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Many cultures across the globe 
celebrate aging and honor their 

elderly. At St. Raphael, we respect 
and care for the elderly members 
of our community by reaching 
out to them and reaffirming their 
fundamental role in our church.

“The Raphaels keep people who 
are homebound connected to St. 
Raphael, and recognize and affirm 
them as a valuable and integral part 
of the parish,” says Terri Telepak, 
pastoral associate and the staff liai-
son for the Raphaels. “When the el-
derly aren’t here, we know they’re 
not here. We miss them, and we pray 
for them.”

The Raphaels is a dedicated 
group of parishioners who minister 
to the elderly of the parish by bring-
ing the Eucharist to the sick and 
the homebound. They also host an 
annual Anointing Mass and send 
cards to the elderly. The group, coordinated by Jeanne 
Schlotman and Marcy Carney, serves the elderly of 
the parish in several ways and collaborates with other 
parish ministries to do so.

One of the ways the Raphaels serve the community 

is by bringing Communion to the 
homebound. If a parishioner contacts 
the parish and is physically unable to 
attend Mass, Terri assigns four minis-
ters to bring Communion for the per-
son on a rotating basis. The parishio-
ner would also have an opportunity 
for a visit from a priest once a month 
for the sacraments of Confession or 
Anointing of the Sick. 

“A group of about 10 to 15 Eu-
charistic Ministers take Communion 
to approximately 12 homebound pa-
rishioners each month,” Terri says. 
“They always take a parish bulletin 
to them and anything we are hand-
ing out to the parish at that time, like 
palm branches. They get to know the 
person, he or she gets to know them, 
and a relationship happens.”

Another facet of the Raphaels is 
a ministry to the two nursing homes 
for which St. Raphael has pastoral 

care – West Bay and Huntington Woods. Every Tues-
day, the Raphaels go to pray the Rosary with the elderly 
and to give them Communion. On the second Tuesday 
of every month, a priest says a Mass at 2:30 p.m. at West 
Bay, and on the third Tuesday a Mass is celebrated at 

“A Valuable and Integral Part of the Parish”
Ministering to the Elderly With the Raphaels

Raphael minister Karen Mackin and 
her granddaughter, Caitlin Hershey, 
with parishioner Dorothy Carras at 
Huntington Woods Nursing Home
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the same time at Huntington Woods.
“At West Bay, a team of six to 

eight Raphaels bring Communion 
on Tuesdays, and for Mass they fa-
cilitate by setting up and helping 
people to the dining room,” Terri 
says. “Karen Mackin brings Com-
munion to all the Catholic elderly at 
Huntington Woods, which is about 
37 people. On Mass day, she sets up 
for Mass, and the Legion of Mary 
helps to get everyone to Mass.”

An annual parish event that 
the Raphaels host is the Anointing 
Mass each October at St. Raphael 
on the Sunday closest to the Feast of 
St. Luke. This year, the Mass will be 
on Oct. 26 at 2:30 p.m., and priests 

will administer the sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick.  

“The Anointing Mass is another 
shared ministry,” Terri says. “The 
Raphaels set up for the Mass and are 
the greeters. The Boy Scouts assist 
by helping the elderly into church. 
After the Mass, the Raphaels host 
a little reception with punch and 
cookies, and that is also co-hosted 
by the Ladies Guild. We also do an 
anointing Mass at both of our nurs-
ing homes in October.”

One example of other ways min-
istries reach out to the elderly of 
our community was on Pentecost 
after the final Mass was said at the 
old church building. On the day of 
the closing Mass, the parish printed 
a worship aid/memory book with 
photos of the church and sacraments 
received over the years. The Stew-
ardship Council that hosted the clos-
ing Mass reception created a care 

package for homebound parishio-
ners to share the event with them.

“The care package sent the 
message that a big event is happen-
ing here on this campus, and you 
weren’t here, but we’re thinking 
of you,” Terri says. “The packages 
contained baked goods, the mem-
ory book, a bulletin, and a letter 
from Father Tim. The Eucharistic 
Ministers who took Communion 
to the homebound that day also 
brought the care packages.”

The children of our school also 
become involved in reaching out to 
our elderly through their Prayer Bud-
dy Program that adopts the home-
bound. Classrooms send cards, val-
entines, and letters to a parishioner 
who is homebound. A parish prayer 
ministry also reaches out to the 
homebound asking for their prayers 
for certain needs of the parish. 

