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St. Raphael Church 

Volume 1, Issue 7 

 

The next three issues will highlight the beautiful stained glass windows in our church.  All of the win-

dows in the existing church will be incorporated into the new worship space.  When the stained glass 

windows were installed in our church, a poster was created describing each window and the scripture 

reference of the scene from the Bible.  We will repeat this information and identify where each window 

will be installed in the new church. 

June 2013 
Dream Forward 

Stained Glass Windows 

Design Committee Meeting—Synopsis 

Introduction to: Stained Glass Stories, St Raphael Church, Bay Village, Ohio, Nelson J Callahan, 

Pastor:  These windows are from the former St Joseph Franciscan Church (located at E23rd and Wood-

land in Cleveland), which was originally dedicated in 1873.  Crafted in Munich, Germany, and installed in 

1902, the stained glass windows were removed by the Diocese when the parish was closed in the late 

1980’s.  They were restored and installed here at St Raphael Church in 1994 as part of a program of reno-

vation.  Bishop Anthony M Pilla celebrated a Mass of Solemn Blessing on September 29, the Feast of St 

Raphael. 

 

Through the five scripture stories and the examples of the saints, we can further our knowledge and love of 

the message and person of Jesus.  These beautiful windows can help us to contemplate and grow in our 

faith as they must have inspired the faith of the St Joseph parishioners so many years ago. 

 

Windows to be located on the south elevation of the nave (facing the school): 

 The Child Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:41-52)  “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 

house?”  Mary and Joseph discover Jesus in the midst of the teachers who are clearly astounded at His 

understanding and His answers.  The scrolls and ancient texts are set aside.  Jesus, the Word, is present 

to do the will of His Father.  Mary, His Mother, “kept all these things to be pondered in her heart.”  Mary is a 

model of constant meditation on the meaning of the life of Jesus. [Page 8, Figure 1] 

 Jesus and the Children (Mark 10:13-16)  “And people were bringing children to Him that He might 

touch them, but the disciples rebuked them.  When Jesus saw this, He became indignant and said to them, 

‘Let the children come to me, do not hinder them, for to such belongs the Kingdom of God.’  Then He em-

braced them and blessed them.” [Page 8, Figure 2] 

  

Windows to be located on the north elevation of the nave (facing the driveway): 

 Birth of Christ with Magi (Matthew 2:1-12)  “When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly…”  

The story of the Magi is a reflection on an important aspect of the Incarnation-the universality of the birth of 

Jesus.  The Messiah has come to all people, of all cultures and races, for all the ages. [Page 9, Figure 3] 

 Agony in the Garden of Olives (Matthew 26:36; Mark 14:32; Luke 22:39-46; John 18:1)  In a com-

posite of Gospel stories, we see Jesus sorrowing even unto death.  The apostles, Peter (with sword), 

James, and John sleep in response to His request to “watch and pray with me”, and the angel comes from 

heaven to give Him strength to accept the cup presented to Him. [Page 9, Figure 4]  
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St. Raphael Church June 2013 

Status of Capital Campaign 

Dream Forward 

 

 

We have a significant increase in our pledges!  Our current pledges have passed $6.0 million – that’s 85% of 

our goal of $7.1 million.  Remember, our Diocesan commitment has been met so all future dollars go directly 

to our building construction!    To date over $3.2 million of the pledges has been received – that’s 90% of what 

we need to collect before construction can begin.  Thank you for your generous support!  If you would like 

information about making a pledge, please contact the parish office at 440-871-1100. 

 

 

 

 

Will the new church have facilities for holding a wake? 

Yes, while it may not be the norm, the new facilities will be able to accommodate a viewing just prior to the 

funeral celebration.  The Community Room may also be used to host funeral luncheons after the services. 

 

We encourage your questions.  Please direct your questions to: livingstones@saintraphaelparish.com via the 

parish website. 

 

Groundbreaking is scheduled for June, 2014.  

 

Question Box 

 

 

Rose window on the front façade, the four Evangelists (facing Dover Center Road):  

 St Mark (Feast Day: April 25)  Known for his symbol, the winged lion of the desert, Mark’s Gos-

pel begins in the desert with the story of John the Baptist.  His Gospel refers to Jesus in His kingly digni-

ty. 

 St Matthew (Feast Day: September 21)  Matthew is identified with a winged man since he 

stressed the humanity of Jesus and the historical importance of the life of Christ. 

