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Vatican II Transforms The Church
by Joy Horvath

T

he Second Vatican Council (Vatican II, 19621965) has been compared to the Protestant
Reformation in its scope and direction. What did it
mean for the Catholic Church in America?
In 1958, Pope Pius XII died. Cardinal Angelo
Giuseppe Roncalli was elected Pope in 11 ballots,
and chose the name John XXIII. At 76 years old, he
was expected to be a “caretaker pope.” Less than
one year later, in 1959, he surprised the Church
and the world by calling a gathering of religious
leaders to “open the windows and let in some
fresh air.” Preparations began to convene 2860
bishops, thousands of sisters, auditors, laymen
and laywomen, and non-Catholic observers at the
Vatican. Opening ceremonies began in October,
1962; the group worked for three years, until 1965,
and produced 16 documents. The results struck
like a hurricane, with radical changes in the liturgy,
religious life, and relations with other religions.
Why did Pope John XXIII call the meeting? He
had spent WWII in Turkey, was involved in Jewish
Holocaust rescue, and supported the establishment
of Israel in 1948. He also saw the societal changes
breaking in the late 50’s and early 60’s—increasing
secularism, shifting demographics of the Catholic
Church, Communist governments, the Cold War,
the Space Race. His intent was for the Church to
reassess its role in this rapidly changing world.
Continued on Page 2
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Outreach programs to other Christian denominations
resulted in groups like the Bay Ministerial
Association. Especially open to continuing dialog are
Anglicans and Lutherans.
Anti-Semitism was and is unacceptable, and the
Catholic Church rejects nothing that is true and holy
in non-Christian religions. Any discrimination based
on race, color, religion or condition of life is foreign
to the mind of Christ.
Nuns, brothers, and priests were given guidelines to
renew their institutional and personal commitment
to religious life.
“Cradle Catholic” and long-time parishioner Ann
Dyke grew up in a strong Catholic home in a
predominantly Jewish community on the East Side
of Cleveland. She gave me a lay perspective on the
changes she experienced.

An aerial view of St. Peter’s Square
inVatican City.

He also wanted to codify changes that were already happening locally. For example, in Germany “Low Masses”
were already being said in German rather than Latin.
Before the Council had completed its work, Pope John XXIII died in June 1963 at age 81. His successor, Pope Paul
VI, was quickly elected that same month. He reconvened the sessions in order to finish the work that had begun,
then over the remainder of his papacy, interpreted and implemented the resulting mandates.

Before Vatican II, women covered their heads at
Mass with hats, veils, or scarves. Entering or leaving
Mass was done in silence. Servers were only boys,
as serving was considered preparation for the
priesthood. Music was provided by boys’ choirs, and
it was rare to see a girl in any participant position.

What were the mandates? How were they received? How were they interpreted?
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Finish the work of Vatican I. That convocation in 1869-1870 was cut short by the outbreak of the FrancoPrussian War. Before they adjourned, the bishops had affirmed the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of
Mary. Two doctrines were published: Dei Filius, addressing faith and reason in the contemporary church,
and Pastor Aeternus, affirming papal infalliblity. Forty-five additional proposals concerning the Church in the
modern world were left unaddressed, especially the issue of how the Bishops were to cooperate with the Pope.

•

Update the life of the Church. Several of the 16 Vatican II final documents dealt with modernizing the liturgy.
The congregation was called to more active participation. The altar was pulled away from the wall, and the
priest faced the congregation. The Latin Mass and sacraments were translated into the vernacular (local
language). New music was written, and the guitar Mass became ubiquitous.

•

Moral conduct as personal responsibility. The “virtue of penance” became an opportunity to amend for
one’s sins. The Confession session turned into an occasion to discuss the possibility for personal growth.

•

Opening Scripture. Bible study and Scripture groups became popular as Catholics read the Holy Bible under
the guidance of knowledgeable leaders.

•

Respond to the needs of the modern world.
relations, mass media, and religious orders.

