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As a boy growing up in Argentina, Pope Francis 
relished participating in various sports, especially 

soccer. On occasion since becoming pope, he has taken 
the time to emphasize the importance of sports to 
young people. In June of 2014, for example, he invited 
some 20,000 Italian youths to a day of competition, 
which occurred on the piazza in front of St. Peter 
Basilica at the Vatican.

That gave the pope the opportunity to address the 
young people about how he saw the value of sports 
competition. At that time, the pope said, “Belonging 
to a sports team and participating in sports means to 
reject all forms of selfishness and isolation — it is an 
opportunity to meet and be with others, to help each 
other, to compete in mutual esteem and to grow in 
fellowship.”

We here at St. Raphael embrace the Holy Father’s 
words and offer a comprehensive sports experience 
for our young people. Our Athletic Commission 
is headed by David Puckett, who has been in that 
position for seven years. 

“My wife and I have three children, and as parents 
we wanted to be involved in their lives as much as 
possible,” David says. “They were interested in sports, 
and I volunteered to coach. Then I saw in the parish 
bulletin that the Athletic Commission was seeking a 

new leader, and I called and volunteered. I have never 
regretted that.”

According to David, the Athletic Commission 
promotes, coordinates and finances athletic programs 
at St. Raphael in order to provide wholesome 
opportunities for parish youth to develop favorable 
habits and attitudes of social living. 

“Currently, we offer a number of programs,” he 
says. “In the fall, we offer flag football for grades 1-4; 
tackle football for boys in grades 4-8; volleyball for the 
girls; and cross country. Winter sports are boys and 
girls basketball. Spring includes track and field as well 
as baseball.”

David takes care to emphasize that these programs 

“Our St. Raphael Athletics Programs
Give Us a Sense of Community”

The Athletics Programs at St. Raphael
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Making
the Most of
Every Sunday
Putting God First
Many Americans set aside their 

Sundays to enjoy various 
leisure activities. Indeed, Sundays 
during the summer months may 
include cookouts, or perhaps 
afternoons spent at the swimming 
pool or baseball stadium. And when 
fall arrives, many fans will certainly 
be spending their Sundays in front 
of the television, as they become 
engrossed in the excitement of the 
National Football League’s highly-
anticipated Sunday games.

Sunday is also the day when 
more than 18,000 Catholic parishes in 
the United States will be celebrating 
Masses. But if recent statistics are 
any indication, the percentage of the 
U.S. Catholic population attending 
Mass that day will stand in stark 
contrast to the percentage of the 
U.S. television audience watching 
Sunday football games.

According to the Pew Forum 

on Religion & Public Life’s U.S. 
Religious Landscape Survey 
published in 2008, Catholics 
account for roughly 23.9 percent of 
the adult population in the United 
States. But of the 70 million-plus 
registered Catholics in the U.S., 
only 36 percent attend Mass once 
a week or more, according to 
Georgetown University’s Center 
for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate. Only 12 percent of 
U.S. Catholics participate in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation at least 
once a year, and a mere 17 percent 
of Catholic men say they have ever 
even slightly considered becoming 
a priest or religious brother.

God gives us leisure time to 
clear our heads and recover from 
what can often be a hectic daily 
life. But it is important that we 
glorify God in all that we do, and 
time away from work or school 

provides a great opportunity to 
regularly celebrate the sacraments. 
As Catholics, we are obligated to 
attend Mass on a weekly basis, 
barring illness or extenuating 
circumstances. But this is just 
the first step. Spending time in 
prayer, Eucharistic Adoration and 
Reconciliation provides us with the 
grace, healing and the wisdom to 
live as disciples of Christ on a daily 
basis. And sharing our time, talent 
and treasure through ministry 
participation and charitable giving 
enables us to serve our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, thus ensuring 
that we are placing God at the top 
of our list of priorities.

Each Sunday presents an 
opportunity for us to foster our 
discipleship commitments to Christ. 
So make the time and discern ways 
that you can put God first, on every 
Sunday throughout the year.
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October: Helping to Feed Spiritual Hunger
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

Have you ever been hungry — really hungry? When 
asked that question, most of us probably think of 

a time when we had pangs of hunger because we were 
fasting, we were on a diet to lose weight, we had saved 
up for a big dinner, or we just decided not to indulge 
what we wanted. However, there are people right here 
in our own community who go to bed at night with real 
hunger. And that hunger is not without real pain.

