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For seminarian Andrew Hoover, 
the calling to the priesthood 

came in the form of serving and 
teaching others. 

“I really was awakened to a 
more sincere faith after I decided I 
was going to become a teacher [in 
college],” he says. “In that draw to 
teaching, I think there was also a call 
to teach through becoming a priest.”

Andrew, who grew up in 
Litchfield, Ohio, has been assigned 
to spend his summer here at St. 
Raphael. Raised Catholic, he valued 
his faith, but had a true spiritual 
awakening during his college years 
at Bowling Green State University.

“In college, I was plugged into a 
group of peers who really took their 
faith seriously, and that awakened 
a more sincere faith in myself. It really inspired me to 
an honest prayer life, and an honest seeking of holiness 
and God,” Andrew says. “In doing that, I started asking 
God, ‘What do you want me to do with my life?’”

At the time, Andrew was already working towards 
his degree in education. Upon his graduation, he 
found himself at a crossroads.

“I was torn between using my teaching degree, 
and also having an awareness that God might be 

calling me to something else,” 
Andrew says. “I considered going 
to the seminary right after college, 
and had a conversation with a 
vocational director, but I ended 
up teaching high school science 
for two years in Lima, Ohio. I also 
coached football and basketball. 
But after two years of teaching, 
I realized that the seminary was 
where I needed to go.”

Andrew began seminary in 
2010, and is set to be ordained as a 
transitional deacon in late October. 
Until then, he will be with us here 
at St. Raphael, experiencing the 
different aspects of parish life.

“Currently, my role is mostly 
presence and learning – soaking in 
as much of parish life as I can,” he 

says. “One of the things I had hoped for this assignment 
was a larger parish, because that hasn’t really been a 
part of my experience yet. I like to see the interaction 
between parishioners, priests and staff, the organization, 
and what it takes to minister in this sort of situation. 
I’ve been at St. Raphael for a couple weeks, and I have 
found the people here to be extraordinarily welcoming. 
There’s a lot of opportunities to get involved, and there 
are great priests and a great staff.”

Seminarian Andrew Hoover 
Comes to St. Raphael

Seminarian Andrew Hoover
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Moving Toward 
God-Centered Living

If you were asked to explain 
the relationship between 

stewardship and your Catholic 
faith, could you do it?

It may, at first, seem too difficult a 
task. But if we take our faith seriously, 
we are already being persuaded 
to live our lives in light of Church 
teaching. We will therefore improve 
as stewards of God’s gifts. So it should 
not be difficult to make a connection 
between Catholicism and Christian 
stewardship. However, many of 
us struggle with articulating this 
connection, or do not understand how 
stewardship is connected to our faith.

We often attempt to 
compartmentalize different parts 
of our lives, separating work from 
family, and our social life from our 
faith life. Then we struggle and resist 
when it is suggested that our faith 
life is our life, belonging in every 
part of our daily activities – at work, 
at home and with our friends. 

An essay written by Bill 
McKibben in the July 1999 issue of 
Harper’s relates that the writer once 
held an experiment, requesting that 
people record everything that came 
across a large cable-TV system. He 
then spent a year watching it, “trying 
to figure out what the world would 
look like to you if this were your main 
window onto it.”  He discovered that 
“you are the most important thing on 
earth. You sitting there on the couch 
clutching the remote, are the center 
of creation, the heaviest object in the 

known universe; all things orbit your 
desires. This Bud’s for You.”

This is, of course, why so many 
of us fail to make a real connection 
between stewardship and our faith. 
Stewardship, by definition, assumes 
God as the center of reality — the 
point upon which everything lives 
and exists. But we often live our lives 
as if we ourselves are that point. Even 
our faith is geared to what “I can get 
out of it.”  If we don’t like our parish’s 
architecture, priest, music program 
or choir director, then we just don’t 
contribute to the parish fund. If our 
parish doesn’t have a youth program 
to our liking, a thriving singles group 
or a thoroughly networked senior 
citizen’s advocacy organization, 
then we just move to another parish 
that does. We are in turn perceiving 
our faith in terms of “products” that 
we dislike, and are simply choosing 
not to buy.

