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rutal politics, crop failure and famine, disease, 
homelessness, war. This sounds like a summary of our 

world situation, right? In fact, these words describe the world 
of Dante Alighieri, Italian poet who in the early 1300s penned 
an epic work praised by R.W.B. Lewis as “the greatest poem 
ever written.” 

Even though the title says Divine Comedy, there are no 
chuckles in this poem. “Comedy” in medieval literature meant 
that a story moved from bad circumstances to good. The work‘s 
three equal parts, Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso, reflect that 
movement. Dante casts himself as the main character in this 
journey, and is guided initially by the Roman poet Virgil, then 
by Beatrice, St. Lucy, and the Blessed Virgin Mary. You may 
recognize the opening stanza:

When I had journeyed half of our life’s way, 

I found myself within a shadowed forest, 

for I had lost the path that does not stray.

Inferno, Canto I.1

In allegorical form, Dante’s poem describes his personal 
spiritual journey from despair to heavenly bliss. In his 
despondency, he reaches out in faith and sees the beauty of 
Paradise. In order to attain his goal, however, he must travel 
through hell and purgatory. On the way, he encounters sinners 
and their eternal punishments (Inferno), and sinners who have 
been given the opportunity for repentance and rehabilitation 
(Purgatorio). Finally, in Paradiso, Dante gives us a vision of life 
at its best: the company of saints witnessing the wonder of 
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God, rivals becoming best of friends, all 
glorying in the joyful holy vision of Our 
Lord.

The poem was written in the vernacular–
the Italian of Florence, not in Latin as were 
other scholarly works of the time. This 
firmly placed the Tuscan language over 
other regional dialects as the “official” 
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Italian language, and made the work readable by the general public. 
The epic consists of 100 Cantos, (literally songs) of about 140 lines each. 
Although you will miss it in translations, there is a rhyme scheme, terza 
rima, which was invented by Dante: ABA BCB CDC, etc. 

Dante Alighieri was born into a prosperous middle-class family in 1265 
in Florence at the end of the Middle Ages. The Italian Renaissance was 
on the horizon. Florence was a major city-state, with its own army, flag, 
ambassadors, monetary system, and alliances. Besides being a poet, 
Dante was a politician, whose association with the “wrong” side in 
a trade dispute caused him to be convicted of a felony and banished to 
Ravenna, where he died in 1321. The injustice and corruption in Florence, 
the hostility between political factions, and his expulsion from the city he 
loved formed part of the basis for the Divine Comedy. 

In this year of 2021, seven hundred years after the death of Dante, the 
Pope has issued a challenge to us: Read this poem. In his apostolic letter 
“Candor Lucis Aeternae,” Pope Francis calls the Divine Comedy “one 
of the highest expressions of human genius,” which shows “with poetic 
beauty the depth of the mystery of God and love.” St. Paul VI said that 
the poem “leads men and women from chaos to wisdom, from sin to 
holiness, from poverty to happiness, from the terrifying contemplation of 
hell to the beatific contemplation of heaven.”

Dante uses much symbolism and many religious references. Historical 
figures and ordinary men and women populate the verses. References 
to events and personalities of his era fill the pages. You could read the 
Divine Comedy for general content and meaning, but to dig deeper, 
wouldn’t it be helpful to have a guide along the way, much as Dante did 
in his journey? For the next few months, Bill Toler will lead readers, just 
as Virgil lead Dante, to discover meanings, clarify references, ponder 
significances. If you haven’t yet attended the sessions, which started 
in November, you can still catch up. The future session dates are listed 
below. Don’t have a copy of the Divine Comedy? The book is available at 
the library, or there are many accessible websites. If you cannot attend the 
evenings with Bill but still want to read what the Pope is reading, you can 
find commentaries online also.

Hosted in the Community Room, from 7-8:30 pm.
December 13 Inferno Cantos 24-34
January 10 Purgatorio Cantos 1-11
January 24 Purgatorio Cantos 12-22
February 7 Purgatorio Cantos 23-33
March 7 Paradiso Cantos 1-11
March 21 Paradiso Cantos 12-22
April 4 Paradiso Cantos 23-33



“God exists in gift form. Therefore, if 
you want His life in you, you have to 
learn to give it away.”

- Bishop Robert Barron
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St. Raphael
My dear friends in Christ,

As the glorious time of Christmas draws near, remember that Jesus is 
at the heart of this beautiful season. God sent His only begotten Son 
to inspire and encourage us in our spiritual lives. The Incarnation, 
God taking on flesh in Jesus, touches lives all around us and gives 
life a fuller meaning and purpose. We experience this presence in the 
innocence of a newborn; a youngster who discovers his or her gifts and 
talents; a student returning home for the holidays; the single person 
who has found they really make a difference; the love of a newly 
married couple; an older couple at peace with life and each other. The 
Incarnation, that powerful gift of God made present, is here for all of us. 
Celebrate Emmanuel, God’s presence with us. Know that you will be 
remembered in our Masses and prayers this Holy Season.

