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Patrick Surdy has a warning for 
those who take small steps to 

become closer to Christ and His 
Church.

“Getting involved with your 
faith and falling in love with God 
is a dangerous thing,” says Patrick, 
a St. Raphael’s parishioner since 
1998. “You always want more. It is 
a positive addiction. God gave us 
a hunger for knowledge and love 
of Him, and we’re never going to 
exhaust that.”

For Patrick and his wife, Kar-
en, the Church isn’t a “club” or an 
“organization” – it is an organism, 
a living microcosm to which we all 
add. A lifelong Catholic, Patrick 
still remembers the first time he 
contributed as an adult.

“I had joined St. James in Lake-
wood after college and was asked 
if I wanted to get involved,” Pat-
rick says. “I thought I wanted to be 
involved with youth during a for-
mative time, and that was my small 
first step – checking that ‘youth 
ministry’ box on that sheet.”

Checking that small box 

brought Patrick into ministry. At 
the same time, it brought him clos-
er to Karen, who was also serving 
in youth ministry at St. James. 

Patrick and Karen were both 
blessed to be raised in strong Cath-
olic homes, and they credit their 
upbringings for their strong con-
nection to the Church and Christ. 
Karen’s faith also grew while at-
tending the University of Dayton, 
a Catholic Marianist institution. 

“We were involved, but not 
overly involved,” Patrick says. “I 
use the analogy of a little boy fly-
ing a kite above the clouds and 
though he can’t see it, he can feel 
the tug on the string. We felt the 
tug on the string and always knew 
God was involved in our lives, but 
as you grow older, you become 
more aware of it.”

After their marriage and move to 
Bay Village, Patrick, Karen, and their 
children – Natalie, 12; Abbey, 10; and 
Danny, 8 – began to take more small 
steps in involvement at St. Raphael. 
The three Surdy children all spent 
some time at St. Raphael School over 

the years, with Danny still in atten-
dance. Natalie has also become an 
altar server.

“It’s the opportunities of the 
parish that have really allowed 
us to get involved,” Patrick says. 
“We’re blessed at St. Raphael with 
a large parish with so many differ-
ent ministries. The Catholic Church 
offers something for everyone, and 
we’ve experienced that at all levels 
of our faith journey so far.”

Karen serves as an Extraordi-
nary Minister of Holy Commu-
nion and a PSR substitute teacher. 
For Karen, Familia had a large im-
pact on her spiritually.

Karen attributes Familia to 
bringing her Catholic faith to a new 
level as an adult and clarity to the 
importance of her vocation.   Karen 
says, “the teachings of St. John Paul 
give you a deeper appreciation for 
your spouse, family and beliefs.”

continued on page 5

“We Are All Being Built Into This House of God”

Patrick and Karen Surdy
Patrick and Karen Surdy with their 

children, (from left) Natalie, Danny and 
Abbey
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The Faith Journey of
St. Genesius

Being a performer and a 
comedian may sound like a 

fun way to make a living.
St. Genesius, an outstanding 

actor, playwright and comedian in 
late Imperial Rome, certainly did 
have some fun for a while. But his 
career and life came to an abrupt 
end when his work ultimately led 
him to Christ.

Genesius was a comedian of 
some renown, but in the fourth 
century, Christians were often 
discouraged from becoming 
actors because ancient Roman 
comedy was highly sexual, crude 
and offensive.

In the year 303, Emperor 
Diocletian launched what 
would be the last great Roman 
persecution against the Christian 
Church. So, Genesius used the 
persecution as an opportunity to 
write a comedy about Christianity. 
He thought it might attract the 
attention of the Emperor, increase 
his fame, and make him some 
money in the process.

Genesius approached leaders 
of the Christian community in 
Rome and presented himself as a 
catechumen seeking baptism. He 
was then invited into a period of 
instruction in the faith, in order to 
learn the beliefs of the Christians. 
He was particularly taken by the 
idea of baptism. But at the time, he 
had no plans to convert to the faith 
– it was all just a part of his plan 

to research new material to use for 
his comedy.

