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After all Masses on the weekend of March 14 and 15, 
parishioners were able to tour the interior of the new church. 

Scheduled to be dedicated on Aug. 22 this year, the church has 
been under construction for the past several months. Although 
people have been able to watch it develop from the outside, this 
was the first opportunity to actually gain a perspective of what 
the church will look like from the inside.

In addition, the decorated stones our parish families and 
parishioners brought in last fall were placed under the future 
altar location where they will literally serve as a foundation of 
our faith here at St. Raphael for many years to come.  The number 
of people who took advantage of this opportunity to place their 
personalized stones beneath the holiest place in the sanctuary 
was amazing.

“After each Mass, long lines of people gathered to see the 
interior of the church,” notes Mark Cunningham, Director of 
Stewardship.

“It was a reverent, yet festive atmosphere,” adds Dr. Andy 
Kereky, Pastoral Associate.

In addition to the decorated stones, people were also invited 
to write messages and names and prayers on the cement floor 
in anticipation of tile being laid over them. Of course, those 
messages will also be there perpetually as a sign of those who 
have contributed in so many ways so that the new church can 
be a reality.

Mark Cunningham notes that most people seemed to find 
the church larger than they had expected. For several months 
parishioners have been able to view architectural renderings 
of the church interior.  Those renderings were on display in the 
new church building next to the areas they depict, which helped 
visitors visualize what the finished worship space will look like.

A Glimpse Into the Future 
While Recalling the Past and Present
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Making the Most of 
Every Sunday

Putting God First
Many Americans set aside their 

Sundays to enjoy various 
leisure activities. Indeed, Sundays 
during the summer months may 
include cookouts, or perhaps 
afternoons spent at the swimming 
pool or baseball stadium. And when 
fall arrives, many fans will certainly 
be spending their Sundays in front 
of the television, as they become 
engrossed in the excitement of the 
National Football League’s highly-
anticipated Sunday games.

Sunday is also the day when 
more than 18,000 Catholic parishes in 

the United States will be celebrating 
Masses. But if recent statistics are 
any indication, the percentage of the 
U.S. Catholic population attending 
Mass that day will stand in stark 
contrast to the percentage of the 
U.S. television audience watching 
Sunday football games.

According to the Pew Forum on 
Religion & Public Life’s U.S. Religious 
Landscape Survey published in 2008, 
Catholics account for roughly 23.9 
percent of the adult population in the 
United States. But of the 70 million-plus 
registered Catholics in the U.S., only 

36 percent attend Mass once a week 
or more, according to Georgetown 
University’s Center for Applied 
Research in the Apostolate. Only 12 
percent of U.S. Catholics participate in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation at least 
once a year, and a mere 17 percent of 
Catholic men say they have ever even 
slightly considered becoming a priest 
or religious brother.

God gives us leisure time to clear 
our heads and recover from what can 
often be a hectic daily life. But it is 
important that we glorify God in all 
that we do, and time away from work 
or school provides a great opportunity 
to regularly celebrate the sacraments. 
As Catholics, we are obligated to 
attend Mass on a weekly basis, barring 
illness or extenuating circumstances. 
But this is just the first step. Spending 
time in prayer, Eucharistic Adoration 
and Reconciliation provides us with 
the grace, healing and the wisdom 
to live as disciples of Christ on a 
daily basis. And sharing our time, 
talent and treasure through ministry 
participation and charitable giving 
enables us to serve our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, thus ensuring that 
we are placing God at the top of our 
list of priorities.

Each Sunday presents an 
opportunity for us to foster our 
discipleship commitments to Christ. 
So make the time and discern ways 
that you can put God first, on every 
Sunday throughout the year.
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Sharing our time, talent and treasure through ministry 
participation and charitable giving enables us to serve our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, thus ensuring that we are 

placing God at the top of our list of priorities.
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Celebrating the Joy of Christ’s Resurrection
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

There are many aspects of the Easter celebration that bring 
joy to the Christian. Not only do we rejoice in Christ’s 

resurrection, as He conquered death, but we also rejoice because 
of the eternal reward we gain through it. As the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church (654) puts it, “The Paschal mystery has 
two aspects: by his death, Christ liberates us from sin; by his 
Resurrection, he opens for us the way to a new life.” 

