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Will the weekend Mass times be the same as they are 
now?

Current plans are to retain all existing weekend Masses 
when we transition into the PAC. These are:
Saturday Vigil — 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday — 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m., and 12:30 p.m.

Some Mass times will be changed later on in 
preparation for moving into our new church when 
Phase II construction is completed. Fr. Tim plans to 
survey the parish prior to making the final changes for 
Mass times in the new church.

What will we do for Christmas and Easter Masses?

Christmas and Easter Masses will be held in both the 
PAC and the Lunchroom (old gym) while construction 
of the new church is in progress.

Will there still be Daily Mass?

Yes, Daily Mass will be held in the PAC Worship Space. 
The current Daily Mass schedule will be followed: 
7:45 a.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
and 9:15 a.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 
Saturday morning Mass will remain at 8:30 a.m.

Where will we go for Confession?

Confessionals will be set up in the PAC, and our current 
schedule will be maintained with Reconciliation on 
Saturdays, from 3 to 4 p.m.

How will Baptisms be celebrated?

Baptisms will continue to be celebrated at St. Raphael 
on the second through the fourth Sunday of each 
month, at 2 p.m. in the PAC. Baptism preparation 
classes will also continue to be held on the first Sunday 
of each month, at 2 p.m. in the Library.

What about First Communion and Confirmation?

Celebration of these sacraments will continue as 
normal, but they will be held in the PAC.

Will we still have St. Raphael School/PSR Masses?

Yes, these will be held in the PAC, which actually has a 
slightly larger seating capacity than our current church.

Will we still have Eucharistic Adoration?

Yes. There will be no changes to the current Eucharistic 
Adoration schedule. Adoration takes place in the chapel 
in the Raphael Center every week from 10 a.m. on 
Friday, through the night until 4 p.m. on Saturday.

Parish Activity Center (PAC) as Worship Space?

continued on page 8

&Q A The Parish Activity Center will serve as the designated Worship Space during Phase 
II construction of our new church beginning this summer. This is the second in a 

series of articles to explain how our faith community will transition into and utilize 
this interim space for liturgy. This article focuses on celebration of the Sacraments.



2

From the Catechism

What is Almsgiving?

During the seasons of Advent 
and Lent, it is not uncommon 

to hear about fasting, prayer and 
almsgiving. Most of us are familiar 
with at least two of the three 
penitential practices — prayer and 
fasting. We engage in prayer each 
day, while fasting becomes a regular 
part of our Lenten routines. 

But what is almsgiving? 
It is simply giving to those less 

fortunate than ourselves. This can 

be through donations of canned 
goods to the local food pantry, 
spare change to the Salvation Army 
during the Christmas season, or 
even through person-to-person 
contact with the poor.

This Lent, if your family has not 
regularly engaged in almsgiving, 
consider making a change. Search 
for opportunities to serve the poor 
and vulnerable, making their lives 
easier – even if in a small way. 
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At Home in Our Parish
Ben and Michele Brant

Lenten Subtraction Also Needs 
Addition

Teens Grow in Faith, 
Fellowship and Service 
Through Youth Ministry

Journeying With Christ 
Through the Stations of the 
Cross

Things to do with your family
• Place a coffee can in a prominent place in your home,  

and commit to filling it with loose change throughout the week.  
Then, donate the money to a local charity.

• The next time you shop for groceries, buy a few extra canned goods  
and donate them to a food pantry or food bank.

• Research a charity that works with the poor, and make
a commitment to regularly give to the organization. 

• Resolve to never judge those who
are less fortunate,  and teach

your children the same.

“Giving alms to the poor is a witness to fraternal charity: it is also 
a work of justice pleasing to God” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2462).
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St.Raphael

Lenten Subtraction Also Needs Addition
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

You may have heard someone say “Lent and Easter 
are late this year.” That is not really true in an actual 

sense (In the next 25 years Ash Wednesday is in March 
nine times, once as late as March 10). However, this 
month of March is the time we need to focus on both the 
meaning of Lent and what that means to us as Catholics.

According to the Church, Lent officially begins 
at midnight on Tuesday, March 4, as March 5 is Ash 
Wednesday. Like myself, you probably have already seen 
Lent as a time to “give something up,” to make yourself 
more holy. The three practices of Lent have always been 
highlighted by “praying, fasting, and almsgiving.” We 
are indeed called to try to infuse those things into our 
lives more deliberately during Lent. However, I would 
point out to you that two of the three require action, not 
rejection. Prayer and almsgiving are things we must do. 
Fasting involves denial. 

