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Pope Francis Declares the Year of St. Joseph
by Maggie Brady

“Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?”

T

he last time you attended or livestreamed Mass,
did you notice the statue of St. Joseph standing
in the sanctuary? He’s there because Pope Francis
has proclaimed this the Year of St. Joseph!
On December 8th, the feast of the Immaculate
Conception, the Holy Father published a new
Apostolic Letter called “Patris Corde” (“With a
Father’s Heart”). He wrote it to mark the 150th
anniversary of when Blessed Pope Pius IX declared
St. Joseph to be the Patron of the Universal Church.
“After Mary, the Mother of God, no saint
is mentioned more frequently in the papal
magisterium than Joseph, her spouse. My
predecessors reflected on the message contained
in the limited information handed down by the
Gospels in order to appreciate more fully his
central role in the history of salvation. Blessed Pius
IX declared him ‘Patron of the Catholic Church,’
Venerable Pius XII proposed him as ‘Patron of
Workers,’ and St. John Paul II as ‘Guardian of the
Redeemer.’ St. Joseph is universally invoked as the
‘patron of a happy death,’” Pope Francis writes.
“...Often in life, things happen whose meaning
we do not understand. Our first reaction is
frequently one of disappointment and rebellion.
Continued on Page 2
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Joseph set aside his own ideas in order to accept the course of events and,
mysterious as they seemed, to embrace them, take responsibility for them
and make them part of his own history. Unless we are reconciled with our
own history, we will be unable to take a single step forward, for we will
always remain hostage to our expectations and the disappointments that
follow.”
The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that explains, but
accepts. Only as a result of this acceptance, this reconciliation, can we
begin to glimpse a broader history, a deeper meaning. We can almost hear
an echo of the impassioned reply of Job to his wife, who had urged him to
rebel against the evil he endured: “Shall we receive the good at the hand
of God, and not receive the bad?” (Job 2:10).
Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but courageously and firmly
proactive. In our own lives, acceptance and welcome can be an expression
of the Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude. Only the Lord can give us the strength
needed to accept life as it is, with all its contradictions, frustrations and
disappointments.
Jesus’ appearance in our midst is a gift from the Father, which makes it
possible for each of us to be reconciled to the flesh of our own history,
even when we fail to understand it completely.
Just as God told Joseph: “Son of David, do not be afraid!” (Matthew 1:20),
so he seems to tell us: “Do not be afraid!” We need to set aside all anger
and disappointment, and to embrace the way things are, even when they
do not turn out as we wish. Not with mere resignation but with hope and
courage. In this way, we become open to a deeper meaning. Our lives can
be miraculously reborn if we find the courage to live them in accordance
with the Gospel. It does not matter if everything seems to have gone
wrong or some things can no longer be fixed. God can make flowers
spring up from stony ground. Even if our heart condemns us, “God is
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything” (1 John 3:20)...
“Each of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, a daily,
discreet and hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in
times of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or
in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation,”
Pope Francis says.
To celebrate the special year dedicated to St . Joseph, plenary indulgences
will be available to the faithful. Along with the usual requirements
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(sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion, prayer
for the Pope’s intentions and detachment from any sin),
Catholics can obtain the indulgence by:
•

Meditating for at least 30 minutes on the Lord’s
Prayer or attending a one day retreat that includes
meditation on St. Joseph

•

Reciting the Rosary in families or engaged couples

•

Perform a spiritual or corporal work of mercy,
following St. Joseph’s example

•

Entrusting their daily work to St. Joseph or invoking
the intercession of St. Joseph for those who are
seeking work

•

Reciting the Litany to St. Joseph or other prayer to St.
Joseph for the persecuted Church and for the relief of
persecuted Christians.

People who are sick or for another reason can’t leave
their homes can still obtain the plenary indulgence
by intending to fulfill the usual obligations as soon as
possible, being detached from sin and making an act of
piety to St. Joseph.
What is a plenary indulgence? It is not a “quick ticket
to Heaven,” but an aid to conversion. Through the acts
of prayer and mercy that have the plenary indulgence
attached, we can avoid the residual side effects – or the
“temporal punishment” - of our sins. If Confession is like
surgery that removes a sick organ, temporal punishment
is like the pain that remains after the procedure.