Rev. Timothy W. Gareau, Pastor Zak Jester Sara Seybold
Rev. James T. Winings, Parochial Vicar Dr. Andy Kereky Bill Sheehan
Deacon Mark Cunningham Colleen Maher Nancy Sullivan
Deacon Larry Gregg Maureen Mayer Anna Synek
Roger Andrachik Ken Mitskavich Terri Telepak
Susan Andregg Candy Reese Pat Terry
Keith Benya Virginia Ricketti Bill Toler
Joanne Gill Diane Schreiber Kelley Tonegat

CONFESSION SCHEDULE:
December 4 3:00-4:00 pm
December 11 3:00-4:00 pm
December 18 2:30-4:00 pm
December 19 9:15-9:45 am/11:15-11:45 am 
December 25 No Confessions—Christmas Day

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE: 
Sunday, December 12, at 6:30 pm at St. Joseph Church 
(Combined with our Cluster Parishes – Holy Spirit, St. Joseph, and St. Raphael Parishes.)

MASSES:

Christmas Eve: 4:00 pm Masses Church/PAC
Friday, December 24 8:00 pm Mass 
 10:00 pm Mass 

Christmas Day: 8:00 am Mass
Saturday, December 25 10:00 am Mass 
 12:00 pm Mass

Day After Christmas 8:00 am Mass
Sunday, December 26 10:00 am Mass
 12:00 pm Mass

Solemnity of Mary: 4:30 pm Mass
Saturday, January 1



The Vatican has announced the canonization date for 
seven new saints for the Church. Pope Francis will 
celebrate Mass for the occasion in St. Peter’s Basilica 
on May 15th next year.

Blessed Charles de Foucauld, 20th century martyr

As a young man, 
Charles led the 
glamorous life of 
a French military 
officer. He over-
indulged in women 
and drink, and 
when his superiors 
ordered him to stop 
cavorting with his 
mistress, he quit the 
army. Determined 
to continue a life 
of adventure, he 
began exploring the deserts of Morocco and Algeria, 
disguising himself as a wandering rabbi to access 
regions where Europeans could expect to be killed. 
Although deeply moved by the piety of the Muslim 
people he encountered in North Africa, Charles was 

an agnostic. However, he did start studying the Quran, 
and later, the Bible.

Back in Paris, Charles published his findings as 
an explorer, winning fame and accolades from the 
Geography Society. He also reacquainted himself with 
family members who were practicing Catholics. “I 
found myself in the company of people who were highly 
intelligent, highly virtuous, and highly Christian,” he 
later explained. “Even though I wasn’t a believer, I 
started going to Church… I would spend long hours 
there repeating this strange prayer: “My God, if you 
exist, allow me to know you.’” When a good priest 
suggested he go to confession, Charles experienced 
a profound reversion to his childhood faith. With the 
same passionate energy he used to give romance and 
champagne, he immediately wanted to enter religious 
life. His confessor made him wait three years.

In 1890, Charles became a Trappist monk. He lived in the 
Trappist monastery for seven years, but even the monks’ 
ascetic lifestyle left him wanting to give more. “I love our 
Lord Jesus Christ and I cannot bear to lead a life other 
than His. I do not want to travel through life first class 
when the One that I love went in the lowest class,” he 
wrote. The Trappists released him to spend some years 
as the doorman at a Poor Clare monastery in Nazareth in 
the Holy Land.

Charles’s story took a decisive turn when he returned 
to France to be ordained a priest. He asked to be sent to 
the Sahara desert as a missionary to the nomadic Muslim 
people he had encountered during his journeys. There, 
as the lone European in a desolate region, he continued 
to make irreplaceable contributions to culture, creating 
the first French-Berber dictionary and translating 
the Bible. But far more valuable was his approach to 
evangelization and inter-religious dialogue. “These 
millions of non-Christians cry so much for the holiness 
which alone can obtain their conversion,” Charles said. 
He wanted to build a religious community, “a little 
family imitating so perfectly the virtue of JESUS that all 
who live in the surrounding area begin to love JESUS!”

