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“Adding another potato to the pot” – that’s how 
Fr. Tim’s mother, Rose Gareau, describes  what 

life was like as a mother of 12 children. Yet, Rose took 
things in stride and saw the comings and goings of 
such a large family as both an 
adventure and a celebration of 
life.

“Every bit of it was won-
derful,” says Rose. “There 
were some sad times, but ev-
ery day had some happiness in 
it, and what I really remember 
is the joy.”

But joy comes from hav-
ing a deep faith, and Rose 
says everything in her life was 
grounded in her faith — in fact, 
praying in front of the cruci-
fix was a source of strength 
and comfort for her. Faith was 
what got her up in the morn-
ing, and it was how she ended her day. Faith was with 
her when she gave birth to twins — Fr. Tim and Terry 
— a total surprise, which still makes her laugh today. 
Her faith was the driving force in getting 12 children 
ready for Mass every Sunday, often needing to take 
two cars to church. And it was faith, which showed her 

the gift of her son Kevin, who was born with Down 
syndrome.

“He was the biggest source of joy to our family,” 
says Rose. “His jokes and tricks kept us smiling. He 

would even entertain every-
one at the dialysis center. He 
lived with me all his life, and 
when he died, he left a big 
void. There were plenty of 
tears.”

Of course, being a mother 
of a priest means that people 
like to approach her for the in-
side scoop on what Fr. Tim was 
like as a little boy, and Rose is 
all too happy to tell a story or 
two. While she admits that 
there was always something 
special about him – that there 
were times when she could see 
the love of God shine through 

him – he was really just an ordinary boy. He played in 
the mud, he argued with his brothers and sisters, he 
played jokes on people, and he had something against 
green peas.

“Tim never liked peas,” she says. “We always had 
a vegetable garden, and one evening I looked out the 
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The Bible
The Textbook of Stewardship

Have you ever wished that life 
came with an instruction man-

ual? What a valuable resource that 
would be! Whenever you find your-
self running in circles, this instruc-
tion manual would give you step-
by-step instructions on how to fix the 
problem and reroute your course.

Well, here’s some good news. For 
those living a Christian life, there is 
such a manual — the Bible.

Sometimes referred to as the 
“textbook of stewardship,” the Bible 
is a bountiful resource for the pres-
ent-day Christian. Written by anoint-
ed prophets and sages, this collection 
of divinely-inspired parables, poems 
and letters is full of testimonials that 
express the blessings that come from 
true discipleship, expressed through 
lives of stewardship. 

Stewardship is not a new concept. 
The Bible gives proof to this claim 
through passages such as the 26th 
chapter of the Book of Deuteronomy. 
We read Moses’ words, as he tells the 
Israelites to offer the choicest por-
tions of their harvest to God: “When 
you have come into the land which 
the Lord, your God, is giving you as 
a heritage, and have occupied it and 
settled in it, you shall take some first 
fruits of the various products of the 
soil which you harvest from the land 
which the Lord, your God, gives you, 

and putting them in a basket, you 
shall go to the place which the Lord, 
your God, will choose for the dwell-
ing place of his name… ‘Therefore, I 
have now brought you the first fruits 
of the products of the soil which you, 
O LORD, have given me.’ And hav-
ing set them before the LORD, your 
God, you shall bow down in his 
presence” (Dt 26: 1-2, 10).

St. Paul briefly touches on the es-
sence of stewardship when he says, 
“In every way I have shown you that 
by hard work of that sort we must 
help the weak, and keep in mind the 
words of the Lord Jesus who himself 
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than 
to receive’” (Acts 20:35).

Again, in St. Paul’s second let-
ter to the Corinthians, we read about 
living a life of Christian stewardship: 
“Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bounti-

fully. Each must do as already deter-
mined, without sadness or compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver” 
(2 Cor 9:6-7).

While this is well and good, 
what does it mean for the present 
day Christian? Why should it matter 
that the Bible alludes to stewardship 
in various passages? It shows us that 
Christians and Jews have struggled 
with and benefitted from the con-
cept of stewardship for thousands 
of years. It ties the message of stew-
ardship to the role of a Christian dis-
ciple. It gives proof that stewardship 
and discipleship go hand-in-hand. 
It offers encouragement to us, that 
stewardship is in fact a foundational 
component of the Christian life, a 
way of life that one of the earliest dis-
ciples of Jesus – St. Paul – preached 
about and advocated.

