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R

ecent surveys estimate that more than 50 percent
of our youth will drop out of the church by
age 20 or younger. Not very encouraging statistics,
especially for parents and the Church.
The main reasons why kids leave the Church may
suggest some strategies parents need to adopt to
keep their own children close to Christ and the
Catholic Church.
The two primary reason researchers give:
1.
If parents aren’t very religious in their
behavior, there is a very high probability that their
children won’t be either. Research has found that
children will follow the patterns, behaviors, and
attitudes of their parents almost completely.
2. Young persons may have received religious
education and have attended Mass during childhood
and early adolescence yet for various reasons have
never internalized or “owned” their faith. They
do not identify with the faith or with the Catholic
Church. As they grow older, they feel no motivation
to go to church, and as soon as family pressure is off,
they drop out. Their inner faith and spiritual life are
lacking, hence motivation is weak. The common
denominator here is that young dropouts do not
know God personally. And not knowing him, they
cannot love him.
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Giving the Gift
of a Catholic
Education
There are many ways to give. Place cash or a
check in an envelope labeled “Scholarship Fund” in
the collection basket or make a gift on-line by visiting
the Parish website, www.saintraphaelparish.com.
Another simple way to give, which does not
cost you anything, is to purchase gift cards through
our Cards4Kids program. St. Raphael sells cards
for use at grocery stores (Heinen’s and Giant Eagle).
100% of the profits from the sales of the cards
will go to the St. Raphael Scholarship Fund. You
can purchase gift cards at the Parish Office during
normal business hours.

A

Catholic education provides students a deeper
understanding and appreciation of Catholic
values with a solid foundation to help navigate
our increasingly complex world.
Pope Francis
has stated that young people who are “educated
in a Christian way for dialogue will come out
of the classroom motivated to build bridges,
and therefore, to find new answers to the many
challenges of our time.”
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St. Raphael School provides a Christ-centered
environment with a commitment to academic
excellence that allows children to learn and live
their faith. The St. Raphael Scholarship Fund was
set up many years ago to support our commitment
that no child should be denied a Catholic education
due to financial difficulty. Recently, we have seen
an increase in requests for financial assistance and
are asking parishioners to consider a donation to
the Scholarship Fund.

Please consider using the gift cards and/or
making a gift to the Scholarship Fund to help us
honor our commitment to provide tuition assistance
to families with financial difficulties that desire a
Catholic education for their children.

St. Raphael
My Dear Friends in Christ,
As the glorious time of Christmas draws near, remember that Jesus is
at the heart of this beautiful season. God sent His only begotten Son to
inspire and encourage us in our spiritual lives. The Incarnation, God
taking on flesh in Jesus, touches lives all around us and gives life a fuller
meaning and purpose. We experience this presence in the innocence of a
newborn; a youngster who discovers his or her gifts and talents; a student
returning home for the holidays; the single person who has found they
really make a difference; the love of a newly married couple; an older
couple at peace with life and each other. The Incarnation, that powerful
gift of God made present, is here for all of us. Celebrate Emmanuel,
God’s presence with us. Know that you will be remembered in our
Masses and prayers this Holy Season.
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MASSES:
Christmas Eve Monday (December 24):
4:00 p.m. Masses Church/PAC
8:00 p.m. Mass, 10:00 p.m. Mass			
CONFESSION SCHEDULE:
December 1 – 3:00-4:00 p.m.
December 8 – 3:00-4:00 p.m.
December 15 – 3:00-4:00 p.m.
December 22 – 2:30-4:00 p.m.

Christmas Day Tuesday (December 25):
8:00 a.m. Mass, 10:00 a.m. Mass, 12:00 p.m. Mass

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE:
December 16 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Church
Combined with our Cluster Parishes –
Holy Spirit, St. Joseph and St. Raphael Parishes

Solemnity of Mary (January 1):
Holy Day of Obligation – Mary, Mother of God
Vigil Mass December 31 at 5:30 p.m.
Holy Day Masses January 1 at 9:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Day after Christmas (December 26):
7:45 a.m. Mass
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Why Young Catholics Leave the Church
and What Parents Can Do to Prevent It
How Can You Keep Your Kids Catholic?
So, how can parents ensure their kids will end
up staying Catholic, especially after Confirmation
when many start abandoning their faith? Parents
have the first and primary responsibility.
Here are some thoughts on how we, as parents,
can do a better job.
First: Teach them personally.
Give kids
the unblemished truth about Catholicism as
appropriate for each stage of their development;
shape their early understanding of God, their
affection for Him, and their morality. Beyond
Catholic schools, PSR programs, books, and apps,
church youth organizations, etc., parents have the
primary responsibility before God to ground their
children in the faith. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church says, “Parents have the first responsibility
for the education of their children” (CCC, #2223)
and it “should begin in the child’s earliest years”
(CCC, #2226).
• When quandaries arise in lives, kids need
their parents’ clarification and added information
on why the Church teaches what it does. They
cherish and feel safeguarded by their parents’
direction.
• Parents should put an emphasis on making
family relationships positive for every member. To
do that, good communication is essential, as is the
determination to deal with problems as they arise.
• Good family life does not guarantee that
a child will not leave the Church. However,
eliminating as much family tension as possible
removes circumstances that prompt kids to drop
out.
Second: Help young Catholics develop a
personal relationship with God. Young Catholic
dropouts fall into different categories or reasons
why, but their underlying condition is the same.
They have not internalized their faith: They do
not own their Catholic religion, they don’t identify
with the Catholic Church, and they have no
intrinsic motivation, little or weak inner faith or
spiritual life.
Having a personal relationship with God
4