If we expand that to our diocese, our country, and 
the world, untold numbers of people go to bed hungry 
every night. Yet, while Jesus instructed us to “feed the 
hungry,” He did not want us to stop at satiating simply 
physical hunger.

All around us, there is spiritual hunger. We all know 
people who have plenty to fill their stomachs, but are 
not really sure exactly what they want in life, living 
unsatisfied. Some of these people are our siblings, our 
children, our parents, or even our spouses.

Although so many are spiritually hungry, it may 
not be as apparent to us as physical hunger, because 
the spirit is within us and we are weakened more 
slowly. Life goes on when we are spiritually hungry 
– but truly addressing that need is just as important 
for us as a Church as physically feeding the hungry. 
Spiritual malnourishment can be just as devastating as 
physical famine.

While we are aware of the reality that we, as a 
faith community, cannot completely eradicate physical 
hunger, we must do what we can to feed those around 

us. Both physically and 
spiritually, we have 
opportunities every day 
to reach out to those in 
need. Sometimes, it may 
be as simple as praying for 
someone. Or it may mean 
giving of our time, talent 
or treasure to those who 
are less fortunate than 
ourselves. Yet, we always 
have an opportunity to 
share the greatest gift 
with others that alone can 
satiate the human heart – 
the love of Christ. There is no time better than today 
to begin. Will you reach out in love to those in need by 
sharing the love Christ has poured into you?

Blessed Mother Teresa advised us, “If you can’t 
feed a hundred people, then feed just one.” Let each of 
us vow to find that one, and feed him or her – whether 
physically, spiritually or both.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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Deacons, priests and bishops.
In respective order, these are 

the three levels of ordained in the 
Catholic Church. Then, in terms 
of deacons, there are two types 
– permanent deacons are those 
ordained to be a deacon only, while 
transitional deacons are ordained 
on the journey to the priesthood, 
and are thus in “transition.” And 
while permanent deacons were 
a set practice in the early days 
of the Church, that category of 
ordained fell into general disuse for 
centuries. However, in 1967, Pope 
Paul VI restored the diaconate as a 
permanent ministry, and the first 
permanent deacons in the United 
States were ordained in 1971.

According to the United States 
Council of Catholic Bishops, “The 
call to the Order of Deacon is a call 

to a ministry of service. The service 
ministry of a deacon may take 
many forms. Most deacons serve in 
parish ministry, primarily working 
with the pastor and the parish staff 
in facilitating lay ministry. Like 
the priest, the deacon should call 
others to ministry by his witness 
and his example.”

Deacon Larry Gregg was ordained 
as a permanent deacon in 2005, and 
he has had the honor – in his words – 
to serve at St. Raphael since that time. 
Along with two other deacons, he is a 
great example of stewardship at work. 
The fact that service is at the basis of 
what the deacons do is an indication 
of just that, with “Service” being one 
of the four pillars of stewardship.

“I have been at St. Raphael for 
many years,” says Deacon Larry 
of how he found his vocation. “As 

I realized that I needed to give 
back to God and to the Church, I 
found myself involved with many 
ministries at St. Raphael, but I felt 
God was calling me to do something 
more. I would like to say that I had 
opinions and that I thought about 
this a lot, but the truth is that God’s 
quiet call was more important than 
anything else. I had always looked 
for the Lord to guide me and direct 
me and that is what happened.”

Deacon Larry is proud to be a 
deacon, and he takes his duties very 
seriously.

“Who we are is more important 
than what we say,” he says. “I am 
always aware that I represent the 
Church. That means I am to be 
warm, welcoming, engaging, alive, 
and most of all, loving. I also think an 
important word for me to remember, 
and for all of us who represent the 
Church in any way, is ‘humility.’ 
We all spend most of our time in 
the secular world, and how people 
view us has a great influence on how 
they feel about Christ and about our 
Catholic Church.”

He cites his wife, Cathy, as both 
an inspiration and a significant part 
of his ministry. They have three sons 
ranging in age from 29 to 34.

“She provides me with the 
strength and support which I need 
to really fulfill my role as a deacon,” 
he says.

As Deacon Larry notes, 
assignments for deacons within the 
Church vary. 

