMUNITY.ORG/ANGEL

Your support
✔ Directly impacts a

family’s ability to afford
a Catholic education

✔ Helps provide high
quality Catholic
education to more
children

✔ Can be directed to any
Catholic school in the
Diocese of Cleveland

✔ Allows you to choose
what your tax dollars
support

angel
s c h o l a r s h i p  f u n d

Turning taxes into tuition with the 
Catholic Community Foundation

St. Raphael
Parish & School

525 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, OH 44140

440.871.1100
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525 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, OH 44140

St.Raphael

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. | Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. | M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. 

Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. | Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.

St.Raphael
C H U R C H

525 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, OH 44140

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

CONFESSION SCHEDULE MASSES
Christmas Eve: 4:00 p.m. Mass
Saturday Church/PAC
(December 24) 8:00 p.m. Mass
 10:00 p.m. Mass
Christmas Day: 8:00 a.m. Mass
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Mass
(December 25) 12:00 p.m. Mass

December 26: 9:15 a.m.
Monday Mass Only

December 27: 7:45 a.m. Mass
Tuesday 9:15 a.m. Mass                                

December 28: 7:45 a.m. Mass
Wednesday                    

December 3 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

December 4 Between Masses
 9:15-9:45am/
 11:15-11:45am

December 10 3:00-4:00 p.m.

December 11 7:00 p.m. Cluster   
 Communal Penance   
 Service at St. Raphael

December 17 2:30-4:00 p.m.

December 18 Between Masses
 9:15-9:45am/
 11:15-11:45am

December 29: 9:15 a.m. Mass
Thursday   

December 30: 7:45 a.m. Mass
Friday 9:15 a.m. Mass

December 31: 4:30 p.m. Mass
Saturday               

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
(not celebrated as a Holy Day this year)
January 1: 8:00 a.m. Mass  
Sunday 10:00 a.m Mass
 12:00 p.m. Mass

New Year’s Day Federal Observance
January 2: 9:15 a.m.
Monday Mass Only
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