This new life that we speak of is a life of abundance and 
freedom found not only in our current existence, but also in our 
eternal life in heaven with God. In a beautiful mystery, Christ’s 
resurrection is the source of our own future resurrection. In his 
Letter to the Romans, St. Paul wrote: “For if we have grown into 
union with him through a death like his, we shall also be united 
with him in the resurrection” (Rom 6:5).

When Christ overcame the grave, He opened the gates of 
heaven for all humankind. Through His resurrection, we have 
the opportunity to be united with God in eternal bliss and 
happiness. What greater grounds for thanksgiving can there 
be than this Easter hope? We should sing with joy about this 
promise from God!

But how can we best express that joy? How can we thank God for 
the greatest gift that we could ever be given? We can join in worship, 
praising God in our words and deeds, and share the Good News of 
His victory with our family, friends and neighbors. Most importantly, 
we respond to His graciousness with a gift of our own – a gift of our 
very self. When we give our time, talent and treasure to God and 
to others in service, we make a concrete gesture of thanksgiving in 
return to the One who is most deserving of our love.

This Easter season, let us live out Jesus’ reassurance that “In the 
world you will have trouble, but take courage, I have conquered the 
world” (Jn 16:33). Despite the challenges of our daily lives and the 
struggles we may be going through, Christ has won for us eternal 
victory, giving us a hope for a better tomorrow and peace that will 
never end. That, my brothers and sisters, is reason to rejoice.

May God bless and keep you,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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Seven months ago, seminarian 
Brian DeLaat arrived in our parish 

to gain practical, hands-on ministry 
experience. At the time, he had 
just finished five years of seminary 
formation and he was looking 
forward to putting into practice some 
of what he had been studying and to 
experience just what was involved in 
the day-to-day operations of a parish. 
And while Brian’s presence was an 
opportunity to be part of parish life, it 
was also an opportunity for the parish 
to see the fruits of our prayers in our 
continued support for the seminarians 
in our diocese. This month, Brian will 
be returning to the seminary, and he 
shares with us how he has grown 
during his time with us. 

When you arrived at our parish last 
September, it was to gain ministry 
experience on the parish level. 
What were some things you learned 
these past few months? 

I think the biggest thing I learned 
was everything that goes into 
running a parish – all the different 
groups, meetings, people, and work 
that it takes to make a parish run. I 
also learned the importance of having 
relationships – that is, it is through 
relationships with people that we help 
bring others closer to Christ. Without 
that, our words, actions and efforts 
don’t have much effect. 

Was there anything about parish 
work that surprised you?

Just how much behind the scenes 
work there is. When you are not at 
the different meetings or interacting 
with the staff on a daily basis, you 
kind of show up to things and 
don’t realize what it took to make it 
happen. But as a seminary intern, I 
sort of got a behind-the-scenes look, 

which showed me how hard the staff 
works and all they do in order to 
make things work and run.

What were some of your duties? 
Did you have a favorite?

Some of the things that I did 
while at the parish were visiting the 
classes at the day school, working 
with PSR in many different capacities, 
helping out with the youth group, 
taking Communion to the nursing 
home, attending different committee 
meetings, giving reflections after Mass 
occasionally, attending many different 
parish groups gatherings, doing some of 
the day-to-day set-ups or preparations 
for different activities, and much more. 
As far as specific ministries, I really 
enjoyed my time spent with the high 
school youth group.

Has working in a parish reinforced 
your discernment for the 
priesthood? How so?

 I think this experience of working 
in a parish has been a great help in 
reinforcing discernment. Actually 

getting out into a parish helps you 
to understand the gifts that God 
has given you and how He asks 
you to use them. You sort of realize 
this while in the classroom, but it 
becomes so much more real when 
that work is helping to serve the 
needs of those in a parish.