The word “Lent” comes from the Middle English 
word lencten, which actually means “lengthening,” as 
when the days get longer. We all appreciate the fact 
that the days begin to get longer, and we have more 
daylight. I would maintain that all of this means “new 
life” and that is what we are really called to during this 
Lenten season.

From a stewardship perspective I would suggest to 
you that Lent and our preparation for Easter calls us to a 
different way to look at our Lenten preparation. Yes, Lent 
is a time for repentance, a time for establishing ourselves 
spiritually for Easter. We may think it is a time for us to 
seek God’s grace, but I would point out to you we have 
already been given God’s grace. What we need to do is 
to try to develop more intensely in God’s grace. How can 
we as good stewards do that?

Giving something up is certainly one way, but 
I would suggest that we expand that. If you give 
something up, add something positive in its place. Lots 
of people give up candy. Should we not add fruit and 
vegetables in its place? If you fast, which is certainly 
beneficial, should you not place prayer in its place? If 
you give up television, what do you replace it with? 
Perhaps we could give that time away through a parish 
ministry. It is those positive, action-oriented things we 
do to make our lives better, and our spiritual lives more 

full that really reflect stewardship and our willingness to 
do more during Lent, not less.

I have heard of one Catholic high school where the 
students fast on Fridays during Lent. What makes that 
act particularly significant is that they then donate to the 
poor the money they would have spent on the meal, and 
those who follow the fast gather during lunch for prayer. 
There it is — all three Lenten practices — prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving.

Sometimes we make this too complicated. This 
month is the perfect time for us each to evaluate our 
lives, and to do something positive to make our lives 
more holy and more spiritually fulfilling. It is a time for 
us to commit ourselves to stewardship as a way of life.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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At St. Raphael, High School 
Youth Ministry (HSYM) brings 

parish teens together and helps 
them to cultivate fellowship and 
grow in faith. Through meetings 
and activities, ninth through 12th-
graders get the opportunity to have 
fun, serve others and constantly 
learn about different aspects of 
their faith.

“HSYM does not require a teen 
to ‘join’ or ‘become a member,’” says 
Amy Lashutka, director of Youth 
Ministry and Confirmation. “They 
are always invited and encouraged 
to come whenever they can, and 
participate in whatever they wish. 
HSYM strives to have something for 
everyone!”

Students from any area high 
school are welcome to participate 
in HSYM activities. Currently, the 
program numbers about 60 teens, as 
well as a team of 10 adult leaders. The 
group meets regularly on Sunday 
nights during the school year, in the 
upper room of the parish office.

“HSYM Sunday night meetings 
are downtime my kids look forward 
to — movies, game nights, learning 
about the teachings of our church, 
all while surrounded by friends, 

old and new,” says HSYM parent 
Michele Hearns. “When the kids first 
started attending, there were older 
teens who made them feel welcome. 
Now, they are becoming those teens 
the younger ones can look up to 
and find camaraderie with, as they 
deepen their faith together.”

“It’s great for young people of 
the parish because it is an avenue 
which keeps them connected to 
their parish while in high school,” 
HSYM parent Annette DiGidio says. 
“They can learn and practice their 
faith in a positive and welcoming 
environment.”

“Our two daughters, Kati and 
Maddie, did not attend Catholic 
high school and we encouraged 
them to attend HSYM as freshmen,” 
add HSYM parents Jeff and Peggy 
Corbitt. “They loved it right from 
the start, and found it so fun that 
they really wanted to attend the 
HSYM meeting each Sunday. It truly 
supports the Catholic faith that we 
teach our children at home, and 
has helped the girls mature during 
some wonderful celebrations as well 
as difficult times during their high 
school years.”

The meetings also provide a “safe 

space” for youth to be open about 
any questions, doubts or feelings 
they have regarding their faith.

“HSYM provides my daughter 
with an opportunity to discuss 
questions about her religion and 
current moral issues with the 
ministry leaders and parish priests 
that drop by frequently, in an open 
and relaxed setting,” says HSYM 
parent Mike Moroney. “Through 
HSYM, they continue to learn new 
things about their religion.”

“There’s no judging in the 
ministry group — all are welcome 
and supportive of one another,” 
HSYM parent Michele Hearns adds. 
“My teens are confident and content 
in their faith, but have found they 
still have much to discover about 
their Catholic identity. They’re 
comfortable asking questions and 
sharing experiences with the HSYM 
leaders, our parish priests and guest 
speakers.”

In addition to weekly meetings, 
HSYM also offers a wide variety of 
events, experiences, week-long trips, 
gatherings, retreats, service projects, 
and social outings.

“Our teens have loved the 
parish service trips,” Annette says. 

Teens Grow in Faith, Fellowship and Service Through Youth Ministry

Sharing in fellowship on a service trip. Youth Ministry students on a service trip in 
June 2013.

