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Choose an art piece that resonates with 
you. Choose a piece that speaks to you 

about where you were in your faith, where 
you are, or where you want to be. 

For Julie, the piece was a depiction of 
Christ’s Baptism in the River Jordan.

“I was struck by how much comfort 
there was in seeing Christ being baptized 
as an adult, knowing I would be too,” 
says Julie Scanlan. “The wonderful first 
impression of a Mass at St. Raphael finally 
prompted me to begin the RCIA process, 
and visiting the art museum was a nice 
touch to that process.”

With details like the visit to the 
Cleveland Museum of Art, the Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
at St. Raphael helps catechumens and 
candidates consider what the process is 
really about – an intimate connection with 
Christ. 

“The goal is to establish a relationship with Christ 
in the church, and the catechetics will deepen over their 
journey as disciples,” says Fr. Ryan Cubera. “There is 
something life giving about sharing with these people 
and being a part of their journey and growing in the 
faith together.”

Each year, the program begins in early September 
with meetings that blend reflections on the upcoming 
Gospel with reflections on the faith and field trips from 
the cathedral to the art museum. Though the meetings 
are typically held in the evening, individualized 
options are available depending upon each person’s 
availability and needs. 

“Establish a Relationship With Christ in the Church”

RCIA at St. Raphael

continued on page 5
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Stewardship
Giving

During the Summer Season

“We’ve stopped delivery of 
the newspaper and mail. 

We’ve taken the dog to the kennel. 
The iron is unplugged, and the 
stove is turned off. Is there anything 
else we need to do before we leave 
on vacation?”

Aren’t you forgetting 
something? Did you remember to 
write a check to your parish for the 
Sundays you’ll be gone?

“But I won’t be at Mass at 
home those Sundays. Can’t I skip 
those envelopes when I’m away? 
After all, I’ll put a dollar or two, or 
maybe even five, in the collection at 
the church where we visit. Isn’t that 
enough?”

Many Americans, whether we 
have school-aged children at home 
or not, mentally operate on a school 
year calendar. We assume our 
organizations operate September 
through May and then take it easy 
during June, July and August. 
And to some extent, many parish 
activities do function on such a 
schedule. Our parish may not hold 
Religious Education classes during 
the summer. Our choirs frequently 
take a break. Even many of the 
parish staff members take summer 

vacations! Can’t our giving take a 
vacation during the summer, too?

Even as we form the question 
in our mind, we know the answer. 
The prime reason for keeping up 
our pledge all summer long is that 
God doesn’t go on vacation. He 
continues to sustain us throughout 
the summer months. He persists 
in pouring out blessings on us, 
even during the hottest weather. 
He keeps on meeting us in His 
sacramental presence when we go 
to Mass wherever we travel. As 
God remains faithful to us during 
the summer, we are called to be 
faithful in our commitments to Him 
and our parish family, even during 
our vacation time. 

God’s steadfastness in giving 
to us is the primary reason for us 
to respond by being faithful in our 
stewardship toward Him. But there 
is a practical reason also why we 
need to keep up our pledges of time, 
talent and treasure throughout the 
summer — the Church needs our 
involvement year-round.

Even though some parish 
activities are reduced during the 
summer months, the parish’s 
expenses are not. After all, there are 

still Sunday Masses and weekday 
Masses, too. The parish staff 
members still need their salaries. 
And of course, we need to run the air 
conditioning in our church during 
the hot summer months. Despite 
the fact that some parish functions 
are suspended, other activities may 
take place, such as Vacation Bible 
School. And although the regular 
parish Religious Education program 
may be suspended, the summer 
expenses are often the highest as 
textbooks and other supplies are 
bought for the upcoming school 
year. Our parish has to pay its bills 
on a year-round basis, just like your 
family. 

Our parish plans a budget 
for the year, taking into account 
the commitments that you, 
the members, have made. If 
parishioners do not live out their 
financial commitments to the 
parish, the budget will not balance. 

