
 

 

 

 
    
 
 

       
Ordinary 

Time 

 We’ve started the first of two blocks of Ordinary 

Time. Rather than meaning "common" or "mundane," this 

term comes from the word "ordinal," which simply 

means counted time.  It’s the name given for the thirty

-three or thirty-four weeks apart from Advent/

Christmas/Lent/Triduum/Easter. It doesn’t mean we 

get a break from the liturgical year. Quite the 

opposite, actually. Ordinary Time celebrates the 

mystery of Christ “in all its aspects.”  Many 

important liturgical celebrations fall during Ordinary 

Time, including Trinity, Corpus Christi, All Saints,  

the Assumption of Mary and Christ the King.  In 

addition, the Church celebrates many saints during 

this time. The liturgical color associated with 

Ordinary Time is green, which traditionally has been 

associated with new life and growth. So, let this time 

of the Church year be one of our spiritual growth. 

 

“Never go to a doctor whose office plants have died.” 

—Erma Bombeck 
 

“I have not failed; I’ve just found 10,000 ways that 

won’t work.” 

—Thomas Edison 

 

 

 

Seen on a bumper sticker in Pennsylvania: 

“Jesus would have used his turn signal.” 

—JoyfulNoiseletter, January, 2014 

Upcoming Events 

 I’ll lead a nine-week retreat of the Ignatian Spiritual 

Exercises meeting each Tuesday and beginning Febru-

ary 18. There will be a morning (10:00-11:30 AM) and 

evening (7:30-9:00 PM) session. Price is $0. Guaranteed 

to deepen your prayer life and relationship with the Lord 

Jesus. 

 Would you like to  further develop your understanding 

of and ability to hear God’s voice?  Where is God invit-

ing you to serve? See the other side of this sheet for de-

tails regarding a two-part workshop on discernment. 

 The Jesuit Retreat House in Parma has invited me to 

develop and lead a one-day retreat on different ways to 

pray. Praying backwards, praying with the imagination, 

praying with the Bible, and many more prayer forms 

will be presented during this retreat experience on Tues-

day, February 11 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, including 

lunch and Mass. The entire $25 cost goes to the Jesuit 

Retreat House. Call them to register (440-884-9300). 

 The St. Raphael web site has information on all three of 

these programs. (www.saintraphaelparish.com) 

Panoramic view of the Parish Activity Center (PAC) just prior to the Christmas Eve Masses. The PAC will be our worship 

space during the construction of our new church beginning Monday, June 9, 2014. Stay tuned for more information. 

Book Racks 

I’ve been trying very hard to keep our two book racks 

stocked with a variety of interesting, informative and 

inspirational books including books for children, about 

and by Pope Francis, for women, men, etc. Stop by and 

check them out. If there’s a book or topic you are inter-

ested in, let me know and I’ll research it for you. 

Thoughts to Ponder 

 “If you judge people, you have no time to love them.”    

Mother Teresa 

 “Reading the Bible without meditating on it is like trying to 

eat without swallowing.” (Anonymous) 

 “Instead of complaining that the rose bush is full of thorns, be 

happy the thorn bush has roses.” ~Proverb 
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