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hen thinking about Doctor Andy Kereky, 
Director of Spiritual Development, 

what words come to mind?  Sincere, kind, 
compassionate, and joyful are just a few 
accolades for a man who has served St. Raphael’s 
since 1993.  It is time for us to acknowledge his 
contributions to our parish as he retires.

These include: Ministry for the Homebound, 
scheduler, coordinator, and trainer of our 
liturgical ministers (sacristans, lectors, Eucharistic 
ministers),  book rack manager, “The man behind 
the camera” who helps with the livestreaming 
for Mass each week, Coordinator for the Spiritual 
Rosary, Eucharistic Adorers, St. Ignatius Spiritual 
Exercises for adults, and St. Ignatius Exercises 
for children (which is now part of the religious 
curriculum at our school).  In grade five, Andy 
oversees a nine-week version of the Spiritual 
Exercises. The students learn about structured 
prayer, praying backwards through your day 
(Examen prayer), praying the gospels with the 
imagination, and the importance of taking time to 
be in silence with the Lord.

St. Ignatius Spiritual Exercises involve prayer 
and meditation with a goal of salvation through 
self knowledge and union with God. Also, he is 
a gifted retreat master and savors that time with 
both students and adults with retreats beginning 
with our kindergarten students.
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Born and bred in Parma, Ohio, Andy spent years with 
AT&T (1970-1989) in various positions. One included a 
post in New Jersey.  During this time, Andy shares, “I 
felt God calling me to continue education classes during 
which I studied parish life at St. Mary’s Seminary. I was 
there for four years, and at age 50, I earned the prize for 
the oldest seminarian at that time!”

He was able to make a pilgrimage to Rome in 1999 where 
he and the seminarians had an audience with Pope John 
Paul ll.   

He earned his Doctor of Ministry focusing on the St. 
Ignatius Spiritual Exercises, especially for children. He 
applied his education in parish work and honed many 
retreat offerings, first at St. Christopher’s in Rocky River.  
He then discerned that St. Raphael’s was where he was 
called to serve.
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Dr. Andy Kereky (Left) was one of St. Raphael’s church design 
committee members. Just one of the many ways he contributed to 
our parish’s expansion and growth. This photo of the committee 
was taken in October 2012.

“I have no regrets,” Andy emphasized. “This is where our Lord was 
calling me to serve. Through my volunteer work at St. Raphael and then 
joining the parish staff Fr. Tim and I developed a deep friendship. He 
was and still is my friend, my guide, my primary influence back then and 
now.” 

Fr. Tim recalls, “We met at Applebee’s.  I wanted to see how Andy  could 
join the staff at St. Raphael.” Andy proved to be a blessing to the parish.   

Father Tim enjoys Doctor Andy’s Corner for Children in our bulletin.  He 
also offered great insights into Andy’s sense of humor and his willingness 
to jump in and help!

Andy continues to help counsel people who struggle to see the will of 
God through his work as certified spiritual director.  

“I encourage them to make attending Mass a central part of their spiritual 
life and to receive the Eucharist to witness the value, beauty and grace 
of that gift. In addition, I suggest that they continue a prayer life that 
includes the Holy Scriptures and seriously consider the value of silence.” 

He offers resources that can provide additional help on this journey:
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“The Bible in a Year,” a podcast that brings Scripture alive, 
hosted by Father Mike Schmitz. Another prolific writer 
is Bishop Robert Barron who also founded the Catholic 
media organization called “Word on Fire.”  

Andy is also writing a book on adapting the Saint Ignatius 
Spiritual Exercises for kids.

“I’ve been looking for evidence that someone has 
developed this. I’ve been hoping to see what someone 
else has done and to share what I’ve been blessed to do 
but have not found anything. So, I decided to write the 
book!  I think it would be another resource for parents and 
educators (and children!) that we could share with other 
parishes.  We could learn from them, and they could learn 
from us,” he remarked.

As members of St. Raphael Parish, Andy and his wife, 
Cathy, plan to continue contributing to our Parish on a 
volunteer basis. After some time to relax and time spent 
with his son, Andrew III and family,  Andy will be offering 
his time in July to help with Vacation Bible School. His 
generous spirit will continue with his volunteerism!

Good luck, Andy, and God Bless!
Colleen Lanning 
News from the Pews
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by Joy Horvath

Dead Sea Scrolls Inspire Bible Study

A straying goat, a Bedouin teenage shepherd, a 
carelessly tossed pebble.  Seventy-five years ago, in 
1947, a random event lead to the most astounding 
archaeological find of the 20th Century: the Dead Sea 
Scrolls.  In a cave in Qumran, a desert area northwest 
of the Dead Sea in Israel’s West Bank, eleven jars 
contained text written in Hebrew, Aramaic, Latin, and 
Greek on leather, copper, papyrus, and parchment.  
The boy’s pebble gave an audible clink of breaking 
pottery; his investigation found the treasure trove 
which had been hidden for nearly two millennia.  

