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In June of 2014, we sang “Let us go rejoicing to the 
house of the Lord” as we transitioned from our 

previous worship space to the Parish Activity Center 
– PAC. Soon, we will embark on our next transition as 
we embrace our new church. This journey will begin 
with the Mass of Dedication on Saturday, Aug. 22, at 
4:30 p.m. There are several elements that are unique to 
this celebration, and to help our parish prepare for this 
special day, we would like to share them with you.

Procession From the Parish Activity Center
The dedication of the new church will begin in the 

PAC. Bishop Lennon will invite us to process in a spirit 
of joy and will lead us into our new home as we sing 
again “Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.” 
Our focus this year sought to reflect upon some of the 
different aspects of “the Way” that we are journeying. 
The “Way,” who is Christ Himself, is marked in a special 
way by the Spirit’s gift of joy – a gift that becomes ours 
as we become one with Jesus as disciples.

Handing Over the Building
The procession will pause at the doors to the church 

in the Gathering Area. At that time, representatives of 
those who have been involved in the building of the 
church will hand over to the bishop various items. The 
architect will hand over the blueprints of the building. 
The general contractor will hand over a book of 
progress of the work, which will include the names 

of those in charge of each project and of every worker 
who contributed to the construction. The keys of the 
church will also be given to our bishop at this time. 
After some remarks, Bishop Lennon will entrust the 
keys to Fr. Tim, who as pastor is entrusted with the 
pastoral care of St. Raphael’s on behalf of the Bishop.

Blessing and Sprinkling of Water
Once the entrance rite is completed, the bishop will 

bless water. With this water, he will sprinkle those of 
us gathered as a sign of repentance and as a reminder 
of our Baptism – the Sacrament by which we first 
entered the Church and became members of the Body 
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of Christ. The walls and the altar 
of the church will also be sprinkled 
so that they may be purified. Other 
objects that will be sprinkled include 
the ambo, organ, bells, confessionals, 
ambry – where the Sacred Oils are 
kept – the baptismal font, the chapel 
altar, and the presider’s chair.

Presentation of the Lectionary
Before the Liturgy of the Word 

begins, the bishop will pray, “May 
the Word of God always be heard in 
this place, as it unfolds the mystery 
of Christ before you and achieves 
your salvation within the Church.” 
Then, for the first time, the Word 
of God will be proclaimed in our 
church. At the conclusion of the 

Liturgy of the Word, the Universal 
Prayers – also known as the petitions 
– will be omitted. In its place, we 
will sing the Litany of Saints. In this 
song, we entrust our prayers to our 
brothers and sisters in heaven asking 
that we too be firmly joined together 
as one in the Body of Christ.

Prayer of Dedication and the 
Anointing

Between the Liturgy of the 
Word and the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist will take place the prayer 
of dedication and the anointing. 
There are several elements to this 
portion of the dedication that will 
be detailed below.

Prayer of Dedication
After inviting us to pray and 

asking for the intercession of Mary 
and all the saints, the bishop will 
begin the Prayer of Dedication. In 

this prayer, we will reflect upon the 
mystery of the Church as fruitful, 
holy, favored, and exalted. In this 
prayer, we will hear many of the 
images that Jesus gives us in the 
Scriptures concerning our Church. 
After reflecting upon the mystery 
of the Church as given to us by 
Jesus, we ask for the gathering of 
all the children of God, especially 
the poor, outcast, and forgotten to 
this saving altar.

Anointing of the Chapel Altar and 
the Walls of the Church

The bishop will next anoint the 
chapel altar and the walls of the 
church with Sacred Chrism. This is 
the same oil that is used to anoint the 
crown of our heads at Baptism, our 
foreheads at Confirmation, and the 
hands of a priest at Ordination. As 
we – the living stones of the Church 
– are anointed, so too is the building 
that stands as an image of the living 
stones of the Body of Christ.

Incensation of the Altar and the 
Church

Throughout the Scriptures, 
incense offers an image of the prayers 
of God’s children rising up to the 
Father. As we prepare our church 
to be a place of prayer and a house 
of God’s family, we use incense as 
a tangible reminder of the prayer of 
our hearts and our community that 
will rise from this place to the Father.