We may also misunderstand 
stewardship as being primarily 

beneficial to ourselves, believing that 
God will bless us more, that we will 
be recognized as conscientious, or 
that it’s simply tax deductible.

But what if we start seeing 
stewardship as a natural consequence 
of realizing that our Savior Jesus 
Christ is the center of life? What if we 
begin to intentionally will to allow 
God to be the dominant influence in 
every factor of our lives? Stewardship 
would then take care of itself.

The Catholic faith begins and 
ends with God, the Creator and Giver 
of every gift. How we use these gifts 
is a direct reflection of our personal 
relationship to God. Most of us are 
primarily self-oriented consumers of 
goods, and we often use our gifts for 
self-gratification. Our relationship 
with God is also usually geared 
toward pleasing ourselves instead of 
God. However, the absolute goal and 
essence of living the life of a Catholic 
steward is simple – to move toward 
God-centered living. 
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We Provide the Gifts, 
God Performs the Miracles

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

It is human nature to try to neatly 
place things into categories. 

If we categorize the miracles 
performed by Christ, the two 
largest groupings might fall 
under the headings “Healing” and 
“Feeding.”

This is exactly what we are 
about here at St. Raphael. At the 
base of all our liturgies is the 
Eucharist, when we come together 
in communion with the Lord and 
with one another to be both fed and 
healed. Even one of Christ’s most 
famous miracles – the Feeding 
of the Multitude – involved 
both healing and feeding from a 
spiritual and a literal perspective. 

The reason the large crowd 
gathered was because Jesus’ 
reputation as a healer had spread 
and grown. He felt compassion for 
that crowd, which is another way 
of saying He loved them and felt 
sorry that they were hungry due to 
their willingness to sit and be with 
Him for so long. Recognizing it was 
late in the day and that many of 
them had not eaten, Jesus literally 
fed them – but that day, He didn’t 
stop with physical nourishment.  
He also fed them spiritually with 

His words, and simultaneously, 
healed their wounded hearts by 
preaching a message of hope and 
forgiveness in the midst of a dark 
and hardened world.

The narrative of Christ taking 
a small amount of food and using 
it to feed thousands is familiar to 
all of us. It is reported in all four 
Gospels. However, I would like 
to highlight one aspect of that 
miracle. It all started with one boy 
who was willing to share what 
little he had. Because the boy made 
the gift of his fishes and loaves, 
the Lord took it and multiplied it 
many times over, nourishing so 
many more people than what that 
little bit initially could.

Isn’t that what we as a parish 
are called to do? We make gifts 
of our time, our talent, and our 
treasure as good stewards – but 
nevertheless, it is God who takes 
those gifts and performs miracles 
with them. Our goal is to give what 
we have so that Christ might use 
it, multiplying it to feed, to heal 
and draw a multitude of people 
closer to Him. 

The reality is that without the 
gifts, there can be no miracles, 

and without miracles, we are a 
hungry and broken people. Christ 
has come to renew, nourish, fulfill, 
and restore – and that, brothers 
and sisters, is what Christianity is 
all about.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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According to Kathy Palmieri, 
the coordinator of the Prayer 

Shawl Ministry here at St. Raphael, 
it does not really matter what you 
call them — prayer shawls, comfort 
shawls, peace shawls, or mantles. 
Instead, it’s the true, faithful 
intention that matters.

“The shawl maker begins 
with prayers and blessings for the 
recipient,” she says. “Those prayer 
intentions continue throughout 
the creation of the shawl. Upon 

“Clothing One of the Lord’s Loved Ones”
The Prayer Shawl Ministry

completion, a final blessing is 
offered before the shawl is sent on 
its way.”

