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A little over 800 years ago, St. Francis was passing by 
the church of San Damiano in Assisi, Italy when he 

felt inspired by the Holy Spirit to enter inside and pray. 
There, kneeling before the crucifix, St. Francis heard a 
voice saying, “Francis, go and repair my house which, as 
you see, is falling into ruin.” Initially St. Francis thought 
God wanted him to literally rebuild the collapsing church 
building, but over time the Holy Spirit revealed that God 
was calling St. Francis to rebuild the spiritual, rather than 
the physical church. Ultimately, St. Francis answered that 
call to rebuild God’s Church by living a life of stewardship 
rooted in a deep spirituality. And as we can learn from 
parishioner Mark Carroll, it’s a way of life that has as 
much relevance today as it did 800 years ago.

“I am actively involved in the parish, and conversely 
it is actively involved in me,” Mark says. “Parish life and 
involvement is the gift that keeps on giving – providing 
so many ways to become involved in your faith and live 
that faith every day.”

You also change and evolve by being involved.  As 
you meet new people and do what you can, when you can, 
your involvement slowly takes you in a new direction. 
Mark says that his own involvement in the parish started 
with St. Raphael’s Men’s Group, which meets on the 
first and third Saturday of each month for coffee, prayer 
intentions, song, a Gospel reflection, and small group 
discussions. For Mark, this was a springboard for his 
involvement in other ministries such as serving as a 
Eucharistic Minister, lector and sacristan.

“Stewardship is a way of parceling out so much 

more than dollars and cents,” 
Mark says. “Stewardship 
is part of everything we do 
daily. We allocate resources, 
our time – which never seems 
to be our own – and we share 
the many talents that God 
has graciously provided us to 
share. As St. Francis lay dying he said to the brothers 
gathered, ‘I have done what is mine to do, may Christ 
teach you what you are to do.’  Through prayer, spiritual 
growth and parish involvement, perhaps Christ might 
“teach us what we are to do.”

While stewardship is about putting faith into action, 
to do so requires a deep spirituality. Perhaps no saint 
better personifies this than St. Francis of Assisi, who 
nourished his spirituality which then fueled his work. In 
other words, the same St. Francis who wrote Canticle of 
the Creatures, meditated and fasted, also went out into 
the world to spread the Gospel, help the poor, and be the 
hands and feet of Christ on this earth. And it is St. Francis 
who has had a big impact on Mark’s spiritual journey, so 
much so that in 2009 he became a professed member of 
the Secular Franciscan Order. 

Established by St. Francis, the Secular Franciscan Order 
is a lay order of men and women who strive to live a Gospel 
life according to the examples set by St. Francis and St. 
Clare. To become a Secular Franciscan involves three years 
of formation – Orientation, Inquiry, and Candidacy – to 
study the Franciscan way of life by combining Scripture, the 
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Parishioner Mark Carroll has been 
a professed member of the Secular 

Franciscan Order since 2009.
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MarCh MadneSS MeanS 
Food For Hungry, 
growtH in Spirit 
FOr StudentS

Basketball will be front and 
center this month with the 

March Madness brackets – but at 
St. Raphael School, our game plan 
will have our students Marching the 
Madness Out of Hunger.

But in the midst of the Madness, 
the students have the opportunity 
to grow spiritually during Lent.

“They gain the knowledge, 
especially because this is during Lent, 
about giving alms and praying for the 
people who are hungry,” says Roger 
Brooks, fourth-grade teacher. “They 
are praying and also learning what it 
means to be Christian by giving.”

Mr. Brooks originally began 
the Marching the Madness Out 
of Hunger for the fourth grade, 
but Principal Ann Miller took the 
project school-wide last year.

“Without her support, it 
wouldn’t get done,” Mr. Brooks says.

Beginning the week of March 8, St. 
Raphael’s students will begin bringing  
canned food to their classrooms. 

Once the class reaches 35 cans, the 
class receives a pennant for a college 
team that is hung in the front of the 
classroom. When the March Madness 
brackets are announced on March 15, 
each class knows where its team stands 
in the bracket. The class holding the 
winning team in the bracket at the end 
of the games gets a “dress down day.”

During all the excitement, Mr. 
Brooks has the opportunity to watch 
the students’ spiritual growth.

“I think it’s fantastic!” he says. 
“They’re helping people and get to see 
how much fun it is to work together as 
a group and help someone out.”