The Bible is indeed the textbook 
of stewardship. It lays out the steps 
we must take to become true dis-
ciples of Christ. Reading and medi-
tating upon God’s Word is always a 
fruitful exercise. Those who regular-
ly delve into Scripture often devel-
op a deeper understanding of who 
God is, how and why He loves us, 
and how we can show Him our love 
in return — all most certainly im-
portant topics of discussion for any 
steward-in-the-making.

As you strive to become a grate-
ful steward and live the life of Chris-
tian discipleship, develop a love for 
Sacred Scripture. Allow God’s Word 
to nourish your soul regularly, and 
watch as stewardship changes from 
a foreign concept to an integral com-
ponent of your daily life.
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St.Raphael

“We Are One Body in Christ”
A Letter From Our Pastor

My Dear Friends in Christ,

The past few months have certainly been exciting for 
us as Catholics. It began with Pope Benedict XVI’s 

resignation; then the election of our new Holy Father, 
Pope Francis; and of course our traditional rich celebra-
tion of Lent and Easter and the Easter season which fol-
lows. Easter season continues this month until Sunday, 
May 19, Pentecost Sunday.

The Senior Cardinal Deacon stepped on to the bal-
cony of St. Peter’s above the thousands and thousands 
gathered below and proclaimed “Habemus Papam” (“We 
have a Pope.”). The people below began to chant “Viva 
il Papa” (“Long live the Pope.”) and His Holiness Pope 
Francis blessed them.

We all gained a greater understanding of what it 
means to be the steward of the Church — the Pope — 
through the examples of Benedict XVI, and our new 
shepherd and steward, Pope Francis.  As we think about 
the role he plays in our Church and in our faith lives, it 
is well for us to keep in mind that we — you and I — are 
the stewards of St. Raphael Parish. What does that mean, 
to be the stewards of the Church? In the Bishops’ Pastoral 
Letter on stewardship, Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, 
the U.S. Bishops included an entire chapter on this sub-
ject titled appropriately “Stewards of the Church.”

In that chapter the Bishops state “Because the indi-
vidual members (of the Church) do collectively make 
up the Body of Christ, that body’s health and well-being 
are the responsibility of the members — the personal re-
sponsibility of each one of us.” 

Our Lord often tries to remind us through Holy 
Scripture that we share the responsibility for His Church. 
From the days immediately following His Resurrection, 
He began preparing His Apostles - and each of us as 
well - to be stewards of His Church. It is no coincidence 
that on Pentecost Sunday, in the Second Reading from St. 
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, we hear these words: 
“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same 
Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same 
Lord; there are different workings but the same God who 
produces all of them for everyone. To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.”

I acknowledge that I heard the call from the Lord, and 
I responded. That is why I am privileged to be a priest. 

At the same time, I challenge you to listen for your call. 
Have you considered what it is? Have you responded? 
That, my friends, is what stewardship is all about. It is 
each of us seeking how we fit into the Lord’s Church. It 
is each of us responding. It is each of us contributing in 
multiple ways to build the Kingdom of God, right now, 
today. As Paul continued in the reading for Pentecost 
Sunday, “For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body … and we are all given to drink of one Spirit.”

Let us all — our Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, our 
Pope Francis, I, your humble pastor, and each of you 
vow to be what Jesus wants us to be — “Let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good works.” 
(Matthew 5:16)

May God bless you and keep you,,

Fr. Tim Gareau,
Pastor
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Reflecting upon his 25 years as a priest, Fr. Tim Gareau 
has a lot of stories to tell. But to understand his spiri-

tual journey is to realize that it did not begin 25 years 
ago. Instead, Father likes to begin his story on the day he 
was born by pointing out that he is a twin.

“My whole life I have been associated with my twin 
brother, Terry,” says Father. “And the fact that I am a 
twin is significant for me because in the Bible, Thomas – 
which means ‘twin’ – was searching for faith in his life. 
And Thomas’ words to Christ, ‘My Lord and my God,’ 
are profound and hold spiritual significance for me.”

From a young age, Father was always drawn to the 
holy, to God and to the sacraments. He may not have 
always responded to it, but that pull to faith and grace 
in God was not only present within him, but reinforced 
throughout his childhood by a family environment, 
which nurtured the Catholic faith. Fr. Tim remembers his 
parents gathering the family together for prayer, making 
sure everyone attended Mass, and even quizzing them 
about Sunday’s readings. And while his father was very 
involved with the church, his mother always claimed 
that her ministry was in the home, caring for her large 
family. And it was a large family. With 12 children under 
one roof — seven boys and five girls — family life was 
busy. Yet, Father remembers his parents making a point 
to spend time together alone. 