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
is relatively new to St. Raphael, 
having been established in April 
of this year, under the inspiration 
and leadership of Kathy Palmieri. 
Kathy notes why this ministry 
seemed important and appropriate 
to her.

“Because of a situation with my 
back, I am disabled,” she says. “As 
stewardship has been promoted 
here in the parish, and as Father 
and others kept encouraging us to 
do something, to get involved, I 
wondered what I could do, what 
I might have to offer, because of 
my limitations. I was always really 
conscious of this as I traveled 
to Mass on Sunday mornings. 
Someone had said something about 
using your skills for the benefit 
of others, and I kept thinking to 
myself, ‘What do I do really well?’ 
It probably sounds funny, but it hit 
me that I was really good at two 
things – lying on the couch, and 
knitting. Then I heard about this 
ministry at another parish, and I 
looked into it. It was something 
that I could do lying on the couch 
and knitting, with the inclusion 
of another important element —  
prayer.”

Kathy soon found two other 
women who would assist — one 
who could crochet, and another 
who said, “If you teach me how 
to knit, I will help, too.” From that 
beginning, the ministry has grown 

to 15 participants, some of whom 
meet every other week to work 
together and to pray together. 

In her research, Kathy 
discovered that two ladies in New 
Jersey began the Prayer Shawl 
movement in the 1990s. Kathy also 
found this explanation: “Shawls…
made for centuries universal and 
embracing, symbolic of an inclusive 
and unconditionally loving God…
they wrap, enfold, comfort, give 
solace, mother, hug, shelter, and 
beautify. Those who have received 
these shawls have been uplifted 
and affirmed, as if given wings to 
fly above their troubles.”

The process is very basic. The 
shawl makers seldom know who 
the recipient of the shawl will be, 
but they are committed to praying 
for that individual throughout 
the process. When a shawl has 
been completed, it is delivered to 
the parish office. Then, anyone 
who would like a shawl, either 
for themselves or for someone 
near and dear to them, can go to 
the office and request one. They 
receive the packet with the shawl 
in it, along with a brochure with 
prayers. There are no requirements 
as to why they need a shawl or even 
as to whether they are Catholic to 
receive a shawl. Kathy emphasizes 
that the shawls are symbols of 
love – people sometimes feel that 
the shawls are only for the poor, 
but that is not the case. They are 
intended to provide real comfort, 
either physical or spiritual.

“As I am making a prayer shawl 

“As I am making a 
prayer shawl and praying 
constantly for the 
recipient, I feel closer to 
God and closer to people 
everywhere. It is as if I 
am clothing one of the 
Lord’s loved ones. To me, 
the shawls are the Arms of 
God embracing a person 
and giving them love.” 
– Kathy Palmieri
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“Clothing One of the Lord’s Loved Ones”
The Prayer Shawl Ministry

This summer, Andrew will also work on several 
projects – including one that will involve ministry to the 
sick and homebound – and will also contribute to several 
different lay ministries and liturgical ministries. Andrew 
is also looking forward to the parish’s move to its new 
church building next month.

“It’s exciting!” he says. “It’s a unique experience, and I 
think it’s a great time for the parish to be building a church. 
In terms of how we understand our faith, that space can 
communicate what we believe, what we celebrate, and it 
can commission how we go out into the world and also 
how we come together to worship as a community.”

After he is ordained as a deacon this fall, Andrew will 
return to the parish once again, taking a more active role 
in the Mass and learning what it’s like to be a parish priest.

“As a deacon, I’ll be here from Saturday afternoons 
to Monday evenings, and a lot of that will revolve 
around the Mass and serving as a deacon for some of 
those weekend Masses,” Andrew says. “It’ll also involve 
learning the ways of marriage preparation, and meeting 
with those couples.”

“I’m also excited about experiencing the same 
parish in a different setting,” Andrew adds. “I’m 
looking forward to getting to know the different 
particular experiences of faith in the community, 
among a group of people who are all celebrating, 
professing and living the same faith.”

