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On Oct. 1, 2015, Lillian and William (Bill) Switaj 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary. 

Where did they celebrate? At the 10 a.m. Mass at 
St. Raphael, on the Sunday after their anniversary. 
It made sense for them to join with their four sons 
and their wives, their 10 grandchildren, and their 
four great-grandchildren – with a fifth on the way 
– at the parish that has been part of their lives since 
1967. Of course, they have been an important part 
of parish life here, as well.

From the time they were married in 1955, the 
Switajs took their faith and their marriage very 
seriously.

“I think we have been involved in almost 
everything here,” Bill says. “I know I was on the 
first Parish Council, and through the years, we have 
worked with everyone and everything – from altar 
servers to catechesis to being lectors, Eucharistic 
Ministers, and sacristans. And we have always 
been supportive of and involved with the school.”

As Lillian notes, there is a definite purpose to 
their involvement in the Church.

“Jesus makes it clear what we are supposed to 
do and how we are supposed to live,” she says. 
“We have to listen to Him though and seek the 
truth. The truth does not change. We have seen 
the Church become more personal and more lay-

oriented. Priests and nuns did a lot of work that we 
lay people have to do today. But we have always 
been the Church, and it would not be what it is 
without our willingness to share and be part of it.

“I do not think we ever heard the words 
‘stewardship’ and ‘evangelization’ years ago, but we 
did it anyway,” Lillian continues. “There are a lot of 
good people here at St. Raphael who did the same 
thing. It is good that we are articulating stewardship 

“Jesus Makes it Clear What We Are Supposed to Do 
and How We Are Supposed to Live”

Parishioner Profile: Lillian and William (Bill) Switaj

Lillian and Bill Switaj with their four sons, all of whom attended and 
graduated from St. Raphael Elementary School and St. Edward’s High School
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The Mystery of Christ unfolds to us throughout the 
Church year, and that disclosure begins with Advent.
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There are six seasons in the 
liturgical year for Catholics. 

The first is and always will be 
Advent. Advent is a season unto 
itself – it is not part of Christmas. 
The six seasons are, in order: 
Advent, Christmas, Lent, the 
Sacred Paschal Triduum, Easter, 
and Ordinary Time (which is 
divided into two sections, one 
from the end of Christmas time 
until the beginning of Lent, and 
one from the end of Easter time 
until Advent).

The point for us as Catholics as 
we approach Advent is to realize 
that Advent is not Christmas, even 
though it is possible to get caught 
up in the Christmas feeling that is 
so prevalent during this important 
liturgical cycle. Advent stands 
alone, and we need to approach it 
in that way. The mystery of Christ 
unfolds to us throughout the 
Church year, and that disclosure 
begins with Advent.

Each of us Catholics is most 

likely aware that the Church has 
spent centuries of prayer, thought 
and study, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, to define and identify how 
we are to live out our faith. We 
have Canon Laws set down for us 
from Rome. Also, at the Vatican, 
in the Curia overseen by the pope, 
there is something called the 
Congregation for Divine Worship. 
It is this sector of the Church that 
has given us our calendar and the 
reasons for it.

According to the General Norms 
for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar 
issued by the Congregation, 
“Advent has a twofold character: as 
a season to prepare for Christmas 
when Christ’s first coming to us 
is remembered; as a season when 
that remembrance directs the mind 
and heart to await Christ’s Second 
Coming at the end of time” (39).

We may think in terms of Advent 
being merely as a time to prepare 
for Christmas. Nevertheless, it is 
much more important than that, 

or at least it should be. The word 
“Advent” evolves from the Latin 
word adventus, which means 
“coming.” We all understand that 
Christ is coming; His first coming 
is celebrated on Christmas, 
and that is to what our Advent 
preparations may tend to lead.

To really be prepared nonetheless 
involves also understanding the 
second reason for the Advent 
season – to prime us for the Second 
Coming of Christ. Although this 
may seem to us not in keeping 
with the “Christmas spirit,” it is 
exactly what we need to remember 
to include in what we do during 
Advent. Just as Lent is a penitential 
time leading up to Easter, Advent 
should be a penitential time leading 
up to Christmas.

It is important for us, as 
stewards of the Church, to 
understand and appreciate both 
aspects of Advent. And it is equally 
important as good stewards to live 
out those expectations.
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Celebrating Emmanuel, God’s Presence With Us
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

As the glorious time of Christmas draws near, remember that Jesus is at the heart 
of this beautiful season. God sent His only begotten Son to inspire and encourage 

us in our spiritual lives. The Incarnation, God taking on flesh in Jesus, touches lives all 
around us and gives life a fuller meaning and purpose. We experience this presence 
in the innocence of a newborn; a youngster who discovers his or her gifts and talents; 
a student returning home for the holidays; the single person who has found they 
really make a difference; the love of a newly married couple; an older couple at peace 
with life and each other. The Incarnation, that powerful gift of God made present, is 
here for all of us. Celebrate Emmanuel, God’s presence with us. Know that you will 
be remembered in our Masses and prayers this Holy Season.

