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Saint Thomas More
by Kathleen Maloney

D

on’t follow the crowd; don’t jump on the bandwagon;
would you jump off a bridge if all your friends
were doing it? These expressions are used when trying
to persuade someone to think before they act, which is
always imperative when trying to make a wise choice. An
example of a great man who thought seriously about a
choice that was put before him is Thomas More. In the end,
this intelligent and principled man followed his conscience,
stood up to a tyrant, and died for it.

“I die the king’s faithful servant,
but God’s first.”
—St. Thomas More

Born in London in 1478, Sir Thomas More was a
multifaceted man—a husband, father, friend, lawyer,
philosopher, author, politician, and devoted Catholic.
He was a friend as well as Lord High Chancellor to King
Henry VIII. Problems arose for Thomas when Henry could
not obtain an annulment from his marriage to Catherine of
Aragon. In order to get what he wanted, Henry declared
himself Head of the Church in England, and so was able to
end the marriage himself. He also demanded that all church
and government officials sign the Oath of Supremacy, and
as an advisor to the king, that included Thomas More.
In spite of the fact it would ruin his career and endanger
his life, Thomas decided not to sign the document,
believing it would endanger his immortal soul. He believed
that Catherine was Henry’s true wife, and he would not
abandon this truth nor be intimidated by a selfish king who
wanted a new wife. Even when other important men of the
realm signed the oath, Thomas still refused.

St. Thomas More, by Hans Holbein 1527
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Expansion of Pastoral Caring
Ministry (Homebound Ministry)
by Susan Orenga

The St. Raphael Prayer Garden
Eucharistic Adoration
Dr. Andy’s Corner

Our parish has recently expanded its Pastoral
Caring Ministry—more commonly known as
the Homebound Ministry—with live streaming
(over the internet) of the Sunday 10:00 am Mass
each week. The parish recently finished installing
cameras, a video mixer, and the necessary ancillary
equipment to live stream the sacred liturgies
taking place in our beautiful worship space. Those
watching the Sunday live stream will also be able
to view associated documents online, such as the
scripture readings and the weekly parish bulletin.
This new technology was officially launched
during Holy Week with the live streaming of
Tenebrae, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the
Easter Vigil liturgies. Prior to that, the Lenten
Mission with Father Michael Stalla was also
streamed live in a ‘test’ mode. Those unable to
attend the mission can still view the recorded
videos via the parish website. Recordings will also
be made for all live streamed Sunday Masses, and
they will be available for viewing for a period of
thirty days.
Now those unable to be physically present at
Mass can participate each week ‘virtually’ through
live streaming. This audience includes not only
our own homebound parishioners, but—as we’ve
already discovered in the few short weeks we’ve
been live—people in states outside Ohio, and
even outside the United States: St. Raphael Holy
Week liturgies have been viewed by people in
23 states and 4 countries. An important aspect

of Mass is the coming together, or gathering of a
faith community. Live streaming the Mass will
help homebound parishioners connect to our
community and participate in the mystery and
beauty of the Mass. That connection will enhance
the work of dedicated Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion who already provide
Communion to homebound parishioners in our
surrounding neighborhoods.
Live streaming is not a substitute for those
physically able to attend Mass. The United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops states that “the
[live streamed] Mass is never a substitute... for
the Sunday Mass celebrated within a parish faith
community each week. However, [streaming]
the Mass is a ministry by which the Church uses
modern technology to bring the Lord’s healing
and comfort to those who cannot physically
participate in the liturgical life of the local
Church...” (Guidelines for Televising the Liturgy,
USCCB, 1996, 2014). The Bishops continue, “it
[provides] an opportunity for those unable to be
physically present 1) to identify with a worshiping
community, 2) to hear the Word of God, 3)
and to be moved to expressions of praise and
thanksgiving.”
Live streaming is currently available each
Sunday during the 10:00 am Mass. It can be
accessed from the parish website: on the home page
(saintraphaelparish.com), locate and click on the
“Mass Live” button near the top of the page.
Continued on page 8
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St. Raphael
Spring Baby Bottle Collection