The convocation addressed ecumenism, Jewish-Catholic

The altar was against the wall, the priest and the
congregation faced the same direction, and he offered the
Mass in Latin. The missal was a dual-language guide,
with Latin on the left page and the English translation on
the right.
The Eucharistic celebration was different. There was
a communion rail, where congregants would kneel
to receive the Precious Body. A server held a plate
under the recipient’s chin, and the host was placed on
the tongue. Only the priest touched the host; there
were no lay distributors. Individual First Communion
celebrations were not a possibility.
There was no face-to-face Confession option.
She
remembers the days of “fire and brimstone” Confessions,
and is happy that the emphasis now is on more positive
efforts at atonement.
Nuns and priests have changed also. Priests wore
only black—no jeans or tee-shirts. Nuns were easily
identified by their habits with voluminous layers and
some type of veil or head covering, and they lived
solely in convents. Many post-Vatican II nuns wanted
to identify more closely with the people they served,
so moved into apartments or houses with fewer sisters
and abandoned habits in favor of “street clothes.” Even
cloistered convents loosened restrictions. Their members
still could not leave, but the screen that hid them from
the view of occasional visitors was gone.

For a clergyman’s point of view, I spoke with Fr. John Crawford, retired priest in residence at St. Francis de Sales
Church in Parma. He was ordained in Cleveland in May, 1963, at the height of the Convocation. He outlined the
Pope’s goals for Vatican II:
•

On Holy Days, there was no question that one would
attend Mass. There were no Saturday Masses. Every
Friday from 2:30 to 3:00, congregants could pray the
Way of the Cross. Every Friday was a day of abstinence
from meat, and fasting before receiving communion
was expected—nothing to eat or drink from midnight
the night before Mass. (Very early Masses were quite
popular!)

Ecumenism was a big transformation. Many Catholics
remember needing permission to attend non-Catholic
friends’ religious ceremonies, although Ann says she
often went to her Jewish neighbors’ events without
problems.

Pope John XXIII
De Agostini, 1958–1963

How were the changes received? Some felt they went
too far, and others thought the changes didn’t go far
enough. Although some Catholics left the Church, most
adapted well, and priests were careful to explain the
mandates before gradually implementing them.
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A Family
of Believers
The 1960s

T

he school continued to grow and once again Fr.
Zwilling appealed to the parishioners for support.
A capital campaign was begun in March 1962 and by
May over $316,000 had been raised. His foresight to plan
for a second floor for the five year old school wing was
already realized. Construction began immediately and
eight more classrooms were completed in time to start
the 1962 school year. There were now 24 classrooms
and enrollment reached 1,000 students. A new convent
(now the Raphael Center) for the Sisters was completed
in 1966. The original convent became the Administration
Building. The parish now had a separate office and the
rectory became the priests’ home.

Convent (now the Raphael Center)

Pope John XXIII had announced the creation
of the Second Vatican Council (also known as
Vatican II) in January 1959. The council called
thousands of bishops, observers, sisters, and
laity to St. Peter’s Basilica between 1962 and
1965. The Catholic Church would respond to
cultural changes in the aftermath of World War
II by updating the liturgy, giving a larger role
to the laity, introducing the concept of religious
freedom, and starting a dialogue with other
religions.
The Christian Family Movement began at
St. Raphael, involving lay men and women
in the social mission of the church, teaching
them to “think, judge, act.” Vatican II allowed
for Catholics to pray with other Christian
denominations and encouraged collaboration
with non-Christian faiths. Ecumenical gatherings
brought together parishioners from the various
church denominations in Bay Village. The Bay
Ministerial Association was formed.

