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Most Reverend Robert Baker, Bishop of 
Birmingham, Ala. – a native of Willard, Ohio 

– spoke recently about stewardship at a Family Life 
Conference. He stated, “The example of the parent is 
the primary way a child learns to give. Giving is one of 
those values that is caught rather than taught. Parents 
need to be living models of stewardship for their 
children. In addition to modeling the stewardship way 
of life for their children, they should tell them why 
they are giving of their time, talent and treasure. Make 
the children aware of the joy, peace, and happiness that 
come with a commitment to stewardship. Children 
should be asked and encouraged to join their parents 
in some of their stewardship activities.”

Parishioners Sue and Tom Bell do not know Bishop 
Baker, but they certainly agree with his statement, and 
they take very seriously the stewardship of being a 
parent. Sue has been a member of St. Raphael for more 
than 20 years, and she and Tom have belonged since 
they were married 15 years ago. They have been blessed 
with three children – Tommy, 11; Lizi, 9; and Emily, 7 – 
all of whom are students at St. Raphael School.

“We see ourselves, along with our parish school and 
community, as the first and last line of defense against 
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our pop cultural misappropriation 
of our Christian holidays,” Tom 
says. “We have to make time and 
spend time giving our children the 
proper Christian contextualization 
of Christmas and Easter. Christmas 
isn’t about shopping and Easter 
has nothing to do with chocolate. 
We talk about the origins of those 
two holidays, and of course the 
significance and importance of Easter 
over the other – which is always met 
with dubious stares.”

The Bells recognize the 
challenges of raising children in 
today’s society. However, Tom 
points out that it was something 
that occurred a couple years ago, 
which emphasized it to them. 

“We are ever more vigilant about 
the isolating affects of technology 
since our 9-year-old, Lizi, wanted for 
her birthday last year one day of our 
family unplugged and unconnected 
from electronics, which was a real 
eye-opener,” Tom says. “This simple 
request brought to the forefront 
how much our daily routines have 
changed, oftentimes to the exclusion 
of those around us. We brought out 
board games that day and really 
spent time together as a family. I 
think it was tougher for me than 
for the children. I thought we had 
spent half a day doing that, and was 
shocked to note that only 80 minutes 
had passed. The time just crawled.”

As a result of that experience, 

Sue and Tom made a concerted 
effort to reengage the family in 
“together” activities. 

“My wife, Suzie, and I both come 
from large families, and we recall 
how special Advent and Christmas 
was to our families when we were 
young,” he says. “However, we 
became cognizant of how far we had 
drifted from the Christmases of our 
youth, and we have worked much 
harder to slow down the day, let 
alone the season, for our children.

“My wife and I make an effort 
to de-emphasize the gift buying and 
gift receiving aspect of Christmas 
with our children,” he continues. 
“Prior to Christmas, we help the 
kids find or make something special 
for each other. Although a pine cone 
dipped in blue paint and sprinkled 
with sparkles doesn’t garner the 
same street cred as a PlayStation, 
the time and thought spent is what 
we emphasize as the true spirit 
of giving – the giving of time, as 
well as the giving of self. We also 

incorporate a Christmas Eve at their 
grandmother’s house celebrating 
with cousins and aunts and uncles, 
as well as a quiet time after dinner 
throughout Advent when the kids 
pass around the Bible and read a 
few passages.”

However, Tom notes that the 
family has begun a tradition that 
does incorporate technology.

“We have become associated 
with an international organization 
called KIVA,” he says. “Each of our 
children, as well as my wife and 
me, are able to find a person from 
somewhere in the world to whom 
we make a gift of $25. It is actually 
considered a loan, and in our cases, 
the $25 has always been returned 
within a year, sometimes even more 
than the original gift. The children 
are then able to make a larger gift or 
at least an equal gift to someone else 
whom they review and select online. 
It reminds us how blessed we are and 
how important it is to give back.”
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The Powerful Gift of God Made
Present Is Here for All of Us

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

As the glorious time of Christmas draws near, remember that Jesus is at the heart of this beautiful season. God 
sent his only begotten Son to inspire and encourage us in our spiritual lives. The Incarnation, God taking on 

flesh in Jesus, touches lives all around us and gives life a fuller meaning and purpose. We experience this presence 
in the innocence of a newborn; a youngster who discovers his or her gifts and talents; a student returning home for 
the holidays; the single person who has found they really make a difference; the love of a newly married couple; 
an older couple at peace with life and each other. The Incarnation, that powerful gift of God made present, is here 
for all of us. Celebrate Emmanuel, God’s presence with us. Know that you will be remembered in our Masses and 
prayers this Holy Season. 