But a strange thing happened 
to Genesius as he began to work 
on his play, which was to be a 
comedy on baptism. As Genesius 
began teaching the other actors 
about baptism, he began to believe, 
and a desire to be baptized grew 
within his heart.

The opening night of the play 
was a great success, with Emperor 
Diocletian in attendance. But at 
some point during the play, the 
Holy Spirit touched Genesius. He 
was no longer acting.

“You fools, I wish to die a 
Christian,” Genesius said. When 
the other actors asked him why, 
he said, “All my life I have been 
a fugitive, and only today have I 
found God.”

Everyone, especially Emperor 
Diocletian, laughed as Genesius 
spoke. Genesius, standing in a 
pulpit designed to look like the 
goddess Venus, began to preach 
to the audience. He told the crowd 
how he once hated Christians and 
enjoyed insulting them. He told 
the crowd how he deserted his 
own family as a child because they 
were Christians.

From there, Genesius 
addressed Diocletian, stating 
that he wrote the play to mock 
Christians, but had been converted 
on the spot during the course of the 
play, by the power of Holy Spirit. 
“I now know that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the true God, the Light, 
the Truth and the Mercy of all who 
have received his gift of baptism,” 
Genesius said. “O great Emperor, 
believe in these mysteries! I will 
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teach you, and you will know the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the true God.” 

Diocletian was furious and 
stopped the play, having the 
troupe arrested and beaten, 
while Genesius was condemned 
to torture. Through all of his 
sufferings, he continued to confess 
that Jesus was God. When this 
failed to break his spirit, Diocletian 
ordered Genesius be beheaded. 
His final words were, “Our Lord 
Jesus Christ is God and we shall 
have life in His name.” 

St. Genesius is the patron of 
comedians and actors. His feast 
day is Aug. 25.
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The Mass is a Gift, to God and 
Our Parish Community

A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

It is hard to believe that August is 
upon us. It seems as if we were 

just looking forward to summer and 
all the pleasures associated with that 
time – and now, we are approaching 
the returns to school, the completion 
of summer vacations, and the time 
when things here at our parish get 
busier again.

We call them vacations, but the 
British call them “holidays.” It does 
not take a genius to see that the words 
“holiday” and “holy day” share the 
same roots. You may anticipate where 
I am going with this train of thought. 
There was a time when the only “holidays” people 
experienced were indeed “holy days.” That included 
Sunday, to be sure, but the reason people had these “holy 
days” was to celebrate religious times and occasions. 

An important facet of the concept of stewardship is 
our practice of the faith – our commitment to fulfill what 
the Church views as our duties related to our beliefs. 
Most of us, as Catholics, are very familiar with the term 
“Holy Day of Obligation.” In fact, there is one this month 
– Friday, Aug. 15 is the Solemnity of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. A solemnity is a Feast Day of the 
highest rank in the Church. According to the Church’s 
Code of Canon Law (1247), “On Sundays and other holy 
days of obligation, the faithful are obliged to participate 
in the Mass.” 

Note that what this actually says is that Sunday – 
just like the Feast of the Assumption of Mary, Christmas, 
Immaculate Conception and other holy days – is in 
fact a Holy Day of Obligation. Do we really think of 
our weekly attendance at Mass in that way? Certainly, 
our parents and grandparents (and many of us as well) 
understood that we were supposed to go to Mass each 
Sunday, and there were other times during the Church 
year when we were expected to go to Mass — the Holy 
Days of Obligation. 

Sometimes in our busy lives, we 
lose sight of how important this is. As 
I indicated earlier in this letter, these 
are holy days – these are days (yes, 
including every Sunday) when we need 
to make the effort and commitment 
to participate in the Mass. The Code 
of Canon Law that I quoted earlier 
continues as follows: “Moreover, they 
[that means you and me] are to abstain 
from those works and affairs which 
hinder the worship to be rendered to 
God, the joy proper to the Lord’s Day, 
or the suitable relaxation of mind and 
body” (CIC, 1247).