Continued from page 1

affects people, it motivates them. It gives their
life meaning and even persuades them to behave
morally.
So, what can we do to help our kids come to
know God? The following could be planks in a
parenting strategy:
• Parents must first come to know and love
God for themselves.
Prayer, Scripture study,
talking with priests and lay leaders, involvement in
renewal movements — all are avenues we should
pursue.
• We should make God present in our homes
through family prayer and by speaking to our
children about their personal relationship with
Him.
• We should teach what the Catholic Church
teaches.
• Children often listen to mentors who are
closer to their own age. Parents should link their
kids up with other young Catholics who are serious
about God and about their faith.
• Do whatever you can to help the kids
experience God personally.
Third:
Sociological surveys and practical
advice that we find summed up in articles like
this may give us a false sense of control. Or more
likely, they may give us a headache, overwhelming
us with the difficulty of the job. The reality is that
we must do whatever we can, no matter how puny
it may seem, and trust God to accomplish the goal
of saving our children. The best and most effective
plank in our plan must be prayer.
Over the past two decades, numerous studies
have determined that those who pray regularly
and practice their Christian faith are less stressed,
healthier, happier, more financially stable, more
compassionate and more optimistic than those who
don’t. And these studies aren’t from Catholic think
tanks, but rather from notable polling groups such
as Pew Research and others.
Jesus promised repeatedly to grant any request
we make in his name. In other words, when we
pray according to his will, we can be sure our
prayer will be answered. What could be more in

Continued on page 8

St. Raphael
Are You Considering
A Charitable Gift
This Fall?

A

s the summer ends and the fall season
begins, this time of year is when many
begin to contemplate certain financial
planning decisions, including their annual
charitable gifts. Perhaps you are one of those
persons, and are prayerfully considering a
charitable gift to St. Raphael Parish given
its importance to you, your family and the
community. There are a few ways to satisfy a
charitable gift, each with different advantages
and features:
Gift of cash. Giving cash is easy. You
can either simply write a check payable to St.
Raphael Parish and send it to the parish before
Dec. 31, 2018, - or, alternatively, you can make
a one-time cash gift by visiting the parish’s
website at www.saintraphaelparish.com and
selecting “Online Giving.”
You may be entitled to a charitable income
tax deduction for the full value of the gift on
your 2018 income tax return, but you should
consult with your tax advisor to help make that
determination.

Gift of long-term appreciated securities.
Charitable gifts of long-term appreciated
securities (i.e. securities you have held for longer
than one year) can also be advantageous. You
simply transfer your long-term appreciated
security from your brokerage or custody account
directly to the parish. You may receive an
immediate charitable income tax deduction of
the full fair market value of your contribution,
and most significantly, any capital gains tax will
have been eliminated.
You should consult with your tax advisor to
determine if this type of charitable gift is right
for you.

Using a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD)
from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to
make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). If
you have attained age 70 ½, you may likely be faced
with an RMD from your IRA. You can make a QCD
of up to $100,000 of your RMD, to St. Raphael Parish
without including the distribution in your income. The
rules applicable to QCDs from IRAs are very specific.
Before you decide whether you should make such
a gift, please consult your tax advisor to determine if
you qualify, and if such a gift makes sense given your
particular situation.
If you wish to learn more about gifting strategies
to St. Raphael Parish – including information on what
you can do now and also how you can remember St.
Raphael in your estate plan - please visit the parish
website at www.saintraphaelparish.com, or contact
Kris McGivney at 440-871-1100, or via email at
legacysociety@saintraphaelparish.com.
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Disney Quotes

