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A pilgrimage can signify any 
journey of devotion. From St. 

Patrick’s in Dublin to St. Peter’s in 
Rome, Bill and Stephanie visit all the 
historic churches they encounter in 
their travels.

But another trip falls under the 
umbrella of pilgrimage for the West 
family.

“Our family makes annual 
‘pilgrimages’ to the University of 
Notre Dame to attend football games 
and festivities,” says Stephanie West, 
with a laugh. “Our Chicago kids and our Cleveland kids 
look forward to a fun-filled weekend with an annual 
tailgate and get-togethers with old friends.”

Since relocating to Bay Village in 1975, Bill and 
Stephanie West found a home at St. Raphael – the same 
parish Bill’s brother, Stan, and his family attend. They 
maintain a wealth of traditions with their church, their 
family and their community.

Before they were married, Bill and Stephanie made 
a vow to uphold the most important faith tradition – 
attending Mass as a family.

“Sunday Mass is an amazing assistance to parents 
raising children, because at Mass there is time for prayer 
together, the occasion to hear Scripture readings, and 
the opportunity to meet with friends and parishioners 
who share the faith,” Bill says. “We believe that it is 

most important for parents to model 
the practice of the faith for their 
children.” 

While growing up, Bill and 
Stephanie both had models of the 
faith to emulate. Bill was raised 
in Wheeling, W.Va., where he 
attended Catholic schools and 
regularly served Mass at St. Joseph’s 
Cathedral Parish for the bishop, 
archbishop and visiting cardinals. 
He also attended Adoration and 
Benediction with his family. 

Stephanie grew up in a mission parish, St. Therese 
in Windsor Heights, W.Va. She attended CCD, taught by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph, and participated in the Sodality 
of Mary, Adoration, and parish activities. Stephanie 
also assisted her mother with the weekly church 
cleaning and laundering of the altar linens. Following 
high school graduation, she was immediately recruited 
to teach the high school CCD students. 

After their marriage, Bill and Stephanie wanted to 
integrate into a church where they could continue being 
involved and raise their family to do the same.

“We felt very welcomed at St. Raphael, registered 
at the parish, and became involved immediately,” says 
Stephanie. “Bill helped with fundraising for capital 
campaigns for church renovations. We opened our 
home to the high school religion (PSR) classes and 

“Our Faith Life Sustains Us”
Keeping Traditions With Bill and Stephanie West

Bill and Stephanie West at 
St. Peter’s in Rome
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StewardShip:  
A Need to Give

When the church needs a new 
roof or the local food bank 

needs donations, we jump at the 
chance to give for the sake of the 
need. It’s part of our human nature 
— we identify a need, and we 
want to give of our time, talent and 
treasure to help. 

But as a stewardship people, 
we are called to give of ourselves 
not simply because the Church 
has needs, but because each of us 
has a need to give. As the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops states in its pastoral letter 
on stewardship, Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response, “We need to 
give our money to individuals and 
families in need, to the Church, 
and to other worthwhile charitable 
organizations because giving money 

is good for the soul and because we 
need to return thanks to a loving 
God for all of the many blessings 
each of us has received” (67).

As fellow members of the Body 
of Christ, created in God’s image, 
we should strive to go beyond 
simply co-existing with one another 
on earth. The life we live should be 
fueled by love for each other. This 
love should dictate how we live — 
by giving of ourselves. 

Jesus Christ showed us the 
perfect example of this self-giving 
love when He died on the cross. His 
death was a completely selfless act. 
He gave of Himself for our sake, 
offering us — through that gift — 
life everlasting. 

As Christ’s disciples, we follow 
His example, and we give of 
ourselves for the sake of others, out 
of love and an inherent need to give. 

That’s not to say that we gain 
nothing through our gifts. In fact, 
in His goodness, God sees to it that 
we do. Most of us have experienced 

what happens when we give of 
our time, talent or treasure. We 
feel as though we get more out 
of it than we give. If you speak to 
someone who serves at the soup 
kitchen or someone who has made 
it a regular practice to tithe to the 
Church, you are likely to find that 
he or she feels blessed to be able 
to give. As the U.S. Bishops point 
out, “To be a Christian disciple is 
a rewarding way of life, a way of 
companionship with Jesus, and the 
practice of stewardship as a part of 
it is itself a source of deep joy. Those 
who live this way are happy people 
who have found the meaning and 
purpose of living” (Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response, 21). 

