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This month, several of our St. Raphael youth have 
an opportunity to share in a wonderful, once-

in-a-lifetime experience of faith, fellowship and 
spiritual growth.

Early on the morning of Thursday, Nov. 19, a 
contingent of 18 from our St. Raphael Parish will depart 
by bus for the National Catholic Youth Conference 
in Indianapolis, Ind. The NCYC – sponsored by the 
National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry – 
is held every two years, and this year’s gathering is 
expected to attract almost 25,000 attendees. Our St. 
Raphael group is part of the Diocese of Cleveland 
delegation, consisting of nearly 300 people. Our 
diocese is sending seven buses of people.

 “It is an exciting three-day experience of prayer, 
community and empowerment for Catholic teens 
and their adult chaperones,” says Dr. Ed Hackett, the 
Director of Youth Ministry at the parish. “The schedule 
includes general and concurrent sessions addressing a 
wide variety of topics, including forgiveness, Catholic 
spirituality and prayer, global issues, sexuality, and 
leadership. There are also opportunities for liturgy 
and special activities such as concerts, exhibits, and a 
thematic activity village.”

The theme of this year’s conference is “Here I Am, 
Lord,” drawn from 1 Samuel 3. The message for the 
young people and the adults attending is the need 
to be prepared to respond to God’s call to service, 

discipleship, and stewardship. Dr. Hackett says that 
this can be a once-in-a-lifetime experience for all who 
attend, both youths and adults. 

“When more than 20,000 teens gather in one place 
to pray, to share, and to learn about their faith, there 
is a level of excitement that is difficult to measure,” 
he says. “The conference is held at the Lucas Oil 
Stadium in downtown Indianapolis – we open with 
Mass on Thursday night. Our young people have not 

“There Is a Level of Excitement That Is Difficult to Measure”
Our St. Raphael Youth Ministry Trip to the 

National Catholic Youth Conference
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As we proceed through this month 
of November, we note that we 

will begin celebrating Advent close 
to the end of this month, on Sunday, 
Nov. 29. So now is the perfect time 
to begin preparing for the Advent 
season, and to remind ourselves of 
the season’s true purpose.

There are six seasons in the 
liturgical year for Catholics. The 
first is and always will be Advent. 
Advent is a season unto itself – it is 
not part of Christmas. The six seasons 
are, in order: Advent, Christmas, 
Lent, the Sacred Paschal Triduum, 
Easter, and Ordinary Time (which is 
divided into two sections, one from 
the end of Christmas time until the 
beginning of Lent, and one from the 
end of Easter time until Advent).

The point for us as Catholics as 
we approach Advent is to realize 
that Advent is not Christmas, even 
though it is possible to get caught 
up in the Christmas feeling that is 
so prevalent during this important 
liturgical cycle. Advent stands alone, 
and we need to approach it in that 

way. The mystery of Christ unfolds 
to us throughout the Church year, 
and that disclosure begins with 
Advent.

Each of us Catholics is most 
likely aware that the Church has 
spent centuries of prayer, thought 
and study, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, to define and identify how 
we are to live out our faith. We have 
Canon Laws set down for us from 
Rome. Also, at the Vatican, in the 
Curia overseen by the pope, there is 
something called the Congregation 
for Divine Worship. It is this sector 
of the Church that has given us our 
calendar and the reasons for it.

According to the General Norms 
for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar 
issued by the Congregation, “Advent 
has a twofold character: as a season to 
prepare for Christmas when Christ’s 
first coming to us is remembered; as 
a season when that remembrance 
directs the mind and heart to await 
Christ’s Second Coming at the end 
of time” (39).

We may think in terms of Advent 

being merely as a time to prepare for 
Christmas. Nevertheless, it is much 
more important than that, or at least it 
should be. The word “Advent” evolves 
from the Latin word adventus, which 
means “coming.” We all understand 
that Christ is coming; His first coming 
is celebrated on Christmas, and that is 
to what our Advent preparations may 
tend to lead.

To really be prepared nonetheless 
involves also understanding the 
second reason for the Advent season 
– to prime us for the Second Coming 
of Christ. Although this may seem to 
us not in keeping with the “Christmas 
spirit,” it is exactly what we need 
to remember to include in what we 
do during Advent. Just as Lent is a 
penitential time leading up to Easter, 
Advent should be a penitential time 
leading up to Christmas.

