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Celebrating Candlemas
by Dianne Borowski

T

he Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in
the offering of the poor as Joseph and Mary could not
the Temple, also known as Candlemas,
afford a lamb. The Holy Family then met with Simeon
is celebrated on Tuesday, February 2nd. It
and Anna, who were known as prophets and wanted
commemorates the day when
to see the infant Jesus. Simeon had
Mary and Joseph presented
been promised he would not die until
the infant Jesus in the Temple
he saw the Savior. Simeon made the
according to the Jewish law
first known connection describing
requiring
the
redemption
Jesus as the light of the world.
of their first born son. This
“For my eyes have seen your
redemption is mentioned several
salvation, which you prepared in
times in the Bible, including
sight of all the people, a light for
in the book of Exodus. “...You
revelation to the Gentiles and the
shall give me the firstborn of
glory of your people Israel,” he said.
your sons. You must do the
(Luke 2:30-32.)
same with your oxen and your
sheep...” (Exodus 22:28-29 ).
In addition on February 2nd, the
First born animals were offered
Church traditionally blesses candles
as sacrifices to God, such as the
to be used during the following year,
proverbial sacrificial lamb; but
thus lending the day its traditional
first born sons were “redeemed”
name, Candlemas. How truly this
from having to enter divine
glorious day signifies the light and
service in the Temple – instead,
love Our Savior, Jesus Christ, has for
the tribe of Levi provided “Icon of the Presentation of Christ” us. Please remember this special day
ancient Israel with priests.
with prayers to the Holy Family. Pope
Known as the Jewish mitzvah ‘pidyon haben’,
in the ceremony Mary and Joseph would have
presented two turtle doves which symbolize purity
and fidelity. The offering of turtle doves is called

Francis’ special intention for the month of February is:
“We pray for women who are victims of violence, that
they might be protected by society and their sufferings
considered and heeded.”
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Catholics and
the Presidency
by Ashley Herzog

When Joe Biden took office in January, he became the 46th president of
the United States, but only the second Catholic in U.S. history to hold the
position. (John F. Kennedy, elected in 1960, was the first.) This is despite the
fact that the Catholic Church is the largest religious body in the country.
America is home to more than 70 million Catholics, nearly a quarter of the
population. So why have only two Catholics ever been elected Commanderin-Chief?

The history of Catholics in American politics is turbulent and rife with discrimination. Well into the 20th century,
the Protestant “Good Old Boys Club” that controlled both major parties warned against electing so-called Papists.
Practicing Catholics were rumored to be secret agents of the Pope, determined to impose Catholic doctrine on America.
The bias against Catholics goes all the way back to the nation’s founding. Of the 56 men who signed the Declaration
of Independence, only one, Charles Carroll of Maryland, was Catholic. Carroll, whose cousin John Carroll served as
the first Catholic bishop in the United States, risked his huge family fortune by defying the English king and signing
the Declaration. Carroll’s patriotism led the other Founding Fathers to grudgingly accept that one could be a loyal
Catholic and a loyal American.
“Prior to the Revolution, all Catholics were viewed as potential traitors, and
Catholic France was seen as a mortal enemy,” Scott McDermott of Vanderbilt
University Divinity School says. “A French alliance was unthinkable to the
colonial mind. Suddenly, in 1775, John Adams was describing Carroll as ‘a
Roman Catholic, but an ardent patriot.’”
The Catholic population of the United States was only five percent until
1850. But a tidal wave of Catholic immigration in the 19th century brought
millions of new Catholic voters from every corner of Europe. It also incited
anti-Catholic backlash among nativists who questioned the newcomers’
loyalty. Both political parties saw the Catholic vote as a threat. Representative
Rev. Samuel D. Burchard, a Democrat, said, “We don’t propose to leave
our party and identify ourselves with those whose antecedents have been
rum, Romanism, and rebellion.” Anti-Catholic mobs burned convents
and attacked newly arrived Irish Catholic immigrants, accusing them of
importing crime, gangs, and public drunkenness.
In response, Catholics formed close-knit political alliances, leading to
the rise of so-called “machine politics.” In New York City, Irish Catholic
leaders from Tammany Hall successfully petitioned the government to

John F. Kennedy
35th President of the United States,
and first Catholic U.S. President
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fund Catholic schools. In response, nativist newspapers published
cartoons depicting bishops as crocodiles attacking Protestant
schoolchildren. Another famous cartoon portrayed Catholic voters
from Ireland, Germany, and Italy as “wolves in sheep’s clothing.” In
the cartoon, Uncle Sam turns his back to these subversive voters,
saying, “Why should I let these freaks cast whole ballots when they
are only half Americans?”
Despite the backlash, by the 1920s the Catholic population had
exploded to 17 percent. The growth of the Catholic Church in
America coincided with the rise of another political force: the Ku
Klux Klan, which was ardently anti-Catholic. Most Americans are
familiar with the Klan’s practice of burning crosses to intimidate
African-Americans. The truth is that they did it to Catholics,
too. When the Church of the Little Flower opened in Royal Oak,
Michigan, in 1925, the Klan burned a cross on the church’s lawn.