Find out for yourself. Get 
involved in a ministry. Make a 
commitment to put some money in 
the collection basket next Sunday. 
Don’t wait to find out if there is 
a need — give of yourself right 
now. You will be richly blessed for 
doing so. 
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St.Raphael

Thanking God for who and what we are
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

It is July, and with Independence Day upon us, I think 
of what a blessing it is to live in this country, and I also 

think of the many Catholics who contributed to what our 
country was, is, and in many ways continues to be. These 
men and women were people of stewardship – stewards 
of their country, but also stewards of their Church.

Perhaps the most prominent Catholic family in the 
early days of what was called the New World, and what 
became the United States, was the Carroll family. I recall 
learning early on that there was one Catholic signer 
of the Declaration of Independence, Charles Carroll. 
Charles’ first cousin, Daniel Carroll, was a member of 
the Second Continental Congress, and Daniel’s brother, 
John Carroll, became the first Bishop in 1787 of what was 
the Diocese of Baltimore, which initially made up all 13 
colonies.

What is most remarkable about the Carrolls is that 
they never compromised their Catholic faith. In spite 
of opposition and even laws that prevented them 
from voting or participating fully in some aspects of 
the colonies, they maintained their faith and stood as 
examples of what it meant to be Catholic. On the day 
Charles Carroll signed the Declaration, it was against 
the law for a Catholic to vote or to hold public office in 
his native Maryland.  Carroll, a shrewd businessman, 
was one of the major contributors to the financing of the 
revolution. These are examples of stewardship to all of 
us as we reflect on what a blessing it is to be an American.

It has been said many times that stewardship is 
“an attitude of gratitude.” If we fully appreciate what 
it means to be a U.S. citizen, we need to be grateful to 
God for the opportunities afforded us. Every day is a 
time to consider the many gifts God has given us, and in 
particular during this patriotic month, we need to thank 
the Lord for the gift of this country.

As summer descends upon us, I think of a slower 
pace, picnics in the park, and resting under the shade 
of a tree. It is a great time for us to reflect on the Lord 
and our relationship with Him. In a sense, God provides 
us with the same shade and protection as that tree. We 
need to set aside time each day to talk with God, to thank 
Him, and to renew our efforts to be good stewards of all 
our gifts.

Summer is also a time for many to vacation, to 
relax and enjoy the better weather and the many sights 
and experiences all around us. For families, children 
are home more. What a great occasion to increase our 
prayer lives. All of us, especially families, should vow to 
put family prayer into our lives, especially as part of a 
summer outing or a summer vacation. 

During his papacy more than 20 years ago, St. John 
Paul II wrote a letter to families. In it he said, “Prayer 
needs to become a regular habit in the daily life of each 
family. Prayer is thanksgiving, praise of God, asking 
for forgiveness.” Stewardship calls us to lives of prayer. 
Thank God for who and what we are. I bear in mind those 
words written by Irving Berlin, “God bless America.” 
Thank God for the U.S.A. And I thank God that I am 
your pastor. I am blessed in a multitude of ways.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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The St. Raphael community has taken part in a number of events and activities during the past few months, such as the May 
Crowning, the final Mass in the old church, the groundbreaking for the new church, and many more. 

recent events at St. raphael

The final Mass in our old church,  
12:30 p.m. on Sunday, June 8.

Confirmation on Sunday, March 2 with Bishop Roger Gries.The Tajci Lenten Concert on April 6.

A prayer service at the groundbreaking for our new church on 
Sunday, June 8.

HSYM teens “decorating” Fr. Ryan’s office for his one year 
anniversary of ordination.
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The St. Raphael community has taken part in a number of events and activities during the past few months, such as the May 
Crowning, the final Mass in the old church, the groundbreaking for the new church, and many more. 

recent events at St. raphael
began teaching 10th-
grade PSR students on 
Monday nights.”

Currently, Bill serves 
as a Sunday Mass counter, 
a Eucharistic Minister, 
and a lector. Stephanie 
serves as a Eucharistic 
Minister, a seventh-grade 
PSR teacher and the 
Choose Life! teacher for 
the eighth-grade day school. 
She is also a member of the new 
Church Design Committee 
and enjoys involvement in the 
Guild Gourmet. 