“Serving at the Mass is a great 
joy,” he says. “I also appreciate the 

“I Felt God Was Calling Me to Something More”
Meet Deacon Larry Gregg

Deacon Larry Gregg assists the Bishop consecrating the new altar in the chapel
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“I Felt God Was Calling Me to Something More”
Meet Deacon Larry Gregg

ministry of the Sacraments of Baptism and Marriage. We deacons have a 
preaching schedule, and it is one of my favorite times – to not only proclaim 
the Word, but then to provide the community with a homily that not only 
breaks open the Word, but also hopefully brings the message of the Gospel 
to the congregation in a way to which they can relate.”

Although he understands his own calling, Deacon Larry emphasizes that 
each and every one of us has a calling. 

“People need to be open to the grace that God showers on us,” he says. 
“For me, stewardship, evangelization and discipleship go hand in hand. I 
have a sense that I am doing what the Lord wants me to. I hope and pray 
that every person here at St. Raphael is open to doing what the Lord wants 
them to do.”

We are honored and blessed to have Deacon Larry Gregg among us!

“I felt God was calling me to do something more. I would like 
to say that I had opinions and that I thought about this a lot, 

but the truth is that God’s quiet call was more important than 
anything else. I had always looked for the Lord to guide me and 
direct me and that is what happened.” – Deacon Larry Gregg Deacon Larry Gregg and his wife, Cathy

are open to all young people who belong to the parish, as 
well as those from nearby parishes that may not offer a 
particular program. 

“We formally belong to the Catholic Youth 
Organization (CYO) overseen by the Diocese of 
Cleveland,” he says. “Our Commission oversees practices 
and coaches, and the CYO sets up schedules for games 
and events. We are fortunate to be a parish large enough 
to be able to offer what we do. Also, our St. Raphael 
athletics programs give us a sense of community. They 
provide a great outlet for our young people.”

Outlining the many purposes of athletics here at St. 
Raphael, David echoes the words of the pope.

“Sports aid in the moral, physical, and athletic 
development of our parish youth, both as individuals and 
as members of a team,” he says. “We include all young 
people interested in participating. We are careful to have 
coaches who have the best interests of the participants 
in mind.” 

All young people in the parish are encouraged to 
consider becoming involved in one of the many sports 
activities.

“In addition, we could not survive without the 
generous volunteers who support and oversee all that 
we do,” David says. “This is a great way to be a good 
steward as a leader, a parent, and an active member of 
the parish.”

As Pope Francis reminded the athletes gathered at 
the Vatican,  “Put yourselves in the game, in the search 
for good, in the Church and in society, without fear, with 
courage, and enthusiasm.”

The Athletics Programs at St. Raphael  continued from front cover

Anyone who would like more information about 
the Athletic Commission, or who might be 

interested in volunteering, may contact David 
Puckett at 216-401-7176. 
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A Significant Moment in Our Prayer
The Presentation of the Gifts

Occasionally, you might hear 
someone jokingly refer to 

“halftime” during Mass – the interval 
following the Prayers of the Faithful, 
as the Liturgy of the Eucharist begins. 
It can be easy, even tempting, to 
zone out as you sit, waiting for the 
collection basket to make its way to 
your pew. 

But if you pay attention, you’ll 
have the opportunity to enter into 
something deeper – a significant 
moment in our prayer.

It’s mentioned by St. Justin 
Martyr, one of the earliest Christian 
writers, when describing the Mass in 
the second century, “Bread is brought 
up and wine and water…” 

This practice, of people bringing 
up the gifts, has been part of our 
Catholic tradition from the very 
beginning. Although we might 
think of this action as being merely 
practical, in reality, it serves a much 
deeper spiritual purpose.  

Each Sunday Mass, someone is 
chosen, whether an usher, or another 
member of the parish, to bring 
forward “the gifts” – bread, wine, 
and in many cases, the collection 
of money that has been gathered 
moments before, from the generosity 
of the congregation. These gifts not 
only symbolize, but also in reality, are 
the work of human hands. The bread 
and wine are fruit of God’s creation, 

which, through the effort of human 
hands, are made into the gifts that we 
present to the Lord. 

Certainly, the collection that is 
presented to the priest also serves to 
represent the work and sacrifices of the 
previous week. Sharing our monetary 
“treasures” is one of the ways that 
we embrace stewardship. It’s an 
opportunity to generously give back to 
the Lord, from the fruit of our work. 

In his book What Happens At Mass, 
Jeremy Driscoll, OSB explains, “…
We should not think of the collection 
of money at this point as some sort 
of banal, dirty but necessary affair. 
Money is our work. Money is hours 
of our lives. And now we give it 
away, we sacrifice it, for the work of 
the Church.”