Please be sure to continue to welcome Andrew as 
he continues on his journey to the priesthood here at 
St. Raphael!

“I like to see the interaction between parishioners, priests and staff, the organization, and 
what it takes to minister in this sort of situation. I’ve been at St. Raphael for a couple of 
weeks, and I have found the people here to be extraordinarily welcoming. There’s a lot of 

opportunities to get involved, and there are great priests and a great staff.” – Andrew Hoover
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and praying constantly for the recipient, 
I feel closer to God and closer to people 
everywhere,” Kathy says. “It is as if I am 
clothing one of the Lord’s loved ones. 
To me, the shawls are the Arms of God 
embracing a person and giving them 
love.”

Because of her own struggles with 
how she could participate and contribute 
to the parish in some way, Kathy notes 
that it’s important to realize that everyone 
has a gift – even if it’s not always easy to 
realize just what that gift may be.

“I used to feel so unfulfilled,” she 
says. “I found my place with God’s help. 
Everyone can find their place if they turn 
to God and put their trust in Him.”

If you are 
interested in 
learning more 
about the 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, please 
call Kathy 
Palmieri at 
440-871-8758.
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The People God Chooses to Do His Will
Feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne — July 26

God raises up many saints for 
His Kingdom. The Father 

wishes to bring all men to Himself, 
and in order to do so, He calls 
all of us to do His will and to 
give ourselves for Him. In other 
words, God asks that we all strive 
to become saints. It was through 
people like you and I that the 
Lord brought salvation to a sinful 
world. He sent Christ to Earth to 
be born of a young Jewish girl and 
save humankind. 

It is hard to imagine Mary as 
anything like “you and I.” For 
starters, she was sinless from 
conception, and she grew up to be 
the mother of our Savior. But let’s 
change gears for a second. Imagine 
yourself as St. Anne, Mary’s 
mother. Unlike Mary, St. Anne was 
not conceived without sin — but 
nevertheless, she would one day 
raise the Mother of God. That’s a 
pretty big deal! What was it about 
St. Anne that prompted God to give 
her such a significant role in the 
history of salvation? There’s no way 
to know for sure, but there is one 
thing we can definitely say about 
St. Anne — God uses those who put 
themselves at His service, and that 
is precisely what St. Anne did. 

Having grown up a Jew in 
Jerusalem, St. Anne married a 
shepherd named Joachim from 
Nazareth. According to tradition, 
the couple moved to Jerusalem and 
prospered in more ways than one. 
Their marriage was a strong one 

— blessed by God — and Joachim 
owned a large flock of sheep. As 
far as standards go, Anne and 
Joachim were pretty well-off. But 
after 20 years of marriage, the 
couple had no children. 

They begged God for a child, year 
after year, and promised all the while 
that if the Lord would bless them 
with a baby, they would dedicate 
that child to the Lord. But Anne and 
Joachim never became pregnant.  

One day, Joachim went out to 
the hill country — it was a habit 
of his to speak with God in the 
wilderness. While he prayed, an 

angel appeared to Joachim and told 
him that Anne would conceive a 
child. He was instructed to name the 
baby Mary. The angel told Joachim 
that he and Anne were to dedicate 
Mary to God, because she would 
be “filled with the Holy Spirit even 
from her mother’s womb.” 

Later, the angel appeared to 
Anne and told her the same. Joachim 
and Anne rejoiced at the news.  

When Mary was finally born — 
after many years of frustration and 
infertility on her parents’ part — 
Joachim and Anne did just as they 
promised. They dedicated her to 
the Lord, and raised a holy woman 
who would mother Christ Himself!

Although we do not know 
much more about St. Anne, we can 
assume that she was a very holy 
woman based upon the woman her 
daughter, Mary, grew to be. Anne 
was the one from whom Mary 
learned to be a mother. She was 
the one from whom Mary learned 
to serve God. She was the one who 
instilled in Mary the confidence 
and faith to say “yes” to God — 
“Be it done unto me according to 
your word.” 