“Rendered to God” means that our Mass attendance 
is a gift to God. Stewardship, of course, is how we take 
the gifts God has given us, use those gifts responsibly, 
and then return them and share them with the Lord 
and those around us. Although going to Mass is a gift 
to the Lord, it is also a gift to our community and to 
ourselves as well. We need that time to step back from 
our daily worries and concerns, and to look deeper 
into the meaning of living and of the importance of our 
relationship with God.

I would like each of us to consider just how important 
it is to attend Mass. If we are really going to be committed 
to this concept of stewardship, we need to realize the 
significance of setting aside time each week, and on 
those other designated holy days (Aug. 15, for example) 
to be with the Lord and with our parish community at 
Mass. We must be committed to living out our Catholic 
faith properly and completely. 

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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The beginning of a new 
school year is a busy time. 

In addition to the new daily 
schedule of classes, homework 
and extracurricular activities, 
there are a number of key 
events that take place early in 
the year. The first day of the 
school year and the Opening 
Assembly are on Thursday, 
Aug. 21. There will be a brief 
open house on Wednesday, 
Aug. 20 for students to meet 
their new teachers. And with 
the construction of the new 
church building, the beginning 
of the school year comes with 
a few changes, including the 
school’s theme for this year. 

“Our theme is going to be 
‘Building Our Faith,’ which 
coincides with the building 
of the new church,” says 
Principal Ann Miller.

Due to the construction, 
the students will also be eating 
lunch in the classrooms this 
year, while the lunchroom 
will be used as a gym so that 
the gym can be used as the 
temporary church building.  

Once the students have 
had the opportunity to settle in 
for the new school year, there 
will be three Open Houses 
separated by grade levels. The 
Primary Open House will be 
held on Tuesday, Sept. 2, the 
Intermediate Open House will 
be on Wednesday, Sept. 3, and 
the Junior High Open House 
will be on Thursday, Sept. 4. 

This year also brings a 
few additional changes and 
activities. For instance, St. 
Raphael School will undergo 
its accreditation process in the 
upcoming year.

“Every few years, you have 
to go through this process where 
you analyze data and surveys 
to make sure the students are 
learning at appropriate rates,” 
Mrs. Miller says. “So it’s very 
important to the life and vitality 
of our school.”

There are also several 
new teachers this year — Ken 
Wolford is the new junior high 
math teacher, Bridget Lyons is 
the new kindergarten teacher, 
Shannon Morrison is the new 
PE teacher, and former PE 
teacher, Mrs. Natalie Palcko, is 
the new second grade teacher. 

In the area of technology, 
the fourth, fifth and sixth 
grades are getting 90 new 
ChromeBooks, in addition to 
the iPads and laptop computers 
already in use. 

Catholic education brings 
more to the table than just 
academics. The other side 
of the coin is the spiritual 
development that each student 
experiences during their time 
at St. Raphael School. Parents 
are, of course, the primary 
instructors of the faith for their 
children, but our school strives 
to complement the parents in 
their role and work with them 
to provide a firm foundation 

St. Raphael School Looks Forward to New Academic Year



St.Raphael

5

St. Raphael School Looks Forward to New Academic Year

of faith formation for every 
student in the school. 

The mission of St. Raphael 
School is to live our faith and 
learn through a commitment 
to academic excellence.  
Hence, the school works in 
partnership with the parents 
to ensure that all the needs of 
the children are met.

Of all the developments 
and activities taking place at St. 
Raphael School this year, Mrs. 
Miller says she is most excited 
about the construction of the 
new church and the fact that the 
students will be able to watch 

the process from the laying of 
the first brick to the building’s 
completion.