Today, the Catholic share of voters is
growing. Membership in mainline Protestant
churches has declined dramatically, and
the number of Americans who say they are
non-believers increased from 15 percent in
2007 to more than 25 percent in 2019. But
the Catholic population is expected to grow,
thanks to immigration from largely Catholic
Latin America.
As the second Catholic president begins his
term, one thing is certain: Catholic influence
on America’s culture and politics isn’t going
away, and in fact can only get stronger.

Anti-Catholic sentiment persisted well into the 1960s, when John F.
Kennedy ran for President.
“The argument was, when push came to shove, a president who was
Roman Catholic would ultimately be more loyal to the Vatican,”
Shaun Casey, director of the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace
and World Affairs at Georgetown University, said. “If Kennedy was
elected president, he’d criminalize birth control, he’d cut off foreign
aid that helped countries invest in birth control, and he’d funnel tax
money to Catholic parochial schools.”
Of course, none of that happened. Kennedy’s presidency helped
alleviate the prejudice that had kept Catholics out of national office
for two centuries.

Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
46th President of the United States,
and second Catholic to hold the office

A message from Bishop Malesic, released January 8th in the lead up to Inauguration Day:
“As we approach the day during which our country inaugurates a new president, let us pray for our nation, for a peaceful
transfer of power, and for the forgiveness and change of heart in those who would try to usurp the rule of law by force and
violence. May cooler heads prevail, reasoned debate be encouraged, and love be at the heart of all we do. Jesus said it well,
“And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.” (Mark 3:25) May that which unites us in our love
of this great nation far outweigh those things that currently divide us. God bless America.”

On January 10th, after his weekly Angelus prayer, Pope Francis prayed for our country.
“I extend an affectionate greeting to the people of the United States of America, shaken by the recent siege of Congress. I
pray for those who lost their lives, five lost in those dramatic moments. I reaffirm that violence is always self-destructive.
Nothing is gained with violence and so much is lost. I urge the authority of the state and the entire population to maintain
a high sense of responsibility in order to calm the spirits, promote national reconciliation and protect the democratic values
rooted in American society.
May the Immaculate Virgin, Patroness of the United States of America, help to keep alive the culture of encounter, the culture
of care, as the main way to build the common good together,” the pope said.
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We Are a
Pilgrim People
The 1940s

ost World War II saw a population explosion
and Bay Village grew. Holy Trinity and St.
Christopher Parishes petitioned Bishop Edward F.
Hoban to establish a new parish to serve the 165
families now in Bay Village. On August 28, 1946,
the Bishop called on Father Francis G. Zwilling, a
recently discharged Army chaplain, to lead the
new parish of St. Raphael. The parish boundaries
were: North-Lake Erie, South-Detroit Road, EastBay Village line to Lake Road then south on Clague
Road, and West-Bassett Road to the railroad tracks
and then west to the county line.
Fr. Zwilling was a man of great zeal and energy.
He also believed that the people of the parish
needed to be engaged in its formation and ongoing
ministries. He identified several lay leaders to
work with him and give direction to the parish.
They assisted him with the monumental tasks of
establishing a community of parishioners, building
a church, and beginning a school.
The most important immediate task was to find
a location to hold Mass. On September 9, 1946,
Fr. Zwilling petitioned the Bay Village School
Board for permission to use Parkview High School
Auditorium (current location of Bay Village Middle
School) for Sunday Masses. At the same meeting, a
similar petition was made on behalf of a hundred
Lutheran families who were beginning to organize
what became Bethesda-on-the-Bay.
Permission
was given to both groups. Later, Episcopalians
organized a church and soon all three

congregations worshipped on Sundays at Parkview –
a beginning of Ecumenism in Bay. St. Raphael’s first
Mass was September 22.
The original location for the parish campus optioned
by Bishop Hoban was a five-acre parcel at the
southeast corner of Dover and Wolf roads, but the
village council refused to rezone it for a church and
school. Fr. Zwilling then obtained seventeen acres
of distressed land on Dover between Midland and
East Oviatt Road, which he actually preferred to the
original site, for only $15,000. This time, rezoning
passed. Fr. Zwilling needed a place to live in his
new parish and at the end of November purchased
a home and its furnishings at 24115 Bruce Road.
During all of this time, designs were being discussed
and plans drawn up to construct the first buildings of
the parish – a combination church-school, convent,
and rectory.