All different ages are involved 
in the Raphaels, though many 
members are senior citizens. The 
Raphaels serve and collaborate 
with other parish ministries reach-
ing out to members of our parish 
who are not physically with us, but 
who are always spiritually present 
as valued members!

“Caring for the elderly is an 
important part of ministry here be-
cause they are members of the fam-
ily of St. Raphael,” Terri says. “We 
want to make sure they receive Je-
sus, but are also connected through 
the newsletter and the bulletin.”

For more information about the 
Raphaels and connected ministries 
for the elderly at St. Raphael, please 
contact Terri Telepak at 440-871-1100 
or ttelepak@saintraphaelparish.com.
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Cece Heaton, a Raphael, ministers at West Bay Nursing Home
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St.Raphael

Let Us Renew Our Efforts to 
Give Out of Love as Good Stewards

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

If your calendar looks like mine, then we all know that 
everything is shifting back into “high gear,” as they 

say. Schools are back in session; most people are home 
from vacation; clubs, organizations and ministries are 
back at work full-time; and life is 
suddenly more hectic. As I looked at 
the calendar for September, certain 
things became obvious to me. These 
were accentuated by a comment 
someone made to me recently about 
how Pope Francis made them proud 
to be a Catholic.

I think I grasped the significance 
of that, and it has a September theme. 
We begin the month with Labor Day 
on the 1st. Last year Pope Francis said, 
“Work is fundamental to the dignity 
of a person... It gives one the ability 
to maintain oneself, one’s family, to 
contribute to the growth of one’s own 
nation.” That is certainly true as we 
honor our workers on Labor Day and 
reflect on the dignity of “labor.” Ev-
ery human being enjoys a basic right 
to be respected – not because of any title, position, pres-
tige, or accomplishment, but first of all because we are 
created in the image and likeness of God. God bless all 
those who labor. What we do to maintain the fabric of 
our culture through our work is not just a blessing, but 
an important part of our stewardship in relation to our 
lives and our society.

The second aspect of the September calendar which 
seemed significant to me was that Friday, Sept. 5, is the 
Feast Day of Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta. Small 
in stature, but so very Catholic in everything she rep-
resented and did, Blessed Teresa was an important part 
of my own perception of what it meant to be Catholic 
and Christian. It is difficult to believe that she has been 
gone for 17 years. She was the absolute epitome of what 
it meant to be Catholic, to love and to serve. She rep-
resented a living example of stewardship in our life-
times. What she had to say about our lives and how we 
should live them became some of the more quotable                                                  

illustrations of living stewardship that we reflect upon 
today. For example, she said, “It is not how much we 
give, but how much love we put into giving.” That is our 
challenge as we begin the busy part of our year, to do 

everything we do with love.
Finally, on Sunday, Sept. 14, we 

celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross. The Cross has enormous 
meaning to us as Catholics. How 
many times do we make the Sign of 
the Cross to signify the Holy Trinity 
and to remember that the Cross rep-
resents so much to us? It is a renewal 
of our Baptism every time we make 
the Sign of the Cross.

Some 1,700 years ago, St. Helen 
discovered the true cross in Jerusa-
lem. The Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre in Jerusalem was built on that 
spot, and it was dedicated on Sept. 
14, 335, thus our veneration of the 
Cross on that date.

When we make the Sign of the 
Cross, we are also indicating our dis-

cipleship, our pledge to be good stewards. Whether it 
is in our labors that we glorify God, in serving the Lord 
and others with love, or constantly reminding ourselves 
of Christ’s sacrifice for our salvation on the Cross, we 
need to constantly rededicate ourselves to service and 
stewardship. This month – when we revive so much in 
our parish – is a good time to do that. Blessed Mother 
Teresa also said, “The needs are great, and none of us, in-
cluding me, ever do great things. But we can all do small 
things, with great love, and together we can do some-
thing wonderful.”

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau, Pastor
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Despite their busy schedules, the 
members of the Stofko family 

make sure they have plenty of time 
for some very special people in life – 
Jesus Christ, and the little ones who 
are most dear to Him.