“It will be an exciting time 
for them to see everything that 
is going on,” she says. “There 
will be a glass window, so the 
kids can see into the church 
after the walls go up and they’ll 
be able to keep an eye on the 
progress while it’s happening. 
I think they’re going to find it 
very interesting.”

For more information 
about St. Raphael School, 
please call the school office at 
440-871-6760.

Patrick and Karen Surdy  continued from front cover

After joining St. Raphael in 1998 as a married cou-
ple, Patrick once again wanted to work with youth 
ministry.  He is one of many adult volunteers who 
work with Amy Lashutka, the director of Youth Min-
istry.  Patrick supports the events and activities of the 
youth group and attends the National Youth Confer-
ence with the students every two years.

Patrick and Karen took another step in their minis-
try when they began using a formal program through 
Ascension Press to teach Theology of the Body, or TOB.  
Patrick and Karen teach a middle school program to-
gether as a couple and Patrick also teaches the high 
school students with Amy Lashutka and Fr. Ryan.

“Everything that the Church teaches is countercul-
tural because our current culture says you want im-
mediate gratification, you are God, and there is no one 
truth,” Patrick says.  “We have to give our kids anoth-
er message.  At the middle school level, TOB teaches 
them they’re made in the image and likeness of God, 
they have great value as an individual and to be the 

person God made them to be.  At the high school level, 
we talk about relativism, how the Catholic faith has the 
fullness of truth and that the love between a man and 
woman is meant to point us to the Holy Trinity.”

We are all given a specific set of skills and talents 
like Patrick, who was given a skill set that helps him 
work with youth, that helps him balance being a par-
ent figure and being relatable. In small, meaningful 
ways, we each take steps to use our skill set for our 
love for Christ and for His Church – the living, breath-
ing Church.

“We are part of the living Body of Christ, the Com-
munion of Saints,” Patrick says. “We are all being built 
into this house of God. God gave us all different tal-
ents, and there’s something for everyone. Start small. 
Go to one conference, one meeting with a speaker. 
Your talents will bless someone else. If you start to get 
involved in a small but meaningful way, I guarantee 
you’ll want more.”



As Christians, it is important to recognize 
the difference between right and wrong 

– both morally and ethically. Sometimes, 
though, this line can become blurred.

Many situations we encounter in our lives 
include variables that can leave us internally 
conflicted and unsure of how to move forward, 
in accordance with God’s will.

So how do we work through these moral 
conundrums? One way is to develop a solid 
Christian conscience.

A moral conscience exists in the heart 
of every individual. As the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church states, “When he listens to his 
conscience, the prudent man can hear God 
speaking. Conscience is a judgment of reason 
whereby the human person recognizes the 
moral quality of a concrete act that he is going 
to perform, is in the process of performing, or 
has already completed” (CCC, 1777, 1778).

Think of your conscience as the “angelic” 
version of yourself sitting on your shoulder, 
giving you sound advice.

While everyone is blessed with a conscience, 
each individual has a responsibility to develop 
this conscience from the time they are young. 
Parents obviously play an important role in 
developing their children’s consciences. As the 
primary educators of their children on ethical 
issues and the Catholic faith, parents have a 
responsibility to teach virtue to their children 
and help them to avoid fear, selfishness and 
pride. As we grow older, we take on the lifelong 

challenge of continually forming our own 
consciences, and establishing a moral code 
that enables us to make the proper judgments.

One valuable tool in forming a conscience 
is the practice of introspection. “It is important 
for every person to be sufficiently present to 
himself in order to hear and follow the voice of 
his conscience” (CCC 1779). In contemporary 
society, where there are so many distractions 
and routines, it is extremely important that we 
take the time to look inward and truly listen to 
what our inner voice is telling us.

Another way to ensure we are developing 
a good moral code is by conforming to the 
mind of Christ. God the Father gave us Christ, 
physically present on this earth and recorded 
in Sacred Scripture, as the ultimate example 
of what to do and how to behave according to 
God’s will. As Bishop Donald W. Wuerl aptly 
states in The Teaching of Christ, “To conform to 
the mind of Christ is to conform to the mind of 
the Father” (p. 244). In other words, when we 
act in loving imitation of Christ, we are certain 
to make practical judgments of conscience.