DR. ANDY’S CORNER
Be still and know
that I am God

Be still
and46:10
know
Psalm
that I am God

Psalm 46:10

“The moment you doubt whether you can fly, you cease
for everQuotes
to be able to do it.” – Peter Pan
Disney
"Youmoment
are braver
believe,
thancease
you seem,
“The
you than
doubtyou
whether
youstronger
can fly, you
andever
smarter
you
– Winnie
for
to be than
able to
dothink."
it.” – Peter
Pan the Pooh
"You
are braver
than you off
believe,
thanI’ll
you
“You’re
mad, bonkers,
yourstronger
head! But
tellseem,
you a
and
smarter
thanbest
youpeople
think."are.”
– Winnie
the in
Pooh
secret:
all the
– Alice
Wonderland
“You’re
your
head! But
I’ll tell
you a
"You'remad,
neverbonkers,
too oldoff
to be
young."
– Snow
White
secret: all the best people are.” – Alice in Wonderland

“To laugh at yourself is to love yourself.” – Mickey Mouse

"You're never too old to be young." – Snow White

"Happiness
is the richest
thing
we will –ever
own."
“To
laugh at yourself
is to love
yourself.”
Mickey
Mouse

– Donald Duck

"Happiness is the richest thing we will ever own."
a spectator sport. If watchin' is all you're gonna
–"Life's
Donaldnot
Duck

do, then you're gonna watch your life go by without ya."

– The not
Hunchback
ofsport.
NotreIfDame
"Life's
a spectator
watchin' is all you're gonna
do, then you're gonna watch your life go by without ya."
– The Hunchback of Notre Dame

•

“Never go to a doctor whose office plants have died”
Bombeck
•– Erma
“Never
go to a doctor whose office plants have died”
– Erma Bombeck

•

“To understand your parents’ love, you must raise

yourself” your
– Chinese
proverb
•children
“To understand
parents’
love, you must raise
children yourself” – Chinese proverb

•

“I like nonsense, it wakes up the brain cells.”
•– Dr
“ISeuss
like nonsense, it wakes up the brain cells.”
– Dr Seuss

6

St. Raphael
DR. ANDY’S CORNER
“We can do no great things;
only small things with great
love.
— St. Teresa of Calcutta

•

“Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed
to sell your parrot to the town gossip.” - Will Rogers

•

"You can’t use up creativity. The more you use, the
more you have." – Maya Angelou

•

Coincidence or…..
Ever have one of those experiences where you say or
think, “Wow, what a coincidence,” or “That was so
amazing. It couldn’t have been a coincidence.” A
favorite maxim I read (somewhere) a few years ago
answers it for me: A coincidence is a miracle where
God chooses to remain anonymous.

The version found written on the wall in Mother
Teresa's home for children in Calcutta:
People are often unreasonable, irrational, and selfcentered. Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior
motives. Be kind anyway.

"Everybody today seems to be in such a terrible rush,
anxious for greater developments and greater riches and so
on, so that children have very little time for their parents.
Parents have very little time for each other, and in the home
begins the disruption of peace in the world."
— St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta

If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful
friends and some genuine enemies. Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you. Be
honest and sincere anyway.
What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight. Create anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous.
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, will often be forgotten. Do good
anyway.
Give the best you have, and it will never be enough. Give
your best anyway.
In the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was
never between you and them anyway.
-this version is credited to Mother Teresa
“Mommy,

Father Al Krupp’s Birthday is December 22
Regina Health Care
5232 Broadview Rd., Richfield, OH 44286

you save my swaddling clothes?”

from
Reprinted with permission of Bill Keane
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The Home and School Association Shopping Gala

Why
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Catholics
Leave the Church
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and
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Can
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to Prevent
It
mindWhat
that part
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word
is “fun.”

Let’s Join In As Disciples of Christ
AccordingSharing
to the National
Catholic Educational
His Goodness!

Our H
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion
Continued from page 4
opportunities for people to participate and support annually.
For
information or volunteering see the
their
efforts.
After
annual
event,
The vendors at the Gala pay for the right to have a
line with
his will
thanthe
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love,
and serve Gala
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with him
forever?that H booth,
& SFinally,
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allow the
choose to come and participate.
we are
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evenability
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provide
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“This
is an
parish
and community
(we
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chairperson
they grow to be adults. If your child has grown and
activity,” Sara ofsays.
“Imagine being
able to complete
school
such from
as materials,
upgrades,
the appropriate
ministry)
is estranged
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keep on praying
that
and the future. Perhaps most important, it helps to your Christmas shopping 26 days before Christmas.
God will help our kids to come back to him.
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. That is what the
GalaTree:
givesKaren
you the
opportunity to do.”
Mitten
Kozsey
In the next newsletter, we will learn how some
Christmas Toy Drive: Tom Fattlar
families take their faith seriously and work hard to
For
more
information,
please
send
an
email
to
srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com
Adopt-A-Family: Emily Giovannazzo & Colleen Maher
live it.

or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon
Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m.
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.