Mr. Brooks says he developed 
the idea as a research project. When 
the students collected the necessary 
cans, they received their college 
pennant, but they also had to 
research and write a four-paragraph 
paper on that college. 

“The kids really got into it,” he 
says. “They were all excited about 
March Madness, so I said, if you’re 

talking about it, we’ll write about it. 
They had to find out what the college 
is known for, not just sports.”

The research and writing exercise 
has also gone school-wide, Roger says.

“I love it when a small college 
gets into the brackets,” he says. 
“So the students have to find out 
about that school.”

Last year, the students collected 
more than 5,000 food items. The 
classes compete against each other, 
so Mr. Brooks is confident this year 
will be successful, as well. Each 
class posts its daily total on a white 
board outside its room. 

“So if one class posts it has 135 
items, another class will say, ‘We can’t 
let that happen!’” Mr. Brooks laughs.

Parents also get involved in 
helping their children learn about 
giving.

“It’s not just the students running 
home and raiding the pantry,” Mr. 
Brooks says. “They have to do dishes, 
or other chores to earn cans or items to 
donate from home.”

Parents also volunteer to drive 
the collected items to the agencies 
receiving the food, he says. These 
include the St. Joseph Homeless 
Shelter in Lorain; St. Mary’s Food 
Pantry in Elyria; St. Malachi and 
St. Ignatius of Antioch, both in 
Cleveland.

For information about helping 
with Marching the Madness Out 
of Hunger, please call St. Raphael 
School at 440-871-6760.
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St.Raphael

remember and Celebrate 
What God has done for us

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

Easter is quickly drawing upon us. We, as a faith community, 
look to celebrate God’s saving activity in the gift of the 

Resurrection. How deeply we long and yearn for our God who 
loves us unconditionally. Jesus is risen, just as He foretold! 
This new and everlasting covenant has been established by the 
blood of His cross and remains with us forevermore! What a 
blessing, what a gift! May we continue to be drawn deeply into 
the mysteries of our faith and the miracle of Easter this year.

During these final days of Lent, be sure to take the opportunity 
to spend some quality time with Our Lord. Let us openly walk 
with Jesus through Holy Week and fully embrace the passion, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus through the ceremonies that are 
made available to us. The mystery of Passion Sunday with the 
palms reminds us of the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, 
the city where He gave His life for us; Holy Thursday, which 
recalls the institution of the Eucharist (the source and summit 
of our faith) and the gift of priesthood (the source of service in 
Jesus); Good Friday, which asks us to follow the path of Jesus’ 
suffering and death on the cross and embrace the redemptive 
value that the cross holds out to us; and Easter, the culmination 
of these days of grace and strength.

Please join us during Holy Week, Easter and well beyond. 
How important it is to gather as a faith community to remember 
and celebrate what God has done for us. All are welcomed and 
encouraged.

The Pastoral Staff here at St. Raphael extends a heartfelt 
“thank you” to all of our parishioners. Your dedication, 
support, and love for the Lord encourage us in our ministry. 
You are an Easter People! You live in the light and the love 
of the Lord and inspire us greatly! May we continue to work 
together in building God’s Kingdom and extending Easter joy 
to all those we meet. May the grace of the Risen Christ be with 
you and your loved ones.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor

Fr. Tim Gareau, Pastor
Tish Bush

Maureen Mayer
Fr. Ryan Cubera 

Barbara Cunningham
Ann Miller

Fr. Al Krupp
Mark Cunningham

Pat Ranallo
Deacon Larry Gregg

Ellen Grady
Nora Ruddy

Deacon Tom Senn
Joanne Hout
Terri Telepak

Roger Andrachik
Andy Kereky

Bill Toler
Clare Blake
Ashley Klug

Kathy Witmer
Brian Blayney
Amy Lashutka
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These days, for many women, 
taking time out of a hectic 

schedule to spend a day in quiet time 
with our Lord is a privilege that most 
aren’t able to enjoy very often. The 
annual St. Raphael Women’s Retreat 
is designed to offer the women of our 
parish just that – a full day to quiet 
their hearts and minds to reflect on 
their faith during Lent. 

“The main purpose of the 
Women’s Retreat is to allow women 
to be able to step away from their 
busy schedules,” says Ann Jensen, 
Women’s Retreat Ministry member 
who organizes registration for the 
retreat every year. “We want our 
women to be able to spend some time 
during Lent, to just stop and be able 
to rest from everything you have to 
do. Come and forget about all your 
activities and responsibilities, and 
just focus on the spiritual. We want 
the women of our parish to have that 
time to really sit down and be with 
the Lord and with each other.”