Board was formed in 1966 and that fall the
Administrative Board (including a Finance
committee) was created.
Fr. Zwilling celebrated his 40th Ordination
Anniversary on June 2, 1968 with a Jubilee
Mass and parish reception. It was just a year
later on June 21, 1969, that Bishop Clarence
Issenmann accepted Fr. Zwilling’s resignation
as pastor for health reasons. He retired and
was named Pastor Emeritus effective August
15. Bishop Issenmann appointed Monsignor
Charles Ritty, the Chancellor of the Diocese,
to become the parish’s second pastor.
For 23 years, Fr. Zwilling shepherded the
parishioners of St Raphael. He was a man of
great zeal, foresight and determination. His
leadership guided the early parishioners and
together they built a solid foundation upon
which the parish continues to grow.
In 1969, with the revision of the General
Roman Calendar, the Vatican transferred the
Feast Day of St. Raphael from October 24th to
September 29th, for celebration together with
the Archangels Michael and Gabriel.

St. Raphael became a strong and vibrant parish
community. Benediction and devotions were
prominent in the spiritual life of the parish;
there were parish missions, novenas, and
retreats. The Women’s Guild and Holy Name
Society kept a full calendar of activities for
parish women and men. Fr. Zwilling welcomed
expanded involvement of parishioners in “parish
administration and operation” in accord with
the directives of Vatican II. A Parish School

Sept. 1962

1962 - 1965

Sept. 1966

1966

1968

June 2, 1968

Aug. 15, 1969

Sept. 29, 1969

Completion of eight
additional classrooms

Second Vatican Council
(Vatican II) held in Rome

Completion of new
convent

Parish Administrative Board and
School Board formed

Bay Ministerial
Association formed

Fr. Zwilling celebrates his 40th
Ordination Anniversary

Fr. Zwilling retires and is named
Pastor Emeritus - Monsignor
Charles Ritty named second pastor

Feast Day of St. Raphael moved
to September 29 together with
Archangels Michael & Gabriel

The Priest on the Titanic
by Ashley Herzog

store; Benjamin Guggenheim, the namesake of the
Guggenheim Museum in New York. But few have
heard the story of Father Thomas Byles, the 42-year-old
Catholic priest whose heroic actions during the sinking
put him on the path to sainthood.
Father Byles was born in Yorkshire, the oldest son
of a Protestant minister. While studying theology at
Oxford, Byles decided to convert to Catholicism. He
was ordained in Rome in 1902, took the first name
Thomas, and devoted his life to the priesthood.
Ten years later, Byles’ brother William, who had also
converted to Catholicism, asked him to officiate at his
wedding in New York. Byles boarded the Titanic in
Southampton on April 10th, 1912.

Father Thomas Byles
Credit: Geoff Whitfield and Steve Rigby, UK
April 15th, 2021 marks the 109th anniversary of the
sinking of the Titanic. More than a century later, this
story still captivates imaginations around the world,
inspiring prolific fiction and nonfiction, movies and
musicals. Maybe it’s because, in the words of James
Cameron, director of the 1997 Titanic film, “It was like
a great novel that really happened.” The sinking of
the Titanic was a “lifeboat ethics” scenario involving
actual lifeboats. Looking back on the disaster allows
people to ask themselves, “Why did this passenger or
crew member do what they did? What would I have
done?”
Many of us have a passing familiarity with the list
of famous passengers aboard the ship: John Jacob
Astor, one of the richest men in the world; Isador
and Ida Strauss, the owners of Macy’s department
6

In letters to his mother, Byles described a quiet
and uneventful voyage aboard the Titanic. On the
morning of April 14th, Byles said mass for the Catholic
immigrants in third class, many of whom were leaving
Ireland, Continental Europe, and even the Middle East
for a new life in America. Byles’ homily that morning
was about the need for a “spiritual lifeboat” in times of
danger. No one knew that the danger would arrive in
the form of an iceberg later that night.

