
M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

Raphael
Saint

May 2015

Some of them have been gathering together for over 20 
years. Admittedly, they’re not theologians – they’re 

simply women coming together to share their faith.
“We’ve shared how God speaks to us, and we’ve 

shared our lives,” says Karen Kozsey. “We’re just a 
group of women who share our faith based on the 
Scriptures, how they are speaking to us and how they 
apply to us today.”

Following the first St. Raphael Women’s Retreat 
in Lent of 1994, there was a strong desire to establish 
some way to continue faith sharing among the women 
of the parish. After a meeting directed by Fr. Lou 
Papes, the Women’s Faith Sharing Groups began.

The members of the formation team were Karen 
Kozsey, Julie Michelson, Sue Surgala, and Sussy 
Hidalgo, the Head Coordinator for many years.

“In order to continue nourishing the Eucharistic 
faith we celebrate each Sunday, we come together 
at regular intervals to share our faith experiences 
through the Word of God,” says Karen, the main 
contact person. “Presently we have six groups of 
about seven women each.”

Each of the groups brings together St. Raphael 
women across generations. When and where they 
meet depends upon their individual schedules. 
Karen’s particular small group meets the third Friday 
morning of the month and is blessed with one member 
who is 95 years old.

“She has had a wonderful faith journey and 
is a beacon of inspiration for our faith with her 
perspective!” Karen says. 

For their discussion, the women use the Liturgy of 
the Word for the upcoming Sunday. Karen believes that 
the rich dialogue across generations helps everyone 
understand the Scripture differently.

“By reading the Sunday Scripture readings at each 
of our meetings, we break open God’s word to us,” 
Karen says. “Then, we can be more attentive to the 
passages being read again at Sunday Mass and find 
the grace to hear how God is speaking to each of us in 
the present moment.”

The women use several different resources for 
commentary or discussion questions. Some resources 
used have included Exploring the Scriptures and 
a website on the liturgy produced by St. Louis 
University as well as sources through the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops.

“We discuss questions based on the readings,” 

“We’ve Shared How God Speaks to Us, and We’ve Shared Our Lives”

Women’s Faith Sharing Groups
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The Feast of St. Philip Neri  
May 26

When we think 
about saints, 

we imagine poverty 
and purity, devotion 
and dogmas, service 
and simplicity. But 

rarely do we think about a saint’s sense of humor.
To be sure, St. Philip Neri, born in 16th century 

Italy, had all the pious qualities of the “ordinary” 
saint, but God also gave him the peculiar turn of wit 
that all good comics possess. Even the 1913 Catholic 
Encyclopedia, despite its formal prose, admits that 
St. Philip gave a “quaintly humorous turn to 
the maxims of ascetical theology.” Which 
is to say, he preferred the humbling 
experience of laughing at himself more 
than the humiliating experience of 
sitting in ashes.

As a young man of 18, Philip 
learned to love frequent prayer. 
He would often escape to a 
certain secluded spot high in the 
mountains to pray. He was also 
a brilliant, self-taught student, 
though he cared very little for 
“intellectualism.” In his 20s, he 
felt that philosophy and theology 
were impeding his prayer life, so 
he put aside his books and turned 
to the prayerful darkness of the 
Italian catacombs.

Late one night in the catacomb 
of St. Sebastiano, Philip envisioned 
a globe of fire before him, which 
entered his mouth and sunk into 
his chest. Nearly overcome with 
this interior heat, Philip left the 
catacomb with uncontrollable 
joy, and in the next few weeks he 
formed a confraternity with other 
laymen to minister to pilgrims 
who came to Rome without food 
or shelter. When he was 36, he was 
ordained a priest.

St. Philip is remembered best for the practical 
applications of spirituality. As a confessor much in 
demand with young men, he began to realize that 
the men needed much more than absolution. He 
formed an Oratory (“place of prayer”), which both 
laymen and clerics joined. It was a close, non-liturgical 
confraternity, in which the men met for spiritual 
discussion and prayer.

When Philip addressed an issue among the men, he 
was known for his unconventional approach. When one 
man came to the Oratory to mock them, Philip asked the 
brothers to simply ignore him and wait until he became 

a Dominican, which in time, he did. Another 
time, Philip abandoned patience and bodily 

tackled an unrepentant criminal, who, 
shocked, made a full confession. When 

one brother from the Oratory asked 
if he could wear a hair shirt, Philip 

granted permission, but only if he 
wore the shirt outside his clothes 
— a true lesson in humility. A 
priest under Philip’s direction — 
who later became a cardinal — 
was too serious, so the saint made 
him sing the Misere at a wedding 
breakfast. Even Philip himself, 
as his reputation for holiness 
spread, seemed instead to want 
a reputation for silliness — he 
shaved just half his beard, wore 
silly clothing, and made priests 
read to him from joke books.