In his letter to the Romans, St. 
Paul instructs Christians to “offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and pleasing to God” (Romans 12:1). 

The physical act of carrying the 
gifts forward to the priest is meant to 
serve as a tangible reminder of the fact 
that we are all called to stewardship. 
We are all called to present to God 
our lives – our work, our talents, the 
struggles and victories of the past 
week – as an offering and gift to God.

Those who bring forward the gifts 
each week have the privilege and 
responsibility of remembering what 
their action represents – that we are 

called to give generously of our time, 
talent and treasure to God, who gives 
us His very self, at Mass. And for 
those sitting in the pews, tempted to 
“check out” for a few minutes, seeing 
the gifts being brought forward 
should serve as a powerful reminder 
to offer our lives back to God, through 
serving and honoring Him.

So next week, don’t just sit back 
and wait for the “halftime show.” 
Come to Mass a few minutes early and 
approach an usher to ask if you and/
or your family may bring up the gifts 
that week. Don’t be surprised if you 
start to notice a change in your heart 
and a desire to be even more generous 
with God in the coming week!

The physical act of carrying the gifts forward to the priest is 
meant to serve as a tangible reminder of the fact that we are 
all called to stewardship. We are all called to present to God 
our lives – our work, our talents, the struggles and victories 

of the past week – as an offering and gift to God.
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His doctorate is in philosophy, but he believes a 
more ‘down-to-earth” approach is needed to truly 

engage young people with and in the Church. Effective 
this past July 1, Dr. Ed Hackett became the Director of 
Youth Ministry and Confirmation here at St. Raphael. 
He is excited about the prospects the parish offers, 
especially to the youth of the parish.

“I love St. Raphael,” Dr. Hackett says. “My 
goal is to help the young people with whom I work 
cultivate a relationship with Jesus Christ. That can be 
accomplished in a number of ways, but my plan is to 
institute a theme for all we do twice a year. Our theme 
for the fall is ‘Praying the Way.’ Obviously, the focus is 
prayer, how to pray and the different approaches to it. 
However, because we need to retain interest and create 
enthusiasm, we are going to have a method that mixes 
fun with the spiritual aspects of what we are trying to 
accomplish.”

From the Youth Ministry perspective, meetings 
will be held on Sunday evenings – be sure to watch the 
bulletin for specific details. Youth Ministry is open to 
young people from the ninth to 12th grades.

“Our goal is to increase the number of participants,” 
says Dr. Hackett. “We intend to network with other 
parish youth groups from the west side of Cleveland. 
It will include prayer and adoration, but also some of 
those things that can just be enjoyable. This fall, we 
have set aside a day to participate in a laser tag event, 
and we are also going to be involved in an intra-parish 
dodge ball tournament.” (Confirmation will be covered 
in another article.)

Dr. Hackett and his wife, Ashley, are new to the 
parish and relatively new to the area. He feels that 
everything he has done up to this point in his life has 
prepared him well for the tasks here at St. Raphael. 
One of his guides and inspirations is an author named 
Sherry Weddell.

“She has written two books that I use as a resource,” 
Dr. Hackett says. “The first is Forming Intentional 
Disciples: The Path to Knowing and Following Jesus, and 
the second is Becoming a Parish of Intentional Disciples. 

Helping Our Young People Cultivate a 
Relationship With Jesus Christ

Profiling Dr. Ed Hackett, Our St. Raphael Director of 
Youth Ministry and Confirmation

Dr. Ed and his wife, Ashley

continued on back cover
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That term ‘intentional discipleship’ is important to those who wish to pursue 
stewardship as a way of life. It means that what you do, how you live, is 
done with a goal and a plan in mind. We are all called to discipleship.”

Another important influence for Dr. Hackett is Pope Francis.
“Pope Francis has had much to say to young people about how to be 

good Catholics and Christians,” he says. “In his homily for World Youth Day 
this year, the pope said, ‘Dear young men and women, in Christ you can find 
fulfilled your every desire for goodness and happiness. He alone can satisfy 
your deepest longings, which are so often clouded by deceptive worldly 
promises.’ We here at St. Raphael hope to cut through that worldliness and 
journey together on a road to true Happiness IN CHRIST.”

Helping Our Young People  continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information or 
to become more involved 
in Youth Ministry, please 
contact Dr. Ed Hackett 

at 440-871-1100.