Pope Francis’s Prayer
to St. Joseph
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.
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For seventy-five years, our parish has gathered
around the same altar – through every season
of life, through both beautiful and stormy days,
in life, in death, and in resurrection – because
our parish understands that Christ is at its very
heart. May the altar be the primary image of our
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary and may our union
with the Lord continue to be consummated there.
– Fr. Tim
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Current Church - First Mass
August 22, 2015

Church Remodeled and Rededicated
October 1, 1977

Church Remodeled and Rededicated
September 29, 1994

St. Raphael

First Mass at Parkview High School
September 22, 1946

Christ is made present on this altar of sacrifice as
we celebrate the mysteries of our faith. The altar we
gather around today, made of Marquina marble
extracted from the region of Markina, Basque Country
in the north of Spain, has been part of St. Raphael
since the first Mass was celebrated on February 26,
1954 in our previous church.

New Church - First Mass
February 26, 1954

Vatican II Changes
1964

Until Vatican II, this altar was on the back wall and
Mass was prayed in Latin with the priest’s back to the
people. After the changes in the liturgy the altar was
moved forward so the presider of the liturgy could
face the congregation. On the front of the altar are the
letters IHS, which is the name “Jesus” abbreviated
into three Greek letters. Underneath the altar are
hundreds of stones decorated by parishioners who
prayerfully paved the way during the construction of
our current church.
Ensconced within the altar are the relics of the Holy
Martyrs St. Donatus and St. Felicity. St. Donatus of
Arezzo was bishop of that city who was martyred
(according to tradition) on August 7, 362. St. Felicity
was a Christian martyr who died in 203 and is the
patron saint of mothers, expectant mothers, ranchers,
and butchers.
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Our Holy Relics
by Joy Horvath

Did you know we have 1700-year-old Christians
at St. Raphael Church? How? As holy relics,
imbedded in our altar. We are blessed to have
bone fragments from two holy martyrs who
lived and died for Christ in the third and fourth
centuries: St. Felicity and St. Donatus of Arezzo.
They were given to our parish by Bishop Begin in
1954, at the request of Fr. Zwilling. Relics in an
altar link us to the earliest church, when Christians
hid in the Roman catacombs to escape persecution
and say Mass, using tombs of the martyrs as altars.
When Christians were finally able to construct
church buildings, they were often situated atop
graves or cemeteries of martyrs. Over time, many
tombs were moved, bones reburied, remains
relocated. During this process, bone fragments
were given to churches for veneration and
remembrance. Archbishop Hoban was a great
collector of relics--St. John’s Cathedral has many
on display, including a full skeleton of St. Christine
of Calixtus.
St. Jerome wrote: “We do not worship relics, we do
not adore them, for fear that we should bow down
to the creature rather than to the Creator. But we
venerate the relics of the martyrs in order the better
to adore Him whose martyrs they are.” So then
who exactly are St. Felicity and St. Donatus?
When the litany of saints is proclaimed, the names
of St. Perpetua and St. Felicity are read jointly.
This is because they were a noblewoman and a
slave martyred together in 3rd century Carthage
(in present-day Tunisia).
Felicity, the young
Christian slave woman, would have been known
only to God, save for the fact that Perpetua kept a
diary which was preserved by the early Church. In
fact, The Passion of St. Perpetua, St. Felicity, and their
Companions was so frequently read in the early
Church of North Africa that, two centuries after
the event, St. Augustine had to remind Christians
that the narrative was not part of Scripture! The
chronicle has been passed down to us largely
intact, and presents a gripping description of
Christian persecution.
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St. Donatus