Rev. Timothy W. Gareau, Pastor Keith Benya   Maureen Mayer
Rev. Ryan Cubera   Tish Bush   Ann Miller
Rev. Al Krupp    Barbara Cunningham  Pat Ranallo
Deacon Mark Cunningham  Ellen Grady   Candy Reese
Deacon Larry Gregg   Kyle Griesse   Marilyn Senn
Deacon Tom Senn   Joanne Hout   Terri Telepak
Roger Andrachik   Andy Kereky   Bill Toler
Peggy Barrett    Ashley Klug   Kelley Tonegato

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 
Dec. 3 – 3-4 p.m.
Dec. 10 – 3-4 p.m.
Dec. 17 – 2:30-4 p.m.

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE: 
Dec. 11 at 7 p.m., St. Raphael Church(Combined 

with our Cluster Parishes – Holy Spirit, St. Joseph and 
St. Raphael Parishes)

MASSES:
Christmas Eve (Dec. 24): 4 p.m. Masses Church/

PAC 8 p.m. Mass 10 p.m. Mass

CHRISTMAS DAY (DEC. 25):  
8 a.m. Mass
10 a.m. Mass
12 p.m. Mass

DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS (DEC. 26): 
7:45 a.m. Mass
9:15 a.m. Mass

SOLEMNITY OF MARY:
Vigil Mass, Saturday, Dec. 31 – 4:30 p.m.
Mass on Sunday, Jan. 1 – 8 a.m., 10 a.m., 12 p.m.
(Regular Weekend Schedule)
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In a homily given on the First 
Sunday of Advent last year, 

Pope Francis referred to something 
from the prophet Isaiah that says, 
“Comfort, give comfort to my 
people, says your God.” The Holy 
Father went on to point out that each 
of us must seek the consolation of 
God during Advent – “It is the Lord 
who brings us to the source of every 
true consolation. This is conversion. 
Please, let yourselves be consoled by 
the Lord. We cannot be messengers 
of the consolation of God if we do 
not experience first the joy of being 
consoled and loved by Him. We 
experience this love through reading 
the Bible, silent prayer, going to 
confession, and by almsgiving.”

We as Catholics tend to 
associate the three traditional legs 
of the spirituality tripod – fasting, 
prayer, and almsgiving – with Lent. 
However, it is equally important 
during Advent as we prepare for 
the coming of the Lord. Preparing 
for Christmas is the same as 
preparing for Easter in many ways. 
Almsgiving in particular can take 
many expressions. If almsgiving is 
to contribute to another’s lack or 
need, then sometimes our simple 
presence is the most appreciated 
gift we can offer. Advent here at St. 
Raphael presents us with numerous 
opportunities to make spiritual gifts 
to others. At the heart of all of it is 
relationship, the ways we show love 
to others. It is impossible to include 
in this short space all the ways we 
can help and serve, but we wanted 
to highlight a few of them.

Each Advent, the parishioners 
of St. Raphael “adopt” a number 
of families from the area and 
many churches and agencies near 
the west side who are in need. 
Parish organizations, families 
and individual parishioners are 
invited to help others have a special 
Christmas, which they might not 
otherwise be able to have. Gift 
ideas for the families are placed on 
boards in Good Shepherd Square 
and the Gathering Area. Wrapped 
donations are returned in advance 
of Christmas. The gifts collected are 
distributed in a way that safeguards 
the dignity of the recipients. 
Parishioners are encouraged to 
submit the names of needy families 
to one of our priests, or to a member 

of the Pastoral, SRS, or PSR staff or 
any member of the Social Concerns 
Ministry. Volunteers are needed 
to help assemble the packages for 
the families and to deliver them. 
Adopt-a-Family cards were initially 
posted at the church on Saturday, 
Nov. 19. Watch the bulletin for 
more information. For questions 
on Adopt-a-Family, please contact 
Colleen Maher at colleenmaher@
yahoo.com or Emily Giovanazzo at 
egiovanazzo@gmail.com.