It is important for us, as 
stewards of the Church, to 
understand and appreciate both 
aspects of Advent. And it is equally 
important as good stewards to live 
out those expectations.
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Thanksgiving 2015
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

Thanksgiving 2015! As the years move along, this 
special day reminds us to pause and be grateful 

for life, family, friends, and the many freedoms we 
enjoy that are not available to many in our global 
human family.

Our rootedness reminds us that we are people 
called to be of hope, and we are invited to a deeper 
faith in God and in one another. In gathering around 
the table with family and friends, we pause to give 
thanks for all that has graced our lives – joys of 
friendship, laughter and good health, the painful 
events that promoted deeper growth and may have 
given us greater insight into the importance of faith in 
our own gifts of goodness and talent and that of our 
family and friends, and knowing we have a God who 
loves us more than we could ever imagine.

“As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He 
loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, 
in generosity and humility, gentleness and patience…
and may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, 
because it is for this that you were called in one body. 
Always be thankful.” – Colossians 3:12-15

At this special time of year, it is my prayerful hope 
that you and your family celebrate the gift of life you 
are, and the life that you bring to one another. We are 
connected to one another, each of us. No one of us called 
ourselves into being – we have been gifted by a loving 
God Who has called us to manifest His love in the service 
we give to one another.

I thank God each day that you are a member of our 
Saint Raphael Parish Family – persons of deep faith, 
filled with much hope and compassion. You are among 
the blessings I celebrate, and for which I am thankful.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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Thanks to St. Raphael parishioners, many homes will 
be made warmer and brighter this holiday season by 

our gifts of love and sharing, our acts of good stewardship. 
Helping Hands Thanksgiving Food Baskets, Pumpkin 
Pies, Adopt-a-Family, Toy Drive, Cookie Extravaganza, 
Guild Poinsettia Sale, and Winter Coat Collection are 
only some of the opportunities provided by the parish 
ministries.

On Nov. 15:
• The Annual Pancake Breakfast will be held. 

This community-building breakfast is free, 
but donations are used to finance Adopt-a-
Family and other holiday programs. For more 
information, please contact Toni and Tom Mullee 
at 440-899-7529.

• Our Pumpkin Pie Ministry is another excellent 
way to give and share. Social Concerns will supply 
the pie crust and canned pumpkin pie filling – 
you supply the eggs, milk, spices, time, and love. 
No bake? No problem. Purchase a pie. Pies are 
baked, frozen and wrapped with aluminum foil 
and placed in the Lunchroom freezer by Nov. 22. 
They are then delivered to area hunger centers 
ready for Thanksgiving dessert. Please call Hilary 
Keberdle at 440-835-1452 for more information.

• The Guild is collecting new and gently used men’s, 
women’s and children’s winter coats, which are 
then taken to the West Side Catholic Center. The 
contact is LuAnn Hinkel, 440-871-0414.

On Nov. 18-19, the Helping Hands Thanksgiving 
food basket ministry will fill 200 baskets for needy 
families. The food is provided through the generosity 
of parishioners, St. Raphael School, Parish School of 
Religion, and Preschool Religion. Please phone Claudia 
Volosin at 440-871-9029 for more details.

A Mitten Tree will appear in the Good Shepherd 
Square. Hats, gloves, scarves, and mittens are needed. 
Please help fill the tree! For information, please contact 
Karen Kozsey at 440-835-1422.

The Ladies Guild will host an Evening of Reflection 
on Dec. 3. A speaker and a light dinner will be provided. 
Contact Jean Cundey at 440-892-0132 for more information.

The weekend of Dec. 5-6 is busy too:
• The Guild will be selling Christmas poinsettias 

in the lunchroom and hosting the Donut Sale. 
For more information, contact Pat Krajcik at 
440-930-2617 (poinsettias) or Carol McDonald at 
440-835-1750 (donuts).

• The Guild cookbook Table of Plenty II will be on 
sale for $20, and all profits will go toward the 
Holy Family statue in the church.

• The Guild will continue collecting new and gently 
used coats for the Westside Catholic Center.

• The Cookie Extravaganza will have a beautiful 
display of home baked “goodies” by our own 
parishioners. Profits will be donated to the 
Adopt-a-Family program. Contact Kathleen 
Hegeman at 440-871-7147 for more information.

• The Toy Drive will also have a table in Good 
Shepherd Square. Toys are collected for distribution 
to St. Augustine and St. Malachi Center. Please 
call Tom Fattlar at 440-835- 5604, or Keith Benya at 
440-835-8121 for more information.

