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Christ didn’t come for the righteous but for the 
sinners, for normal people with normal struggles. 

When Erin and Scott Webber first joined St. Raphael in 
2008, they were looking for a loving community, a place 
where they could go for support. 

Lifelong Catholics, Scott and Erin both attended 
Catholic school from their earliest formation through 
college. The faith was central in their families. Yet, like 
many young people in their 20s, they were working full-
time and with their busy schedules, they didn’t have an 
active parish life until joining St. Raphael as adults. 

“We felt very called to St. Raphael,” Erin says. “We 
knew we wanted our son to go to Catholic school, but we 
weren’t sure where, and St. Raphael School has a great 
reputation. We also knew Fr. Tim because he married us at 
St. Angela’s in 1996. We both prayed about it and wanted 
an active, vibrant and welcoming community. It was clear 
to us that all of that was available at St. Raphael.”

The first step they took after joining the parish was 
becoming involved in Catholics Coming Home, a faith 
formation program that reintroduces Catholics to their faith.

“You’re never really done learning about the faith,” 
Erin says. “It was really enlightening because I think our 
perception of the faith was different when we learned 
about it growing up. In addition to going to Mass 
and participating in the sacraments, the faith is about 
developing a relationship with Christ.”

Yet, Erin admits that despite her own personal 
experiences of grace that come from Mass, their family 
still falls short in meeting their weekly obligation.

“Our family’s struggle with Mass comes from our 
lack of true understanding of it – a failure to recognize 

its importance,” she says. “It 
seems to me that a lifetime 
commitment to regular Mass 
attendance comes from the 
revelations that only come from 
experiencing the Eucharist 
and Mass. Yet, so many of us 
well-intentioned, practicing 
Catholics fall short in this area. 
I want people to know that you 
don’t have to be perfect to be in 
parish life. You just have to try. 
God doesn’t promise us it will 
be easy, but He does promise it 
will be worth it!”

With two young children, 
fifth-grader Shane and second-grader Bridget, it was a 
challenge to attend events at church, but Scott and Erin 
tried to take advantage of all the programs available to 
help them grow in their faith. They attended the ALPHA 
Program and did the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises.

“For Scott, serving on the Parish Council for four 
years really helped him become ingrained in the 
parish,” Erin says. “You get to know people, and you 
get to understand the parish. You get to serve the parish 
in a special way.”

For Erin, being involved in Familia, which studies 
Pope John Paul II’s teachings on marriage and family, 
brought her into relationships with multiple women of 
the parish with the same values. 

“When I joined Familia four years ago, it was a 
turning point in my life,” Erin says. “I developed a level 

“You Don’t Have to Be Perfect to Be in Parish Life”
Scott and Erin Webber

The Webber family in 
the Prayer Garden at St. 

Raphael. (From left) Scott, 
Shane, Bridget, and Erin.
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Be Stewards, Not Consumers  

During the Advent and 
Christmas Seasons

The secularization of the Advent 
and Christmas seasons celebrates 

the “holidays” with full fury all the 
way up to the 25th of December. 
With all of the gift buying, partying 
and rushed errands, we miss the 
true purpose of the Advent season, 
which was meant to be more austere, 
contemplative and penitential.

Indeed, through our hectic 
schedules, we often fail to properly 
grasp the significance of this season, 
due in large part to the successful 
secularization of our Catholic “holy 
day,” which is now simply reduced to 
“the holiday season.” This fact serves 
as a metaphor for our examination of 
conscience and confession of sins in 
the Sacrament of Penance during the 
season of Advent.