What was the hardest thing about 
this assignment?

The hardest thing about this 
assignment was the amount of 
newness. As this was my first full-time 
parish experience, most everything I 
was doing was for the first time, so it 
was a lot of learning to operate in each 
new situation as it came along. My 
favorite thing was first just getting to 
know the people of St. Raphael and 
having them becoming part of my 
seminary journey.  

What memories will you take 
with you?

I think I will take many 
different memories with me. The 
one that is most important to 

Saying “Goodbye” to Seminarian Brian DeLaat

Seminarian Brian DeLaat
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Saying “Goodbye” to Seminarian Brian DeLaat
me, though, is the people and 
friendships that I formed. There 
were so many wonderful people 
that I got to meet and who were so 
welcoming, and I don’t think I will 
ever forget all the kindness that I 
was so blessed to experience.

What role does a parish have in 
supporting seminarians? How have 
you personally experienced the 
support?

The most important way that 
a parish can support seminarians 
is through prayer. The prayers 
of people in the parish are 
so invaluable in giving us 
seminarians the help and strength 
we need to discern God’s call in 
our lives. Also, the wisdom that 
the people of the parish have to 
offer has been wonderful. As a 
priest, you are called to serve 
them and their need, so to hear 
their advice on how to do this in 
the best way possible has not only 
helped with my internship, but 
also my seminary formation.

When you leave here at the end of 
the month, what are your plans?

When I leave at the end of 
April, we have two weeks back at 
the seminary, which includes a lot 
of wrap-up stuff and then we are 
off for the summer. 

How many years of formation do 
you have left? When will you be 
ordained?

I am currently in my sixth year 
in the seminary. After this year, 
we have two more years of classes 
where I will continue my theology 
studies, as well as eventually begin 
to learn the practical parts of being 
a priest like how to say Mass, how 

to hear confessions, etc. If it is 
God’s will, my ordination will be 
in May of 2017.

Is the Brian who arrived here in 
September the same Brian who 
will be leaving at the end of the 
month? How have you grown in 
these past few months?

I definitely think that I 
have changed since the time 
that I arrived. I have grown in 
confidence in my ability to do 
the different things that a priest 
is required to do. I have grown in 
my knowledge of how to serve the 
needs of a parish and how to use 
the gifts that God has given me in 
order to best do this. And finally, 
I have grown in my love for God’s 
people, I have gained so much 
more appreciation for offering 
my time and efforts in ministry 
for others, and I think so much 
of that comes from experiencing 
people’s complete willingness to 
offer their time and effort in order 
to help me.

Finally, do you have any last words 
or thoughts for St. Raphael Parish?

I guess I would just want 
to say “thank you” to everyone 
who helped me, supported me 
and welcomed me during my 
year here at St. Raphael. I really 
can’t put into words how grateful 
I am for everything that you 
did for me, and how much your 
encouragement, prayers and love 
helped me during my internship. I 
will never forget my time spent 
here and it will be a great source 
of joy for me as I go forward in 
following God’s will for my life.

Seminarian Brian DeLaat at a Youth Group 
Christmas party
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A Celebration for Our Family
First Communion

Terri Telepak, Pastoral Associate and Director of 
the Parish School of Religion, points out that the 

above statement – printed on the bottom of the First 
Communion preparation schedule – is the perfect 
summary of sacramental preparation in our parish.

“Over the years, many families have told us how 
true this is,” Terri says. “Grace and blessings really do 
come to their home because their child is bringing them 
closer to God as they prepare for a sacrament!”

Receiving the Eucharist is one of the most important 
and meaningful things we do as Catholics. As a Sacrament 
of Initiation, First Communion brings young Catholics 
into a deeper communion with our parish community 
and the greater Catholic Church. 