On the surface, he was unsuccessful. No one came 
to join his ministry, with potential discerners citing 
political instability and the dangerous security situation. 
“Tomorrow, it will be ten years that I have been saying 

Coming Soon: New Saints!
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Holy Mass in the hermitage, and not a single conversion! 
It takes prayer, work, and patience,” he wrote humbly. 
He was alone, but not lonely. “When you love, you feel 
like speaking the whole time with the one you love, or at 
least you want to look at Him without ceasing. Prayer is 
nothing else. It is the familiar meeting with our Beloved. 
We look at Him, we tell Him we love Him, we rejoice to 

be at His feet,” Charles explained 
about his hours spent before 
the Tabernacle. “Is my presence 
here doing any good? If it does 
not, the presence of the Most 
Holy Sacrament certainly does it 
greatly. Jesus cannot be in a place 
without shining forth.”

Meanwhile, World War I had 
broken out in Europe and the 
violence was spreading to 
North Africa. In 1916, Charles 
de Foucauld’s hermitage was 

attacked by gunmen associated with the Islamist Senussi 
political movement. His death was recorded by an 
eyewitness, Paul Embarek. Charles had freed Paul from 
slavery, and he was the only convert Charles baptized.

From a “numbers” standpoint, Father de Foucauld’s 
priestly ministry was an abject failure. Fortunately, Our 
Lord evaluates our efforts based on fidelity, not volume. 
Today, religious orders and organizations inspired by his 
insights into the Gospel are active in dozens of countries.

Blessed Lazarus, first Indian lay saint

Also known as Devasahayam Pillai, this passionate 
preacher and palace official took the name Lazarus when 
he was baptized by a Jesuit priest in 1745. His wife soon 
followed him into the Christian faith, taking the name 
Theresa. In the context of India’s strict caste system, 
Lazarus insisted on the equality of all believers, regardless 
of their birth. This did not endear him to upper caste 
leaders, who also resented his abandonment of traditional 
Hindu religious practice. In 1752, he was assassinated by 
anti-Christian enemies who falsely accused him of treason 
against his country. He will be the first Indian lay person 
to be canonized.

Blessed Caesar de Bus

In his youth, Caesar de Bus toyed with being a playwright, 
but eventually settled on becoming a soldier. After a 
serious illness put life in perspective for him, Caesar 
decided to change his path and became a priest in 1582. 

During his ministry, Father de Bus created a 
unique form of family catechesis to teach the 
truths of the faith to French peasants who were 
vulnerable to anti-Catholic propaganda. He is 
the founder of the Fathers of Christian Doctrine 
religious order.

Blessed Luigi Maria Palazzolo

An Italian priest who helped 
abandoned orphans find 
safe homes. He founded 
the Sisters of the Poor, also 
known as the Palazzolo 
Institute, in 1869 to help 
neglected girls. The Sisters 
still exist and continue their 
work in Congo, Kenya, 
Burkina Faso, Malawi, and 
other countries.

Blessed Justin Maria Russolillo

Ordained to the priesthood in 1913, he was 
determined to help young people hear and respond 
to God’s call to priesthood and religious life. To 
that end, he founded the Vocationist Fathers and 
Vocationist Sisters, and initiated the concept of the 
“Vocationary,” a place where discerners can study, 
pray, and discover God’s will for their lives.

Blessed Anna Maria Rubatto, first saint from 
Uruguay

Born in Italy, she was a late vocation, joining the 
Capuchin Sisters when she was nearly 40. As 
Mother Rubatto, she crossed the Atlantic ocean 
seven times to help establish her Sisters’ ministry 
to the poor in Montevideo, the capital city of 
Uruguay. She died and was buried there in 1904 at 
age 59.

Blessed Maria Domenica Mantovani

Co-founder of the Little 
Sisters of the Holy Family, 
an order dedicated to 
serving youth, the elderly, 
and the disabled. She was 
“known for her goodness, 
humility, and also firmness 
when needed.” She died in 
1935.
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Prayers for Advent & Christmas
The St. Andrew Christmas Novena
Prayed 15 times a day from the feast of St. Andrew 
(November 30) until Christmas. It’s okay to start this 
one late and continue through the traditional 12 days of 
Christmas!

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of 
God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in 
Bethlehem, in piercing cold. 

In that hour, vouchsafe, O my God! to hear my prayer and 
grant my desires [ mention your request ] through the merits 
of Our Saviour Jesus Christ, and of His Blessed Mother. 
Amen.

Tip: Many images featuring the text of this novena can 
be found online. Use one of them as the lock screen on 
your smart phone, and you’ll be reminded constantly 
to say your prayers!

Prayer Before A Nativity Scene
Oh Divine Redeemer Jesus Christ, prostrate before your crib, 
I believe you are the God of infinite Majesty, even though I do 
see you here as a helpless babe.