 St Luke (Feast Day October 18)  Symbolized by the figure of an ox, representing the oxen used 

as sacrifice in the Temple, Luke stresses the sacrificial character of Jesus. 

 St John (Feast Day: December 27)  Represented by the eagle, one who flies to heights, not 

only is John’s Gospel more poetic and complex, but it stresses the divinity of Jesus.  

[Page 12, Figure 9] 

Stained Glass Windows 

mailto:livingstones@saintraphaelparish.com
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St. Raphael Church 

Volume 1, Issue 8 

This is a continuing discussion of the beautiful stained glass windows in our church.   

July 2013 
Dream Forward 

Stained Glass Windows 

Design Committee Meeting—Synopsis 

Windows to be located in the Franciscan Chapel: 

 St Francis of Assisi & the Vision of Portiuncula  (1181-1226) Feast Day: October 4; Feast Day of 

Portiuncula: August 2.   Francis received this vision in the Portiuncula Chapel located near Assisi, Italy.  

The heavenly choir of angels surrounds Jesus and Mary as Jesus stretches his hand in blessing while 

holding the cross of Christ. [Page 10, Figure 5] 

 

 St Francis of Assisi Receiving the Stigmata (1181-1226) Feast Day: October 4; Feast of the Stig-

mata: September 17.  On the Feast of the Holy Cross (September14), Francis was meditating on the Gos-

pel story of Christ’s passion.  There appear to him a seraph (angel) clearly showing the face of Christ.  

Francis felt keen stabs of pain in his hands and feet.  When the vision passed, on his body there appeared 

the wonderful impressions of the wounds of Christ. [Page 11, Figure 7] 

 

 St Anthony of Padua (1195-1231) Feast Day: June 13.  Born in Portugal, Anthony eventually went 

to Padua, Italy, where God wanted him to become a preacher of the Word.  The window is his vision of 

Mary presenting the Child Jesus, to whom he had a great devotion. [Page 10, Figure 6] 

 

Windows to be located in the sacristy:   

 St Clare (1193-1253)  Feast Day: August 11.  Clare, a friend of Francis, was moved by his choice 

to give up all his wealth and spend his days living out the Gospel in poverty.  Clare began a religious order 

of women that is known as the Poor Clares.  She had a special love for the Eucharist and is often pictured 

holding the Monstrance, with which she warded off an advancing army of Saracens. [Page 11, Figure 7] 

 St Elizabeth of Hungary (1207-1231) Feast Day: November 19.  The daughter of a king of Hunga-

ry, she was a devoted wife and mother.  She is pictured here with her cape overflowing with red roses.  

According to legend, roses appeared instead of the bread she carried in her cape for the poor when she 

was challenged by her hostile relatives opposed to her charitable effort.  Her life is an example of the Gos-

pel call to be loving, caring, and forgiving to family and to others. [Page 11, Figure 7] 

 

 St Bonaventure (1221-1274) Feast Day: July 15.  Bonaventure entered the Franciscans and be-

came one of the church’s most outstanding teachers.  A Doctor of the Church, he was named Cardinal 

shortly before his death. 

 

 St Louis, King of France (1214-1274) Feast Day: August 25.  Louis became king at age twelve.  

He was a just leader and a wise and gentle father.  Advice he gave to a son indicated the kind of Christian 

leader he was: “Let your heart be gentle, compassionate, and charitable toward the poor…toward every-

one you think is suffering…”  He retrieved the crown of thorns from the Holy Land during the Crusades. 
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Note: All the stained glass windows at St. Raphael came from St. 

Joseph Church. 

St. Raphael Church July 2013 

Status of Capital Campaign 

Dream Forward 

 

 

 

Will the new church be 

used solely for religious 

services or as a multi-

purpose space? 

The new worship space will be used primarily for 

religious services including daily mass.  The 

chapel will accommodate smaller celebrations, ie 

weddings, funerals with cremains, prayer ser-

vices, and Eucharistic adoration.  The Parish Ac-

tivity Center, that was built in Phase I, is used as 

a multi-purpose space.  It was built as part of 

Phase I so that mass could be celebrated here 

during construction of the new church.   

 

  

Groundbreaking is scheduled for June, 2014.   