Rev. Timothy W. Gareau, Pastor Brian Blayney   Maureen Mayer
Rev. Ryan Cubera   Tish Bush   Ann Miller
Rev. Al Krupp   Barbara Cunningham  Pat Ranallo
Deacon Mark Cunningham  Ellen Grady   Candy Reese
Deacon Larry Gregg  Nora Ruddy   Marilyn Senn
Deacon Tom Senn   Joanne Hout   Terri Telepak
Roger Andrachik   Andy Kereky   Bill Toler
Clare Blake    Ashley Klug   

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 
Dec. 5 – 3 to 4 p.m.
Dec. 12 – 3 to 4 p.m.
Dec. 15 – 7 to 9 p.m.
Dec. 19 – 2:30 to 4 p.m.

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE: 
Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. at St. Raphael Church
(Combined with our Cluster Parishes – Holy Spirit, 
St. Joseph and St. Raphael Parishes)

MASSES:
Christmas Eve (Dec. 24): 
4 p.m. Mass Church/PAC, 8 p.m. Mass, 10 p.m. Mass

Christmas Day (Dec. 25): 
8 a.m., 10 a.m., Noon Mass

Day after Christmas (Dec. 26):
8:30 a.m. Mass, 4:30 p.m. Mass

Solemnity of Mary (Jan 1.): Holy Day of Obligation
Vigil Mass, Dec. 31 at 5:30 p.m.
Holy Day Masses, Jan. 1 at 9:30 and 11 a.m. 
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One of the fruits of the Second 
Vatican Council was the 

Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 
(Sacrosanctum Concilium). Its 
famous and oft-quoted 14th 
paragraph states: “Mother 
Church earnestly desires that 
all the faithful should be led to 
that fully conscious, and active 
participation which is demanded 
by the very nature of the liturgy.  
Such participation by the 
Christian people as ‘a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a redeemed people’ (1 Pet 2:9; cf. 
2:4-5) is their right and duty by 
reason of their baptism” (SC 14).

For 50 years, liturgists and the 
faithful have wrestled with what it 
means to participate fully, actively 
and consciously. On a simplistic 
level, congregations were told to 
“sing more and sing more loudly.” 
It is difficult to read Sacrosanctum 
Concilium without realizing that 
it does, indeed, call for more 
participation in both singing and 
vocal prayers. But that singing 
and vocal praying is the result of 
something much deeper, much 
more at the heart of what the 
liturgy is asking of us. A deeper 
look into this beautiful document 
might shed some light on our 
liturgical vocation.

“In order that the liturgy may 
be able to produce its full effects, it 
is necessary that the faithful come 
to it with proper dispositions, that 
their minds should be attuned to 
their voices, and that they should 
cooperate with divine grace lest 
they receive it in vain” (SC 11). 
We must prepare ourselves to 

enter into the liturgy, much as an 
Olympic athlete prepares both 
through training and visualization 
immediately before an event. 
We are encouraged to read the 
Scripture readings during the 
week before we get to Mass on 
Sunday – the readings can be 
found at www.usccb.org and on 
many free Catholic apps.  If we 
allow the readings to become part 
of us during the week, when we 
hear them proclaimed on Sunday, 
the Word of God can sink into our 

hearts in a new way.
Proper disposition also means 

knowing what is expected of 
us during liturgy – when are 
we called to sing, and what do 
those moments of congregational 
song mean about our liturgical 
gathering? What do sitting, 
standing and kneeling suggest 
about the action of the liturgy? 
Last month, we focused on the call 
of our bishop to remain standing 
and singing during the entire 
Eucharistic procession as a sign of 

“Let Us Give Thanks to the Lord Our God; It Is Right and Just”
Full, Conscious, Active Participation: What Does It Mean?
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Lillian and William (Bill) Switaj  continued from front cover

“Let Us Give Thanks to the Lord Our God; It Is Right and Just”
Full, Conscious, Active Participation: What Does It Mean?

the unity fostered among us. Is that 
call a challenge to you? Are you 
properly disposed to stand and 
sing during Communion because 
it is what the liturgy asks of us, 
even if you might prefer to isolate 
yourself from the communal 
action by entering into personal, 
silent prayer?