In addition, on Saturday, Dec. 
3, the St. Raphael Guild begins the 
sale of poinsettias before and after 
Masses. The sale is on that day 
and the next. The Guild consists of 
parish women of all ages seeking 
to “make things happen” through 

Opportunities for Advent Outreach at St. Raphael
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Opportunities for Advent Outreach at St. Raphael
spiritual, social and service 
activities supporting our parish 
and local community. The Guild 
is committed to passing on God’s 
love in everything they do. For 
information, please contact Ellen 
Shimko at 440-899-0841.

Our St. Raphael Christmas 
Toy Drive, the annual drive for 
new or like-new toys, will occur 
on Sunday, Dec. 11, from 8:00 a.m. 
until noon. The toys are collected 
for distribution to the St. Augustine 
Hunger Center. Then, they are given 
to parents to provide Christmas 
presents to their children, which 
at times they could not otherwise 
afford to do. Monetary donations are 

also accepted. Volunteers are always 
needed to sort, pack and transport 
the collected toys to the Centers. 
Please contact Tom Fattlar at 440-
835-5604 for more information.

Finally, our annual Cookie 
Extravaganza will be held again on 
Sunday, Dec. 18, from 8 a.m. until 1 
p.m. Volunteers who enjoy baking 
cookies are needed. The cookies 
are then displayed beautifully 
and sold to parishioners with the 
profits donated to a parish charity. 
This is a great way to serve, if 
you like to cook, or to participate 
if you like to partake or get your 
Christmas baking completed in a 
painless and easy way. The contact 

for the Extravaganza is Kathleen 
Hegeman at 440-871-7147. 

There are even more 
opportunities to be a part of our 
Advent outreach and giving. 
Please keep an eye on the bulletin 
for many and various ways you 
can be part of our parish family’s 
efforts in this Advent season. Pope 
Francis also once wrote, “God 
never gives someone a gift they 
are not capable of receiving. If He 
gives us the gift of Christmas, it 
is because we all have the ability 
to understand and receive it.” As 
good stewards, now is the time to 
receive that gift, nurture it, and 
return it with increase.
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Our Lady of Guadalupe
On Dec. 9, 1531, while on his way 

to Mass, a humble 55-year-old 
man named Juan Diego climbed a 
hill just outside Mexico City. On this 
hill, a woman of incredible beauty 
and grandeur appeared before him, 
requesting that a temple be built in 
her honor. She asked Juan to speak 
to the bishop on her behalf, and 
identified herself as the ever-virgin 
Mary, Mother of the True God.  

The bishop, in turn, asked Juan 
Diego to request a sign from the 
Lady to be sure that the vision was 
authentic. The Lady commanded Juan 
to pick roses he found nearby, and 
arranged them in his tilma – a cloak 
made of poor quality cactus cloth. She 
then instructed him to take the roses 
to the bishop. Upon unfolding the 
cloak before the bishop, the fresh wet 
roses fell out, leaving a life size figure 
of the Virgin Mother just as Juan had 
described her! Without hesitation, the 
bishop built a shrine in her honor, 
and it remains the most frequently 
visited Catholic church in the world, 
aside from the Vatican.

Take a moment to admire the 
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
It mirrors the woman spoken of in 
Revelation 12:1, “A great sign appeared 
in the sky, a woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon under her feet…” 
Yet, the image can only be properly 
understood when investigated against 
its historical backdrop.  

Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared 
to the predominately polytheistic 
Aztec Indians, who still practiced 
human sacrifice. The woman on the 
tilma is depicted as Indian in ethnicity, 
with dark complexion, hair and eyes. 
Contrasting with Aztec iconography, 
in which gods were always portrayed 
with open eyes staring straight ahead, 
Our Lady looks down in humility, 
identifying her humanity. Yet, her 
royalty is simultaneously revealed, as 
she is carried on the shoulders of an 
angel – for in the Aztec Empire, kings, 
queens and dignitaries were carried 
on the shoulders of servants.  