The shepherd boy discovered the initial seven Scrolls, 
which he sold to an antiquities dealer.  A Hebrew 
University professor heard about them, investigated, 
and purchased all seven Scrolls for the State of Israel.  
In 1948 the first Arab-Israeli War halted further 
exploration of the area, but subsequently between 
1949 and 1951 archaeologists found ten more caves 
with an astonishing 900 Scrolls and more than 25,000 
fragments, some only the size of a postage stamp.  
Due to the desert aridness and lack of humidity, the 
artifacts had survived thousands of years.

Scholarly analysis has revealed much information 
about the material.  The Scrolls themselves had been 
written between 160 B.C. and 65 A.D. by more than 100 
different scribes.  Every book of the Old Testament is 
represented except for the Book of Esther.  The only 
book preserved in its entirety is Isaiah; the rest are 
fragments.  Besides sacred texts, there are hymns, 

treasury inventories, and finance, marriage, and 
land deed documents.  The “Temple Scroll” details 
future plans for the Temple in Jerusalem, and there 
are critiques and interpretations of the Torah.  There 
is, however, no mention of Jesus himself in any of the 
writings.

Scholars debate how the Scrolls came to be hidden 
in the caves.  In 68 A.D., the Qumran area was on a 
thriving trade route between Egypt to the south and 
what is now Syria and Lebanon to the north.  Qumran 
was a large city with an Essene religious community, 
an apocalyptic and monastic sect who had fled 
Jerusalem in protest at the way the Temple was being 
run.  They devoted themselves to the writing and 
preservation of sacred texts.  These Essenes could have 
hidden the Scrolls before their suicidal attack on the 
Romans in 68 A.D. during the First Jewish-Roman War.  
Another theory is that before the destruction of the 
Temple in 68 A.D., Temple officials fled Jerusalem with 
the Scrolls from the Temple library, and hid them in 
caves for safekeeping.  In any case, Roman destruction 
of the area during the uprising was total, and in 68 
A.D. Qumran was leveled and became a backwater 
outpost of little significance.

The Dead Sea Scrolls are incredibly important for 
adding to our understanding of the Bible, and of the 
time when Jesus walked among us.  First, these are 
the very manuscripts that Jesus would have read 

Qumran Cave. Photo by Dan Lundberg
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Fresco of Saint Ignatius of Antioch

and studied.  Also, prior to the Scrolls, the oldest 
surviving Hebrew copies of the Old Testament 
were written about 1000 A.D.; these Scrolls are 1000 
years older than any previously known copies of 
the Old Testament.  And yet, scholars report there 
is little variation between the versions, indicating 
that over the centuries scribes were meticulous in 
transcribing, and we can be assured that the texts we 
know today are very close to the material from the 
time of Jesus and the Gospel writers.  In addition, 
we now have first-hand accounts and letters about 
the life of the 1st Century Judaism upon which 
Christianity is based, and added context for Jesus’s 
message.  

Are there still Scrolls to discover today?  
Unfortunately, the importance and value of 
these antiquities have sparked a race between 
archaeologists and treasure hunters.  As recently as 
2021, explorers found fragments in caves away from 
Qumran, and the Israeli government has created a 
national project to search the hundreds of caves in 
the area, aided by drone technology.  

FALL 2022 BIBLE STUDY:  Drawing inspiration 
from the 75th anniversary of the discovery of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, our Bible Study guru, Hebrew 
scholar, and Director of Liturgy Bill Toler proposes 
a year of Biblical archeology study.  He plans to 
incorporate Scripture passages relevant to each site, 
authentic sources, and contemporary scholarship 
to delve into the physical and theological world of 
the Old and New Testaments.  Jericho, Jerusalem, 
Nineveh, Corinth, and other Holy Land sites are 

on the menu, with a special focus on Qumran and 
its role in history.  We’ll learn some geography, trace 
quite a bit of history, and consider the development 
of Christian theology.  BIBLICAL ARCHEOLOGY 
will meet every Thursday from 10:00 to 11:30 A.M. in 
the Community Room.  The first session is Thursday, 
September 8, 2022.  There is no cost, all are welcome, 
and there’s plenty of room for you.  Watch the 
bulletin for further announcements.  

Icon of Saint Justin the Martyr, painted by 
Theophanes



The Eucharist has been at the heart of the Christian 
faith since the beginning. Ancient texts by the 
Early Church Fathers testify to the love the first 
Christians had for this sacrament.