Perpetua was a 22-year-old married noblewoman and
new mother who chose to follow the faith of her Christian
mother. Her young slave Felicity was also instructed in
the faith, and chose to be baptized. Both were arrested,
along with four Christian men, in 202 A.D. by order of the
emperor Severus. Because they would not renounce their
faith, they were condemned to be exposed to wild beasts
at the military games commemorating the Emperor’s
birthday celebration.
Felicity presented a complication to this verdict—she was
8 months pregnant. Roman sensibilities forbade putting
her to death before the child was born. Felicity, on the
other hand, worried she would not be able to face death
with her Christian friends. Two days before the scheduled
execution, Felicity gave birth to a baby girl, who was then
taken out of prison and raised by a Christian woman.
On March 7, 203 Perpetua, Felicity, their spiritual advisor,
and two male slaves were delivered up to the arena. (One
of the men had died in prison.) The men were mauled and
killed by bears, leopards, and wild boars. The two young
women were thrown into the arena with a rabid heifer
which attacked but did not kill them. Even the spectators
were so repulsed by the cruelty that the heifer was taken
away and replaced by gladiators who quickly beheaded
the martyrs. A friend of Perpetua finished the account
in her diary after her death. Their example of faith was
so profound that one of their guards thereafter became a
Christian.

St. Raphael
Both women were buried in a graveyard plot most likely
from Perpetua’s family. The area became a martyrs’
cemetery, and in the fourth century, a basilica was built
over the spot. The names of St. Perpetua, St. Felicity, and
others are clearly seen in ancient inscriptions in the ruins of
the church. St. Felicity is often portrayed as a young black
woman, given that she was a Roman slave in North Africa.
Feast Day: 7 March, Patron of mothers; expectant mothers;
ranchers; butchers
We know less about St. Donatus of Arezzo than we do
about St. Felicity because few written records were kept
about his life. Much of what we know is contained in a
Passion of Donatus’ life, written by a later bishop called
Severinus. However, many legends abound about his
accomplishments. He was born in Nicomedia (ancient
Greek city in western Turkey) sometime in the early 300’s
A.D. As a young child, he was brought to Rome. Under the
direction of a Christian priest, he studied with his childhood
companion, a boy named Julian—who would later become
the Roman emperor Julian the Apostate. While Julian rose to
become a subdeacon, Donatus became a lector. Orphaned in
an early Christian persecution, Donatus escaped to Arezzo
(northwest Italy), where he was ordained a deacon and
priest by the bishop of that city. When the elderly bishop
died, Donatus was appointed to take his place.

St. Peter Damian later wrote: “in the field of
the Lord two sprigs, Donatus and Julian, grow
together, but one will become a cedar of Paradise,
the other coal for the eternal flames of Hell.” In
362 A.D., Julian turned against the Church, and
began persecuting Christians.
Shortly thereafter, Donatus went to the local
prefect and rebuked him for his renunciation
of Christianity. Angered, the prefect arrested
Donatus and commanded him to offer a sacrifice
to Jupiter.
When Donatus refused, he was
imprisoned and then beheaded. The date of his
martyrdom was August 7, 362. He was buried on
Pionta Hill, and the first cathedral of Arezzo was
later built over his tomb.
St. Donatus is the patron of Arezzo, as you might
expect, but he is also the patron of Guardiagrele,
a city in eastern Italy. There, to celebrate his feast
day, locals parade a statue of Donatus through
the city, then indulge in porchetta, roast pork
flavored with pepper, rosemary, and garlic. Yum!
Feast Day: August 7, Patron of Arezzo, Italy;
Guardiagrele, Italy; bakers

He preached the Christian faith and performed miracles. He
raised from the dead a woman named Euphrosina, restored
sight to a blind woman, and exorcised a demon from the son
of a Roman official.
One legend has St. Donatus arriving at a local well that had
been poisoned. While he prayed over the water, a dragon
rose from the depths. Donatus slew the beast and freshened
the spring. Interestingly, the rib bones of the creature (most
likely from a large mammal) and some of the saint’s relics
are on display at the Church of Santa Maria e San Donato on
the island of Murano near Venice.
Another legend concerns a broken chalice. During the
celebration of Mass, some pagans entered the church and
shattered the glass chalice during Communion. After
intense prayer, Donatus gathered all the fragments and
restored the cup. There was one piece missing from the
bottom of the cup but, miraculously, nothing spilled from
it. Seventy-nine astounded pagans converted to Christianity
that day.

St. Perpetua and St. Felicity
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the Ohio bishops’ statement says. The full statement can be read at https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/covid19.
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”
Please continue to access our website, www.saintraphaelparish.com, for updates on St. Raphael’s re-opening
plans
procedures.
For and
more
information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com

or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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