Had Philip possessed only 
these comic qualities, making him 
a saint would have been a little 
like canonizing Bob Hope. But his 
seriousness in prayer, his inspired 
spiritual direction, and his role in 
the Counter-Reformation were 
evidence of his openness to the 
Holy Spirit. His death was in 1595, 
and he was canonized in 1622. He 
is the patron saint of Rome.
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St.Raphael

The Love forGod andOne Another
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

If we listen closely to the Mass readings throughout 
this month of May, we will recognize a common 

theme – love. Of course, every month and every day 
– and every minute, for that matter – is a time to show 
our love for one another. St. John begins many of the 
passages of his letters with the word “Beloved.”

We will hear in one of the readings, “Beloved, let 
us love one another, because love is of God.” If we 
would simply follow that one commandment to “Love 
one another,” we will carry out the stewardship of all 
of our gifts. Living as a steward is indeed living a 
life of love – for God, for the Church, for everyone in 
need, for our families, and for everyone with whom 
we come in contact.

Our Holy Father Pope Francis has spoken about this 
often during his papacy. At his very first Mass as pope, 
he said in his homily, “Everything has been entrusted 
to our protection, and all of us are responsible for it. Be 
protectors of God’s gifts.” There are two important parts 
to this statement: first, we need to recognize that all is a 
gift from God, everything we have and everything we 
are; second, we have a responsibility to use those gifts 
wisely in service to others.

Pope Francis has also emphasized this stewardship 
of service throughout his papacy. Speaking to young 
people in Brazil, he said, “Let us protect with love all 
that God has given us.” Not only does he point out how 
we are gifted, but he recognizes that our motivation for 
using and sharing those gifts should be love. Recently, 
at an audience with young people, he was even more 
specific: “Have you thought of how you can put your 
talents at the service of others?” he asked. “Do not bury 
your talents! Set your stakes on great ideals, the ideals 
that enlarge the heart, the ideals of service that make 
your talents fruitful.”

We all have been called to love – called by our Lord 
and Savior, by our saints, by our Pope, and by our 
spiritual leaders. Nevertheless, we also understand that 
loving in this way and being good stewards is never 
easy. Let us strive to work together to love and to carry 
out our lives in the ways so many have challenged us 
to do.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor

We all have been called to love – called by our Lord and Savior, by our saints, by our 
Pope, and by our spiritual leaders. Nevertheless, we also understand that loving in 
this way and being good stewards is never easy. Let us strive to work together to 

love and to carry out our lives in the ways so many have challenged us to do.
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There will be tears, of course 
– but they will be happy tears 

when our St. Raphael School eighth-
graders walk across the school stage 
during their graduation ceremony at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, June 3.

“For me, it’s kind of bittersweet,” 
says Mrs. Ann Miller, Principal. “I 
remember them entering school as 
kindergartners, and in a wink of an 
eye, they’re graduating, beautiful 
young men and women. It’s 
humbling and bittersweet – I wish it 
would all slow down.”

Although the graduation ceremony 
will be the capstone event for the week, 
the graduates and their families will 
have several memorable activities 
leading up to Wednesday evening.

On Monday, June 1, the graduates, 
along with the sixth and seventh-
graders, will attend Baccalaureate 
Mass. Following the Baccalaureate, 
the seventh-graders will join the 

graduates for the Honors Assembly.
“All parents and families are 

invited to attend these ceremonies,” 
Mrs. Miller says.

The Honors Assembly will 
include scholarship presentations, 
as well as other prominent 
awards, including Certificates 
of Achievement for seventh and 
eighth-grade students for Christian 
Fellowship. Those earning this 
distinction have shown kindness, 
empathy and compassion towards 
their fellow students, respect for 
authority, and have been Christ-like 
faith witnesses through their daily 
words, actions and deeds. 

Two special awards are presented 
at this time, as well. 

“These awards are named in 
honor of two junior high school 
teachers taken from us much too 
early, Linda English and Sharon 
Flanagan,” Mrs. Miller says.

The Linda English Christian 
Leadership Award is presented to the 
student or students who best show 
Christian leadership in and out of 
the school setting through words and 
deeds and the example they set for 
their fellow classmates, and for all.  

The second notable award is the 
Sharon Flanagan Christian Service 
Award. This award is presented to 
the student or students who best 
demonstrate Christian service by 
giving of their time, talents and 
treasures in the service of others.

During the Honors Assembly, 
the Catholic high schools will award 
scholarships, as well as the parish 
Ladies Guild, the Student Council 
and for this year, the Home and 
School Association.