by Dianne Borowski

Every Mother’s Day our parish initiates the
Baby Bottle collection. This fund raiser helps
pregnant girls and women to cope with unplanned,
high risk pregnancies. First organized in 2005 by
parishioners Marilyn Maher and Al Stenger (both
now deceased), the Baby Bottle collection is an
annual commitment to respect and protect life.
At this time there are over 300 bottles awaiting
the generosity of parishioners. The idea is to gather
loose change and deposit it into the baby bottle. It’s
a great family project as even the very youngest
children can drop change into the bottle. This
project is also a great opportunity to discuss the
beauty and sanctity of life. Additional baby bottles
can be found in bassinets located in the parish
Gathering Area and in Good Shepherd Square.
Paper money and checks are also welcome. The
baby bottles are to be returned on Father’s Day.
May, the month dedicated to Our Blessed
Mother, is a perfect time to remember all mothers.
Unfortunately, some mothers do not have the love
and support of family and friends. Some women
never have a baby shower or the excitement of
furnishing baby’s room or planning for baby’s
baptism. Some pregnant women find themselves
homeless or alienated from their families. Those
who receive good prenatal care are fortunate. Many
are unable to afford good care or have problems
getting to appointments. Many are quite young,
some are addicted to drugs or alcohol, and most
have an uncertain future. These are the reasons
the Baby Bottle collection exists. This project gives
us an opportunity to help women in need, giving
them hope and helping them to experience some of
the joys of motherhood.
The Baby Bottle collection divides contributions
equally among three organizations dedicated to
promoting respect for life. Birthright provides
excellent services to women who are struggling
with health and financial problems during
pregnancy. Women who connect with Birthright
are warmly welcomed. Birthright provides

free, non-judgmental counseling services, free
pregnancy testing, referral to a supportive health
care professional, maternity and baby clothes and
referral to safe housing.
Lifeworks Ohio is a program whose mission
is to “Educate the Next Generation with the
Truth about Life.” Included in their services are
a six week Choose Life! education program for
6th through 8th graders. These classes provide
information on the sanctity of life based on
Christian/Catholic theology. Every year Lifeworks
also sponsors a Respect Life art, essay and poetry
contest for students in the 4th grade through 12th
grade.
Maggie’s Place provides safe, secure housing
for needy pregnant women. Maggie’s Place
originated in Arizona and has expanded their
services to the Cleveland area. On October 5th,
2018, Bishop Nelson Perez offered a Mass for the
community and residents of the newly opened
Zechariah House which provides shelter and
a warm family experience for pregnant girls
and women from the Cleveland area. Classes
are offered in child growth and development,
budgeting, improving family relationships and job
readiness. Staff at the house help prepare residents
for life with their baby after discharge.
If you have any questions about the Baby
Bottle collection or would like to volunteer
to help, please contact Bev or Tom Nemec at
440-871-8949.
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The St. Raphael Prayer Garden
by Joy Horvath

“If a little flower could
speak, it seems to me
that it would tell us
quite simply all that
God has done for it…”
St. Thérèse de Lisieux,
Story of a Soul: The Autobiography
of St. Thérèse of Lisieux
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The St. Raphael Church sanctuary is a wonderfully peaceful spot
for meditation, but there’s another setting for quiet prayer that we
often overlook—the Prayer Garden. Just off Good Shepherd Square,
it is tucked between the school and the Parish Activity Center. The
Prayer Garden is full of statuary, plants, and benches, a comfortable
spot for contemplation. Fr. Tim had always wanted a quiet spot for
prayer, and the enclosed courtyard developed during construction of
the new Church was perfect for his vision.
When you enter the area in the summertime, you’ll be greeted by
dozens of rose bushes in beds between the statues. The blooms are
lovely, and the fragrance on a still morning is heavenly. Many of the
bushes were transplanted from the rose garden established in the
80’s by Fr. Frank Klamet. In addition to roses, you can spot lavender,

St. Raphael
hydrangeas, and dogwood trees. Some of these plants
have come from Easters past, replanted to enjoy again.
And, unlike in most of our yards, there are no deer or
rabbits munching on the flower buds, so the plants are
full and lush!
There are eight statues, chosen to reflect the life of
our community. They are made of resin, and imported
from Italy. You may have noticed their absence this
winter. Apparently, the original Italian finish couldn’t
withstand our Ohio weather and needed to be redone.
They have now returned with a brighter, more durable
finish.
Three statues prominently feature children. Near
the entry door is Jesus with Children. Tucked into the
corner near the school is 14-year-old St. Bernadette
kneeling in front of Our Lady of Lourdes. The grottolike setting for the statue reminds us of how St.
Bernadette first received her visions of the Blessed
Mother. Finally, opposite the school windows, St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton, “Mother Seton,” is reading to two
children. You can imagine her glancing up toward our
school, her legacy. In the early 1800’s, she established a
Catholic school in Maryland which paved the way for
parochial education in America. This statue is a replica
of one at the National Shrine of Elizabeth Ann Seton in
Emmitsburg, Maryland.
Three other subjects are standing, rather than
seated. The Welcoming Jesus, between classroom
windows, holds his arms open to greet us. St. Thérèse
de Lisieux, also known as “Little Flower,” dressed
in her Carmelite habit, holds a bouquet of roses. She
wrote in her autobiography, “My mission—to make
God loved—will begin after my death. I will spend my
heaven doing good on earth. I will let fall a shower of
roses.” It is fitting that in our garden she is surrounded
by rose bushes. St. Peregrine, patron saint of cancer
and AIDS patients, stands dressed in his Servite Order
robes. His personal penance was to always stand
instead of sit unless absolutely necessary.
Can’t get to St. Peter’s in Rome? Our garden has
a full-sized replica of the Pietà by Michelangelo. This
Renaissance masterpiece has brought many to tears.
Although Michelangelo’s artwork is well-known, this
statue was the only work he ever signed. Look for his
name on Mary’s sash.