Lighting of the Altar and the Church
The final portion of the Prayer of 

Dedication and Anointing involves 
the lighting of the candles throughout 

continued on back cover
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August: The Gift of Time
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

As August dawns upon us, I’m shocked by the simple reality that 
summer is just about over! Yes, some of us are trying to squeeze in 

that one last vacation or sit outside for just a few more minutes. But for the 
most part, we’ve started to transition back into the swing of fall.

How has this happened? Wasn’t it just yesterday that the kids were 
being let out of school and the sun decided to show its beautiful face again?

I once heard from a psychologist that time seems to pass more 
quickly as we get older because we’re experiencing fewer “firsts.” 
When we’re continually experiencing new things, time tends to 
stand still while we’re living them. After we’ve repeated those 
events numerous times, they don’t faze us much any more – and 
before we know it, months have passed, seasons have changed, 
and it’s time to start the annual cycle again.

Yet, we should not allow our time to be something that 
simply evades our grasp, trickling through our fingers. After 
all, time itself – every moment on this earth – is a gift from 
God. We each have 24 hours today and seven days this 
week to use however we please. Not one of us gets more 
time than another. 

At the end of this summer, there is cause to look back 
and see how we chose to use our time these last few 
months. Did we set aside time to pray? Have we allowed 
for time to serve others? Did we devote time each day to 
serve God?

When we assess the use of our time, we must make 
a spiritual examination – “Have I been a good steward of 
the time given to me?” Maybe now is a good time to make 
some changes in our lives and get more involved. There is 
no better time than right now to seek out ways to serve God, 
our parish, and those around us. This is what it means to be a 
good steward!

As the lazy days of summer give way to the busyness of fall, 
remember to keep God in your hearts, in your minds, and on your 
tongue as we continue our stewardship journey as a parish family. 
Please pray for me as I pray for you.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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The beginning of the school 
year is full of newness and 

excitement. Students meet their 
new teachers and new classmates, 
and the teachers greet their 
new young students who are 
ready to learn new things. For 
the upcoming school year at St. 
Raphael, the biggest new change is 
the completion of the new church 
building. 

“This year, I’m most excited 
about a fresh beginning with the 
new church, a lot of new staff, new 
ideas, new energy,” says Principal 
Ann Miller. “It’s a new beginning. 
The new church is going to bring a 
new start, creating history with the 
new year and a new building.”

Even the theme for this school 
year reflects the importance of the 
new church building. Last year, 
during the construction of the new 
church, the theme was “Building Our 

Faith.” This year’s theme is “Moved 
by Faith,” signifying the move into 
the newly completed church, which 
coincides with the start of the new 
academic year.

Not everything is new or 
changing, and as always, there are a 
number of events and activities going 
on around St. Raphael School in the 
first few weeks and months of the 
new year. There will be a question-

and-answer evening for new families 
on Tuesday, Aug. 18, at 7 p.m. in the 
library. On the following day at 1 
p.m., the school will have its Meet-
and-Greet, an informal open house 
when students and their parents can 
meet their teachers. The first day of 
school is very next day, Thursday, 
Aug. 20. 

The Home and School Association 
also sponsors an afternoon of play 
for the new kindergarten students 
and their parents, giving the kids a 

chance to play together while their 
parents get to know one another.

Next month, the school 
will have three formal open 
houses — one for the primary 
grades on Tuesday, Sept. 1, 
one for intermediate grades on 
Wednesday, Sept. 2, and one for 
junior high grades on Thursday, 
Sept. 3. Then on Friday, Sept. 4, 
St. Raphael School will have its 

opening school Mass, the first 
school Mass in the new church.

“We will be putting together a 
very special Mass,” Mrs. Miller says. 
“It will be our first school Mass in 
the new church. Of course, all of our 
parents are encouraged and welcome 
to attend.”

After that opening school Mass, 
the eighth-grade students will be 
commissioned as leaders of the 
school. During the commissioning, 
the eighth-graders stand in front of 
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A New Year at St. Raphael School
the school and their parents, Fr. Tim blesses them and they 
are prayed over. 