Our Lady also stands on the 
moon, eclipsing the sun. This reveals 

her power over the Aztec gods of the 
sun and of the night. Although she 
is not a god, this glorious Lady has 
come to announce a God who is most 
powerful. The bow that is visible 
around her waist is an Indian symbol 
of new life and fecundity, and its high 
placement just above her stomach 
reveals that she is with child.  

Although the rough cactus cloth 
on which this image is found should 
have deteriorated within 20 years, 
no signs of decay can be seen even 
today – nearly 500 years later. The 
image is scientifically inexplicable. 
The stars on the mantle were found 
to be exactly as the stars of the winter 
solstice appeared before the dawn 
on Dec. 12, 1531. Infrared studies 
have revealed that the image was not 
painted, because the paint did not 
penetrate the cloth fibers. 

Through the intercession of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, within 
10 years of her apparition, over 9 
million polytheistic Indians became 
Christian. Although a devotion to 
her is commonly associated with the 
Hispanic ethnicity, she was declared 
by St. John Paul II to be the Empress 
of the Americas, or the patroness of 
the entire continent. In the words of 
St. John Paul II: “To you, O Lady of 
Guadalupe, Mother of Jesus and our 
Mother, belong all the love, honor, 
glory and endless praise of your 
American sons and daughters!”

Take a moment to admire the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. It mirrors the woman spoken 
of in Revelation 12:1, “A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with 

the moon under her feet…”
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This time of year is when many 
begin to contemplate certain 

financial planning decisions, 
including their annual charitable 
gifts. Perhaps you are one of 
those persons, and are prayerfully 
considering a charitable gift 
to St. Raphael Parish given its 
importance to you, your family and 
the community. 

There are a few ways to satisfy 
a charitable gift, each with different 
advantages and features:

Gift of cash. Giving cash is 
easy. You can either simply write a 
check payable to St. Raphael Parish 
and send it to the parish before 
Dec. 31, 2016 – or, alternately, you 
can make a one-time cash gift by 
visiting the parish’s website at 
www.saintraphaelparish.com and 
selecting “Online Giving.”

You may be entitled to a 
charitable income tax deduction for 
the full value of the gift on your 2016 
income tax return, but you should 
consult with your tax advisor to help 
make that determination.

 
Gift of long-term appreciated 

securities. Charitable gifts of 
long-term appreciated securities 
(i.e. securities you have held for 
longer than one year) can also be 
advantageous. You simply transfer 
your long-term appreciated security 
from your brokerage or custody 
account directly to the parish. You 

may receive an immediate charitable 
income tax deduction of the full fair 
market value of your contribution, 
and most significant, any capital 
gains tax will have been eliminated.

Your should consult with your 
tax advisor to determine if this type 
of charitable gift is right for you.

Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD) from an 
Individual Retirement Account. 
If you have attained age 70 ½ and 
you have an Individual Retirement 
Account (IRA), you may distribute 
up to $100,000 tax free from your 
IRA to St. Raphael Parish without 

including the distribution in your 
income. The rules applicable to 
QCDs from retirement accounts 
are very specific. Before you decide 
whether you should make such a 
gift, you should consult your tax 
advisor to determine if you qualify 
and whether such a gift makes sense 
given your particular situation.

If you would like to learn 
more about gifting strategies or 
remembering St. Raphael Parish 
in your estate plan, please contact 
Kris McGivney at 440-871-1100 or 
legacysociety@saintraphaelparish.
com, or visit the parish website at 
www.saintraphaelparish.com.

Are You Considering a 
Charitable Gift Before the 
End of the Year?
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

During a papal audience this past May, Pope 
Francis spoke to parents, saying, “If family education 
regains its prominence, many things will change for 
the better. It is time for mothers and fathers to return 
from their exile. They have exiled themselves from 
being involved with their children.” The Bell family 
represents an approach to family life that is both 
commendable and needs to be practiced by others. 
St. Teresa of Calcutta reminded us as well about what 
an important time of year this is when she said, “At 
this Christmastime when Christ comes, will He find a 
warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and 
serving others with God’s own love and concern.”