And of course, with a nod to our Irish pastor
Fr. Tim, there’s the large Celtic cross. Originally,
it was on the peak of the first St. Raphael Church
building.
In the center of the paved area, a brick
gazebo offers a quiet, shady spot with seating for
contemplating The Good Shepherd. The striking
metal cross atop the gazebo is beautiful filigree,
made from a single piece of steel.
During construction of the area, the first grade
students, whose windows overlook the courtyard,
followed the progress. They posted signs of
encouragement and appreciation on the windows,
which so affected one worker that he converted to
Roman Catholicism.
The Garden is used frequently by the Legion
of Mary and the students of the school and PSR for
formal prayer services. In addition, photographers
often use the garden as a backdrop for wedding,
baptism and First Communion photos. Many
visitors just drop in for a breath of fresh air and
a few minutes of solitude. If you visit the Prayer
Garden, use a copy of the booklet available by the
door to help in your own prayerful contemplation.

“God Almighty first planted a
garden. And indeed it is the purest
of human pleasures.”
Francis Bacon, 1561-1626

St. Bernadette kneeling in front of Our Lady of Lourdes
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Eucharistic Adoration
by Maggie Brady
St. Theresa of Calcutta, also known as Mother
Teresa, once said, “I know I would not be able to
work one week” without it.
According to St. Alphonsus Liguori, we can
gain more by 15 minutes of it, than by all the other
spiritual exercises of the day.
St. Pio said, “A thousand years of enjoying
human glory is not worth even an hour,” of it.
What is it? Eucharistic Adoration!
Although Adoration has been practiced for
centuries, many Catholics aren’t familiar with this
specific way of worshiping Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament. Here are some details about how to
participate in Eucharistic Adoration at St. Raphael
Parish.
What happens during Adoration?
The consecrated Host is displayed in a special
vessel, called a monstrance. The monstrance is
placed on the altar, where everyone can see it.
Worshipers can come and go, and stay for five
minutes or for hours. Some adorers bring a list of
people and intentions to pray for. Others write in
a journal, read Scripture or a devotional book, or
just take the time to relax and be in the presence of
God.
Why adore Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament?
The Second Vatican Council taught that the
Mass is “the source and summit of the Christian
life.” It’s where we get the strength to live the
Gospel in daily life, and also the greatest preview
of heaven we can experience on earth. Eucharistic
Adoration both extends our experience of praise
and worship in the Mass, and leads us back to it.
In Adoration, we can continue giving thanks for
the gift of Jesus we receive in Holy Communion. At
the same time, our hunger increases to receive Him
again.
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When and where does Adoration take place?
At St. Raphael, Eucharistic Adoration happens
every week, from Friday at 10 am, through the
night and into Saturday, ending at 4 pm. Adoration
takes place in the beautiful Franciscan Chapel. The
door to the chapel from the main sanctuary is next
to the statue of the Holy Family. After 8 pm, the
chapel can be accessed through the chapel doors
off Dover Center Road. There is always a need for
more parishioners to commit to an hour or more
of adoration, so that at least two people are always
with Jesus throughout the day and night.
A very special opportunity for prayer is
Children’s Adoration. At 3:30 on Friday, kids from
both public school and St. Raphael School join
together with parent leaders in the chapel. “After
praise and thanksgiving we usually pray an act
of contrition, sing a short song about Jesus (some
moms do a craft with the kids), read from the
Bible and of course, say prayers of supplication for
grandparents or sick loved ones,” says parishioner
Marilyn Crisafi. “They will all tell you that the
blessing that adoration brings to the children is
outdone only by the blessing to us moms.”