“In the earthly liturgy we take 
part in a foretaste of that heavenly 
liturgy which is celebrated in the 
holy city of Jerusalem toward 
which we journey as pilgrims, 
where Christ is sitting at the right 
hand of God, a minister of the 
holies and of the true tabernacle; 
we sing a hymn to the Lord’s 
glory with all the warriors of the 

heavenly army; venerating the 
memory of the saints, we hope 
for some part and fellowship 
with them; we eagerly await the 
Saviour, Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
until He, our life, shall appear and 
we too will appear with Him in 
glory” (SC 8).

When we participate in the 
sacred liturgy, we join ourselves 
to the songs of the angels in the 
heavenly liturgy, giving glory and 
praise to God with every breath. 
What God does during the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist is to transform our 
offerings into the Body and Blood 
of Christ. What we do during the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist is less 
obvious, but we do pray it explicitly 

at every Mass during the Preface 
Dialogue. “Let us give thanks to 
the Lord our God; it is right and 
just.” The word “Eucharist” means 
“to give thanks.” We give thanks 
for all that God has done in the 
past, for what God does during this 
celebration, and for what God has 
promised to do in the future. That 
“thanksgiving” is accomplished in 
us through full, active, conscious 
participation. That participation 
certainly includes singing with full 
voice and praying vocally together 
with our sisters and brothers in the 
assembly. But it also includes an 
inner disposition of thanksgiving. 
It is out of this disposition that we 
“make a joyful noise” to the Lord.

as a way of life, but that is what we 
have always been supposed to do.”

Bill notes that he has some 
concerns about the people of the 
Church today, however. 

“Lillian and I have relied 
so much on God, and He has 
been such an important part 
of our lives that I sometimes 
do not understand how people 
who do not have this manage to 
function,” he says. “I pray for 
the many Catholics who are not 
practicing their faith, not going 
to Mass regularly. But the Holy 
Spirit is strong and present in the 
Church. I like the pope and I like 
his concern and emphasis on the 
poor. He is a man of compassion, 

and that is what we all should try 
to be.”

We are blessed by people 
like the Switajs, and we thank 
them for their years of service 
and the example they have set 
for all of us. In their pastoral 
letter, Stewardship: A Disciple’s 
Response, the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops stated, “The 
life of a Christian steward, lived 
in imitation of the life of Christ, 
is challenging, even difficult 
in many ways; but both here 
and hereafter it is charged with 
intense joy.” Lillian and Bill 
Switaj are joyful people, and we 
appreciate their willingness to 
share their joy with the rest of us!

“We have to listen to Him 
though and seek the truth. 

The truth does not change. We 
have seen the Church become 
more personal and more lay-

oriented. Priests and nuns did 
a lot of work that we lay people 

have to do today. But we 
have always been the Church, 
and it would not be what it 
is without our willingness 
to share and be part of it.” 

– Lillian Switaj
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Sheep are mentioned more times in 
the Bible than any other animal. 

In fact, more than 500 references are 
made to sheep. It naturally follows 
that shepherds are an important 
aspect of the Bible, as well. The first 
shepherd is found in Genesis; “Abel 
became a herder of flocks” (Genesis 
4:2). Shepherds continue to play a 
dominant role throughout Scripture. 
We all are familiar with the beautiful 
Psalm 23, composed by David (a 
shepherd himself): “The Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall not want.”

Many other familiar Biblical 
figures served as shepherds, including 
Abraham, Jacob and Moses. However, 
the ultimate spiritual shepherd was, 
of course, Jesus Himself. “I am the 
good shepherd; I know my own and 
my own know me, just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; 
and I lay down my life for my sheep” 
(John 10:14-15). If we are familiar with 
the story of Jesus’ birth, we are also 
aware of the important role played by 
shepherds in and near Bethlehem.

We need to know that being a 
shepherd, a sheep farmer, was not 
considered to be one of the more 
noble professions – shepherds were 
looked down upon by many. Near 
Bethlehem, it may well have been 
that the sheep they were raising were 
to be used as sacrifice animals. Yet, 
God chose a special role for them at 
Jesus’ nativity. The shepherds were 
visited by an angel who announced 
to them, “I bring you good news of 
great joy…a Savior has been born 
to you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:10-11). The word “angel” in both 
its original Greek and Latin means 
“messenger.” Throughout Scripture, 
angels serve as messengers. However, 
in recounting the angel with the 
shepherds, something occurs which 
is unique – the initial angel was 
joined by a “heavenly host” of angels, 
proclaiming “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace 
for those he favors” (Luke 2:14).

The shepherds, of course, rush to 
Bethlehem to find the Christ Child. 

When they had seen the Savior, they 
told others, many others most likely, 
what they had seen and what they 
experienced. The shepherds in effect 
became the new messengers of the 
Good News.

Shepherds were good stewards. 
Being a shepherd meant feeding the 
lambs and sheep; bringing them 
to good pasture lands and water; 
caring for them; delivering new 
lambs; leading them and teaching 
them to stay together; going after 
those wandering and lost; and 
protecting them. Jesus was indeed 
our Good Shepherd.