“They always receive a little pin that they wear every 
day to remind them that they are leaders in our building, 
and they should take more leadership roles if possible, and 
be positive role models,” Mrs. Miller says.

Several new teachers are joining St. Raphael School’s 
faculty this year, including first-grade teachers Mary Sak 
and Nikki Peskura, third-grade teacher Lisa Karnatz, sixth-
grade math teacher Amy Hoffmeister, and junior high 
Spanish teacher Mary Beth Paponetti. Also new this year 
are library/tech aide Ellen Skonce and reading specialist 
Mary Lavelle. 

The curriculum for this year will be largely the same as 
last year, but there are a few small changes. The number of 
ChromeBooks in the classrooms is increasing this year, and 
there are new math and science textbooks that the students 
can access online at home. 

With all that is happening in our parish and school 
community, this promises to be a very special year at St. 
Raphael School. 

“Because we will have our new church, we will now 
have our Parish Activities Center back and we will have 
our lunchroom, which was our designated gym during 
the school week,” Mrs. Miller says. “Those will be the big 
impacts daily. Last year, we converted the PAC into the 
church, and the lunchroom was our gymnasium. So, we’ll 
be back to our normal school year. Our parish family will 
be able to attend school Masses with us. We’re really excited 
about that. It will be nice and a more welcoming space with 
people having room to be in there. It will be nice to have our 
lunchroom.”

As always, every new initiative and change that comes 
with a new year at St. Raphael School is an effort towards 
better serving the students and families of our community 
and carrying out the school’s mission of living our faith and 
learning through a commitment to academic excellence.

“We educate the child both academically and 
emotionally, but most importantly, spiritually,” Mrs. 
Miller says. “We give them faith formation, partnering 
with their parents. They’re getting a wonderful faith 
formation along with very strong academics. And it’s 
balanced. We’re not just academic or spiritual – it’s a 
connection. We live the Catholic faith every day, and 
that’s what we want them to learn, in partnership with 
their parents.”

For more information, 
please call the 

St. Raphael School Office 
at 440-871-6760.
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Stewardship

Hospitality
Christian Kindness

“When I was a 
stranger, you welcomed 
me” (Matthew 25:35). 
The Gospel teaches that 
whenever we welcome 
the least of our brothers or 
sisters, we welcome Christ 
himself. That is why the 
first mark of a stewardship 
parish is hospitality. Being 
friendly is one of the first 
ways we can be Christ-like 
toward others. 

Modern Catholic 
parishes are often so 
large and have so many 
Masses that many 
parishioners don’t know 
one another. To create a 
sense of community, be 
sure to smile and greet 
others as you enter and 
exit the Church. Let’s try 
harder than ever to be a 
welcoming community.

The Four Pillars
You’ve heard about the three Ts of stewardship, but what about the four Ps? 

The three Ts — time, talent and treasure — describe the personal gifts we offer to the Church. The four Ps are 
the “four pillars” of parish stewardship described by the renowned pastor Msgr. Thomas McGread. They are the 
hallmark of a stewardship parish —  hospitality, prayer, formation and service. Let’s take a look at each of them to 
understand how we can improve in each area.

Prayer
Heart-to-Heart 
with God

“Do not become so 
involved in the work of 
the Lord that you forget 
the Lord of the work,” a 
seminary professor once 
taught. In other words, 
don’t get so caught up with 
parish projects and outreach 
efforts that you forget to 
draw aside to spend time 
with God in prayer. Every 
great saint has taught that 
prayer is the most essential 
component in the life of the 
Christian. Through prayer, 
we nurture our most 
important relationship — 
the one that will last for all 
eternity.

A healthy prayer life 
should include communal 
prayer such as Mass, as 
well as personal prayer 
and family prayer. The two 
biggest obstacles to prayer 
are lack of time and lack of 
understanding of how to 
pray. We have to schedule 
time for prayer just as we 
would for an important 
appointment. And we have 
to learn how to pray from 
other people. Many saints 
have written spiritual books 
that describe different 
methods of prayer.