Our giving needs to be 
maintained throughout the 
summer, just as God maintains His 
generosity to us. Our stewardship 
is a response to God’s gifts. And 
God pours out His gifts and His 
grace upon us all year long.
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The prime reason for keeping up our pledge all 
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Our Lives are Filled With
Examples of Good Stewardship

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

We do not have to look very 
hard to find examples of 

stewardship in our lives. It starts 
right here in our own parish. Think of 
the people who serve us in so many 
ways. There is a group of wonderful 
people who are here at the parish, 
sometimes every day, helping to 
make our faith community operate 
effectively, especially in terms of 
worship and liturgy. Then, of course, 
there are those who serve tirelessly 
and selflessly with our many parish 
ministries, which reach out to those 
around us — to those in need.

This kind of service — 
discipleship — is exactly what 
Christ was saying when He told us 
to “Love your neighbor.” Think of 
others in our Church, our communities and our lives who 
show us what it means to be a good steward. One of the 
first who comes to mind is our Holy Father, Pope Francis. 
His very life is a testament to what it means to serve — 
to be a good steward. In one of his recent homilies, the 
pope said, “Real power is service. Jesus reminded us 
‘He came not to be served, but to serve,’ and His service 
was the service of the Cross. For the Christian, getting 
ahead, progress, means humbling oneself. If we do not 
learn this Christian rule, we will never, ever be able to 
understand Jesus’ true message.” That is my message for 
both you and me — we must be willing, at times, to put 

our own comfort and desires aside 
for the needs of others. That is what 
true stewardship is really all about.

Summer is upon us — we are 
entering that time of year when 
things slow down a bit, and we tend 
to live life at a more relaxed pace. 
Nevertheless, it is not a time to let 
our faith lives slow down. In fact, it 
is a great time to enrich and focus on 
our faith and our God.

God’s creation is all around us. 
As we enjoy the summer season and 
bask in the sun, I hope you will take 
time to remember the wonders of 
His creation and His glorious gifts. 
We also must strive to renew our 
efforts to be good stewards every 
day by continuing to serve others, 

and to be thankful for the many living examples of 
stewardship we see at our parish and in our daily lives.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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How fitting is it that the holidays of Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day bookend the Baby Bottle Drive? 

This celebration of the sanctity of life has been a beloved 
annual tradition at St. Raphael for more than a decade. 

“The Baby Bottle Drive has been going on for more than 
10 years,” says Bev Nemec, who coordinates the ministry 
with her husband, Tom. “As Catholics, we believe in the 
sanctity of life from the moment of conception to natural 
death. This is one way to honor that.”

On Mother’s Day, there were bassinets set out with 
between 300 to 500 baby bottles. Parishioners were 
invited to take one home and fill them with loose change 
or other donations. The bottles are to be returned to the 
church on Father’s Day, June 14.

“That is a wonderful way to honor life,” Bev says. 
“We get individual checks or a family will fill the bottle 
with coins and paper money. The ones we love most 
are those filled with coins.  We have children who fill 
the bottles with their own coins.  This is a life-affirming 
activity that goes on for our whole parish community.”

The donations collected are sent to three organizations.
“We support Birthright, LifeWorks Ohio and 

Maggie’s Place,” Bev says.
Birthright is a non-profit charitable organization that 

is committed to offering free, non-judgmental help to 
women facing unplanned pregnancies. It is independent, 
interdenominational, and not affiliated with any singular 
religious or political group or public agency. It offers 
love, hope and support to each woman, to help her make 
a realistic plan for her future and the future of her unborn 
child. Services include free pregnancy tests, maternity 
and baby clothes, and referrals to medical, financial, 
legal, and employment sources. Birthright relies on 
financial and moral support of donors and volunteers. 

LifeWorks Ohio is a non-profit, non-partisan 
organization devoted entirely to education, which 
affirms the sanctity of human life from conception to 
natural death. Their “Choose Life!” education program 
is a course of study, emphasizing lessons which support 
a consistent ethic of life based on Christian/Catholic 
teaching, scientific facts and sociological studies.

Maggie’s Place is a non-profit organization that 
provides a safe and secure house of hospitality and 
ongoing support to help pregnant and parenting 
women 18 and over in need in the greater Cleveland 
area. The house provides a nurturing and stable home 
environment, maternity and infant supplies, weekly life 
skills courses, a savings program, and access to state 
programs, education and counseling.

The Baby Bottle Ministry was first organized more 
than 10 years ago by Marilyn Maher and Al Stenger, both 
deceased. Tom and Bev worked with Marilyn and her 
husband, Ed, on other parish projects, such as Adopt a 
Family. The Nemecs had volunteered because of their 
strong belief in fostering respect for life, and their work 
with the Baby Bottle Drive follows that belief.