Look to the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke and reflect upon the 
“Infancy Narratives” concerning 
the incarnation and birth of Jesus 
Christ. If we only had the “Infancy 
Narratives” of these Gospels and no 
other information, we would have 
the Gospel of Christ in miniature. The 
angelic choir makes clear that Jesus is 
God and Man, the Second Person of 
the Blessed Trinity. The message to 
the shepherds makes clear that Jesus 
came for the outcast and rejected 
– for the sinner. The adoration of 
the Magi shows that conversion is 
for all people and Jesus’ message is 
universal. It makes clear that Jesus 
will suffer and eventually die, but 
by way of mystery, this will fulfill 
His mission to redeem the world 
from sin and death. The wood of the 
manger and the swaddling clothes 
anticipate the wood of the cross and 
the burial shroud. Jesus is placed 
into a “feeding trough” for animals, 
symbolizing the Risen Lord who will 

become the Eucharistic Food for the 
world at Mass.

As stewards, we should have 
no anxiety that is rooted in buying 
gifts or being “ready” in the secular 
sense. We can ease our anxieties by 
focusing on our relationship to God, 
Church and one another. Am I right 
with God? Do I use His many gifts 
of Grace for conversion and true 
stewardship and discipleship? Do I 
repent of my sins and make a firm 
purpose of amendment? Do I go to 
confession regularly, especially when 
I am in a state of mortal sin? Am I 
ready to meet my Lord and Savior 
either at my particular judgment 
at the hour of my death, or at the 
General Judgment when Christ will 
return in glory at the end of time?

Pray that this season will truly 
be a season of “holy days,” not just 
a holiday. Let us not be consumers of 
religion, but true stewards of God’s 
manifold gifts.

As stewards, we should have no anxiety that is rooted in 
buying gifts or being “ready” in the secular sense. We can 
ease our anxieties by focusing on our relationship to God, 

Church and one another. 
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St.Raphael

Jesus is at the Heart 
of This Beautiful Season

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

As the glorious time of Christmas draws near, remember that Jesus is at the heart of this beautiful season. God 
sent His only begotten Son to inspire and encourage us in our spiritual lives. The Incarnation, God taking on 

flesh in Jesus, touches lives all around us, and gives life a fuller meaning and purpose. We experience this presence 
in the innocence of a newborn; a youngster who discovers his or her gifts and talents; a student returning home for 
the holidays; the single person who has found they really make a difference; the love of a newly married couple; 
an older couple at peace with life and each other. The Incarnation, that powerful gift of God made present, is here 
for all of us. Celebrate Emmanuel, God’s presence with us. Know that you will be remembered in our Masses and 
prayers this Holy Season.

Season Schedule

Rev. Timothy W. Gareau, Pastor  Tish Bush    Maureen Mayer
Rev. Ryan Cubera    Barbara Cunningham   Ann Miller
Rev. Al Krupp     Mark Cunningham   Pat Ranallo
Deacon Larry Gregg    Ellen Grady    Nora Ruddy
Deacon Tom Senn    Joanne Hout    Terri Telepak
Roger Andrachik    Andy Kereky    Bill Toler
Clare Blake     Ashley Klug    Kathy Witmer
Brian Blayney     Amy Lashutka

CONFESSION SCHEDULE:
Dec. 6 – 3 to 4 p.m.
Dec. 13 – 3 to 4 p.m.
Dec. 16 – 7 to 9 p.m.

Dec. 20 – 2:30 to 4 p.m.

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE:  
Dec. 7 at 7 p.m., St. Joseph Church

(Combined with our Cluster Parishes – Holy 
Spirit, St. Joseph and St. Raphael Parishes)

MASSES:
Christmas Eve – Dec. 24

4 p.m. Masses PAC/Lunch Rm.
6 p.m. Mass, 8 p.m. Mass
12 a.m. Midnight Mass

Christmas Day – Dec. 25
7:30 a.m. Mass
9:30 a.m. Mass
11 a.m. Mass

12:30 p.m. Mass

Dec. 26
9:15 a.m. Mass

Solemnity of Mary – 
Holy Day of Obligation – Jan. 1

Vigil Mass, Dec. 31, 5:30 p.m.
Holy Day Masses, Jan. 1, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Eucharistic Adoration after the 11 a.m. Mass in 

PAC until 1 p.m.
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YOU are an encounter with Christ!
“This is the simple guiding mantra of the 

St. Raphael Hospitality Committee,” says Anne 
Marie Farr, the committee’s Team Leader. As 
disciples of Christ, we bear witness to Him 
through the virtues of faith, hope and love we 
incorporate into and exhibit in our own lives. In 
a very real sense, then, we become an instrument 
of “encounter” for all those we meet. Through 
those encounters, hearts are drawn deeper into 
relationship with our Lord and Savior.