“Thanks to St. Raphael Parishioners, Many Homes Will Be Made Warmer and Brighter This Holiday Season”
Giving and Sharing Opportunities at St. Raphael
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Our St. Raphael Youth Ministry Trip  continued from front cover

“Thanks to St. Raphael Parishioners, Many Homes Will Be Made Warmer and Brighter This Holiday Season”
Giving and Sharing Opportunities at St. Raphael

worshiped with that number of people before. I think part 
of the initial impression is amazement that there are so 
many others who are like-minded in living out their faith.”

There is a great number and variety of presentations 
held during the conference, many of which deal with 
making prayer a part of daily life. In addition, Mass is 
celebrated twice each day, and Eucharistic Adoration and 
Reconciliation opportunities are available throughout the 
conference. There is also a large Eucharistic procession 
as one of the events. As Dr. Hackett notes, the youth are 
praying for discernment about life and their faith, and 
this conference can be an important step on that journey.

“We want them to understand that we will have a 
great time together, but this is also a time for each of us 
to grow spiritually,” Dr. Hackett says. “Behavior and 
involvement are carefully organized and monitored. 
Each of us must sign a code of conduct. We have 
planned so that our group can split up and attend 
different sessions and presentations. Then, we will 
come back together a few times each day to share and 
discuss what we have heard and experienced. We will 
be praying for all those here at home, and we ask that 
they pray for us as well. We look forward to sharing our 
experiences when we return.”

“When more than 20,000 teens gather in one place to pray, to share, and to learn about their faith, there 
is a level of excitement that is difficult to measure. The conference is held at the Lucas Oil Stadium in 

downtown Indianapolis – we open with Mass on Thursday night. Our young people have not worshiped 
with that number of people before. I think part of the initial impression is amazement that there are so 

many others who are like-minded in living out their faith.” – Dr. Ed Hackett, Director of Youth Ministry

Preschool Religion and the Guild 
will also be doing collections and 
activities to “Adopt a Grandparent” 
at West Bay and Huntington nursing 
homes.

The Adopt-a-Family program itself 
will bring Christmas cheer to over 100 
families this year. Watch for tags posted 
on boards in the Gathering Area and in 
Good Shepherd Square. Wrapped gifts 
need to be returned to Good Shepherd 
Square by Dec. 11 – they will be sorted 
on Dec. 13 beginning at 1:15 p.m. in 
the Lunchroom. Contacts for Adopt-
a-Family are Emily Giovannazzo, 440-
471-7308; Colleen Maher, 440-835-0674; 
Tom and Bev Nemec, 440-871-8949.
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“The Joy Needed to Rediscover and 
Make Fruitful the Mercy of God”

The Jubilee Year of Mercy
Pope Francis has declared a 

Jubilee Year of Mercy, which 
will commence on Dec. 8, 2015 
(the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception) and culminate on Nov. 
20, 2016 (Christ the King-Solemnity 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe). 

Jubilee Years are not unique, as 
this will be the 29th such Jubilee Year 
since the first one in 1300. Our most 
recent Jubilee Years have been in 2000, 
1983, and 1975. In the Catholic Church, 
the concept of the Jubilee is a special 
year of remission of sins and universal 

pardon. In the Book of Leviticus, 
a Jubilee year is mentioned to occur 
every 50th year, in which slaves and 
prisoners would be freed, debts would 
be forgiven, and the mercies of God 
would be particularly manifest.

However, this particular Jubilee 
is unique in many ways. As in the 
past, it involves the establishment of 
Holy Doors. These are doors located 
at the four major Basilicas in Rome 
– St. Peter Basilica, the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major, the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran, and the Basilica of St. Paul 
Outside the Walls. Usually, Catholics 
are invited to make a pilgrimage to 
Rome and to enter through these 
doors during the Holy Year. Christ 
identified Himself as “the door.” In 
his announcement, the Holy Father 
pointed out that the Holy Doors “…
evoke the passage from sin to grace 
which every Christian is called to 
accomplish. Jesus is the one and 
absolute way to salvation. To pass 
through a Holy Door is to confess 
with firm conviction that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, the Lord, 
the Savior who suffered, died, and 
rose for our salvation.”