Mocklare said she overheard a crewman trying to
convince Byles to get into a boat, but Byles refused.
“Father Byles could have been saved, but he would not
leave,” Mocklare said. “After I got in the boat, which
was the last one to leave, and we were slowly going
further away from the ship, I could hear distinctly the
voice of the priest and the responses to his prayers.”
Byles’ actions set him apart from other prominent men
aboard the ship, some of whom attempted to bribe
their way into lifeboats. A British couple with the title
of “Lord” hogged Lifeboat No. 1 for themselves, their
servants, and their dogs. Meanwhile, entire families
of British people in third class died. The owner of the
White Star Line, Bruce Ismay, made the notorious
decision to step aboard one of the last lifeboats, which
was otherwise packed with third class women and
children who had escaped from steerage at the last
minute. Byles, on the other hand, prayed the rosary with
his flock and granted absolution until the very end.

“When the Titanic went to the bottom Father Thomas
B. Byles stood on the deck with Catholics, Protestants
and Jews kneeling around him,” Agnes McCoy,
another Irish immigrant, told the New York Telegram
after the sinking. “Father Byles was saying the rosary
and praying for the repose of the souls of those about
to perish. To many he administered the last rites of
the Church.”
Byles may have perished in the sinking, but like the
theme song to the Titanic movie says, his heart goes
on. In 2015, Father Graham Smith, a British priest
who now heads Byles’ former parish, said he was
sponsoring Byles for beatification. Smith described
Byles to the BBC as “an extraordinary man who gave
his life for others.”
Father Thomas Byles lived his message that
some things are more important than mere selfpreservation, and spiritual lifeboats can offer more
lasting salvation than physical ones.

According to witnesses, Father Byles was out on deck,
praying his breviary shortly before midnight, when
the ship struck an iceberg. When the captain ordered
the launching of the lifeboats, Byles—a second class
passenger—made his way to steerage, where members
of his flock were either lost trying to navigate the
stairwells to the upper deck, or found themselves
trapped behind locked iron gates. Many did not speak
English and couldn’t understand the crew’s orders.
Byles calmly led the third-class passengers to the Boat
Deck.
“When the crash came, we were thrown from our
berths,” Helen Mocklare, an Irish immigrant in third
class, said after the sinking. “We saw before us, coming
down the passageway, with his hand uplifted, Father
Byles… ‘Be calm, my good people,’ he said, and then
he went about the steerage giving absolution and
blessings.”
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COVID-19 Notice

mind that part of the word “fund” is “fun.” Our H According to the National Catholic Educational
& S Association recognizes this, and they offer many Association, Catholic schools raise nearly $2 billion
opportunities for people to participate and support annually.
the state
Ohio continue
be dispensed
Sunday
Our
bishops
their Catholics
efforts. in
After
the ofannual
MarditoGras
event, from the
Theobligation
vendors to
atattend
the Gala
pay Mass.
for the
right
to have a
urge those Gala
who are
mostlargest
vulnerable
to coronavirus,
and booth,
their caregivers,
prayer from
home.for
St.those
the Shopping
is the
fundraiser
that H
and theretoiscontinue
a smallin
admission
charge
& S sponsors.
The
funds toraised
allowdaily
the and
ability
to Masses.
who choose
come of
and
participate.
Raphael will
continue
live-stream
Sunday
As thetodiocese
Cleveland
returns to public
provide
fundsimportant
for the new
basicguidelines
operation
theto help“This
is an
important
andforcommunity
worship,
willcosts
be in of
effect
us protect
each
other. “Weparish
thank you
your
Sara
says.
being ableof to
complete
school
such understanding
as materials,and
technological
patience,
cooperation asupgrades,
we implementactivity,”
this gradual
return
to “Imagine
the public celebration
Mass,”
and the
future.
Perhaps
most
important,
it
helps
to
your
Christmas
shopping
26
days
before
Christmas.
the Ohio bishops’ statement says. The full statement can be read at https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/covid19.
provide a Catholic education at a reasonable cost. That is what the Gala gives you the opportunity to do.”
Please continue to access our website, www.saintraphaelparish.com, for updates on St. Raphael’s re-opening
plans
procedures.
For and
more
information, please send an email to srshomeandschoolshoppinggala@gmail.com

or call Sara Seybold at 440-835-0312. We hope to see you there!
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