I humbly adore and thank you for having so humbled yourself 
for my salvation as to will to be born in a stable. I thank you 
for all you wished to suffer for me in Bethlehem, for your 
poverty and humility, for your nakedness, tears, cold and 
sufferings.

Would that I could show you that tenderness which your 
Virgin Mother had toward you, and love you as she did. 
Would that I could praise you with the joy of the angels, 
that I could kneel before you with the faith of St. Joseph, the 
simplicity of the shepherds.

Uniting myself with these first adorers at the crib, I offer you 
the homage of my heart, and I beg that you would be born 
spiritually in my soul.

Make me reflect in some degree the virtues of your admirable 
nativity. Fill me with that spirit of renunciation, of poverty, 
of humility, which prompted you to assume the weakness of 
our nature, and to be born amid destitution and suffering.

Grant that from this day forward, I may in all things seek 
your greater glory, and may enjoy that peace promised to 
men of good will.

Tip: “No one, whether shepherd or wise man, can 
approach God here below except by kneeling before 
the manger at Bethlehem and adoring him hidden in 
the weakness of a new-born child.” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 563).

The “O” Antiphons
These special prayers form a part of the celebration 
of the Liturgy of the Hours during the last period of 
Advent. Dating to the 8th century and beyond, in the 
original Latin, their first letters spell out in reverse: 
ERO CRAS, meaning “I am coming soon.” 

Tip: The familiar hymn, “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel,” makes it easy to incorporate the antiphons 
into your Advent preparations.

December 17
O Wisdom of our God Most High,
guiding creation with power and love:
come to teach us the path of knowledge!

December 18
O Leader of the House of Israel,
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:
come to rescue us with your mighty power!

December 19
O Root of Jesse’s stem,
sign of God’s love for all his people:
come to save us without delay!

December 20
O Key of David,
opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom:
come and free the prisoners of darkness!

December 21
O Radiant Dawn,
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in 
the shadow of death.

December 22
O King of all nations and keystone of the Church:
come and save man, whom you formed from the dust!

December 23
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:
come to save us, Lord our God!



Are You Considering A Charitable Gift This Year?
his time of year is when many begin to 
contemplate certain financial planning 

decisions, including those of charitable gifts. Perhaps 
you are one of those persons, and are prayerfully 
considering a charitable gift to St Raphael Parish 
given its importance to you, your family and 
the community. There are a few ways to give a 
charitable gift, each with different advantages and 
features.    

Gift of cash.  You can simply write a check payable 
to St Raphael Parish and send it to the Parish before 
December 31, 2021. Alternatively you can visit the 
parish website at www.saintraphaelparish.com and 
select “Online Giving.”   

Many people do not itemize deductions on their 
federal return because the standard deduction  
exceeds their deductible expenses. For 2021, an 
“above the line” charitable deduction for cash gifts 
up to $300 ($600 for married individuals filing a 
joint return) when using the standard deduction 
is available. This results in a dollar- for-dollar 
reduction in the donor’s taxable income. 

If you do itemize deductions the limit of charitable 
deductions is 100% of your adjusted gross income.

Gift appreciated securities.  Charitable gifts of 
long-term appreciated securities (i.e. securities you 
have held for longer than one year) can also be 
advantageous. You simply transfer your long-term 
appreciated security from your brokerage or custody 
account directly to the parish. You may receive an 

immediate charitable income tax deduction of the full fair 
market value of your contribution, and most significantly, 
any capital gains tax will have been eliminated. 

You should consult with your tax advisor to determine if this 
type of charitable gift is right for you.

Individual Retirement Account (IRA) Distributions. If you 
do not benefit from Itemized Deductions, and are “of age,” 
then a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) could be a 
good option.  If you have an IRA and are over 70 1/2, you 
are faced with an annual Required Minimum Distribution 
(RMD) from your IRA.  In lieu of taking your RMD, you 
can donate up to $100,000 in IRA assets directly transferred 
from your IRA to St Raphael Parish, without including 
the distribution in your Adjusted Gross Income.  Rules 
regarding IRA distributions and gifts can be complicated. 
Please consult your tax advisor to determine if you qualify 
and for specific advice regarding your tax situation.

Please remember that the weekly offertory contributions, 
along with our Christmas and Easter collections, are the 
principal sources of our parish income. Thank you for your 
continuing gifts to the Parish. 

T



525 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, OH 44140

St.Raphael

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Would You Like to Write for the Newsletter?
Do you want to share the Good News about Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection with others? Would you like to 
support our St. Raphael parish family? Do you enjoy writing 
and have good interpersonal skills? Consider writing for 
this monthly newsletter! Contributions are approved and 
edited for content and length. Please email Maggie Brady at 
margaretbrady@protonmail.com if you are interested in 
contributing regularly!