Pope Francis encourages every 
Catholic to make a pilgrimage to a 

Holy Door. He has recognized that 
pilgrimages will be taken to Rome 

and to other chosen churches with 
Holy Doors spread around the world 
– there are three others designated in 
the world, with the only one in North 
America in Quebec City’s Basilica of 
Notre-Dame de Quebec in Canada. 
Thus, in an unprecedented move, 
Pope Francis has directed that every 
diocese and archdiocese in the world 
specify a church or shrine with a 
Holy Door to encourage and make 
it easier for vast numbers of people 
to make pilgrimages in keeping with 
the Holy Year and to pass through a 
Holy Door. To put that in perspective, 
there are almost 6,000 dioceses and 
archdioceses in the world, and nearly 
200 in the United States alone. 

Therefore, every Catholic has an 
opportunity to fulfill this pilgrimage 
and to pass through a Holy Door. The 
churches and shrines designated as 
having Holy Doors will be announced 
soon. Of course, there is much more 
involved in this Holy Year of Mercy. 
Each Catholic needs to strive to learn 
about the Jubilee Year and to fulfill its 
stipulations. As Pope Francis said in 
his Bull of Indiction, “Doors speak to 
us of welcome, hospitality, openness. 
I am convinced that the whole Church 
will find in this Jubilee the joy needed 
to rediscover and make fruitful the 
mercy of God.”

“I have decided to call an extraordinary Jubilee that is to 
have the mercy of God at its center. It shall be a Holy Year 

of Mercy.” – His Holiness Pope Francis
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The Church understands the Communion Procession 
as a sign of the pilgrim Church, the body of those 

who believe in Christ, on their way to the Heavenly 
Jerusalem. The liturgical assembly of the baptized that 
comes together for the celebration of the Eucharist is a 
witness to, a manifestation of, the pilgrim Church. 

The Communion Procession is an action of the body 
of Christ. The members of the community move forward 
to share in the sacred meal, to receive the Body and Blood 
of Christ, which is the sign and the source of their unity. 
In fact, each time we move forward together to receive 
the Body and Blood of the Lord, we join the countless 
ranks of all the baptized who have gone before us, our 
loved ones, the canonized and uncanonized saints down 
through the ages, who at their time in history formed a 
part of this mighty stream of believers.

This action by Christ’s body, the Church assembled 
for the Eucharist, is manifested and supported by the 
Communion Chant, a hymn – or song – in praise of 
Christ sung by the united voices of those who believe 
in Him and share His life. The General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal takes this hymn very seriously, mandating 

that it should begin at the Communion of the priest and 
extend until the last person has received Communion.

For some, however, the singing of this hymn is 
perceived as an intrusion on their own prayer, their 
private thanksgiving after Communion. In fact, however, 
this hymn is prayer, the corporate thanksgiving prayer 
of the members of Christ’s body, united with one 
another. Over and over again, the prayers of the liturgy 
and the norms of the General Instruction emphasize 
the fundamental concept of the unity of the baptized, 
stressing that when we come together to participate in 
the Eucharistic celebration we come, not as individuals, 
but as united members of Christ’s body. The General 
Instruction admonishes the faithful that “they are to form 
one body, whether in hearing the Word of God, or in 
taking part in the prayers and in the singing” (96). It says 
of the Communion Chant that its purpose is “to express 
the spiritual union of the communicants by means of the 
unity of their voices, to show gladness of heart, and to 
bring out more clearly the ‘communitarian’ character of 
the procession to receive the Eucharist” (86).

It is difficult for some of us to embrace this emphasis 

The Reception of Holy Communion at Mass

continued on back cover
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on Mass as the action of a community rather than 
an individual act of my own faith and piety, but it is 
important that we make every effort to do so.  

The General Instruction, the USCCB, and the Bishop 
of Cleveland have been clear about the necessity of 
showing our unity through our processing in song. The 
song unites us, whether we are standing in our pews 
waiting to receive, in line in the aisle, or standing having 
returned to our place. We are all part of this ongoing 
procession during the Communion Rite as long as 
some of us are in procession. Additionally, the Bishop 
of Cleveland has clarified that the faithful are to remain 
standing after the chanting of the Agnus Dei, so that they 

give witness to being eager and ready to receive the 
Eucharist. After all have received Holy Communion, we 
kneel or sit together as a community of faith nourished 
by the Body and Blood of Christ. Together, we enter 
into silent prayer as we prepare to go out into the world 
transformed by what we have been given.  

“In Baptism we have been called to form but one body. 
The Eucharist fulfills this call: ‘The cup of blessing which 
we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not a participation in the 
body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are 
many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread’ 
(1 Cor 10:16-17)” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1396).

The Reception of Holy Communion at Mass  continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.