To find out more or to volunteer,
email Melissa Pillari at Pillari6@me.com
or call her at 440-785-9087.

DR. ANDY’S CORNER
“Receive the Holy Spirit.”
— John 20:22

Upcoming Parish Opportunities to Deepen Your Faith
 13th of the months, June-October—Encounter

Mary & the Rosary
September 30—October 1—Lourdes Virtual
Pilgrimage
 February 16 or 17—Dr. Scott Hahn presentation
 February 18 for nine sessions—Ignatian
Spiritual Exercises Retreat


 Seen on a bumper sticker: “Are you following Jesus
this close?”

 Sign outside Annunciation Catholic Church in St.
Louis, MO: “Living without God is like trying to
dribble a football.”

 The prospective father-in-law asked, “Young man,

can you support a family.” The groom-to-be replied,
“Well, no sir, I was just planning to support your
daughter. The rest of you will have to fend for
yourselves.” The Joyful Noiseletter, July, 2018

“I have a glove here in my hand. The glove cannot do anything by itself, but when my hand is in it, it can do many
things. True, it is not the glove, but my hand in the glove
that acts. We are gloves. It is the Holy Spirit in us which is
the hand, who does the job. We have to make room for the
hand so that every finger is filled.
The question on Pentecost is not whether God is blessing
our own plans and programs, but whether we are open to
the great opportunities to which his Spirit calls us.
Once the Lord said to a faithful evangelist, ‘You have
been working for me with the utmost sincerity, for seven
years. All that time I have been waiting for the moment
that I could start to work through you.’”
Corrie ten Boom
[Cornelia "Corrie" ten Boom was a Dutch Christian
who, along with her father and other family members,
helped many Jews escape the Nazi Holocaust during
World War II and was imprisoned for it.]

Ten Reasons why Adam was the most fortunate of men

1. He was the only man who has never been
compared to the man she could have married.
2. He had no in-laws to drop in unexpected.
3. There were no Jonses for him to keep up with.
4. There were no credit cards or shopping centers.
5. He never had his dinner interrupted by
telemarketing calls.
6. He got away with wearing a simple wardrobe.
7. He never had to shovel snow.
8. If he had gone bald, who would have known
that wasn’t normal?
9. There was no “standard” weight and height
table.
10. When God Asked, “Adam, where are you?” he
replied, “The woman you gave me is reading the
map.”
- Author unknown
Joyful Noiseletter
 Seen on a church sign:

“God should be our steering wheel, not our spare tire.”
via Rev. Dr. Karl R. Kraft
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King Henry knew the value of More’s reputation
Plans are also underway to provide private
continued from page 7

and feared others would follow his example of not
streaming for First Communion and Confirmation
mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H According to the National Catholic Educational
signing the oath. Henry decided to put More in the
liturgies at St. Raphael as a way to connect distant
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion
Tower of London, allowing him to languish in that
family and relatives with our faith community.
opportunities for people to participate and support annually.
prison
for
over
a
year,
hoping
he
would
cave
in
and
their efforts. After the annual Mardi Gras event,
TheLive
vendors
at the Gala
paywork
for the
to have
streaming
takes
to right
manage
thea
sign
the
oath.
More
never
did.
He
was
brought
out
the Shopping Gala is the largest fundraiser that H booth,
and there
is a small
admission
for those
cameras
(panning,
fading,
etc.) charge
to ensure
the
July 6, 1535The
and funds
beheaded
for treason.
& on
S sponsors.
raised
allow the ability to who choose to come and participate.
reverence and solemnity of the Mass is captured in
provide funds for the basic operation costs of the
“This is an important parish and community
In 1886 Sir Thomas More was the first
a beautiful way. Volunteers are currently needed
school such as materials, technological upgrades, activity,” Sara says. “Imagine being able to complete
English layman to be beautified a martyr. He
to operate the live streaming equipment during the
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas.
was canonized
in 1935
by Pope
XI. His feast
am Mass
on Sundays.
provide
a Catholic
education
at Pius
a reasonable
cost. That10:00
is what
the Gala
gives you the opportunity to do.”
day is June 22. He is the patron saint of lawyers,
Please contact Dr. Andy Kereky in the parish
politicians, and statesmen. He is a good saint
For more information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com
office
(440-871-1100) if you would like to learn
to pray to for those who lead our families, our
or
call
Sara
Seybold
at
440-835-0312.
We
more. hope to see you there!
country, and our Church.

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon
Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m.
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.