“The Eucharist is the center of our Catholic faith,” 
Terri says. “It is the source and summit of who we are, 
and everything flows from the altar and back to the altar 
when we celebrate the Liturgy. That is what we try to 
convey to the children. We talk about the miracle of Mass 
and the Consecration and how we adore the Presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist and what it means to receive Him. 
That is huge, and we’re trying to communicate that to 
the families and the kids as they get closer to their First 
Communion day.”

Before they can receive their First Communion, the 
children are required to complete a period of preparation. 
Here at St. Raphael, the First Communion preparation 
formally begins in the second semester of second grade, 
after the students have received their First Reconciliation 
during the first semester. The students at St. Raphael 
School go through the preparation in their school 
religion classes, while public school and home schooled 
students prepare through our Parish School of Religion 
or the Ruffing Montessori School. For all sacramental 
preparation in our parish, the students and their parents 
also attend an informational meeting, a prayer service 
and a retreat. 

“We show the kids and their families our long, 
beautiful tradition of the Eucharist and who we are as 
Catholics in our faith and in going to Mass, where we see 
that bread blessed, broken and shared every weekend,” 
Terri says. “That’s a big part of our foundation.”

We are a sacramental people. This is a celebration for both your family and our parish family. 
When you have a child preparing to receive a sacrament, grace and blessings come to your home.
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“The Eucharist is the center of our Catholic faith. It is the source and summit of who 
we are, and everything flows from the altar and back to the altar when we celebrate 

the Liturgy. That is what we try to convey to the children.” – Terri Telepak, Pastoral 
Associate and Director of the Parish School of Religion

This preparation is just part of how the children 
come to understand these sacraments. The other major 
component of their development is through their parents 
and family life. The parents of each of the 160 second-
graders who are receiving their First Communion this 
year signed a Promise Agreement stating that they 
understand their roles as the primary teachers of the 
faith for their children and promising to live up to that 
responsibility during the preparation and reception of 
First Communion and all that follows it. 

“Everybody signed this promise agreement,” Terri 
says. “That’s a big part of our preparation. It’s not just 
the responsibility of school or Religious Education to 
teach children about God. Families share in that role by 
praying with their children and bringing them to Mass. 
We’d like to see them come for a second Communion 
and a third Communion. We’re really trying to work 
with the families. When we do an information night, not 
only is it about what’s going to happen that day, but it’s 
catechesis about what receiving the sacrament means.”

Many of the students will receive their First Communion 
at a group Mass on Saturday, April 25, but families were 
also given the option for their child to receive the sacrament 
at one of the weekend Masses during the Easter season. For 
more information about First Communion, please call Terri 
Telepak at 440-871-1100.
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A Glimpse Into the Future  continued from front cover

Would you like to stay connected to the Parish using E-Mail? Then please share it with us. Just go to our Parish Website,
www.saintraphaelparish.com, and enter the information under “Staying Connected Thru E-Mail”. Information will not be shared 

and you can remove it at any time. Contact Mark Cunningham in the Parish office with questions at (440) 871-1100.

“It brought everything to life for them,” Dr. Kereky 
says. “Suddenly they could make the connection 
between reality and image.”

The idea of giving parishioners this opportunity 
came from our Pastor, Fr. Tim. He sensed the excitement 
people felt as they watched the old church come down 
and the new church go up. People were allowed to 
move completely around the interior of the church. The 
response was universally positive. Mark points out that 
many people signed their names and messages near the 
Baptistry at the back of the church and also near the altar. 
Many drew crosses near their names and comments.

“I don’t know how many people I heard say, ‘This 
is great!’” Mark says. “I also often heard, ‘This is going 

to be so nice.’”
Dr. Kereky says that he fully intended to write 

his own message,but he was approached by so many 
excited people, got caught up in their conversations, 
and forgot to do so!

“Our community is blessed in so many ways,” 
Mark says. “I was happy to see so many committed 
and dedicated parishioners able to participate on such 
a joyous occasion.”

“As I stood in the middle of the church with one 
couple, the wife commented, ‘I am so very proud and 
so glad that I am here,’” Dr. Kereky says. “I share in her 
thoughts completely.”