After the Honors Assembly, the 
graduates will be able to change into 
more casual wear and enjoy a special 
luncheon prepared by their parents.

Eighth-Graders Looking Forward to Graduation
A Time for Happy Tears, Reflection

“In today’s world, all we can give a child to grow as a 
whole child – socially, the religious aspect, emotionally, and 
academically – it is all very important. We are taking into 
account the whole child.” – Mrs. Ann Miller, Principal
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Eighth-Graders Looking Forward to Graduation
A Time for Happy Tears, Reflection

“Their parents spend the night 
before decorating our gym – they 
always have a theme, and each 
year it’s different,” Mrs. Miller 
says. “They provide lunch for the 
graduates, have music and dancing. 
On Tuesday, the graduates go to 
Cedar Point for their class outing. 
And then after the graduation 
ceremony Wednesday, they have 
their class party.”

The graduates will wear 
the traditional white robes for 
the ceremony, Mrs. Miller says. 
Although there is no set theme, it 
most likely will follow the school 
motto of “Building Our Faith.”

Speakers for the evening will 
include Fr. Tim, the president of 
Student Council, Mrs. Miller, and 
Assistant Principal Mr. Roger 
Andrachik. Mr. Matt Wirfel, music 
teacher, will have prepared a song for 
the graduates to sing. A video will be 

shown recalling the students’ years 
at St. Raphael, and each graduate 
will receive a disc copy.

“One of the nice things they do, 
is when the kids come across the 
stage and get their diplomas, Fr. 
Tim will hand them a box,” Mrs. 
Miller says. “In it is a necklace of 
sorts, a medallion of angel wings 
to carry them on. They also get a 
long-stemmed red rose that is a gift 
to their moms and dads. They’ll 
circle around the auditorium, 
and wait for all the others to get 
their diplomas, then they process 
out. This is when they hand their 
parents their roses, and there are 
always lots of tears.”

Mrs. Miller says that at least 90 
percent of the graduates have been 
at St. Raphael from their first day of 
school, and between 80 to 85 percent 
will go on to Catholic high schools.

While they were at St. Raphael, 

the students have received a solid 
academic education, and more. 

“Catholic education is important 
because there’s strong academics and 
strong faith foundation,” Mrs. Miller 
says. “We really try to partner with 
the parents. In today’s world, all we 
can give a child to grow as a whole 
child – socially, the religious aspect, 
emotionally, and academically – it 
is all very important. We are taking 
into account the whole child. People 
forget about the faith foundation – it’s 
important. [The students] are getting 
it at home, and getting it here. They’re 
not getting it in the middle of the 
world, in society.”

St. Raphael School offers 
kindergarten through eighth-grade 
education. Enrollment is already 
under way for the 2015-2016 year. 
Please call the school at 440-871-6760.

“In today’s world, all we can give a child to grow as a 
whole child – socially, the religious aspect, emotionally, and 
academically – it is all very important. We are taking into 
account the whole child.” – Mrs. Ann Miller, Principal
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Parish Groups Serving Up

Our frigid lakefront winters and the sight of 
construction workers enduring the bitter cold as 

they worked on our new church prompted Melissa Pillari 
to spearhead an ongoing effort to serve the workers a 
tasty, hot lunch once a week.

This past January, Melissa noticed the workers on a 
sub-zero morning as she pulled into the church drive for 
7:45 a.m. Mass.

“I was looking at the workers and empathized with 
them working in the below-zero weather,” she says. 
“I wanted to do something because I am so grateful to 
them working on our church.”

Melissa says she is part of a group that jokingly calls 
itself “The Holies.” The women have been attending 
daily Mass and meeting for coffee afterwards for the 
past 40 years.

“Some of us were sitting having coffee,” Melissa 
says, noting how the work on the church and the cold 
weather were being discussed. “I mentioned I wanted 
to do something, make a pot of soup. Several of the 
women said they were thinking of doing something as 
well and before we had finished our cup of coffee we 
ended up with three pots of soup, desserts and bread!” 
The women all enjoyed making the food. And it is a 
toss-up as to who enjoyed the soup more – the cooks or 
the workers!

“We were grateful for all the men working in the bad 
conditions so we could have a new house of worship,” 
she says.

Sometime later, Melissa said she was sitting in Mass, 
when the thought occurred to her that the women took 
such delight in preparing the food that maybe others in 
the parish would enjoy fixing food for the workers, too.

She cleared the idea with Fr. Tim and asked a 
deacon friend who manages the Mass Ministry roster if 
she could place a request for volunteers. She prepared 
a letter and the response was enthusiastic – several 

groups signed on to prepare the food each week. These 
include, among others, various ministries such as the 
Ladies Guild, Eucharistic Adoration, Cancer Support, 
Familia, Marthas, Faith Sharing, and Bakers Club. 