Formed last year as a subcommittee of the 
parish Evangelization Council, the Hospitality 
Committee’s mission is to build community and 
thereby facilitate encounters with Christ.

“When a stranger comes to our parish, what 
kind of experience will they have?” asks Anne 
Marie, noting that when strangers encounter 
people who are warm, friendly, sincere and 
generous, they are more likely to come back again. 

“That kind of welcoming experience fosters 
a sense of belonging, of community,” she says. 
“We want everyone – parishioners and visitors 
– to feel that they are part of our parish family.”

The Hospitality Committee is tasked 
with evaluating, supporting and improving 
hospitality in all aspects of parish life. Members 
of this new – and growing! – committee have 

put together some notable projects over the past 
year. Their first project was the Traveling Prayer 
Statue, introduced for Advent 2013. The statue is 
a miniature replica of “A Quiet Moment” Holy 
Family statue by renowned sculptor Timothy 
P. Schmalz. Each week, a different family – or 
single parishioner – picked up the statue after 
Sunday Mass, took it home with them, and then 
returned it the following weekend for another 
family to take.

“Our hope was that families would take time 
out to pray together while they have the statue,” 
says committee member Gina Green.  “It is our 
further hope that sharing this statue will help 
develop bonds between families and build up 
our faith community.”

The Traveling Prayer Statue will be available 
for parishioners to take home again this Advent. 
There are actually six statues, one for each 
weekend Mass.

Next was the “I Thirst” concert during 
Lent 2014. Hospitality brought internationally 
renowned Catholic singer, songwriter and 
recording artist Tajči to our church for a free 
concert that retold the story of Christ’s Passion 
in a very powerful way.

“This program was more than just a concert 
– it was a chance for all of us to reconnect with 
our faith,” says committee member Chris Green. 
“We hoped to draw parishioners, but also people 
from outside our parish. It was an opportunity to 
invite family, but also others from the workplace 
and larger community into our church to share 
the story of Christ’s sacrifice for us.” 

The Hospitality Committee also supported 
the parish “Praying the Way” initiative in 
October of this year. For example, the members 
provided the manpower behind the Prayer 
Partner mailing, which required matching 
every parishioner/family with another 
parishioner/family to pray for throughout the 

Hospitality Committee Works to Foster 
a Sense of Belonging and Community at St. Raphael

The Traveling Prayer Statue project for Advent 2013
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Hospitality Committee Works to Foster 
a Sense of Belonging and Community at St. Raphael

year until Aug. 22, 2015 – the day we consecrate 
our new church. They also hosted the Bonfire 
Social at the end of the month, when all the 
October written prayer intentions submitted 
by our parish community were offered up 
to God in a bonfire on the front lawn. The 
social immediately following this service was 
“a chance for everyone to meet their prayer 
partners and to support one another on our 
continuing pilgrim journey,” notes committee 
member Ben Brant.

There is no shortage of future project ideas 
for this lively group.

“We are currently working on Bambinelli 
Sunday for this Advent,” says committee member 
Ellen Grady.

Parish families will be invited to bring the 
infant Jesus from their nativity sets in to the 
PAC for a communal blessing on Dec. 13, the 
weekend of Gaudete Sunday. This has been 
a tradition in Italy for several decades, with 
children bringing their baby Jesus to St. Peter’s 
Square for a papal blessing. 

“We are hoping to make this a tradition at our 
local parish every year,” Ellen says. Please watch 
the parish bulletin for more details.

The Hospitality Committee is always looking 
for new ideas. For more information, please 
contact Anne Marie Farr at 440-336-2025 or 
amf21264@gmail.com.