“When Marilyn was with us, we volunteered to help 
with the preparations – we ordered bottles, tied bows with 
tags bearing a prayer for life, and asked that parishioners 
take a bottle on Mother’s Day and return it on Father’s 

Baby Bottle Drive Fosters Respect for Life

Teddy Maher, 2, son of Colleen Maher and grandson of Baby Bottle 
Drive co-founder Marilyn Maher, looks forward to helping with the 
Baby Bottle Drive when the bottles are collected on Father’s Day.
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Baby Bottle Drive Fosters Respect for Life
Day,” Bev says. “That’s how we got involved. Then 
Marilyn asked us, as we were both retired, to help 
with the actual rolling and counting coins, counting 
the money and making bank deposits.”

“All the money goes through the parish office,” 
Tom says. “They issue the checks to the organizations. 
Over the last 10 years, we’ve collected about $6,300 
each year. It really does help the organizations. Fr. 
Tim has been a strong supporter of us.”

Both agree that the Baby Bottle Drive is one way 
to bring the parish together, from children to adults. 

“They all look forward to it,” Bev says.
Now Marilyn’s daughter, Colleen, carries on her 

mother’s legacy by volunteering with the drive. Her 
son, Teddy, 2, also helps.

“He’s a big help to us,” Bev says. “We have the 
third generation taking part.”

Anyone interested in helping with the Baby 
Bottle Drive may call Bev or Tom at 440-871-8949.

RCIA at St. Raphael  continued from front cover

“That is a wonderful way to 
honor life. We get individual 
checks or a family will fill the 

bottle with coins and paper 
money. The ones we love most 

are those filled with coins.  
We have children who fill the 
bottles with their own coins.” 

– Bev Nemec

“There was a great diversity among those in RCIA,” 
Fr. Ryan says. “We had individuals from other Christian 
traditions and one individual who grew up Muslim. As 
we were sharing over the Scriptures each week, I was 
impressed, edified and moved by the faith present in 
these men and women.”

For James Barnewall, coming into the Church at 
Easter was the last step into full communion with the 
community. For over 27 years, James has taught at St. 
Edward High School, and for the past 16 years he has 
attended St. Raphael Church with his family.

“With this constant association with these Catholic 
institutions, I knew I agreed and followed the teachings 
and philosophies of the Catholic Church,” James says. 
“For me, a big part was missing in not being able to 
partake in the Eucharist with everyone. I decided it was 
time to make the conversion so that I could feel like a 
complete member of the community.”

Since college, Julie had planned to start RCIA, 
and when her family moved to Bay Village and began 
attending St. Raphael, it was the right time.

“My husband and I have a 2-year-old who was 
baptized at St. Raphael, and we knew that this parish 
would be our new church home,” Julie says. “A sincere 
‘thank you’ to Fr. Ryan, as well as to the RCIA ‘alumni’ 
who came each week to offer insight and guide our 
discussions. It is a great feeling to see familiar faces in 
the church community, especially when you are one of 
its newest members!”

Both Julie and James appreciate the welcome and 
congratulations they received from members of the 
parish. They now continue on their journey as disciples 
with the faith community as we all strive for a greater 
relationship with Christ in the Church.

“I would like to thank St. Raphael, Fr. Ryan and all 
the others who attended to help and also to learn during 
the RCIA classes,” James says. “They helped make the 
class a fun and enjoyable experience.”

For more information about RCIA at St. Raphael, reach 
out to Fr. Ryan Cubera at the parish office at 440-871-1100.
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“Sing a new song to the Lord! 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 

Sing to the Lord; Praise His Name: 
declare His salvation day after day!” 
These words from Psalm 96 remind 
us that our lives are meant to be 
songs of joy that proclaim the Good 
News of salvation. When we come 
together to celebrate the liturgy, our 
music builds community through 
our shared praise of the God who 
loves each of us so much.