“We try to live out stewardship 
as a family,” Kelly Stofko says. 
“We especially like co-teaching 
4-year-olds in the Parish School of 
Religion – PSR – Preschool Program. 
Our 8-year-old daughter, Maeve, 
helps us teach as well. It’s a family 
activity which teaches her the way 
of stewardship from a young age. It 
also keeps the students engaged to 
have her there because she serves 

as a role model for them. Teaching 
gives us the opportunity to interact 
with the families at our parish, as 
well as the other PSR teachers. The 
teamwork is wonderful. It is so neat 
to see children of that age blossom 
in their faith and talk about God. 
We appreciate being able to engage 
with them, and it takes us back to the 
simple basics of our faith.”

Furthermore, Kelly, her husband, 
Kevin, and Maeve regularly take 
full advantage of the amazing 
stewardship-based opportunities 
presented by the Preschool Program. 
For example, the preschoolers are 
encouraged to “adopt grandparents” 

and serve them throughout the 
year. The children make cards for 
Valentine’s Day and baskets for 
Easter.  Each Christmas, they deliver 
gifts to the “grandparents” and put 
on an impressive Christmas pageant 
at the parish.

The Stofko Family 
Traveling on the Stewardship Journey Together

“Teaching gives us the opportunity to interact with the families 
at our parish, as well as the other PSR teachers. The teamwork 

is wonderful. It is so neat to see children of that age blossom 
in their faith and talk about God. We appreciate being able to 
engage with them, and it takes us back to the simple basics of 

our faith.” – Kelly Stofko

Kelly and Kevin Stofko with their 
daughter, Maeve, at the 2013 

Regional Irish Dance Competition 
in Grand Rapids, Mich. Kelly Stofko leads a lesson about family during 

a Preschool Religion class
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The Stofko Family 
Traveling on the Stewardship Journey Together

As parents, Kelly and Kevin 
try to take the call to be the 
primary religious educators of 
their child seriously. They like to 
be actively involved in Maeve’s 
faith formation.

“We want to make sure we are 

taking an active role at our parish, 
and are modeling stewardship for 
Maeve,” Kelly says. “Being really 
involved in the PSR program 
keeps us grounded in our Catholic 
faith.”

Maeve is enrolled in the 
Leneghan Academy of Irish Dance, 
which requires the Stofkos to 
travel quite a bit to competitions, 
but they don’t leave God behind. 
They always make sure to start 
their travels with prayer. They also 
pray before meals, and do bedtime 
prayers. 

Lastly, when Kevin and Kelly 
receive their monthly “TAKE 

OUT” Catholic Family newsletter, 
they take its message to heart. 

“We try to take at least one 
activity from it and do it together,” 
Kelly says. “We might just sit on 
the couch together as a family 
and talk about the topic and give 
examples of how we represent 
that topic, how we feel about it, 
etc. For example, if the suggestion 
that month was to help someone, 
we may help our elderly neighbor. 
We often try to assist her with her 
yard work, grab groceries, make 
meals or bake for her, or just pop 
in to say ‘hello’ and chat!”

Now that’s stewardship!

“Teaching gives us the opportunity to interact with the families 
at our parish, as well as the other PSR teachers. The teamwork 

is wonderful. It is so neat to see children of that age blossom 
in their faith and talk about God. We appreciate being able to 
engage with them, and it takes us back to the simple basics of 

our faith.” – Kelly Stofko

Students in the Stofko PSR class with their sign

Maeve Stofko during a family trip to 
Myrtle Beach in May 2014

X
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As the month of September gets 
underway, many of us have made 

our way home from extended summer 
vacations, and are busy settling in for 
a busy fall season and new school year. 
Perhaps some of us have prepared to send 
a young Catholic adult away to college, 
whether they attend a college located 
halfway across the state, somewhere 
across the continent, or even around the 
world. It is appropriate, then, that we take 
a moment this month to reflect upon St. 
Raphael the Archangel, the patron saint 
of travelers, happy meetings and Catholic 
studies.

The name “Raphael” only occurs once 
within the Bible, in the Book of Tobit. First 
appearing disguised in human form, the 
angel Raphael is traveling companion 
to Tobiah, the son of Tobit. Referring to 
himself as “Azarias the son of the great 
Ananias,” Raphael’s protective influence 
is demonstrated throughout the course 
of the journey, with the binding of the 
demon in the desert. Upon curing Tobit’s 
blindness, the angel makes himself known 
as “Raphael, one of the seven, who stand 
before the Lord” (Tobit 12:15). 