Aug. 28, 1946

Sept. 22, 1946

Oct. 29, 1946

May 27, 1947

St. Raphael Parish founded:
Bishop - Edward F. Hoban,
Pastor - Francis G. Zwilling

First Mass celebrated in Parkview
High School Auditorium

Rezoning of Dover land
approved by village council

Sisters of the Humility of Mary
accept request to staff school

Fr. Zwilling continued to shepherd his
parishioners.
He obtained diocesan
permission to create a chapel in the rectory
and began celebrating daily Mass there on
June 1, 1947. During that summer, when
the Parkview auditorium was closed for
painting, he held “field Masses” just like
those he celebrated with the troops in the
field during his military career. Although
chairs were set up outdoors, people also
“heard” Mass from the comfort of their cars.

The Sisters of the Humility of Mary began teaching religious
instruction programs in 1947. They petitioned the Bishop to
staff the new school. On August 15, 1949, four sisters moved
into the convent and on September 6, St. Raphael School
opened with four classrooms and 130 pupils.
On the feast of St. Raphael, October 24, 1949, Bishop Hoban
blessed the combination church and school building in
solemn ceremonies.

A fundraising drive began in 1947 to raise
$125,000 to construct the first buildings.
Ground was broken on January 19, 1948,
and on May 23, 1948, the cornerstone was
laid. Buildings were completed and the first
Mass was Midnight Mass, December 25th,
1948. Sunday Masses began in January.
The parish now had its own home.

Parish organizations also had an early start. The Ushers
Club and Servers were formed before the first Mass. The
St. Raphael Women’s Guild, the Holy Name Society, and
the Ralphian club for young men and women were all
organized.

Jan. 19, 1948

May 23, 1948

Dec. 25, 1948

Sept. 6, 1949

Oct. 24, 1949

Groundbreaking ceremony
for church-school, convent
and rectory

Cornerstone laid

1st Mass in church
Midnight Mass

School opens with
130 students

Feast of St. Raphael
Bishop Hoban dedicates
church / school

Archangel Raphael And Tobias: The Story
Of The Painting In Good Shepherd Square
by Joy Horvath

A wealthy businessman is bringing his son into the
company. The son will be traveling to exotic locations,
mixing with unknown associates, dealing with money
and trade, and making high-level decisions. The
father wants to encourage and yet protect his child,
so appeals for God’s favor. Does this sound familiar?
It could be the Biblical account of Tobias and the
Archangel Raphael, but it’s not. This is the story
behind the painting that hangs in
Good Shepherd Square.

was a gift from then-Bishop Hoban in 1954 on the
occasion of the dedication of our new church, and
hung above the altar. In 1964, because of Vatican
II changes, it was moved to the back of the church
above the Dover Center Road entrance. In 2015,
the Guild financed its cleaning and restoration,
and it was rehung in its present location in Good
Shepherd Square.

composition, the Archangel Raphael and Tobias are
on the right, and on the left are St. Leonard (Morelli’s
patron saint) and Morelli himself, kneeling at the
edge of the painting. There is a semi-circular top that
features Christ and the cross. Our version has been
reworked to feature only the angel and the boy. It

Let’s consider the elements of the painting.
Remember that this is an artist’s liberal
interpretation of Tobias’s encounter with the
Archangel Raphael in Old Testament times. Yet
look at what the boy is wearing—definitely
Renaissance-era fashion!--the boots, the hat, the

The artist was Andrea d’Agnolo
di Francesco di Luca di Paolo
The
Date:
1512
A.D.,
the
del Migliore, or more commonly
Renaissance. The Father: Leonardo
known as Andrea del Sarto
di Lorenzo Morelli, rich silk
(thank goodness!) after his
merchant in Florence, Italy. At
father, a tailor (Italian: sarto).
that time, Florence was noted for
He was born in Florence in
its silk weaving industry.
Silk
1486 and lived there for most
thread was purchased in China,
of his life. By 1494, he was
shipped overland to Florence, and
apprenticed to a goldsmith,
woven into luxury fabric. The trip
then
a
woodcarver,
and
across Eastern Europe and Asia to
finally to several Renaissance
negotiate for, purchase, and convey
painters. Besides oil paintings,
the materials must have been
he was known for his frescoes
difficult and dangerous. Morelli
in churches, convents, and
charged his son with this heavy
monasteries.
His style is
responsibility, no doubt confident
considered sfumato:
colors
in his abilities. At the same time,
blending gradually into each
he must have been concerned about
other producing hazy outlines.
safety, as he appealed for God’s
He was a contemporary and
“Tobiolo e L’arcangelo Raffaele”
protection by donating an altarfriend of Leonardo da Vinci and
Andrea del Sarto, circa 1512
piece to his own family chapel
Raphael, who also painted in
of St. Lucia in Settimello near Florence. This was a
this style. Financially successful, del Sarto often
common practice among prosperous families at the
painted commissions for nominal fees, and lived
time. The parallel circumstances of Tobias’s trip were
a comfortable lifestyle. He died of the plague
particularly appealing to the donor, so he became the
in 1530. If you are curious to see another of his
subject of the painting.
works, the Cleveland Museum of Art has one of his
paintings: The Sacrifice of Isaac (1527). This canvas
The original work of art now hangs in the Kunst
was intended as a gift for the French king François
Museum in Vienna, Austria, and actually includes
I, but was never sent.
more figures than our reproduction. In the original
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leggings and leather jerkin. You may speculate on
whether the artist used Morelli’s son as the model for
Tobias, since the father is also featured in the original
painting. Tobias is holding a fish, which my expert
fisherman-husband identifies as possibly an 8 to 10
pound Tigris salmon, similar to a carp but native to the
Tigris River. (Tobias lived in Nineveh, on the Tigris
River.) The angel is holding a shiny gold box called an
unguent container. If you remember the story in Tobit,
the Archangel rubs an ointment (unguent) into Tobit’s
eyes to restore his sight.
Finally, think about that
little dog in the lower right-hand corner. It looks like
some lap dog breed instead of one that might make a