 

Question Box 

 

St. Joseph’s Church—The Encyclopedia of 

Cleveland History 

St. Joseph’s Church, a landmark church that stood 

for over a century on Woodland at E. 23rd St., be-

gan as St. Bernard’s parish. A frame church for this 

German parish, at Woodland and E. 23rd streets, 

was begun in 1862 and dedicated to St. Joseph. In 

1868, the Franciscan Fathers took charge of the 

parish and in 1868-70 a friary and chapel was built 

on E, 23rd St. In 1871 the frame church was demol-

ished and the cornerstone of a brick structure was 

laid. Architects of the church were Cudell and Rich-

ardson. The church was dedicated on October 5, 

1873 by Bishop Gilmour, though the steeple was not 

completed until 1899.  A new friary was built in 1893, 

and the old one became a school and parish hall.   

The church was noted for the German influence on 

its Gothic architecture as well as the elaborate interi-

or; it was once called the "Cathedral of the East 

Side." Interior features included intricate wood carv-

ings and impressive stained glass windows. St. Jo-

seph's was one of the first churches in the diocese 

built to serve a European ethnic group in its native 

language. Several other ethnic groups later met in 

St. Joseph's including Poles, Slovaks, Czechs, Ital-

ians, and African Americans. By the 1970s, the congre-

gation had dwindled due to an exodus of neighborhood 

residents, spurred on by the construction of nearby inter-

states and the effects of urban renewal. The church was 

closed in September 1986 and deconsecrated. While 

plans for the future of the structure were being discussed, 

the church sustained a destructive fire in February 1993 

and was demolished. Items from the church were reused 

in other churches in the diocese.  (Picture: St. Joseph's 

Church, ca. 1973. Cleveland Press Collection, CSU Ar-

chives)  

Our current pledges have passed $6.0 million – that’s 

85% of our goal of $7.1 million.  Remember, our Dioc-

esan commitment has been met so all future dollars 

go directly to our building construction!    To date over 

$3.4 million has been paid.  Thank you for your gener-

ous support!  If you would like information about mak-

ing a pledge, please contact the parish office at 440-

871-1100.   

REMEMBER – Groundbreaking is June, 2014. 

http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=SB
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=CFE
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=RJN
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=RJN
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=SJC3
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=P10
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=S15
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=C15
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=I7
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=I7
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=AA
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St. Raphael Church 

Volume 1, Issue 9 

 

This is a continuing discussion of the beautiful stained glass windows in our church.   

August 2013 
Dream Forward 

Stained Glass Windows 

Design Committee Meeting—Synopsis 

Windows to be located in the quieting (brides) room: 

These small windows include the Coat of Arms of Franciscans and of their Sacred Heart Province and the 

Crest of Cleveland Bishop Ignatius F Horstman. 

  

Window to be located behind the Baptistery: 

Resurrection (Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-11)  “The angel of the Lord spoke:  There is no 

need for you to be afraid…He has risen…go quickly and tell his disciples…”  While the guards tremble with 

fear and become like dead men, the angel proclaims that Jesus is victorious over the grave. [Page 12, Figure 8] 

 

Remaining windows:   

The remaining rosette windows relate to the Passion of Jesus.  Those seen at the top of the choir loft win-

dow include the Crown of Thorns and Three Nails, Veronica’s Veil, and the Tools of Crucifixion.  These will 

be located in the chapel.  Others are the Lantern and the Rooster and these will be located in the Nave. 

The small, lower window panels are symbols frequently used in church decoration.  They include the sev-

eral titles attributed to Mary in the Litany of Loretto: Tower of David, Gate of Heaven, Mirror of Justice, Sin-

gular Vessel of Devotion, and Mary, Queen of All Saints.  Others reference Jesus:       , the first three 

Greek letters of the name of Jesus; the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, Alpha and Omega, 

meaning Jesus, the beginning and the end; and the Chi-Rho, the first two letters of the Greek “Christos”.  

Remaining panels represent a Church or Cathedral and a Lily.  These lower panels will be located 

throughout the church in smaller panel openings. 

Will there be votive candles to light for intentions, will they have cushioned kneelers and where will 

they be located inside the church?  

Yes, there will be four niches throughout the church which will have votive candles to light for intentions.  A 

statue will be in each niche.  There will be a step for kneeling and we will have cushions to kneel on.  

If over 50 percent would be paid before next June why would groundbreaking have to wait until June? 

There are several reasons.  Weddings are scheduled up to two years in advance.  Fr Tim chose May, 2014, as the 

final month to schedule weddings; we would not cancel wedding dates by moving up the construction date (last year 

there were 39 weddings).  We will break ground as soon as school is out.  This gives us almost three months for 

demolition and initial construction before school and PSR resume.  2014 also gives us the opportunity to plan and 

work with both our architects and general contractor.  Also, the additional time to collect pledges minimizes the inter-

im bank loan that might be needed. 