In representation of his protective and 
healing actions, St. Raphael is often depicted 
as holding a staff, or as standing on or holding 
a fish – an allusion to his healing of Tobit. 
Indeed, he was also revered as a protector of 
Catholic sailors. We celebrate the feast day 
of St. Raphael, along with the archangels St. 
Michael and St. Gabriel, during the Feast of 
the Archangels on Sept. 29. 

Prayer to St. Raphael
May the Archangel Raphael, called God’s 

Healer, bring consolation and healing to those 
who are sick and protect us from all ills.

May Raphael, the Angelic Companion, 
accompany us during all life’s journeys, 

preserve us in peace and tranquility, and, at 
the end of all our travels, bring us safely to 

our eternal home.

Amen.

Getting to Know St. Raphael 
the Archangel, Healer and Protector
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Stones Say a Lot About Our Story
Throughout the history of the Church, stones 

have played an important role in the faith life of the 
community. Stones were placed atop the graves of the 
earliest saints, and the Church would gather at their 
tombs to celebrate Mass. Piles of stone were heaped 
up to form a cairn, marking the 
place where martyrs showed the 
ultimate courage to die for their 
faith. Our houses of worship are 
built of stones, and the altars 
within them are often made of 
some sort of stone – ours at St. 
Raphael is made of marble.

The document that guides us 
in the construction of new worship 
spaces is entitled Built of Living 
Stones, and it is a reminder to us 
that while we are constructing a 
building out of brick and mortar, 
we must always remember that it 
is each one of us, members of the 
Church, who are the buildings in 
which Christ dwells. When we 
come and celebrate the Real Presence of the Lord in the 
Eucharist at Mass, we are called to be that Presence for a 
world that so desperately needs it.

The connection between individuals, families and 
parish churches is meant to be a strong one, and that 
connection is fostered as we reflect on what it means to 
be a “living stone.”

Be a Part of This Living Tradition!
We would like to invite each household in the parish 

to be a part of the living tradition of “stones” that form 
us as a people of faith. 

We invite you to find a stone as a family. It can be 
a stone from your yard, or from a favorite hangout, or 

a place that has special meaning 
to your family. We would ask that 
the stone be no larger than a business 
card. 

Once you find your family 
stone, place it on the table where 
you share meals together – a 
challenge we all try to work harder 
at in this hectic, fast-paced world. 
Each time you eat together, pray as 
a family and share ways that your 
family is a “domestic Church.” 

If you’d like, feel free to 
decorate your stone by painting it 
or writing on it. Throughout the 
month of September, we will be 
focusing on Paving the Way. At the 
end of the month, bring your stone 

to St. Raphael when you come to Mass.
When the time comes, all of our stones will be placed 

beneath the altar in the new church! For generations to 
come, we will know that the altar stone is placed right on 
top of the “living stones” that represent each household 
in the parish.

Use the Paving the Way prayer card found in this 
newsletter.

Together, let’s all become stronger “living stones” 
who share Christ’s love with the world!

Paving the Way!

Remember...
- Find a stone no larger than a business card.
- Pray as a family and decorate your stone.

- Bring your stone to church at the end of September!



525 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, OH 44140

St.Raphael

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 and 7:00 p.m. │ Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Cleveland, OH

44101
Permit No. 703

C H U R C H

On Aug. 22, we began an astronomical project called 
an analemma. An analemma is a curve representing 

the progress of the sun throughout the year. We began 
this project on Aug. 22 because it is exactly one year until 
the dedication of our new worship space! 

Over the course of the next year, we will be taking mea-
surements at “local noon” and marking the position of a 
shadow cast by the sun. We will be using the light post 
closest to the old gym doors – across from the fence line. 
That wide apron of driveway will be the place where the 
sun will literally mark our journey to the new church. By 
next August, the sun will have traced a figure eight-shaped 
curve on our driveway. It is very similar to the symbol for 

infinity, which is appropriate since the worship of the Lord 
is continuous and unending. Eight is also a very powerful 
Christian number representing the new creation.

So we remind ourselves as this “eight” gets traced 
in front of us that Christ in His Resurrection is a new 
creation, that because of that gift we are new creations in 
His Love, and that the building being built for the praise 
of His new creation is on its way to completion. To learn 
more about the analemma project, as well as how to make 
an analemma at home with your whole family, please 
join us for a one-hour presentation on the analemma on 
Wednesday, Sept. 10 at 7 p.m. in the Zwilling Room.

A Path Through Time to Our New Church!

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.