“It is a true privilege to 
know so many people who 
sincerely love the Lord and 
want to do good for others,” 
Stephanie says. “It is through 
these relationships that we 
have grown even closer to the 
Lord. Our faith life sustains 
us and, as we grow older, has 
become the most important 
aspect of our life together.”

The Wests raised their 
four children – Bill, Leigh 
Ann, Erin, and Michael – in 
the St. Raphael community. 
All of the children attended 
St. Raphael School and went 
on to Catholic high schools 
and colleges. Even Stephanie 
kept the tradition of Catholic 
education and in her early 40s 
graduated with a Master in 
School Administration from 
John Carroll University.

Now Bill and Stephanie’s 
children model the faith for 
their own families. 

“Our married children 
have taken even their babies 

to Mass every Sunday, and we 
are very, very proud of them,” 
Stephanie says. “We frequently 
attend Mass with our children 
now who live in other parishes 
and participate in some of their 
parish activities at St. Noel 
Parish in Willoughby Hills and 
at Old St. Patrick’s in Chicago.”

Bill and Stephanie’s vow 
to keep the Mass at the center 
of their family has knit them 
into the church community, 
and while they enjoy their 
pilgrimages, they appreciate 
returning to the parish they 
call home.

“We are very grateful 
for the relationships we 
have made with so many 
parishioners at St. Raphael 
Parish,” Stephanie says. “We 
are also so appreciative of 
our priests who know us and 
care for every one of us. St. 
Raphael Parish, our home, is 
an extraordinary community 
that has guided us, nurtured 
us, and loved us for nearly 40 
years. May the Lord continue 
to bless and guide our parish 
for years to come.”

(From left) Grace DeGidio, Sarah O’Hare, Kevin 
Godenswager, Maria Lally and adult leader 
Tricia Granja at the HSYM Amazing Race.

Dylan Missal and Gianna McQueen, second-
graders in St. Raphael Parish School of Religion, 
assist with our Parish May Crowning on May 12.

Lori Sprosty, Gloria Scheid, Anne Marie Farr,  
and Sharon Anghilante study clues in the May 29  

Bible Study Amazing Race.

Bill and Stephanie west  
continued from front cover

The West family at Oglebay Park 
in Wheeling, W.Va.
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“Summertime” Saints

School is out, and summer is now in full swing. The days are longer, warmer and 
filled with plenty of fun summertime activities. 
This summer, as we take family vacations, get together for barbecues, spend time 

by the pool, and enjoy all of the usual summertime activities, we can also take the time 
to reflect on some of the saints who are associated with the summer. 

Family vacations are perhaps the most iconic of all summertime activities. 
Although there is no patron saint of vacations, there are a number of saints associated 
with traveling. One of the most popular is St. Christopher. According to his story, St. 
Christopher was an extremely tall and strong man who served Christ by helping people 
cross an especially dangerous river. That is why many people wear St. Christopher 
medals while traveling — to ask for his blessing and protection. 

For those of us who are taking road trips this summer, there is St. Frances of Rome, 
the patron saint of cars and drivers. While St. Frances died well before cars were 
invented, her story says that her guardian angel went ahead of her when she traveled 
at night and lit the road with a lantern to keep St. Frances safe. 

There are also saints we can look to when traveling by plane. St. Joseph of 
Cupertino was a Franciscan friar who is said to have frequently and miraculously 
levitated off the ground during intense prayer sessions. Because of this levitation, he is 
recognized as the patron saint of air travelers. St. Therese of Lisieux is also associated 
with aviators and flying. 

If you are going on a cruise this summer, you can ask for the intercession of St. 
Brendan the Navigator, an Irish monk who founded the Clonfert monastery and 
monastic school, and is the patron saint of mariners and sailors. He and his brothers 
sailed the Atlantic Ocean and evangelized on a number of islands, and may have even 
reached the Americas. 

Another favorite summer activity is swimming. Whether you choose a pool, a 
river, a lake or the ocean, seek the intercession of St. Adjutor of Vernon, a knight who 
was captured in the First Crusade. His captors tried to force him to give up his faith, 
but St. Adjutor escaped by swimming to his freedom. For this reason, he is the patron 
saint against drowning, drowning victims, sailors and swimmers. 