“When a stranger comes to our parish, what kind of experience will 
they have? A welcoming experience fosters a sense of belonging, of 
community. We want everyone – parishioners and visitors – to feel 

that they are part of our parish family.” – Anne Marie Farr

The Tajči concert, Lent 2014 Bonfire Social for “Praying the Way” in October 2014
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It is ironic that today, with all of the freedom of religion 
that we enjoy in the United States, many of us wonder 

why we must go to Mass on Sunday.
However, if we really understood what the Mass is 

and how we participate in the celebration, we would 
instead be asking why we, as sinful human beings, are 
even able to participate in the Mass. If we simply un-
derstood and recognized that God’s infinite goodness 
allows us to do so, we would be eager to go to Mass on 
Sunday and every other day of the week.

It is true, however, that all Catholics are obliged to 
“Keep holy the Lord’s Day” by sharing in the Mass. But 
why are we obliged?  

The Eucharistic Liturgy is the center of our faith. It 
is “the summit toward which the activity of the Church 
is directed” and it is “the font from which all her power 
flows” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 10). It does not 
exhaust the activity of the Church, but is most certainly 
her greatest work.

The sacrifice of Christ on the cross is literally re-pre-
sented to the Father during Mass, and Christ allows us to 
join with Him in offering that sacrifice. Imagine our Lord 
and Savior dying on the cross for us right up the street. 
Imagine knowing that Mary is sitting at the foot of the 
cross with St. John, witnessing her Son giving Himself to 
the Father for the sake of all of us. Would we not run to 
be there? Would we not desire to share in His sacrifice, 
just as Mary did?

Believe it or not, the sacrifice of Calvary is really, truly 
happening at our parish, every time the Mass is offered.

Our participation in Mass gives us the strength and 
the graces we need to live our lives as Christ’s disciples. 
So what does this mean for us?

This means we have a front row seat to the sacrifice 
of Calvary. Given such a gift, how can we not accept it?

We also have a chance to join in Jesus’ sacrifice by 
offering our own prayers and petitions. As an example, 
what better gift could we give deceased loved ones than 
the offering of prayers for their souls in Purgatory?

Most importantly, we have the opportunity to receive 
the Eucharist, followed by quiet time, when we offer sin-
cere thanks and allow God’s graces to fill us. Think of all 
that you are missing when you do not properly prepare 
yourself to receive the Holy Eucharist.

 We ought to joyfully run to Church each Sunday, 
eager to give God glory in the greatest way we can! At-
tending and actively participating in Mass every Sunday 
is our obligation as Catholics. But we should not allow 
the fact that our attendance is “required” to stop us from 
going. Nor should we allow our laziness to overshadow 
the amazing privilege and the many blessings that lay 
before us in the Mass.

The pope and the bishops direct us to participate in 
the Eucharistic Liturgy every Sunday because they know 
there is no better way to keep holy the Lord’s day – giving 
God thanks for all He has done for us in the most power-
ful way possible. They know that, through the Mass, we 
gain the graces necessary to live our lives in this world.  

Our ability to participate in the Mass is a wonderful 
gift, not a great burden. May Christ enlighten our minds 
and hearts to clearly see the wonders of the celebration, 
and give us great enthusiasm and eagerness to participate.

Imagine our Lord and Savior dying on the cross 
for us right up the street. Imagine knowing that 
Mary is sitting at the foot of the cross with St. 
John, witnessing her Son giving Himself to the 
Father for the sake of all of us. Would we not 
run to be there? Would we not desire to share in 
His sacrifice, just as Mary did?

Understanding the Mass
Giving Thanks to God in the Most Powerful Way Possible
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To see the face of Christ in the poor 
and respond with generosity is 

the call of every Christian – and it 
is a call to which parishioners of St. 
Raphael respond with a resounding 
“yes,” year after year. We are grateful 
for everyone’s support of the Mitten 
Tree in the past, and anticipate yet 
another year of joyful giving.