Candles from a Youth Ministry Lenten 
retreat.
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Teens Grow in Faith, Fellowship and Service Through Youth Ministry

“They saw how they can give to 
others and how valuable their 
involvement was. They have loved 
the retreats and the ND Vision 
[Youth Conference at the University 
of Notre Dame]. These opportunities 
bring blessings and growth in faith. 
They are more prepared for their 
futures with strengthened faith and 
commitment to God.”

One significant trip from this past 
year was the National Catholic Youth 
Conference in Indianapolis.

“The National Catholic Youth 
Conference (NCYC) is an exciting, 
biennial three-day experience 
of prayer, community, and 

empowerment for Catholic teenagers 
and their adult chaperones,” Amy 
says. “This past November, a group 
of teens and adults [from HSYM] 
attended.”

This upcoming Lenten season, 
HSYM is excited to offer a weekend 
retreat for all high school teens. Plans 
are also in development for many 
more activities in the future.

“Through all these different 
opportunities, teens have the 
chance to meet other teens in the 
parish and in our greater Catholic 
community,” Amy says. “They are 
able to put their faith into action 
by serving others in need, and to 

challenge themselves and others to 
strengthen their relationship with 
God and their commitment to the 
Catholic faith.”

“As a parent, I want my kids 
to be successful in life — but more 
importantly, I want them to be good 
people, have a good relationship with 
God, and go to heaven,” says HSYM 
parent Nancy Quinn. “I think Youth 
Ministry helps toward that goal.”

All high school-aged teens 
are welcome to participate in 
High School Youth Ministry. For 
more information, please contact 
Amy Lashutka at 440-871-1100 or 
alashutka@saintraphaelparish.com.

“There’s no judging in the ministry group — all are welcome and supportive of one 
another. My teens are confident and content in their faith, but have found they still have 
much to discover about their Catholic identity. They’re comfortable asking questions and 

sharing experiences with the HSYM leaders, our parish priests and guest speakers.”  
— Michele Hearns

Students at the Notre Dame Vision Conference in July 2013.

Maddie Corbitt, Sarah Hannibal, Hailey 
Smith and Audrey Quinn at the NCYC in 

November 2013.
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Journeying With Christ Through 
the Stations of the Cross

For Roman Catholics throughout the world, the 
Stations of the Cross are synonymous with Lent, Holy 

Week and, especially, Good Friday. This devotion is also 
known as the “Way of the Cross,” the “Via Crucis,” and 
the “Via Dolorosa.” It commemorates 14 key events on 
the day of Christ’s crucifixion.

The Stations originated in medieval Europe when 
wars prevented Christian pilgrims from visiting the Holy 
Land. Later, for the many who wanted to pass along the 
same route, but could not make the trip to Jerusalem, a 
practice developed that eventually took the form of the 14 
stations currently found in almost every church. In the 12th 
century, St. Francis of Assisi devised the list of stations and 
started the tradition of reciting it as a type of devotional 
service. European artists created works depicting scenes 
of Christ’s journey to Calvary.

In 1761, St. Alphonsus Liguori wrote: “The pious 
exercise of the Way of the Cross represents the sorrowful 
journey that Jesus Christ made with the cross on His 
shoulders, to die on Calvary for the love of us. We should, 
therefore, practice this devotion with the greatest possible 
fervor, placing ourselves in spirit beside our Savior as He 
walked this sorrowful way, uniting our tears with His, and 
offering to Him both our compassion and our gratitude.”

Praying the Stations of the Cross is one of the most 
popular devotions for Roman Catholics and is often 
performed in a spirit of reparation for the sufferings and 
insults that Jesus endured during His Passion. The object 
of the Stations is to help us make a spiritual pilgrimage 
of prayer, through meditating upon the chief scenes of 
Christ’s sufferings and death.

This devotion may be conducted personally, by 
making your way from one station to another and saying 
the prayers, or by having the celebrant move from station 
to station while the congregation make the responses.

A plenary indulgence may be gained by praying the 
Stations of the Cross. If, for some reasonable cause, the 
Stations are interrupted, a partial indulgence may be 
gained for each station.