OTHER 

We encourage your questions.  Please direct your questions to:  livingstones@saintraphaelparish.com 

Question Box 
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St. Raphael Church August 2013 

Status of Capital Campaign 

Dream Forward 

 

 

 

 

 BISHOP IGNATIUS F HORSTMANN was the 

Bishop of Cleveland when St Joseph’s Church, 

where our windows were originally installed, was 

built.  

HORSTMANN, IGNATIUS FREDERICK (16 Dec. 

1840-13 May 1908), third bishop of Cleveland, was 

born Philadelphia, Pa., to Frederick and Catherine 

Weber Horstmann. He was educated at the Jesuit 

College of St. Joseph and St. Charles Borromeo 

Seminary in Philadelphia, became one of the first 

students at North American College in Rome in 

1860, and was ordained a priest in 1865 in Rome. 

Returning to Philadelphia, he taught philosophy, 

German, and Hebrew at St. Charles Borromeo Sem-

inary. In 1877 he became pastor of St. Mary Church 

in Philadelphia, gaining a reputation as a careful 

administrator and excellent preacher. In 1885 Horst-

mann was named chancellor of the Archdiocese of 

Philadelphia. He was also assistant editor of the 

American Catholic Quarterly Review and a founding 

member of the American Catholic Historical Society. 

Horstmann was installed as bishop of Cleveland in 

St. John Cathedral in 1892, when European immi-

gration was swelling Cleveland's population. Horst-

mann recruited priests, seminarians, and religious to 

serve their countrymen, starting 22 of the 30 new parish-

es for the benefit of various nationalities, although he 

faced crises with various nationalistic schismatic groups 

(e.g., the Polish National Catholic Church and others). He 

expanded Catholic hospitals and orphanages, started St. 

Anthony Home for Working Boys and the Catherine 

Horstmann Home, and endorsed compulsory parochial 

schools, demanding that high standards be maintained. 

In 1894 he encouraged the formation of the Cleveland 

Apostolate, a group of missionary priests under Paulist 

father Walter Elliott, who spoke on Catholic doctrine and 

practices to non-Catholics. Horstmann died in Canton of 

a heart condition. 

The Encyclopedia of Cleveland History, A joint effort by Case 

Western Reserve University and the Western Reserve Historical 

Society.  Lackner, Joseph, HSM. "Bishop Ignatius F. Horstmann 

and the Americanization of the Roman Catholic Church in the 

United States" (Ph.D. diss., St. Louis University, 1977). 

Our current pledges have passed $6.0 million and we 

are at 86% of our goal of $7.1 million.  Remember, 

our Diocesan commitment has been met so all future 

dollars go directly to our building construction!  To 

date over $3.45 million has been paid.  Thank you for 

your generous support!  If you would like information 

about making a pledge, please contact the parish of-

fice at 440-871-1100.   

REMEMBER – Groundbreaking is June, 2014. 
Founded by Bishop Horstmann 

http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=HIF
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=HIF
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=SJC1
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=PNCC
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=CHH
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=CHH
http://ech.case.edu/cgi/article.pl?id=HIF
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Dream Forward 

Stained Glass Windows 

Figure 2—Jesus and the Children Figure 1—The Child Jesus In the Temple 

Location —Both of these windows will be located on the south elevation of the nave facing the school. 
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Dream Forward 

Stained Glass Windows 

Figure 3—Birth of Christ with Magi Figure 4—The Agony in the Garden of Olives 

Location —Both of these windows will be located on the south elevation of the nave facing the driveway. 
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Dream Forward 

Stained Glass Windows 

Figure 5—St. Francis of Assisi and  

                 the Vision of Portiuncula 

Figure 6—St. Anthony of Padua 

Location —Both of these windows will be located in the Franciscan Chapel. 



11 

Dream Forward 

Stained Glass Windows 

St. Francis of Assisi  

Receiving the Stigmata 

St. Clare St. Elizabeth of Hungary 

Figure 7 

Location —In the Sacristy Location —In the Sacristy Location —In the Chapel 
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Dream Forward 

Stained Glass Windows 

Figure 8—The Resurrection 

Location —In the Baptistery 

St. Matthew St. Mark St. Luke St. John 

Location —The windows of the four Evangelists will be located on the front façade facing Dover Center Road. 

Figure 9—The Four Evangelists 