The Mitten Tree began in 1987 and 
is a part of the Social Concerns Ministry. 
A decorated tree usually resides in the 
gathering space – but this year, due to 
space restrictions, the “Mitten Tree” 
will be a box. The appearance may 
be different, but the goal remains the 
same – to compassionately serve our 
less fortunate brothers and sisters in 
Christ.

“It’s a way to live the Corporal 
Works of Mercy,” says Karen Kozsey, 
a Mitten Tree volunteer. “Jesus asks 
us to take care of the poor and the 
lame, to help others, and to share 
His love. That’s what we do, because 
we are all God’s children. We are all 
part of His family, and that’s what 
family does. They help each other.”

At a time of year when we gather 
to thank God for His blessings 

and celebrate our many gifts, it is 
important to remember those who do 
not have many of the things that are 
so easily taken for granted, especially 
during harsh winter months.

“When we get cold, we have 
warm mittens and scarves that we 
can pull out of the closet, but there 
are people who are not able to afford 
those,” Karen says. “They don’t have 
the mittens or gloves that we may 
take for granted. This keeps someone 
warm in some way. Jesus said to help 
others, so that’s what we do.”

This is an incredibly convenient 

way to assist those in need. Simply 
purchase hats, gloves, scarves or 
mittens and drop them in the box 
when attending Mass. Size, type, 
quantity and color are up to you. 
The collected articles of clothing 
are distributed between Adopt-A-
Family, St. Malachi in Cleveland, 
and West Side Catholic Center.

The box will be open for 
donations from the last weekend in 
November through the majority of 
Advent – Nov. 29 through Dec. 20. If 
you would like to know more about 
Social Concerns Ministry, please 
contact Michelle Walsh (440-871-
7609), Pat Pierce (440-570-4314),  or 
Judy Cornelius (440-871-4020).

“It’s important to give time, 
talent and treasure,” Karen 
explains. “It’s just part of giving 
to help others in need, even if only 
in a small way. If everybody does 
a little something, many things can 
happen.”

Annual Mitten Tree Project Returns, 
Serving Christ in the Poor

“When we get cold, we have warm mittens and scarves that 
we can pull out of the closet, but there are people who are not 

able to afford those. They don’t have the mittens or gloves 
that we may take for granted. This keeps someone warm in 
some way. Jesus said to help others, so that’s what we do.” 

– Karen Kozsey, Mitten Tree volunteer

“And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these 
least brothers of mine, you did for me.” - Matthew 25:40
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Scott and Erin Webber  continued from front cover

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

of faith that I could never have done on my own. It was 
the fellowship, the support and the community. It was the 
first time in my life that I experienced the power of women 
united in Christ, women supporting each other in a way 
that is so hard to find.” 

Scott and Erin also decided to start a new ministry venture 
as a couple, and this spring they will serve as part of the Pre-
Cana Team helping couples prepare for marriage. 

In all of their involvement, Scott and Erin hope to 
strengthen their spiritual lives and to offer their children 
an example of active parish life. Through sacramental 
preparation and activities at school, Scott and Erin’s 
children have become more involved in Mass and the 
parish themselves. 

“Bridget is very excited to receive her First 
Communion this year, and she has been enthusiastic about 

her preparation and interested in watching the Mass,” Erin 
says. “A new program was started for the students to collect 
and trade saint cards, and a table is set up for them to trade 
after each of the Masses. Now the kids are excited to come 
to Mass with their saint cards!”

Though active in so many ways, the Webbers describe 
themselves as “just doing their best” and are thankful 
for the ongoing support they receive from the loving St. 
Raphael community as they raise their family.

“None of us is perfect, and one of the biggest fruits 
of our involvement has been having the support of the 
community,” Erin says. “Being active in the parish life and 
having our kids in the school allows us to bond over our 
faith in a way that is difficult to get anywhere else. We are so 
grateful for the consistent love we have received from the 
community, Father and the parish staff.”