The design of our new church 
will help us lift our minds, hearts 
and voices to God in all forms of 
liturgical prayer – silence, speaking, 
listening, and singing. To help the 
congregation’s song, a new organ is 
being installed behind the assembly, 
which will support the entire 
congregation and be able to fill the 
new space with beautiful solo music, 
as well. The organ installation also 
features a rank behind the choir to 
support their singing. Our beautiful 
Steinway grand piano is being rebuilt, 
and will return to our worship space 
in like-new condition – it dates from 
the early 20th century!

Perhaps most exciting of all is the 
Music Ministry area of the church. It 
is incorporated into one of the six fan-
shaped sections of pews, so that the 
music ministers and the assembly are 
united as one. The choir will sing from 
choir stalls that can accommodate up 
to 75 singers, with flexible seating for 

other musicians. Our choir is a brand 
new parish choir called SERAPHIM. 
We sing at the 10 o’clock Mass on 
Sundays throughout the year.

Have you ever considered singing 
in a choir? Now is the perfect time 
to try out SERAPHIM. During the 
summer, we don’t rehearse during 
the week – during the school year 
we rehearse from 7-9 on Thursday 
evenings. “Summer Seraphim” is 
your chance to simply drop in any 
Sunday you’d like at 9:15. We will 
rehearse the music for 30 minutes, 
and then sing for the 10 o’clock Mass.

We are in need of around 10 bass 
singers, a few more tenors, eight or so 
altos, and any sopranos that would 
like to join us. You don’t need to 
read music, and there is no audition. 
Singing in a choir is a wonderful 
experience, and our choir members 
look forward to and are nourished by 
weekly rehearsal and music ministry 
at Sunday Mass.

Do you play a musical instrument 
that you would like to play during the 
liturgy? We are building an ensemble 
of musicians that can play together, 
in various combinations, and can 
provide solo obligato parts alongside 
the choir and organ/piano. If you 
are interested in playing, please 
contact Bill Toler at 440-871-1100 or 
choirmaster2000@yahoo.com.

If you don’t think you can join 
SERAPHIM, and if you don’t play an 

Sing a New 
Song to the Lord
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instrument, we still need you. “Singing a New Song to the Lord” is about 
much more than choirs and instruments. It’s mostly about raising a joyful 
noise to the Lord every time we gather for Mass.

“God has bestowed upon his people the gift of song. God dwells within each 
human person, in the place where music takes its source. Indeed, God, the giver of 
song, is present whenever his people sing his praises.”

This quote is the beginning of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
document entitled Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship. In it, the 
Church reflects on how important lifting up our voices is when we gather 
for liturgy. It is normative – that is, expected, usual and ordinary for us all 
to sing together. The bishops go on to say, “Unless music sounds, it is not 
music, and whenever it sounds, it is accessible to others. By its very nature 
song has both an individual and a communal dimension. Thus, it is no 
wonder that singing together in church expresses so well the sacramental 
presence of God to his people.”  

The full, active and conscious participation of the entire assembly is 
the goal above all other goals according to the Second Vatican Council’s 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy. This participation is both internal and 
external.  Internally, “Even when listening to the various prayers and 
readings of the Liturgy or to the singing of the choir, the assembly continues 
to participate actively.” Externally, our responses show and confirm for one 
another and ourselves our inner faith.  “The quality of our participation in 
such sung praise comes less from our vocal ability than from the desire of 
our hearts to sing together of our love for God. Participation in the Sacred 
Liturgy both expresses and strengthens the faith that is in us.” 

No matter whether you are considering joining SERAPHIM or playing 
an instrument – and we hope you are! – or if you are celebrating Mass in 
the assembly, your gift of music is important to your own spiritual life and 
that of our faith community. “Christ always invites us to enter into song, 
to rise above our own preoccupations, and to give our entire selves to the 
hymn of his Paschal Sacrifice for the honor and glory of the Most Blessed 
Trinity” (Sing to the Lord, USCCB). 

As we approach the opening of our new church in August, we do so 
as a community inspired to Sing a New Song to the Lord each and every 
time we gather in His Name! 

Music Ministry 
in a New 

Worship Space
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525 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, OH 44140

St.Raphael

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. │ Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., noon

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

JOIN US
for St. Raphael Night with 

the Lake Erie Crushers!
Wednesday, June 17, at 7:05 p.m.

Avon, Ohio
Tickets are $9 each.

To purchase tickets or for more information, please contact Carl Feldkircher at 
cafsr4@gmail.com or by phone at 440-892-7812.