500-mile journey on foot—or paw--through the
desert wilderness. Maybe this was a nod to the
Morelli family business. Lap dogs were first bred
for the members of the Chinese court, and would
have been something encountered by Western
merchants like Morelli. Was this one an exotic
family pet?
Next time you have a few minutes at St. Raphael
Church, take a good look at the painting in Good
Shepherd Square. There’s more to it than “just a
picture.”

For Parents Only
by Mike Manco

The Bible has many references about the Good
Shepherd watching His flock so that none will go
astray. The sacrament of marriage has called us, in
part, to serve God in raising a family. As parents, it is
our vocation. God has given us a “flock” to guide and
protect and watch over. I was thinking recently about
what I would say to Christ when I meet him and tell
him how much I love Him. But what if He asks me a
question that I might not be able to answer?

Speaking as a parent of four, I wouldn’t be able to
defend myself. As a parent of grown daughters,
I thought I was a good provider. I gave them a
Catholic education. I made sure they received all
the sacraments, and I, rather I should say my wife,
made sure they attended church often. But was
that good enough? If one of my flock wandered
away. Is it my fault? Should I have done more, or
been a better role model?

If He should ask why haven’t I taken better care of
my flock? I could respond that I did care for them. I
clothed them; fed them; gave them an education; and
protected them from illness and harm as best I could.
But if His response “What did you do to bring them
to grace in Me and prevent evil from taking over them
and deserting the faith?” How then would I respond?

As my children are now grown and have children
of their own, should I say “Oh well, it’s too late
now?” Not as long as I am still on this earth and
breathing, I am not finished with parenting. I
have a responsibility to this flock that I have been
assigned, to be better than I ever was before. They
deserve a parent who will pray often in finding
a way for them to return to the flock. A parent
who is more diligent in setting a good example
for them. A parent who finds opportunities to
talk to them about why they love Christ so much
and what it means to be a Christian. I must find
new ways to encourage them to attend Mass with
me and hopefully, bring their children as well. I
want to make sure that every time I share a meal
with them, I give thanks. I must give thanks to the
“Big Shepherd” for the flock he has assigned to
me. I must ask Him to push me; strengthen me;
motivate me; and to tend to this flock while I still
can.

This is a question we will all be called to answer as
parents. It wasn’t enough to baptize them and see to
it that they received their first communion as well as
confirmation. Was that enough? Should we have done
more?
Ask yourself, what kind of example did I set as a
Christian? Did I attend Mass regularly with my flock?
Did I go to confession as soon as I realized I needed to
and make sure they did as well? Did I pray with my
flock for example at meals or read the Bible with them?
Did I show them what my priorities were by choosing
church over some sporting events or just sleeping
in? Did I prevent them from gaining access to web
sites that, in your heart of hearts, you knew were not
suitable for their young and impressionable minds?

I may not succeed, but when I meet Christ, I can
tell him that even though I started out with a
halfhearted attempt, I ended my duties as an
“Assistant Shepherd” doing the best I could.
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COVID-19 Notice

mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H According to the National Catholic Educational
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion
opportunities for people to participate and support annually.
the state
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Sunday
Our
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After
the ofannual
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funds toraised
allowdaily
the and
ability
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live-stream
Sunday
As thetodiocese
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complete
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as materials,and
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to “Imagine
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and the
future.
Perhaps
most
important,
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26
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the Ohio bishops’ statement says. The full statement can be read at https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/covid19.
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”
Please continue to access our website, www.saintraphaelparish.com, for updates on St. Raphael’s re-opening
plans
procedures.
For and
more
information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com

or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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