“My parents’ marriage was an inspiration,” explains 
Father. “Their covenantal love was very strong – not 
perfect, but strong. Years later, when I was discerning, I 
drew from their sacramental commitment.”

Equally inspirational for Father was his younger 
brother, Kevin, who was born with Down syndrome. 
The seventh son of a seventh son, Fr. Tim says Kevin was 
a magnet for love.

“I saw Christ in him,” says Father. “One time I went 
outside to call Kevin home for dinner and I saw some 
kids throwing rocks at him. But he never retaliated. He 
went through some tough times – he was on dialysis for 
17 years and had to undergo a series of operations – but 
through it all, he exemplified virtue.”

So, when did the internal pull toward God and the 
sacraments turn into an idea of the priesthood? Inter-
estingly, it first occurred when he was an altar server. A 

Fr. Tim Gareau
Just Call Him Father

Fr. Tim with his brother, Rick, in 1992.

Fr. Tim with Bay Village Police Chief David Wright in 1993.

(From left) Fr. Tim with his twin brother, Terry, on Easter 1963.
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Fr. Tim Gareau
Just Call Him Father

friend of his had been invited to visit the seminary over 
a weekend. Father begged to be able to attend, too, and 
in the end he was allowed to participate. This was a piv-
otal point in Father’s discernment journey, for had he not 
begged to be included in that weekend, he would not 
have experienced the incredible peace he felt when he 
was asked to participate in the Mass by bringing up the 
gifts. 

“I had never experienced that kind of peace before,” 
says Father. “The symbolism of bringing up the offering 
– almost a self-offering, if you will – holds a deep signifi-
cance for me when I look back on it today.”

But he was only 13 years old, and his mother wisely 
told him to wait and see if the feeling was still there when 
he was older. In the meantime, Father enjoyed an ordi-
nary childhood. He attended St. Edward High School 
— where he admits he went to several proms — and it 
wasn’t until he was a freshman in college that he again 
experienced that pull to Christ and the Church during a 
Christ Renews His Parish weekend. 

“I felt a re-awakening in my heart, and for three 
months I couldn’t sleep,” says Father. “To get to school 
I had to take a bus, then the rapid transit, then another 
bus – and I kept missing my stops because I was so trans-
fixed on my thoughts of the priesthood! So I finally de-
cided to stay overnight at the seminary; and the instant 
I walked in the door, that same feeling I had in eighth 
grade came over me, and I knew.”

Even though Father was at peace with his decision 
to attend seminary, he was still torn. It is no surprise that 
coming from such a large family, he still felt a longing 
toward marriage and family life, and he struggled be-
tween the call of being a “Father” in the spiritual sense, 
or a father in the earthly sense. 

By his internship during his third year of seminary, 
he still hadn’t made a decision, and during a New Year’s 
Eve Mass he brought it before the Lord in prayer by ask-
ing, “God, what do you want of me?” At that moment, 
a child’s cry brought Father out of his thoughts, and in 
looking around he realized he knew everyone in the 
Church by name. And he then realized that he would 
find happiness and fulfillment as a priestly father, and 
that he would find his family in the Church.

Fr. Tim was ordained in 1988, and his entire family 
was present.

“The first Mass I celebrated after ordination – my 
Thanksgiving Mass – I was so overcome,” says Fr. Tim. 
“When do you ever get a chance to be under the same 
roof with everyone you love? It was so emotional — in 
fact, my brothers told me afterwards not to do anything 
like that again because they cried the entire weekend.”

Amazingly, the very next Mass he celebrated was in 
Rome. This time, it was a quiet affair with just Fr. Tim 
and another priest. Most appropriately, the reading was 
the call of Timothy. While in Rome, Father was also able 
to attend a Mass with Blessed John Paul II in his private 
chapel, and during the Mass when the Pope offered Fr. 
Tim a chance to participate in the Eucharistic prayer, Fa-
ther had to decline because he didn’t know Italian. It still 
makes Fr. Tim laugh to think that his very first conversa-
tion with John Paul II involved having to tell him “no.”

Today, in celebrating 25 years as a priest, Fr. Tim 
holds on to the memories of his ordination and those 
first two Masses as a time in which he felt immersed in 
the grace of God – a grace which he continues to expe-
rience through the heart and soul of parish life here at 
St. Raphael. And it’s a grace which has come full circle 
after witnessing it in his parents’ covenantal love, in his 
younger brother’s struggles with Down syndrome, and 
from the wonderful miracle of twin brothers called to 
different vocations in life, but both fathers nonetheless.

Fr. Tim with his mother, brothers and sisters.