The retreat this year will be 
held on March 14. The day begins 
with the 8:30 a.m. Mass, followed 
by registration and breakfast, 
which allows the women to spend 
some time in fellowship to start the 
morning. The theme this year will 
be “Reflections of Mary and the 
Passion,” focusing on Mary, Jesus, 
the Passion, and the Crucifixion. Dr. 
Andy Kereky, St. Raphael’s Director 
of Spiritual Development, will give 
a talk on Mary and the Passion, 
followed by Reconciliation in the 
afternoon, and then the day will end 
with a reflection by Dr. Kereky.

Ann and the rest of the Women’s 
Retreat Ministry members are doing 
everything they can to encourage 
all women of our parish to come to 
the retreat. They are offering child 
care for the first time this year, and 
have even been known to provide 
transportation for women who can 
not get to the retreats on their own. 

“We try and make it easy for 

everyone to come,” Ann says. “If 
they want to come or need to come, 
we make sure that they are able. 
Just spending quiet time with Christ 
and with other Catholic women is 
so powerful. Sometimes, it really 
changes your life. I’ve heard women 
say that these retreats really touch 
them, and that’s something that 
stays with them for a long time. 
Sometimes, I even get ‘thank you’ 
notes from women who tell me that 
they continue to reflect on the things 
they learned at the retreat even 
weeks or months later. Sometimes, 
you see women walk out of here and 
know that some burden has been 
taken away, or that they have this 
deeper relationship with Christ and 
with the other women, and that’s 
just something so special to see.”

Ann has been working with 
the retreat team for over 10 years. 
She enjoys being able to use her 
unique talent for the good of the 
women of our parish, and has 

Reflections of Mary and the Passion
2015 St. raphael Women’s retreat

Nancy Czupik introducing Sr. Cheryl 
Rose, HM at the 2014 Retreat

Sr. Cheryl Rose, HM       Attendees at the 2014 Retreat
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Reflections of Mary and the Passion
2015 St. raphael Women’s retreat

come to really value the community 
that these retreats help to build within 
St. Raphael.

“I love feeling like I am doing 
something for the Church,” Ann says. 
“This is something that I can do for 
St. Raphael, and for the women of St. 
Raphael in particular. I enjoy doing 
it and every year I get something out 
of it. I think these retreats help build 
community in that you’re able to meet 
these other women in the parish, and 
you build a relationship with these 
women. You have something shared, 
even if it’s only for a day, and that 
brings a connection to the women 
who are at the retreat.”

For more information on the 
Women’s Retreat, please contact Ann 
Jensen at 440-899-9219, or via email at 
Raphaelwomenretreat@hotmail.com. 

Registration forms can be found 
at www.saintraphaelparish.com, as 
well as in the parish office.

“I think these retreats help build community in 
that you’re able to meet these other women in the 

parish, and you build a relationship with these 
women. You have something shared, even if it’s 

only for a day, and that brings a connection to the 
women who are at the retreat.” – Ann Jensen

Logo for 2015 Retreat, “Reflections of Mary and the Passion” with 
Dr. Andy Kereky, Director of Spiritual Development, St. Raphael

 The women take some time to reflect and share during 
Sr. Cheryl’s presentation

2015 Retreat Team Meeting, February 2015. (From left) Karen Kozsey, Joanne Hout, Chrisann 
Zuchowski, Pat Donofrio, Ann Jensen, Nancy Czupik, Marilyn Libens, Carol McDonald.
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The divine Mercy Chaplet Is Coming to St. raphael 
Jesus, I trust in You!

Divine Mercy Novena 
April 3-11 

every day at 3 p.m. 
(starts Good Friday at 4:30 p.m.) 

St. raphael Church
 

The Divine Mercy Novena will be prayed in 
community every day at 3:00 p.m. (except Good 

Friday when it will be at 4:30 p.m.).  The chaplet prayers 
will be distributed.  Please bring a rosary.

The message of Divine Mercy is that God is merciful. 
He is love itself poured out for us, and He wants no one 
to escape that merciful love. He wants us to turn to Him 
with trust and repentance while it is still a time of mercy, 
before He comes as the Just Judge. 