The summer is also a time of amusement and enjoyment. One of the biggest 
national celebrations of the summer is the Fourth of July. For this type of summertime 
activity, we look to St. Barbara, the patron saint of fireworks. 

There are also a number of saints with feast days during the summer. The feast day 
of St. Anne, the mother of Mary and grandmother of Jesus, is celebrated on July 26. July 
31 is the feast day of St. Ignatius of Loyola, who is also associated with stewardship. 
These are just two of the many saints whose feasts we celebrate this summer. 

No matter what kinds of activities we choose to do during the summertime, let us 
remember to honor the saints who have gone before us, and give their intercession for 
us as we walk through our own journeys of faith. 

St. Joseph of Cupertino

St. Adjutor 
of Vernon

St. Brendan the 
Navigator

St. Christopher
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An encounter with a fellow passenger on a bus trip 
to Washington, D.C. led Pat Dokler to begin the 

tradition of the Patriotic Rosary at St. Raphael.
“It was three or four years ago, I was on a bus trip to 

Washington and I saw a woman with a booklet about the 
Patriotic Rosary,” Pat says. “I asked her about it and she 
gave me an order form. When I got it, I felt, something 
this country needs is prayer.”

Pat asked Fr. Tim about establishing the prayer at 
St. Raphael, and he ordered the booklets.

“It’s been well-received,” she says. “It started out 
slowly, but it’s grown more and more.”

Pat tries to schedule the Rosary three or four times 
a year either close to a patriotic holiday or a Marian 
feast day.

“So we look at Memorial Day, the Fourth of July, 
Veterans’ Day, Sept. 11, or the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception or October for Mary,” she says.

The next Patriotic Rosary will take place on Monday, 
July 28.

The Patriotic Rosary is said in the church with parish 
music director Bill Toler providing music.

“If it is on a Thursday evening, the choir is there to 
help with the singing,” Pat says. 

The Rosary is said with the traditional Mysteries, 
depending on the day of the week. With each decade, a 
special prayer is offered for the pope, the bishop, priests, 
the president, with the Our Father said between. Each 
Hail Mary is said for each state, alphabetically, “From 
Alabama to Wyoming,” Pat says.

In between the decades, the participants sing 
patriotic songs, with the booklet listing America the 
Beautiful, The Battle Hymn of the Republic, and 
The Star-Spangled Banner, among others. There also 
are readings of moving quotes attributed to historic 
figures such as George Washington, John Adams and 
Robert E. Lee.

patriotic rosary tradition  
Begun at St. raphael

continued on back cover

“It was three or four years ago, I was on a 
bus trip to Washington and I saw a woman 
with a booklet about the Patriotic Rosary. I 
asked her about it and she gave me an order 
form. When I got it, I felt, this is something 

this country needs is prayer.”  
– Pat Dokler

Pat and John Dokler with the Patriotic Rosary  
booklet and American flag.



525 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, OH 44140

St.Raphael

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 and 7:00 p.m. │ Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.

Weekday Mass: M, T, W, F, 7:45 a.m. │ M, T, Th, F, 9:15 a.m. │ Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. │ Eucharistic Adoration: Friday 10:00 a.m. - Saturday 4:00 p.m.

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Cleveland, OH

44101
Permit No. 703

C H U R C H

patriotic rosary tradition  continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

Pat’s husband, John, will set up a slide projector 
to display photographs for each state to accompany 
the prayers.

During the planning for a recent Patriotic Rosary, 
Pat says a friend who is a member of the Knights of 
Columbus asked if she minded if he brought some 
fellow Knights to the service. 

“They came in full regalia, with a color guard that 
carried the flags,” she says. “They had a nice procession 
into the church with the flags and they raised their 
swords. But we don’t do this each time.”

Another one-time event was when there was a 
scheduling conflict for the church.

“We had to have it outside in our courtyard with our 
Marian shrine,” Pat says. “Although that made it hard 
to see the photographs, everybody liked it.”

Pat tries to post advance notice of the upcoming 
Patriotic Rosaries. She has also distributed information 
to other parishes in the area to welcome their members 
to the event.

For information on the Patriotic Rosary, please call 
Pat Dokler at 440-250-0133.