“I have no taste for corruptible food nor for the 
pleasures of this life. I desire the Bread of God, 
which is the flesh of Jesus Christ, who was of the 
seed of David; and for drink I desire His Blood, 
which is love incorruptible.” 

– St. Ignatius of Antioch (c. 110 A.D.), 
Letter to the Romans

“We call this food Eucharist; and no one else is 
permitted to partake of it, except one who believes 
our teaching to be true and who has been washed in 
the washing which is for the remission of sins and 
for regeneration [Baptism], and is thereby living as 
Christ has enjoined.

For not as common bread nor common drink do 
we receive these; but since Jesus Christ our Savior 
was made incarnate by the word of God and had 
both flesh and blood for our salvation, so too, as 
we have been taught, the food which has been made 
into the Eucharist by the Eucharistic prayer set 

Catholic Diocese of Cleveland Unveils Commemorative Logo
You may see this logo in the weeks and months to come. 
What does it mean? The Diocese of Cleveland’s website 
explains:

“This logo was commissioned by the Catholic Diocese of 
Cleveland to recognize the convergence of three major 
events: our participation in Pope Francis’ Synod on 
Synodality, our partaking in the National Eucharistic 
Revival, and the joyful celebration of our 175th 
anniversary as a diocese.

• At the center of this simple yet striking dichromatic 
image are the host and the chalice, symbolizing the 
Eucharist – the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus 
Christ – the source and summit of our lives as Catholic 
Christians. Bold, striking rays pour out from behind 
the host, symbolic of the inexhaustible grace that flows 
at every Eucharistic liturgy – grace that turns sinners 
into saints.

• The wide chalice is modeled after a 6th / 7th century 
Byzantine chalice housed at the Cleveland Museum 
of Art, and the image decorating the cup-portion 
of the chalice is taken from the logo of the Synod on 
Synodality; it is the Church walking together on 
mission.

• At the base of the chalice are the letters “CLXXV,” 
which at first glance may appear to be some strange 
iteration of “CLEVELAND,” but in fact represent the 
Roman numerals for “175,” designating the 175th 
anniversary of our diocese.

• Framing the host, chalice, and rays is a square with 
a Jerusalem-type cross in each corner, crosses that 
are taken from our diocesan crest. Four words – 
GATHERED, BLESSED, BROKEN, SHARED – remind 
us of our Eucharistic identity as the People of God, 
whose lives take on their fullest meaning only when 
we give them away in sacrificial love.

• Finally, the beautiful blue tone serves as a subtle 
reminder of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the one who 
constantly and lovingly encourages us, “Do whatever 
He tells you.” (Jn. 2:5)””

Learn more at dioceseofcleveland.org/eucharistic-revival.
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down by Him, and by the change of which our blood and 
flesh is nourished is both the flesh and the blood of that 
incarnated Jesus.”

– St. Justin the Martyr (c. A.D. 151), First Apology

“… He took from among creation that which is bread, and 
gave thanks, saying, “This is my body.” The cup likewise, 
which is from among the creation to which we belong, He 
confessed to be His blood.

He taught the new sacrifice of the new covenant … By 
these words He makes it plain that the former people will 
cease to make offerings to God; but that in every place 
sacrifice will be offered to Him, and indeed, a pure one; for 
His name is glorified among the Gentiles.”

– St. Irenaeus of Lyons (c. A.D. 189), Against Heresies 

Catholic Diocese of Cleveland Unveils Commemorative Logo

“Calling her children about her, she [the Church] 
nourishes them with holy milk, that is, with the 
Infant Word…The Word is everything to a child: 
both Father and Mother, both Instructor and 
Nurse. “Eat my flesh,” he says, “And drink my 
blood.”  The Lord supplies us with these intimate 
nutriments. He delivers over His flesh, and pours 
out His blood; and nothing is lacking for the 
growth of His children. O incredible mystery!”

St. Clement of Alexandria (c. A.D. 191), 
The Instructor of Children

For more quotes from the Church Fathers about 
the Eucharist (and other topics!) check out 
Churchfathers.org.

Icon of Saint Iranaeus
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mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H 
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many 
opportunities for people to participate and support 
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event, 
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H 
& S sponsors. The funds raised allow the ability to 
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the 
school such as materials, technological upgrades, 
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to 
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. 

According to the National Catholic Educational 
Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion 
annually. 

The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a 
booth, and there is a small admission charge for those 
who choose to come and participate. 

“This is an important parish and community 
activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete 
your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas. 
That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”

The Home and School Association Shopping Gala  
continued from page 7
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and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com 
or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Save the Date! The Parish Picnic is Back!
The parish picnic is back after 
a 2 year hiatus! The fun starts 
on Saturday, August 13, after 
the 4:30 Mass. All are welcome! 
Invite your neighbors.