In 1931, Jesus appeared to St. Faustina Kowalska 
dressed in white with one hand raised in blessing and 
the other hand on his heart where two rays of red and 
white lights came out. Throughout the 1930s, Jesus spoke 
and appeared to St. Faustina and asked her to make the 
message of Divine Mercy known. He told St. Faustina that 
He will pour out great mercy to those who trust in Him. 
He also told her about great graces for those who will 
recite the Divine Mercy Novena (starts on Good Friday) 
and participate in Divine Mercy Sunday (Sunday after 
Easter Sunday). He encourages souls to pray the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet for the sick and the dying, and especially 
at the 3 o’clock hour (the time of his death).

The Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed on a rosary with 
prayers,  “Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of  Your dearly beloved son, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ in atonement for our sins and those of the 
whole world” and “For the sake of His sorrowful passion, 
Have mercy on us.”

Pope St. John Paul II canonized St. Faustina on April 
30, 2000 as the first saint of the Great Jubilee Year and 
announced that the Second Sunday of Easter would 
be celebrated as Divine Mercy Sunday throughout the 
universal Church.

From Divine Mercy in My Soul by St. Faustina:
•	 “Encourage souls to say the chaplet which I have 

given you” (1541).
•	 “Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at 

the hour of death” (687).
•	 “When they say this chaplet in the presence of 

the dying, I will stand between My Father and 
the dying person, not as the Just Judge but as the 
Merciful Savior” (1541).

•	 “I desire to grant unimaginable graces to those 
souls who trust in My mercy” (687).

•	 “Through the chaplet you will obtain everything, if 
what you ask for is compatible with My will” (1731).  
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Confessions
Wednesday, April 1– 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 4 – 3:00-5:00 p.m.

Passion Sunday, March 29
Saturday Vigil Masses, March 28 – 4:30 and 7 p.m.
Sunday Masses, March 29 – 7:30, 9:30, 11 a.m., 12:30 p.m.

Monday, March 30
Masses at 7:45 and 9:15 a.m.

Tuesday, March 31
Masses at 7:45 and 9:15 a.m.
Chrism Mass at 7 p.m., St. John Cathedral

Wednesday, April 1
Mass at 7:45 a.m.
Confessions 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Tenebrae at 8:30 p.m.

Holy Week 2015
Holy Thursday, April 2
(No Morning Masses)
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:30 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration in the Zwilling Room until 
11 p.m.

Good Friday, April 3
(No Masses)
Stations of the Cross at Noon
Celebration of Our Lord’s Passion

Liturgy of the Word
Veneration of the Cross
Holy Communion at 3:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 4
(No Morning Masses)
Blessing of Food at 1:30 p.m.
Confessions 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Easter Vigil Mass at 8:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 5
Resurrection of Our Lord
Masses in PAC – 7:30, 9:30, 11 a.m., 12:30 p.m.
Masses in the Lunch Room – 9:30 and 11 a.m.
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St.Raphael

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil:	4:30	and	7:00	p.m.	│	Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.

Weekday Mass:	M,	T,	W,	F,	7:45	a.m.	│	M,	T,	Th,	F,	9:15	a.m.	│	Saturday,	8:30	a.m.	
Confessions:	Saturdays	3:00	-	4:00	p.m.	│	Eucharistic Adoration:	Friday	10:00	a.m.	-	Saturday	4:00	p.m.
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

writings of St. Francis and St. Clare, along with the Rule of 
Life and General Constitution, on a pathway to profession. 
Ever mindful of the words of St. Francis, who reminds us to 
preach the Gospel through our actions, Secular Franciscans 
strive to live life in such a way that actions speak more loudly 
than words, for it is through our actions that the Gospel 
message truly comes alive.

“Living the life of a Secular Franciscan is about 
becoming a servant,” Mark says. “It provides a way to 
follow Christ in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi. It 
is about stewardship, giving of ourselves to others, and 
managing the limited resources of creation for the benefit 
of all. The Rule and Life of the Secular Franciscan is to 
observe the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by following 

the example set by St. Francis of Assisi. My favorite part 
of the rule is that Secular Franciscans should devote 
themselves especially to careful reading of the Gospel, 
going from Gospel to life, and from life to Gospel.”

In the end, God’s words to St. Francis to build His 
church are still being spoken every day to each and every 
one of us. And as we can learn from Mark, when we are 
grounded in faith, prayer and spirituality, you are taking 
that first step in being good stewards of our gifts and 
answering God’s call to do His work here on earth.

If anyone is interested in learning more about the 
Secular Franciscan Order, please contact Mark Carroll at 
216-854-6517 or mcarroll09@me.com.