Opening Prayer
Station 1 - Jesus Is Condemned To Death
Station 2 - Jesus Carries His Cross
Station 3 - Jesus Falls The First Time
Station 4 - Jesus Meets His Afflicted Mother
Station 5 - Simon Of Cyrene Helps Jesus To Carry 

             His Cross
Station 6 - Veronica Wipes The Face Of Jesus
Station 7 - Jesus Falls The Second Time
Station 8 - Jesus Meets The Women Of Jerusalem
Station 9 - Jesus Falls A Third Time
Station 10 - Jesus Is Stripped Of His Clothes
Station 11 - Jesus Is Nailed To The Cross
Station 12 - Jesus Dies On The Cross
Station 13 - The Body Of Jesus Is Taken Down From  

 The Cross
Station 14 - Jesus Is Laid In The Tomb
Closing Prayer

Praying the  
Stations of the Cross

For an online guide to praying the Stations below,  
visit www.catholic.org/prayers/station.php
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Michele Hippler 
Brant grew up 

in St. Raphael Parish. 
She received all of her 
sacraments here and 
attended St. Raphael 
School. During her youth, 
Michele and her family 
were actively involved 
in the parish. Now, she 
and her husband, Ben, 
continue that active 
involvement as members 
of our parish family. 

“I remember going 
to Martha cleaning days 
with my Mom as a kid and 
helping out in the sacristy 
after Mass,” Michele says. 
“My family attended 4:30 
p.m. Mass and my dad 
would sit in the same pew 
every week. There were 
no ifs, ands or buts about 
it — we went to Mass 
weekly and didn’t leave 
early after Communion. I 
would go to all the Holy 
Week services, sitting next 
to my dad and holding his 
hand throughout, and I 

remember the reassuring 
‘squeeze’ he gave me when 
the church went dark 
during Tenebrae while 
they banged the books 
symbolizing Christ’s 
crucifixion. Now I hold my 
husband’s hand.”

Ben and Michele were 
married in October of 2011, 
just a few months after 
Ben completed the RCIA 
process and came into the 
Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil celebration, 
with Michele as his 
sponsor. 

“Going through the 
RCIA process with him 
as his sponsor renewed 
my faith,” Michele says. 
“As a cradle Catholic, 
it’s easy to find yourself 
going through the motions 
because that’s all you know. 
Even attending Catholic 
high school and college 
never fostered my adult 
faith like the RCIA process 
had. My husband’s RCIA 
journey and his passion 

about Christ inspired me 
to examine my own faith 
and role in my parish.”

Now, Ben is a team 
member for RCIA, and 
Michele is a Martha, 
Eucharistic Minister and 
Sacristan. In addition, they 
both sit on the Stewardship 
Council. 

“The Stewardship 
Council promotes 
hospitality, and we really 
do our best to be hospitable 
to our fellow parishioners,” 
Ben says. “It’s affected 
my relationship to the 
community as I am very 
eager to meet parishioners 
I haven’t met yet.”

Their faith lives have 
also been enriched by their 
participation. 

“My spiritual life has 
been great,” Ben says. 
“St. Raphael provides 

an atmosphere for you 
to foster your faith. It 
provides a lot of avenues 
and ways for you to get 
closer to Christ, through 
the easy access of the 
pastors and staff and all 
the programs that they 
offer. It provides a great 
opportunity for growth 
with Christ.”

For Ben and Michele, 
this is more than just a 
parish — it is a family and 
a home. 

“St. Raphael has been 
and will always be home,” 
Michele says. “There is a 
sense of familiarity that 
fosters your faith. Faith 
makes you vulnerable 
and it’s important to 
share your faith in a 
community in which you 
feel comfortable.”

At Home in Our Parish
Ben and Michele Brant

“My spiritual life has been great. St. Raphael 
provides an atmosphere for you to foster your 

faith. It provides a lot of avenues and ways 
for you to get closer to Christ, through the 

easy access of the pastors and staff and all the 
programs that they offer. It provides a great 

opportunity for growth with Christ.” 
— Ben Brant

Michele and Ben Brant at their wedding with Fr. Tim Gareau and 
Fr. Steve Breck (former parochial vicar).
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(PAC) as Worship Space? continued from cover

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

How about funerals and weddings?

Funerals will continue to be held at St. Raphael 
during construction of the new church. All funeral 
arrangements will be handled in the same way as they 
are presently. Funeral Masses will be held in the PAC.

Weddings will also be held in the PAC, or at a 
designated neighboring Catholic Church, according to 
the following policy during construction:

1. Call St. Raphael Parish for availability of the priest.
2. Choose between St. Bernadette in Westlake, St. Joseph 

in Avon Lake, or St. Christopher in Rocky River — or 
have the wedding in the St. Raphael Parish Activity 
Center.
3. St. Raphael Parish will call as to the agreed upon date 
of the wedding to schedule it with St. Bernadette, St. 
Joseph or St. Christopher.
4. Weddings are at 1:30 p.m. as we will continue to have 
confessions at St. Raphael at 3 p.m.
5. Dr. Andy Kereky will handle rehearsals.
6. Bill Toler will handle the music.
Please look for more information on “Praying in the 
PAC” in future monthly newsletters!