6

An old priest once said, “It is no coincidence that 
rosaries look like lassos, as Our Lady wraps them 

around lost souls and pulls them out of the depths of 
Hell.”

This thought is comforting but provokes inquiry 
— what exactly is the Rosary, how does one pray it, and 
why should one pray it?

Since May is the Month of Mary, this is a great time 
to utilize reason in defense of faith and try to understand 
the theology behind this intense spiritual weapon.

There are two putative origins 
of the Rosary. For many centuries, 
it was believed that the Blessed 
Virgin appeared to St. Dominic 
and exhorted him to encourage 
the use of the Angelic Salutation 
— or Hail Mary — for the conver-
sion of souls and comfort of the af-
flicted. Modern scholarship traces 
the Rosary back to ninth century 
Irish monasticism. Monks would 
pray all 150 psalms or “psalters” 
every day, a form of prayer too 
complicated for uneducated lay-
people without access to cop-
ies of Scripture. So many began 
reciting the Lord’s Prayer or the 
Angelic Salutation in response 
to each psalm, keeping count with pebbles or a knotted 
rope. Through many centuries, the Rosary evolved into 
three sets of five mysteries, each mystery consisting of 10 
Angelic Salutations and one Lord’s Prayer recited while 
meditating upon the life, death, or glory of Jesus Christ.

In The Secret of the Rosary, St. Louis De Montfort 
expounds the dynamics of the Rosary. The prayer con-
sists of both vocal or exterior prayer, and meditative or 
interior prayer. The first vocal component of the Rosary, 
the Creed, is important because faith is “the founda-
tion of all Christian virtues, of all eternal virtues, and 
also of all prayers that are pleasing to Almighty God.” 
The Lord’s Prayer is the “perfect prayer” to the God of 
Heaven because it was authored by Christ, is free of all 
human limitations, and “contains all the duties we owe 
to God, the acts of all the virtues and the petitions for all 

our spiritual and corporal needs.” The Hail Mary blesses 
the name of Mary and her Divine Son and implores her 
powerful intercession as Mediatrix of graces. 

But the Rosary is not simply a physical incantation. 
Vocal prayer is accompanied by contemplation of the 
mysteries of Christ’s life and the virtues of the Virgin. It 
is by lifting the incorporeal soul in prayer that one quiets 
the passions, tastes the peace of Christ, marvels at his 
loving plans and promises, and grows in the desire to 
emulate Him and his sinless mother. Because the soul 

animates the body, a strength-
ened soul means nobility of action 
and a will that is commensurate 
with the will of God. As Louis de 
Montfort says, “The Rosary is a 
blessed blending of mental and 
vocal prayer by which we honor 
and learn to imitate the mysteries 
and the virtues of the life, death, 
passion and glory of Jesus and 
Mary.” The Rosary’s emphasis on 
both vocal and meditative prayer 
caters to man’s nature as an em-
bodied soul — one’s entire being, 
both physical and spiritual, cries 
out to God in praise, repentance, 
thanksgiving and supplication.

Thus, it is no surprise that the 
magisterium and countless saints have encouraged de-
votion to the Rosary. Pope John Paul II said of the prayer, 
“The Rosary is my favorite prayer, marvelous in its sim-
plicity and its depth.” The late pontiff also added five 
more “luminous” mysteries to the Rosary to help the 
faithful meditate upon significant moments in Christ’s 
earthly ministry. 

The old priest was correct in asserting that the 
Blessed Virgin uses the Rosary to convert lost souls. 
However, the words of the Memorare must be remem-
bered:  “Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that 
never was it known that any one who fled to thy protec-
tion, implored thy help or sought thy intercession, was 
left unaided.” 

In order for the Rosary to help us, it must be actively 
embraced and recited frequently and fervently.

The Rosary: Our Lady’s Lasso
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window and saw Tim stomping on all the pea plants. 
They never did grow back that year, and even today he 
still doesn’t like peas.”

He may have not eaten his peas, but her son did be-
come a priest — and for that, Rose is very grateful. Both 
she and her husband, Pat, felt blessed when their son 
decided to discern the priesthood, and the day of his or-
dination was a family celebration complete with laugh-
ter, tears and memories. Today, when Rose thinks about 

her husband, her children, and her 52 grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, she is so thankful for her blessings 
and says the only advice she has for anyone is to pray. 
Faith still is her source of strength — every Thursday, 
she looks forward to a visit from her son, who comes to 
pray the Rosary with her and then share a meal.

“Tim was a wonderful, wonderful boy,” Rose says. 
“And now he is a wonderful, wonderful priest. I feel 
really blessed.”