The next time you are faced with a moral 
dilemma, take some quiet time to look inward, 
weigh the positive and negative outcomes, and 
listen to the voice of your conscience. Read the 
Gospels for examples of Christ’s teaching. By 
making this a regular practice, you will find 
that the voice of your conscience will come in 
louder and more clearly than you may have 
initially expected.

LIVING ACCORDING 
TO GOD’S WILL
Forming a 
Conscience and 
Moral Code
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The Parish School of Religion here at St. Raphael has some 
exciting plans for the upcoming program year, which officially 

kicks off for the first through eighth-grade students on Sept. 8, 
and for our preschoolers and kindergarteners on Sept. 14.  Terri 
Telepak, our director of Religious Education and pastoral associate, 
has worked for the Catholic Church in various ministries for 36 
years. She looks forward to starting a new year with the children, 
while construction gets underway on our new church building.

“Our theme for the coming year is ‘Build a Spiritual House,’” 
Terri says. “We will be under construction for 14 months. The former 
church building is gone, so while we’re physically seeing the new 
church being built, we will be focusing on how we are building 
a spiritual house. Is our foundation the Scriptures? What are the 
walls we’re raising up? Are we covered by prayer as our roof? How 
can we help build the Church through our families and children?”

Classes for preschoolers ages 3 and 4 through kindergarteners 
are held on Sundays during the 9:30 a.m. Mass. For first through 
eighth grades, classes are offered twice on Mondays – after school 
from 4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., and again in the evenings from 6:30 p.m. 
to 7:45 p.m. Families can choose to sign up for either class.

We are currently in the process of building a team of catechists 
and other volunteers to help make the year a big success. “Most 
of the faculty are parish volunteers,” Terri says. “We are always 
looking for people to help. Our faculty is a blend of married couples, 
stay-at-home moms and grandparents. But we also have lawyers, 
professional teachers with master’s degrees, and many different 
kinds of people who volunteer to share their Catholic faith and 
teach the young people of our parish about Jesus.”

This year will be an exciting one for our parish, and the School 
of Religion is no exception. Terri has a wealth of knowledge and 
experience in teaching children about the faith and is a wonderful 
asset to our program. She has helped to create a well-rounded, 
hands-on program for our kids that will serve them for years to 
come.

“We offer our young people a very holistic, encompassing model 
that has a lot of components to it,” Terri says. “It’s really important 
to teach our children the faith, and that they know the saints, the 
Beatitudes, and the vocabulary of the Catholic Church. Not only 

Parish School of Religion Looks to

“Build a Spiritual House”

continued on back cover
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will they learn the content from the Religion book, but 
they will also go to Confession, attend Mass and Stations 
of the Cross, and participate in our May Crowning. Our 
Jesus Buddy program pairs older and younger students 
together, and the Prayer Buddy program makes a 
connection between each classroom and a seminarian. The 
Spiritual Olympics’ program helps children practice their 
faith and serve others. Our parish catechists continually 
strive to provide the ideal environment for the faith 
formation of our young parishioners.

“We want to make sure that they are welcomed, they 
are loved, and that they experience the joy of learning 

more about Jesus,” she continues. “My goal is that their 
religious knowledge doesn’t stay in their head, but that it 
comes out through their heart and their hands and their 
words.”

PSR Classes for the first through eighth grades begin 
on Sept. 8. Preschool Religion classes begin Sept. 14. The 
deadline for registration is Sept. 1.

For more information on the Parish School of Religion, 
to volunteer as a catechist, or to find out how to register 
your child, please contact Terri Telepak at 440-871-1100, or 
via email at ttelepak@saintraphaelparish.com.

Parish School of Religion  continued from page 7

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.