However, He calls us to be 
shepherds, as well – and Advent 
and Christmas are good times for 
us to pursue and live out that call. 
We need to be shepherds. We need 
to seek out those who are lost. We 
need to love and care for them. 
We need to lead them to faith and 
to the Church. This is the time. Be 
a shepherd yourself this season. 
Proclaim the Good News!

Be a Shepherd This Christmas
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The Catholic Church is the largest 
Christian church in the world. 

Yet, it is said that one of every three 
traditional Catholics is not practicing 
his or her faith. They are, so to speak, 
“inactive Catholics.” It is estimated 
that in the U.S. alone, there are more 
than 20 million inactive Catholics. 
In response to this situation, our 
St. Raphael Church instituted the 
Catholics Coming Home Ministry 
and program. This ministry enables 
people to reintroduce themselves 
to the Church in an embracing and 
compassionate way. 

One of those involved in this 
ministry from its beginnings was 
Annette DeGidio. She recalls the 
motivation and the impetus for 
becoming involved.

“I was on the Evangelization 
Committee at St. Raphael,” she 
says. “One of the outgrowths of 
that effort in 2006 was what we now 
call ‘Catholics Coming Home.’ By 
studying similar programs around 
the country and in our area, we 
have been able to develop a formal 
program, which has been quite 
successful. It involves a seven-
week program held on Wednesday 
evenings for 1 ½ hour sessions. It is a 
friendly, down-to-earth, welcoming 
process for those who have ‘fallen 

away’ and are no longer formally 
practicing their faith.”

Five years ago, Carla Renick 
responded to the invitation to 
become part of this process.  “I had 
gone through some difficult things in 
my life, and I basically had stopped 
going to church, or really doing 
much of anything with my Catholic 
faith,” Carla says. “I had lost my way, 
and I was struggling emotionally. 
I knew I needed something, and 
my Catholic faith seemed to be the 
answer. I wanted to reconnect with 
my Church and with God.”

In fact, it was an article in a 
local newspaper that caught Carla’s 
attention.

“We use a number of methods to 
let people know what we are doing 
with Catholics Coming Home,” 
Annette says. “Beginning in early 
November and through December 
and into January we include 
announcements in the bulletin. 
However, we have also used local 
newspapers and other publications 
to present an invitation to those who 
might be interested. We hold the 
program once a year in February and 
March. We also have information 
in the bulletins of 11 other nearby 
Catholic parishes. Each year, we 
have some 10-15 people respond.”

One of those respondents was 
Carla. 

“I decided to go to the first 
meeting, and I was not sure if I would 
go back,” Carla says. “I am basically 
a shy person and not very talkative. 
One of the appeals of the program to 
me was that others who, like me, had 
stopped practicing their faith, gave 
witness to their own faith journeys. 
I kept with the program all the way 
through, and what a difference this 
has made in my life.”

“I Wanted to Reconnect With My Church and With God”
Our Catholics Coming Home Ministry at St. Raphael

continued on back cover

“I more than reconnected with God and my faith. I have reconnected with my entire faith 
community. Here at St. Raphael, we speak of stewardship of time, talent and treasure. I do 

not have much, but I do have my faith again. This has led me to get involved with Bible 
study and many other ministries, which strengthen my conversion.” – Carla Renick

Left to right, Susan Skoch, Dean Brennan, 
and Carla Renick
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“We use a team approach so that there are actually 
as many parishioners on the ministry team as we have 
participants,” Annette says. “Father and the parish staff 
have been incredibly supportive. I have a great sense of 
satisfaction being a part of this.”

For Carla, participation in the program led to wonderful 
opportunities to further grow and share in her faith.

“At the completion of the program, Deacon Larry asked 
me if I might want to be part of the next team,” she says. 
“As I said, I am not the most outgoing person, but I agreed 
to do it, and I have given one of the witness talks every 
year since then. I more than reconnected with God and my 
faith. I have reconnected with my entire faith community. 
Here at St. Raphael, we speak of stewardship of time, talent 

and treasure. I do not have much, but I do have my faith 
again. This has led me to get involved with Bible study and 
many other ministries, which strengthen my conversion. I 
feel connected. For a long time, I did not feel connected, 
even if I went to Mass. My faith is alive, and I do not mind 
sharing that.”

Our Catholics Coming Home Ministry at St. Raphael  continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

For more information on the Catholics Coming Home 
program, please be sure to keep an eye on the bulletin and 
listen for announcements. If you wish, you can contact 

Deacon Larry Gregg at 440-892-9828, Annette DeGidio 
at 440-250-9028, or Dean Brennan at 440-892-2877.