There is no doubt that St. Anne 
was a humble, holy woman. She 
was given a great gift — a child 
— who she readily gave back to 
God. And, thanks to her faith-filled 
gratitude to God for His gift, Mary 
opened her heart to the will of God, 
and became the mother of Christ. 

Talk about stewardship in action!  

The Feast of Sts. 
Joachim and Anne is 
celebrated on July 26. 
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Charles Dickens, the famous British author, once 
wrote, “I will honor Christmas in my heart, and 

try to keep it all year.” What is it about the Christmas 
season that captures our hearts and brings out the best 
in us? For many, it is a time of giving and sharing – a 
much-anticipated time spent with loved ones. It is also 
a time to reflect upon our numerous blessings and to 
share with those who are less fortunate.  

To help keep the “spirit of Christmas” alive in our 
hearts throughout the year, we must not lose the giving 
spirit of the season – St. Raphael has a very unique way 
of doing this through the Christmas in July program. 
Formed 27 years ago by the Social Concerns Ministry 
of the parish, this event is designed to help the hunger 
centers of the local community during their highest 
time of need.

“The spirit moves from those who share to those 
who receive,” says Michelle Walsh, one of the original 
founders of the program, who continues to help lead 
it today. “We always say we are led by the Spirit, and 
He usually comes full circle. When we started the 
Social Concerns Ministry, we were overwhelmed by 
the hearts of St. Raphael Parish at Christmas, and we 
saw the very basic needs of the centers in the summer. 

Everyone loves the Christmas spirit. So we said, ‘Why 
not combine the goodness and help fill some empty 
cupboards?’ What a blessing for all.”

Summer is a time of great need for hunger centers 
everywhere because, due to vacations and the relaxed 
nature of the season, donations tend to decline. At 
the same time, impoverished families’ needs increase 
during this time because their children are out of 
school, and consequently no longer receive free meals 
during the week.

“The ‘Christmas spirit’ comes alive in July at St. 
Raphael Parish,” Michelle says. “During the summer 
months, the hunger centers experience a depletion of 
food items in their pantries. The Social Concerns Ministry 
works to bridge the generosity of the parishioners to the 
needs of the hunger centers. At the doors of the church, 
lists of the local hunger centers’ needs are placed on 
boards. Parishioners can pick up these lists and donate 
one or more items. These items are then returned and 
placed in the Christmas-decorated boxes located in the 
gathering space. This collection occurs at the weekend 
Masses throughout the month of July. It starts July 4 
and continues through July 26. These items will then be 
taken to the local hunger centers.” 

Capturing the True Spirit of 
Christmas in July

continued on back cover
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Food items received through the Christmas in 
July program benefit a wide range of hunger centers, 
including the Malachi Center, St. Malachi’s Back Door 
Ministry, West Side Catholic Center, St. Augustine 
Hunger Center, and St. Patrick Hunger Center.

In reflecting over the evolution of this event 
Michelle says,

“Throughout the existence of the Christmas in July 
program, parishioners have embraced the Christmas 
spirit and have shown tremendous compassion and 
support for those in need,” Michelle says. “They truly 
live out the Gospel – ‘For when I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink…’ 
(Matthew 25:35).

“I think it is really important that we share our time, 
our talent and our treasures,” she continues. “And this 
just helps our parish share with those who are in need.”

If anyone is interested in becoming involved with 
the Social Concerns Ministry, they can contact Michelle 
Walsh at 440-871-7609, Judy Cornelius at 440-871-
4020, or Pat Pierce at 440-570-4314. All parishioners 
are invited to participate in Christmas in July, helping 
those in need and keeping the spirit of Christmas alive 
within our hearts.

Capturing the True Spirit of Christmas in July  continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.