“We are blessed with a loving and giving parish who 
welcome the opportunity to help others,” Melissa says.

The meals are provided once a week, usually on 
Friday.

“It’s been fun,” she says. “All who have done it have 
really enjoyed it. They’ve gotten a lot of pleasure out of 
it. Everyone has been so glad to have an opportunity 
to do something for the workers who are building a 
place for not only our generation to worship, but for the 
generations to come.”

On Mondays, a check is made with the crew foreman 
to determine the numbers of workers expected. The 
menu is up to the group preparing the food. 

Melissa says she and her friends learned during the 
first week that construction work can build a healthy 
appetite. 

Meals of Thanks
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“I had brought a slow-cooker and left it with the 
foreman,” she says. “I told him to just leave it and the 
leftovers in the kitchen, and they could use the leftovers 
the next week. There were no leftovers. They ate all the 
pots of soup we brought!”

Our parish family is very giving and welcomed the 
suggestion of a way to show appreciation to the workers 
for their efforts to build the new church.

“This is a concrete way to express the love of Christ 
to strangers,” she says. When asked how this fits with 
giving your time, talent and treasure, she replied: “I 
didn’t think of those words... it is just what we do as 
Catholics.  We strive to find ways to share Christ’s love. 
He tells us to ‘feed the hungry’.  How wonderful to 
be able to do that right here in Bay Village!  However, 
answering your question, yes, it involves your talent 
in preparing the food and your treasure in the cost of 
the food. It’s just a way to have a personal connection 
in giving. We see [the workers] in the freezing cold. We 
drive right next to the workers when we come to church. 
So this is a way to reach out and say, ‘We care about you 
and thank you for what you’re doing.’”

The workers have been generous with their thanks 
for the meals, passing along notes through Scott, their 
foreman, Melissa says.

“Thank you and all the others for making our day a 
little more warm,” one note said. “The guys got excited 
in learning there will be a warm lunch.”  Scott says, “My 
workers are so appreciative of the meals. They have told 
me that they cannot think of any other job where they 
have been treated so kindly.  Our guys take pride in their 
work and it’s reassuring for them to know and to hear 
how much this project means to the parish.  I told father 
[Tim] the other day how special St. Raphael is.”

Individuals or groups can still schedule a time to 

bring in food. The workers will be there until August, 
but meals are scheduled just until mid-May. Anyone 
interested in preparing food, whether it is an 
organization or group of friends, should call the church 
office at 440-871-1100.

When asked how this fits with giving your time, 
talent and treasure, she replied: “I didn’t think of 
those words ... it is just what we do as Catholics. 
We strive to find ways to share Christ’s love. He 

tells us to ‘feed the hungry’.  How wonderful to be 
able to do that right here in Bay Village! However, 

answering your question, yes, it involves your 
talent in preparing the food and your treasure in the 

cost of the food. It’s just a way to have a personal 
connection in giving. We see [the workers] in the 
freezing cold. We drive right next to the workers 
when we come to church. So this is kind of a way 

to reach out and say, ‘We care about you and thank 
you for what you’re doing.’” – Melissa Pillari
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*New Mass Times*
All parishioners are reminded of the new Mass schedule that will begin the weekend of June 6-7:

4:30 p.m. for the Saturday Vigil
8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon on Sunday

Holy days will be 5:30 p.m. Vigil, and 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m., and 7 p.m.

Women’s Faith Sharing Groups  continued from front cover

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Karen says. “Sometimes, we pick out a phrase or a word 
from the readings that touched our hearts. We share 
prayer intentions and have refreshments after.”

The gatherings are approximately an hour and a half, 
and are usually held in someone’s home. Each group has 
a contact person, and different members might provide 
refreshments or resources. 

“You become friends through the group and build 
relationships,” Karen says. “My role is to speak with 
women who are interested in faith sharing groups and 
help them to form new groups.” 

In additional to their regular small gatherings, the 
groups also come together once a year for an evening 
of reflection, usually in October. Sometimes, they invite 

a speaker, and enjoy mixing together for readings, 
meditations and faith-focused conversations.  

Karen would encourage St. Raphael women to take 
this opportunity to gather with other women who are 
seeking to grow in their faith and build friendships 
through sharing over Scripture.   

“Oftentimes, we don’t have the opportunity to share 
our faith on an informal basis,” Karen says. “I think in a 
more intimate way, you tend to grow more in your faith. 
We’re all on the same journey.”

For more information about the Women’s Faith 
Sharing Groups at St. Raphael, please contact Karen 
Kozsey at 440-835-1422 or klkozsey@gmail.com.