Formation
Continuous 
Conversion

Pope John Paul II 
always emphasized 
ongoing conversion. 
From childhood through 
adulthood, our whole 
life must be a process of 
drawing closer to God. 
He never stops calling 
us forward to learn more 
and to examine ourselves 
more deeply.

Very often our society 
values material things 
more than interior virtues. 
But as personal experience 
shows, when we finally 
acquire the car or house 
or “toy” that we wanted 
so badly, it doesn’t really 
satisfy. On the other hand, 
we don’t tend to desire 
spiritual virtues with the 
same kind of longing, 
but when we actually 
have them, we find them 
far more rewarding than 
material things..

Service
Love in Action

“Amen I say to you, 
whatever you did to the 
least of my brothers, you 
did it to me” (Matthew 
25:40). This Scripture was 
one of Mother Teresa’s 
favorites. Each time she 
picked up a poor and 
hungry child, she knew 
she was ministering to 
Christ. While we may not 
view ourselves as saints, 
we too are called to such 
heroic service right within 
our own community. As 
Mother Teresa said, “To be 
a saint is not the privilege 
of a few, but the duty of 
everyone.”  

We have many service 
opportunities right here 
within our own parish. If 
you have the willingness 
to serve and take the 
initiative to find where 
you are needed, you’ll find 
that there is no end to the 
families and individuals 
who truly need help. How 
can you reach out to them 
in love?
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You Are Invited to a 
Weekend Celebration!

Saturday, Aug. 22

4:30 p.m. Mass of Dedication of a Church and Chapel
Bishop Richard Lennon will be presiding at this special liturgy to dedicate our new church and 
chapel. Highlights will include: procession from the Parish Activity Center (PAC) to the new 
church, handing over the building to the Bishop, blessing and sprinkling with water, Liturgy of 
the Word, Prayer of Dedication, anointings (walls of the church and the new altar in the Franciscan 
Chapel), lighting of the altar and the church, Liturgy of the Eucharist.

6:30 p.m. Reception in the Parish Activity Center
There will be a reception in the Parish Activity Center immediately following the Mass of 
Dedication. Heavy hors-d’oeuvres and finger desserts will be served. Photos of the church 
construction and a video of the Mass of Dedication will be shown during the reception.

Sunday, Aug. 23

8 a.m. Sunday Mass in the new church
10 a.m. Sunday Mass in the new church
Noon Sunday Mass in the new church
  
Please note, there will be no donut sales after Masses this Sunday.

1:30 p.m. Open House with reception
There will be an Open House from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. with a reception in the new Community 
Room. Our new church will be open to all residents of Bay Village, surrounding communities, 
and to the public at large. Parishioners are also welcome to attend. Parish staff members will be 
positioned at various locations throughout the church and gathering area to speak to visitors about 
the origin, history, and theological symbolism of church architecture and furnishings. During the 
Open House, there will be a reception in the Community Room where light refreshments will be 
served.

4:00 p.m. Vespers in the new church
Our celebration weekend will come to a close with Evening Prayer in the new church.  This 
liturgy is open to parishioners and the public.

Access to the church is restricted until doors are opened by the Bishop as part of the 
dedication.  Please come to the PAC for the start of the 4:30 p.m. Mass. Those who are physically 
disabled should arrive by 4 p.m. and will be seated in the church prior to the beginning 
of the ceremony.
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Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

the church. Recalling the Easter Vigil during which the 
Church uses the image of a single light – that of Christ 
– breaking into the darkness and illuminating the night, 
we will hear the bishop pray, “Light of Christ, shine 
forth in the Church and bring all nations to the fullness 
of truth.” In addition to the candles in the sanctuary and 
those at each shrine, the candles along the walls where 
the anointing took place will also be lit at this time.

Here the Prayer of Dedication and Anointing 

concludes. As we enter into the Liturgy of the Eucharist, 
you will continue to hear this special dedication 
mentioned throughout our prayers. We invite you 
to come rejoice with us at the Mass of Dedication 
and reception and at the open house that will be held 
following the Masses on Sunday. Let us go rejoicing as 
we dedicate this new church by being the living stones 
that make up the Temple that is the Body of Christ!


